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STAT_t-_._TBY HEY. WILLL_ E. MILLER:

In America one of the roles of the opposition party is

to keep the political spectrum in balance: by pointing out truths

that otherwise might go unmentioned by the party in power; and by

bringing submerged facts into sharper focus that people may better

grasp them.

The Con&-reBshas Just received President Johnson's State

of the Union message, his economic report and his budget. This is

an election year and it is perfectly evident, I think, from the tone

of these messages that the White House knows it. That is why, as

presiding officer of the Joint Senate-House Republican Leadership

and as Chairman of the Republican National Committee, I am participating

in this press conference today - - to provide some general political

observationswhile Senator Dirksen and RepresentativeHalleck will

provide the specifics.

To put it in a nutshell, the wheeling and dealing in my

Ju_ent has started, with the mnet accomplished wheeler-dealer

_ashlngtonhas ever seen, PresidentLyndonB. Johnson,runningthe

show. The New Dealer_ _ the Fair Dealers now are only memories.

Now we have the _WneelerDealers.
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The big come-on was in these three Presidential messages:

one. the world is rosy - it just needs more and better coexistence;

two, the econom_ is booming if youIll overlook the 4 million unemployed;

and the budget is pretty as a picture, give or take a few billions in

Juggled figures and a hard-to-cover-up increase in the national debt

to $S.7 billion dollars or more.

The plain truth is that not a single new idea was presented;

most of them are three to thirty years old. Only the sales pltchwas

new. We, as Republicans, have had to put truth squads in the field in

the last three Presidential elections so fact could catch _zpwith fast

talk. And it is plain that this year we will have to do it again - and

we will - from now until electionday. And so since the moratorilm

periodis over, Its in favor of startingtoday.

STATEMENT BY S_UNATORDIRKSEN: This nation has had three

years of foreign policy shaped by Democratic l_residentsand it is time

a frank accounting of the world picture was rendered. So here are the

facts:

In Southeast Asia, American fighting men are losing their

lives in South Viet Nam; Cambodia, a former friend, has severed economic

and military relations and is making friendly gestures to Red China;

Indoneelals determined friendship with Peking was rewarded by American

acquiescence in that nationls annexation of Dutch Guinea; B1arma,Laos

andThailandall suffer Communist Infiltr_tlon and build-upsand internal

anti-American campaigns. Even Pakistan has signed trade and airline
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agreements with Red China.

In Africa, Ghana and Zanzibar have gone Communist, while

Algeria and Morocco carry on more than friendly relations with the

Soviet Union.

In Europe, the NATO structure has deteriorated; the Berlin

wall has been built and France has recognized Red China. The insistence

of the Administration for authority to sell wheat to the Soviet Union

on our tmxpayere' credit amounted to an open invitation to Britain to

sell buses and airplanes to Cuba and for Spain to negotiate for the sale

of f_ehing vessels in a further rupture in the slowly-dlsappearln_

blockade of Cuba.

In Latin America, Cuba has gone Communist and become the first

Soviet base in this hemisphere; panama has completely severed diplomatic

relations in a threat to the Panama Canal; Comz_m_Istspromote increasing

strife in Venezuela, British Guiana, Brazil and Bolivia; military coups

have occurred in the last two years in Argentina, in l_eru,in _cuador, the

Dominican Republic and Honduras.

THE_RRis the three-year record. It is a losing record, a

_rlm record. It has reduced American prestige. It certainly does not

Justify any American embrace of _oecow-_ponsered ',coexistence" or

White House talk of "peace offensives. .1 It is high time our government

recognized that Communist aggression never stops and never will until

we formulate policies to meet the realities presented by a cold.

relentless and lnh_ enemy.
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,$TATW24"_NTBY RFP. HALI_CK. When the thrse-y_ar dCmestlc

record of the Democrat Administration is examined in the light of

promise versus performance, no amount of wlndow-dressing in Presidential

messages c_u alter the f_.ctthat little has actually been achieved.

And when the increased cost of government for those three Fears is

considered, it has been an expensive experience for the American tax-

payer, to may the least.

President johnson boasts that in three years the Gross

National Product has increased $i00 billion dollars, or 16 percent.

He overlook_ the f_ct that the GNP increased 44 percent in the Eleenhower

years, when the cost of government averaged 22 percent lees than today.

Likewise, Mr. Johnson tiptoes around the fact that, by his own budget

calculation, the Democrats will have added $31 billion dollars to the

national debt since they took office. That's a huge amount of red ink

in times supposed to be prmsperous.

