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that taxes be cut while he increased

This unprecedented

in the Congress,

but reliable

proposal

Federal

net only met heavy op-

samples of public

opinion

show-

ed the American people were also opposed to a tax out without a cut in
spending.
Second,
lation

the President,

in 1961, failed

who had promised

to llve up to his promise.

June 19, 1963 that he submitted
crisis

of demonstrations

ed Congress

major civil rights

It was not until

a civil rights program,

and violence

to act in a few months

legis-

forced his hand.

only after the
Then he expect-
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Historically,
the passage of civil rights legislation is a long,
drawn-out affair.
This is because many members of Mr. Kennedy's own
political party are opposed to civil rights legislation.
Had the
President kept his campaign pledge and sent his program to Congress in
1961, new civil rights statutes would have been on the books before
demonstrations
and violence were ever precipitated.
As for a tax cut, Mr. Kennedy could have had it this year had he
cut spending.
But he did the opposite:
He asked for a $4.5 billion
increase in spending and $7.8 billion in future authorizations.
The
opposition by the Congress and the American people has not been to a
tax cut but to increased spending and a tax cut.
As matters now stand
Congress has decided to delay action on tax legislation until it has
had a look at Mr. Kennedy's January budget for next year.
In the final analysis, it is President Kennedyts own mismanagement of his legislative program that has kept Congress in session
since last January and everybody in Washington knows it.
In all the welter of criticism the meat of the coconut is overlooked -- it is the basic divergence of opinion between the President
on the one hand and the American people and the Congress on the other.
(Halleck
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