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IMMEDTATE RELEACT

In America one of the roles of the opposition party is to keep

the poliltical spectrum in balance:

-- by pointing out truths that otherwise might go unmentioned by

the party in power,

-- by bringing submerged facts into sharper focus that the

precple may better grasp them.

The Congress has Just received President Johnson'!'s State of the

Union message, hils economic repcrt and his budget.

This 18 an elec-

tion year and 1t 1s perfectly evident from the tone of these messages

that the White House knows 1t.

That 1s why, as presiding officer of

the Joint Senate-~House Republican Leadershilp and as Republican Nation.

al Chalrman, I am participating in thils press conference today -- to

Provide some general political observatlions wtlle Senator Dirksen and

Representative Halleck provide the specifics.

To put it 1n a nutshell, the wheeling and dealing has started,

with the most accomplished wheeler-dealer Washington has ever seen,

Lyndon B, Johnson,

are only memeries,

running the show, The New Dealers and Fair Dealerc

Now we have the Wheeler Dealers,

The big come-on was in these three Presldential messages:

-~ the world 1s rosy; 1t Jjust needs more and hetter coexistence,

-~ the econcmy is beamirg 1f you'll just overlook 4 million un-

employed, and

-—- the btudget is pretty as a picture, give or take a few billion

in juggled figures and a hard-to-cover-up increase in the national

dert to $317 billion or more.
The plain truth is that not a single new idea was presented; most

~f them are three to thirty years old,

Only the sales pitch was new.

We, as Republicans, have had to put truth squads into the fileld in the
Last three Presidential campaigns so fact could catech up with fast
talk., A4nd 1t 1s plain that thils year we willl have to do it again,
froem nouw until election day. So let's start today.
{Dirksen statement, pg. 2; Halleck statement, pg. 3)
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STATEMENT BY SENATCR DIRKSEN: -2- January 28, 1964

This nation has now had three years of foreign policy shaped by
Democratic Presidents and it is time a frank accounting of the world
bPicture was rendered, Here are the facts:

In Southeast Asla, American fighting men are losing.their lives
in South Viet Nam; Cambodia, a former friend, has severed econcmic
and military relations and is making friendly gestures to Red China;
Indonesia's determined friendship with Peking was rewarded by Ameri-
can acqulescence 1in that natisn's annexation of Dutch Guinea; Burma,
Laos and Thalland all suffer from Communist infiltration and build-
ups znd internal anti-American campaigns. Even Pakistan has signed
trade and airline agreements with Red China.

In Africa, Ghana and Zanzibar have gone Communist, while Algeria
and Meroceo carry on more than friendly relations wlith the Soviet
Uninn,

In Europe, the NATO structure has deteriorated; the Berlin wall
has been built and France has recognized Red China., The insistence
of the Administration for authority to sell wheat to the Scviet Unicn
on our taxpayers! credit amounted to an open invitation te Britain
to sell buses and airlirers to Cuba. Spain is also negotiating the
sale of fishing vessels in a further rupture in the slowly-disappear-
ing economlc blockade around Cuba.

In Latin America, Cuba has gone Communist and become the first
Scviet base 1n this hemisphere; Panama has completely severed diplo-
matle relations in a threat to the Panama Canal; Communists promote
increasing strife in Venezuela, British Guiana, Brazil and Bolivia;
millitary coups have occurred in the last two years in Argentina,
Peru, Ecuadcr, the Dominican Republic and Honduras.

There is the three-year record, It is a losing record, a grim
record, It has reduced American prestige., It certainly does not
Justify any American embrace of Moscow-sponsored "coexistence" or
Wnite House talk of "peace offensives," Tt is high time our govern-
ment recognized that Communist aggression never stops and never will
untll we formulate policies to meet the realities presented by a
cold, relentless and inhuman enemy.

(Halleck statement, pg. 3)



STATEMENT BY REP. HALLECK: -3~ January 28, 1964

When the three-year dgmestic record of the Democrat Administra-
tion is examined in the 1iﬁht of promise versus performance, no amount
of window-dressing in Presidential messages can alter the fact that
little has actually teen achieved. And when the increased cost of
government for those three years is censldered, 1t has been an expen-
sive exprerience for the American taxpayer, to say the least.

President Johnson boasts that in three years the Gross National
Preduct has increased $100 billion, or 16 percent, He overlocks the
fact that the GNP increased 44 percent in the Eisenhower vears, when
the cost of government averaged 22 percent less than today. Likewise,
Mr, Johnson tiptces around the fact that, by his own budget calcula-
tion, the Democrats will have added $31 billion &£o the national debt
since they took office, That's a huge amount of red ink in times
suppesed to be so prosperous,

Despite the sunshine terms used to disgulse the fiscal mess in
Washington, two groups of Americans -- our vorkers and our farmers --
know how little Federal deficit spending accomplishes, Unemployment
stays grimly above the # million mark, while the parity ratio between
the prices of what a farmer buys and what he sells has dropped to 78
bercent, the lowest figure since the depression of the 1930's,

Then there are all the 1660 campalgn promises that still await
fulfillment -- massive aid to eduéation, medical care under social
security, ycuth camps, lower interest rates, etec., ete, And civil
rights, promised as the first order of business for January three
years ago, but not even sponsored in Congress by the Administration
until six menths ago when bloodshed and violence forced the hand of
the executive department.

Now we are teld we are going to get all these things bigger and
better at less cost. Well, 1f anybody telieves this, and few do, all
they need to do is examine the record., The last Democrat President
who ever cut the cost of anything was Grover Cleveland ard he went

out of office in 1897,