Despite the sunshine terms used to dis&_uieethe fiscal mess

in Washington, two groups of Americans - e%Irworkers and our farmers -

know how little Federal deficit epeadln_accomplishes. 1_aempl_/ment

stays grimly above 4 million, while the parity ratio between the prices

of what a farmer b_ and what he sells has @repped to 78 percent, the

lowest figure since _he depression of the 19_O's.

Then there are all the 1960 campaign promises that still

await fulfillment - massive aid to educatlon, medical care under social

security, youth camps, lower interest r_tes, and so forth, and so forth.
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And civil rights, premised as the first order of business for January

three years Go, but not even sponsored in the 0ongrees by the

Administration_ntllsix months ago when bloodshed and violence

forced the hand of the executive department.

Now we are told we are going to get all of these things

bigger and better at less cost. Yell, if anybody believed this, and

few do, a_ll they need to do is examine the record. The last Democrat

President who ever cut the cost of anything was Grover Cleveland and

he went out of office in 1897.

QI_STION: Are you going to sup_port any major changes in

the civil rights bill when it comes to the floor next week.., or are

you _Ing to supportthe leglslatlones_entlallyas it is....

_. HALLECK:Well,thebill will be comingto theflo_"

under an open rule, and I never said - and I never promised anybody,

that every line in it was perfect. I think itls a matter for the

House to determine Lu thell_htof thedebatesthat_illbe had.

Now then,for me to say a1_thlstime thatI wonttsupport

any amendment... I _ust am not going to say that, beCause I denlt

k_low.

QUF_TION: Could I ask Senator Dirksen the same question

in regard to the tax bill...

SENATORDIRKS?_N. Yes. I've stated very freely that I

intended to support the tax bill. When I voted on it in the final

session, I sam I approve it with qualification. The qualification was
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on four categOries of retail items on which retailers all over the

country have to file returnQ and pay the tax.., that includes luggage

and Jewelry, toiletries and furs. l'm goln6 to m_ke a determined

effort to get that written in the bill.

Let me say, incidentally_ I succeeded the first time

by a vote of 9 to 6 - when a little telephoning was done. I succeeded

the second time by votes ranglng from IZ to 2 - to i0 to 5. Then

on the last day, after we got thro_h with that Rule proposal on the

floor,I went to the Committee _md was suddenlyadvised that my good

work was all undone and that on reconsiderationitwas taken out of

the ]_ill. I learned later from a most reliable source that the Texas

.twist" had been auplied. (LAUGHT_)

p_. HJ_LIJ_CK.... amplify that civil ri_ts thing Just

a little bit. I said from the be_innin_ that I was for a meaningful

civil rights hill and I stil! am. As a matter of fact, the Republican

record on civil rights has been a good one and wil! continue to be a

good one. And may I express also the hope that the action on the bill

may be concluded in the HOuse of Representatives after fair de_ate

and fair consideration by Febru_cy 8 of next month.

qUESTION: Mr. Dirksen, you talked about the necessity for

formul_tin_ policies.., have the Republicans formulated any policies

to meet the realities?

_. DI_: Well, welve h_i general policy statements

from time to time, _t if weirs invited to sit in and to express an
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opinion with respect to these policies, certainly we will have

propositions to offer, and I prefer not to formulize them until that

time comes, but it is in pursuance of the llne that we have takenall

alongthatin thewholefieldof foreignpolicywe ask onlyto be

permittedto sit in and makeour suggestionsand then we*llabidewhat-

everdecision is _de in that field.

QU_STION' Mr. Chairman, hasnft it been pretty co_on

practice around here that each party usually accuses the other of

Juggling budget figures, and is it correct that each Administration

trios to put the best foot forward?

SEN. DISKS.: Well, if youlre asking me... I didn't cover

the budget aspects.., but let me say from long experience that in this

particular case there are some rather Intereetln_ items in that budget

and when we finally complete an analysis all of them will be presented.

A notable example, for instance, is the sale of a billion

dollars in assets, such as housingmortgageeand that sort of thi_.

Bt_t the whole item is played down to make it appea_" that you've got a

b_dget that is well below the budget of last year but more importantly

that the deficit will have been reduced from in excess of 9 billion

tO 4.9 billion. On paper that looks pretty good... I could mention

still another item.

