FOR THE SENATE:

E_r_t,
M.Dirl,
se°
of IIhnois
Tkomas
11.Kuchel

FOR THE HOUSE

THE REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP
OF THE CONGRESS

OrREPRESENTATIVE
Gerald R. Ford
otMichigan

oJ EaliJorr.a
Bourke

Leslie C. Arends

B. Ilicke.looper

oi,owo
ltlargaret
Chase

of Illinois

Press Release

Smith

M_tvi.
R.Laird
of Wisco.sin

o] Maine

John J. Rhodes

George Murphy
o/ Cal,Jornia

H.

Milton R. Young
oj North Dakota
Hugh

of CaliJornia
Bob Wilson

o/Calljor.l.

Issued following a

Scott

Leadership

of Pe.nsylvania

Meeting

Charles E. Goodell
of New York

PRESIDING:
The

Natio.al

Richard H. PofJ
of Virginia
Chairman

October __, 1967

u.,c. Blis_

BY

of Arizona
Allen Smith

Willia,n

C. Cramer

of Florida

THE REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP:

IMMEDIiTE RELEASE

The demonstrations that have taken place in Washington and
across the nation in recent months have given the American people
increasing and even frightening concern for the future.

We share

that concern, since never before in our history has lack of
confidence in America's leadership been so evident.
We believe, very strongly, that the hour has now passed when
firmness must continue to yield to tolerance in dealing with these
violent few.

They are unwilling to demonstrate peacefully.

are unwilling to debate without violence.

They

They are permitted, never-

theless, to disturb the public peace, to endanger their fellow-citlzens
in thelr lives and property, and to undermine the very well-belng of
the nation itself by giving aid and comfort to our enemies.
We are well aware, as all Americans must be, of the Constitutional
rights of freedom of speech and peaceable assembly which are so great
a part of our treasured heritage.

We are equally aware, however,

that there is no right to act against the public safety by anyone,
anywhere, any time -- for any reason.
This nation had its origin in dissent. We have always believed in
unlimited criticism -- in time of war and in time of peace.

Free

speech -- without violence -- must always be permitted and approved.
But law-breaklng and violence can never be condoned.

Our country

has prospered and survived as a democracy, in great part through
peaceful, even if at times heated, discussion among men of good-will.
Its

future

will be equally dependent upon the maintenance of this

great tradition.
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