
MINUTESOF THE 0ND HUNDREDAND SIXTY-FIRSTMEETING OF THE
REPUBLICANLEADERSHIPOF THE CONGRESS CALLED FOR WED_.rESDAY_
F_RUARY T_ENTY-EIGHTH_1968_ AT 1:30 P.M. IN THE CAPITOL
OFFICE (S-124)OF THE CONSULTANTTO Th]_LEADERSHIP_
JO_ B. FISHER

Present:

ChairmanBliss
SenatorsDirksen_Scott
CongressmenFord_ Arends_Rhodes_Wilson_ Goodel!_Poff_ Cramer

Absent:

SenatorsKuchel_Hickeniooper_Smith_ Young_ Murphy
CongressmenLaird_ Smith

Also Present:

John B. Fisher_Bryce Harlo%J,Robert McCormick_PatrickBoe_nnsa;
Har_j Brookshire_J. Mark Trice

The Chairmancalled the meeting to order at 1:37 P.M.

CongressmanFord read his previously-preparedpress statementre-

lating to "Doubtson the Part of the Administration"and after severalminor

changesit was approved.

SenatorDirksenthen read his previously-preparedstatementon the

same subjectand it too was approvedafter amendment.

CongressmanFord raised a question as to whether or not the President

was sendingup to the Congress a declarationof war. There seemed to be no

informationon this subject.

SenatorDirksenraised a question as to what might be the reason for

the 5:00 o'clockpress conferenceof GovernorRomney but no definite information

was available.

CongressmanFord spoke of the "start and stop bombing effort'in Viet-

nem and this situationin relation to additionaltroops was briefly-discussed.

There being no furtherbusiness the meeting adjournedat 2:05 P.M.
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