Taking, for instance, VREA... thatls the R1n--_l Electrification

Administration. It is prOposed now th take payments of interest and

principal and put them into a revolvi_ fund oeteneibl F bey_d the

control of Cengreee_nd thereafter you*ll have to show nothing in your
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budget so far as appropriationsare concerned.

QIL_,STION.Do you believe that the Eastern Seaboard of

liberalRepublicansgangedup on SenatorGoldwnterwith 6 cJ_ndld_tesin

New _mpshire?

_N. DL_S_;: With 6 caudidatesin New Hampshire...

No, I'm sure itlsnot a gang-upprocedure. It Is an expressionof the

vit_lltyand universalityof the RepublicanParty... "Come one and come

all%., a_1take your chancesin the primariesand the conventions...

and itIll be left to the prudenceof wisdom of the delegates to find the

best candidatewhen the conventioncr_es.

QUESTION: You painted rathera gloomy picture of the world

situation. Would you tell us what in your opinionthe Adminlst._ation

could Or should have done _peclflcallyto avoid -

HEN. DIRKH_N: (Breakingin) That would be TOO large an

order...

QUESTION.'Illlgive you one example. You mentionedNew

Guinea... should the _nited Statesh_ve stayed out of that and allowed

the situationto develop into a full-scalewar between Indonesiaand

TheNetherlands?

5"_. DIRKSF_: The first thing we could have done in that

slt_tion was to take a very firm stand and tell Mr. Sukarnohow we felt

about him; and secQndly, it seems tO me we bent Over baclocardagainst

The Netherlands when that situation first became acute. I recite the

Zanzibar situation. How feeble was our protest when they were kicking

our diplomaticrepresentativesaround. I think if we start putting some
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gimp intoit andmake a littlenoisellkea big stickat a timewhen the

worldis so filledwithfever,thatwolfegoingto do betterin the

foreignpolicyfield.

QUESTION" _hat do you think of the results that have come

out so far from the Bobby Baker investigation...

S_--_. DIR_S]_N: Well, I pass no comment for the moment and

for a reason. The resolution that was offered by Senator _tlliams

committed this to the Rules Committee. It is made up of 6 Democrats

and 3 Republlcans, and certainly the minority party canlt very well t_Ist

a rules procedure under those circumstances, so it Is fair to assume

that this is gol_ to be a good, factual investigation.

Now that resolution also provides that a report must be

made to the Congress at the earliest pOssible date. So in a sense

they're slttln_ in a kind of ju_llcialas well as legislative capacity

and under the cire_etasces I think this investigation must proceed a

littlefurther,becausenot eventheprincipalwitnesshas been before

theCommittee.But indue time- as thisgoes furtherand othermatters

are disclosed- we can thendeterminewhetherit wouldbe prOperto

make comment end to intervene in the mntter before a final report is

submitted.

O_UESTION: you deem it improper at thle time to comment?

S_NAIUR DIR_SI_: Ifell.what are you to do when yeu vote to

commit it to the keeping of 9 members of the Senate? Do you then move

in - undertake to influence it - undertake by comment or otherwise to

get i_ off at a tangent? I thinkI probablythinkin theframeof a
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lawyerwhen I considera matter of that kind, because your firsthope

always is tO see that you utter nothingfrom a responsibleposition

that can be regardedas preJt_icialto anybody involved in the

proceeding.

QU_TION: Do you think Senator Ooldwater was acting

improperly, then. in the comments he ms_e?

SENATORDIe.SEN: Well, I h_ve no comment to make on
any

who,ever/of the members said. But I try to think of the fact that I

sat in on the earlieroff-the-reco_ meetings when this thing was In

its incubation process, and for tlmt reason - and having given my

hand and my heart and my voice to the _te along with Senator Mansfield -

I donlt think I ought to ren_4_eon what I think is a responsibility.

Q_STICN: Considering the fact that the resolution prohibits -

or at least limits - the Rules Committee from investlGat _ Senators.

Presidents ... it would be a good idea to broaden the resolution. _,_ould

you introduce that legtslation_

SE_ATORDIAKSF_s I donlt thlnk it would be necessary,because

the l_e of the resolution is that you investigateboth presentand

former employees and officers of the Senate to ascertain whether there

were _' improper activities or activities involv_ conflict of interest.

Now if in the investigation it involves a Senator... I donlt

know that therems anything in that rule that would tnhihit the ComLittee

from following such c_uree. And, as a matter of fact, that was discussed

at the time that the resolution was drafted.

n_UESTION:Senator,I had a second part to my _ueetion.

