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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

When defeat comes to a major political party in this country in-

variably there are outcries for revoluticnary changes in party struc-
ture, party 1eadership and party policles. The Republican defeat of
1964 has produced these manlfestations of uncertainty, unrest and un-

easiness. Many suggestions, both formal and informal, for action pour

froem numercus sources,

We, the members of the Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership,
are fully cognizant of éhe éituaéion. There 1s no doubt in our minds
that action is indicafed and We are taking ié. In our conversationé
since the Novémber defeat we have discussed, among ourselves and with
other recognizéd'pafty leaders, numerous paths that might be followed,
Always, certain basic facts have emerged:

First, that the only elected Republican officials of the Federal
Establishment are the 32 Republican members of the United States Sen-
ate and the 140 members of the House of Representatives, Obvicusly
and beyond dispute, they will guide Republican Party policy at the
national level, in the absence of a Republican President and Vice
Presldent, by the record they write in the Congress. It is their
responsibility.

Second, that an additicnal repository of advice and coungsel on
party policy exists in former Presidents and nominees for President,
in our present elected Governors, in the members of the Republican
National Committee and the State Chairmen of our several states, and,
of course, in active Republican advocates at all other levels of the
party structure. Their wisdom must be channeled into party policy
formulation,

In the conviction that the Republican Party for a century has
been and is an essentlal element in this nation's forward progress,
and with the firm belief that all Republicans must join the effort,
Wwe, the members of the Joint Senate-House Republican Leadershlp, have
on this day initiated a propnsed mechanism to achieve a broad consen-
8us on vital objectives for our country and our party. It is an honor
Lo Introduea my colleague, the new Republican Leader of the House,
Jerry Ford, %n provide the details of the proposal.

(Ford statement - page 2)
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We propose to give the Republican Party a unified leadership.

As a chart we are making public will show, we are inviting the five
living Republican nominees for President -- one of whom, Dwight D,
Eilsenhower, served two terms in that office -- and representatives
of the Republican Governors Assoclation to Join with us in the esta-
blishment of a Republican Coordinating Committee to continucusly
examine party policy and party operations.

We have asked the Presiding Officer cf the Joint Senate-House
Republican Leadership, the Republican National Chalirman, Mr, Dean
Burch, to serve as Presiding and Administrative Officer of the new
Republican Coordinating Committee, and through the Republican Nation—
al Committee to provide such staff assistance and funds as may be
necessary. As Mr. Burch, hiﬁself,'suggssted,we regard this role aﬁ
implicit responsibllity for him or whoever may occupy his office iqb
the future.

It will be the fuﬁbtién of the Republican Coordinating Committee,
composed of the eleven members of the Join£ Senate-House Republican
Leadership, the five liviﬁg Republican nominees for President, and
five representatives of the Republican Governors Asscciation to
facilitate fhe bréadesﬁ rarty representation and the establishment of
task fonces for the study and examination of ma jor national problems
and issues., The recrulting sources for these task forces, which would
report to the J&int Leadership, are clearly delineated on the organi-
zation chart which we are mékiné public;

For the Joint Leadership, I have been asked to add these two
pertinent points: First, the Republican National Chalrman has been
requested to immediately invite the other participants to Join us in
forming the Republican Coordinating Committee, Second, we are con-
vinced that the Republican Party is not only a great force iﬁ the
American way of 1life, but 1t is the only living political ilnstrument
which can make the American Dream a.reality, not a mere collection _
of words and promises, Our only goal 1s resultz and weé intend to

achieve them,
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON GOP COORDINATING COMMITTEE

Does the establishment of the Republican Ceordinating Committee
mean that the Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership is surrend-
ering its role as a policy-making body?

No, policy formulation, when the Party does not occupy the White
House, 8till resides in Republican members of the United States
Senate and House of Representatives and their elected leaders,

but the Coordinating Committee will provide a communications cen-
ter for the exchange of ideas on policy with other important
party leaders and elected officials; also the establishment of
task forces willl be an implementing feature.

Who will appoint the task forces?

The Republican National Chalrman as the Presiding Officer of the
Coordinating Committee will appoint the task forces with the ad-
vice of the Joint Leadership and, when appropriate, in consulta-
tion with the former Presidential nominees and representatives of
the Governors Association. In all cases the Presiding Officer
wlll eirculate his lists of task force appointees in advance to
all the participating members of the Coordinating Committee.

Who will dilrect the staff operation which will assist boeth the Co-
ordinating Committee and the task forces?

The Presiding Officer will designate a Staff Coordinator, presum-

ably from the staff of the Republican National Committee. It

will be the Staff Coordinator's responsibility to assemble volun-

teer research help from the sources indicated on the chart,

What about representation on the task forces for organized groups
representing agriculture, labor, veterans, etc., etc.?

It is the hope of the Coordinating Committee the task forces will
have help from all the major organizations in our soclety and such
help will be sought.

How often will the Coordinating Committee meet and when wlll the
first meeting be?

The date of the first meeting will be fixed to suit the conven-
lence of the maximum number of the Committee's members. This will
be explored by the Presiding Officer. The continuity of Committee
meetlings will be established at the first session,

How will the Coordinating Committee be {inanced?
By the Republican National Committee,

Has thils type of committee ever been set up before?

As near as can be determined neither major political parfy has
ever attempted to establish a coordinating body such as the Rep-
ublican Coordinating Committee. It 1s an inncvation.
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