_hat was yoUr feeling about statementsfrom the White .W_rcsein reg_ to
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the Bobby Baker investigation. Are you satisfied with those statements?

Sl_N.DIRESt: Well, I think that a comment of mine would at

this moment be premature in view of the fact that I helped engineer to

get this resolution before the Senate, and obviously you do not want to

take a stance, you do not want to make some comment that later may not

square wlth the facts as indlcated by the Committee.

QUESTION_ Mr. Halleck, some House Republicans did ma_ 9eSe

comments yesterday. Do you agree with what they said?

_. HAIJ_ECK: Well. of course, thls is a Senate matter.

(LAUGHTER) And I've seen in my time here when the Senate quite

vigorously investigated certain House members.., now all I can say is

if this investigation is going forward, we have some very able

_epublicanmembers on the Committee. and as I say, I hopethat the

investi_atlonwlllbe full and complete,_o into all of the an_lesthat

should ]0egone into,find out all of the facts as theyare, and as far

as I'm concerned,letthe chipsfallwhere theymay.

QUESTION: The House District Committee has already been

mentioned in testimony. Isn°t it new a House matter as well as a

Senate matter?

MR. H_tLLECK: I weuldnlt think so, no. There are no House

members on that Committee, and I un_erstm_ld John _cmll!an went to some

sort of a meeting in Bobby Bakerls office... I donlt _o_ an_thin_

about it but that.., maybe thatls the thing to which you refer.., but

otherwise, I have heard of no involvement. _nt as I say.., itls a

matter of greatpublicconcern, and as far aS IIm concerned- and I think
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probably thatts the attitude of most of the Republican members of the

HouSe - we Just hope the investigation will be carrled on fairly and

effectively with evez_/effort being made to dleclose the facts. And

if that is done, I denlt see how anyone can complain.

.__.__STION: Mr. Halleck, in a more general way, what do you

think would be sensible ground rules for the exchange of gifts between

employees and members of Congress.

MR. HAJ_LECK: Well, I dontt recall that any of the members

of my staff ever gave me anything. (LAUGHTE_R) I sometimes wish they

woula. (LLU_H_) Maybe even a little miniature something - or a

stereo - I don't know. (LA[DHTE_) I don't know.

Well now,wait,letme Justconcludethis. Now, on theface

of It...if somebodyon my staffwantedto brin_in somelittlething

for me, I don0tthinkthattsthe realquestionthatlsInvolve_lhere.

I thinkItlsa questionthatmaybegOes a let fartherthanthatsortof

an operation.

_LtTOR DIPXSEN: I tho_ht you might be interested in

what aCtUally did take place at a meeting in Northern Illinois. A very

distinguished Senator By a question from the floor, where I think a

thousand women were in attendance, was asked this question: What did he

thinkaboutgiftscomingtopeopleeeeupyln_publicofflee? He stated

that the r_lleIn hls office was that if a gift appear@d to be In excess

of _wo dollars and fifty cents in value, that it would be retllrned°

They then asked a very dlstlngttlehedCon_Tee_ional lady - who was then

in Congress - what she tho1_ght,and she indicated to that audience that
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she didn't think she'd forfeit her virtue for two dollars and fifty

cents. (L_DHTER)

Q_,STION: Chairman Miller, would you comment...

(asks about primaries and the 7 c_udldatee)...

MR. MiLI_ER: Well, I can only say that I think it proves

the opposite of the question which was asked and that is there certainly

couldnlt be an effective conspiracy on the part of the so-called _aetern

internationalists - if there are any such group, and if there are I

don't _mow who they are or where they are or what they are - but, in

any event, if there was such a conspiracy it would seem tome that the

effective way to conspire against Senator Goldwater would be to

consolidate their forces behind one person in opposition to Senator

Goldwater. If you have Senator Goldwater in the New Hampshire primary

and then you have 4 or 5 others who theoretically at least, or allegedly,

represent the ._stern international wing, or a sO-called more liberal

philosop_, it would seem to indicate to me it would split the so-called

liberal vote and make it easier rather than more difficult for Senator

Goldwate_ to be the leader in New _npehlre.

3Ut as far as I'm concerned, I think the mere the merrier

as far as our party is concerned. I think it stimulates interest in our

party, it stimulates interest in our candidates, and the issues of the

Republican Party... I think that as a party we suffer from un_er-

exposure... I think the mere people we have enter it. the more interest

is generated and I'm delighted.

QUESTION: We haven't heard your comments yet on the Baker
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case..,how big an issuedo you thinkthattsgoingto be inthe

o_Ipai_n?

_. _ILL_: Well,I thinkittsgoingto be a veryblg

issue,and I thinkit oughttohe. Bec_mseI thinkwe havehere lu

my jud_ent an issuewhichgoes to thequestionof the integrityof

ourgovernmentfrom top tobottom. In otherwords,I donltthink

the stereoor hi-fiis so importantan Issue...exceptthat I do myself

seesomedifferenceina casewhereGeorgeSmathersfeelsso sorry

for BobbyBakerBecausehe has sucha largeandgrowJmg_amilythathe

has to cut him in on a profltabledeal inFlorida,and thenat thesame

timeBobbyseemsto be so affluentthathe _ giveaway sL_-hlmdred-

dollarpresentsand fu.-'nlshan aparment forhis secretaryand a

hundredotherthings..,thereseemsto be someconflictthere. _t the

more importantfeature,it seemsto me, is theexistingconflict

in testlmon_- directconflict- betweenthe testimonyof a high

admlnist_rativeofficein theWhiteHouses_d an insltra_csagentas to

whattranspiredin connectlonwith televlslonhtlsinessbeinggiven

to theJohmsontelevisionstationin Texas. Thiswould Indicateto me

thatat this stae_Of thegame thereis a clearIssuehereof poss2hl8

perjury,and it seemsto me that any duly constitutedcommitteeof

the Houseor Senatewhenfacedwithpo,slbleperjuryhavingbeen

presentedbeforeit ...to followthatthroughto its ultimateclimax

or elsethe wholeIntegTityof thehear2n_,thewholestat_a'eof the

Commltteewouldfall.

Now,I think...I thlnk...I can rememberthe Sherman

Adamscaseandmany others,and it seems_o me this is a casewhereI
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am very hopeful, yet I agree with Senator Dirksen and with Congressman

Halleck that we have here a duly constituted Committee empOwered by the

Senate to investigate this. It is Senator Dirksenls interpret_tion of

the resolution which he helped to author and sponsor.., that it is broad

enough to a_iow this Committee to follow these leads and to Investigate

fully this situation, and I suppose therefore mince you have this

Committee duly constituted and under way and in the process of conducting

an investigation.., that their prerogatives ehouldnlt he preempted at this

time by wild and unfounded accusations and statements until such time

as theF at least complete their investigation and make a report.

QUE_ION: Mr. Miller, there have been reports that the

Republicans have not been recelvLug the same sort of cooperation on the

Committee that the Democrats have.., the FBI investigations.., those

reports have not been made available to the Republicans, they have only

been seen bF the Democrats... is that true?

MR. MILIJ_R: I wouldn*t have any idea as to the accuracy

of the statement, hut I would 8a y that if the American people donlt get

a complete disclosure of the entire facts in this situation, this would

be I think a very important issue wherein the Republicans should go to

the American electorate and elig_est at leas_ they elect a Republican

House next time so we can have a Republican investigating committee

and then maybe we'll finally give the American people the full story of

on _ili¥Sol Estes and everythingelse...

(EV_._,HYON_TALKE AT ONCE)
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SEN.DIR_SEN: IfyouI!lpardonme, let me responda moment.

Over t_ yearstheJ_llclary_ommltteehas alwayshad a closerelation-

shipwiththeF_I in connectionwithnominations.Thoseat one time,I

understand,weremadeavailableto allmembersof the Committee.But I

presume..,and the Committeeon itsownfinallydeterminedthat the

reportswouldcomeonlyto the Chairmanand he wouldgiveassureness

to othermembersof theCo_mitteethatthefilewas clearor it was not

clear.

Now Itmnot advisedwhetherthisparticularcommittee,the

RulesCommittee,has adopteda comparablerulear not,but the FBIhas

beenvery circumspectof gettlngthosereportsbroadcastbecauseof their

very secretivecharacter.

_UESTION_ The reporton the_illy Sol Estes casewill soon

comeout..,do yOu expect to havesome commentson the contentof that

report?

S_'_ATORDIREHEN_ Yes,when thereportis available,I

shall..,and I thinkothermembersof the Senatewill also.

_!.ODERATOR:Thank_u verymuch.
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