THE JOINT SENATE-HOUSE R¥FUBLICAN LEADERSEIP
STRATOR DIRKSEN - RUPRESENTATIVE FORD

March 18, 19656

STATEMENT BY RIPRESENTATIVY FORD: In a serles of messages
to Congress that are almost encyclopedic in the listing of problems
purportedly to be solved by the Federal governmment, President Jopmson
proposaes enactment of laws and the appropriation of funds that wiil
place the Federal foot in the door of every important function now
reserved %o the states and local commumities.

The formula is ingenious. The future needs of every locality
for the next 10 to 20 years are fed, computer-like, into the Federal
mew to arrive at a gigantic nationwide figure calculated to stagger
the imagination and reduce the citizen to a feeling of utter helplessness.
The herioc answer 1s, of course, ths one now being set forth almost
dally by the Johnson Administration, which 1s: Only the Federal
government can handle the problem.

Had our founding fathers examined the problems confronting
them on tha same basis, this country probably would have remalned a
British colony with the Crown handling everything. The fact that the
atates and local communities have been meeting these probleme in thelr
relatively si ple locales for nearly two centuries of mequaled progress

is igmored.
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Federallzed schools, text books, and teachers, Fgderalized
zoning, building codes, health centers, and transportation, Federalized
libraries, lsboratories, auvditoriums and theaters - - all these zsnd much
more are now in prospect for our states and local communlties. In time
our atate and local governments can only be reduced to resident sgents
for the huge central authority in Waehington.

Porhapas the American pecple want to abandon a proven system
that has worked aas no other on earth. We don't bellave 1t. The Johnson
program has been so disguised by platitu-des and Madison aAvenus adjectives
that its real aim has not been recognized. Ye are told we ars approaching
the "Great Soclety.t

We deem it our obligation to provide our citizens with full
lmowledge of the direction in which thelr Federal administration is

hesading our nation. The end of the road 1s complete Federal coatrol,
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STATEM™NT BY SENATOR DIRKSEN: May I say by way of prelude
that both of these statements are somewhat general in character, but it
is done for a purpose. It is by way of establiBhing a predicate for
statements to follow that will be more spscific. We've donea good deal
of research work and developed background data and now, from time %o
time, 1t will follow almost the format that is used when the Presldent,
for instance, sends down his State of the Union Message and them follows
up with specific messages on a great many fields of actlvity.

The unvelling of President Johnson's “Great Soclety® makes
1t starkly clear that the Federal government has only begun to grow in
size and in power and in cost.

The central thesis of the %Great Soclety" 1s that bdlgger and
bigger government means better and better health, batter and better
educetion, better and bettsr tranaportation, and better and better
environment., It resembles political Yperpetual motion."

How big 1s government today? The ansver is simply: Itts
enormous.

Hora aras some saples of the combined impact of Feddral,
atate, and local governments: Texes and other government levies now
consume 35 percent of total national incoma. One out of every six
workers in the United Stztes is a government employee. One out of every
five dollars spent in the United States for goods and services is spent
by goverament. One dollar out of every four dollars and a half of
personal income in the United Statea 1s acomintad for by direct govern-

ment payments,



The impact of the Pederal government alone is startling:
Fedoral aid to State and local governments has risen from $2.8 billion
in 1956 to... I re-emphasize the amount... $3.8 billion... to $13.6
billion for 1966 - - and that's only a space of 10 years, dbut it's an
increase of 260 percent. Federal funds now amommt to 14 percemt of
the total state~local revenue.

These figures give some idea of the size of government today.
Right now the Federal government has more civilian employees in 30 of
the 50 states than de the states themselves, and that includes the five
biggest in the Union - - (alifornia, ¥ew York, Pennsylvania, Illinois
and Ohlo,

To all this we are now going to add President Johnson's
"Great Soclsty." There 1s no concelvable way to estimate the future
cost. The siy's the limits.

The President has already told us that balancing the budget
#too quicikly® can be "selif-defesting.® Thus the President and the
natidn, or the Congress and the nation, have been put on netice that
the "Great Socletyt will be financed by ever-increasing Pederal
deficlits and, although not predicted by the President, these deficits
conld break all records in wartime or in peacetime 1f the "Graeat Soclety!
expands as projected. It is time ALL Americana jook a hard look at the

hard facta,



QUESTINN: (Inaudible)

SKNATOR DIRKSEN: O0Oh, not state employees... 1t was a question
of resldence...

QUESTION: (Inaudible)

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I thoueght so - and my staff thoughti so -
and it must have been an inadvertance, although there are others who
felt it was deleted. But when you have 15 or 20 pecple around the
table and you're talking in groups and tolking in conceri, sometlmes
those 11ttle slips happem. But, in any event, it can be easily cured...

QURESTICN: (Inaudible)

SENATOR DIRXSEN: Oh, no... Oh, ne... not for one moment,
and I hope you make that perfectly clear.

QURSTIOH: ... the intention 1z they should be state residents -

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, Tony, the logic from my point of
view is simply this: That if you tock an exeminer from one state and
sent him to another state under Civil Service ausplces where the problem
really was... bhow easy it would de to accuse you of carpetbacging, and
that's Just one of those things that I, for ome, do not like tc inherit.

QUESTION: (Inaudibla)

SENATOR DIRKSFN: Well, it could be. HNow, 1t goes back to
just a little misunderstanding, but I shall try to cure it, of course,
in the Committee itself when we take up the bill.

QUESPICK: (Inaudible)

STHATOR DIBKSEN: Dick, that whele matter wzs pretiy

thoroughly discussed and, of course, I think you can cite the scripture
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Inorder to establish the point... but to what extent that takas placs,
I don't know. But that would have been notably true if, for instance, we
had let that provision stand... that among others he could appoint, or
the Clvil Service Commission could finger and add an additional duiy to
Federal Employeses. And I clted the fact you might ask a rursl mail
carrier in a small commmlty.... Well, he's got so many patross. Suppose
they met him out in front at the box when he came by and said if this is
what you'rs going to do, so far as I'm concerned you're just off of my
list and 1f I were you I'd just get right with the Lord and I would resign
a8 an Examlner..., so, you see, that element CAN come into the picture.

QUESTION: Senator, can you say what 1t is you plan to do
in Committes?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I have suggested that we hold
hearings in the full Committee - rather than in Sub-committee. And I
earnestly hope that view will prevail. Thet will shorten the time mome-
what, 1t will give every memder of the Committee who wishes to attend
a chance to hear ALL of the testimony.

QUESTIONt Senator, I'm sorry... I mean with regard to the
etate residency requirement. You sald it can be easily cured -

SENATOR DIEKSEN: Oh! Well, it can be easlly cured provided
that 18 the will of a majority of the Committee.

QUESTION: Can I ask Mr. Ford if he supports the bill that
3enator Dirksen has -

REP, FORD; 1 think it's aprropriate to say first that

we sll imow the President, when he spoks %o us Honday n%ght. sald he was

!
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sending up a law... if that were the case, 1t wouldn't make any
difference whethar I introduced a bill or not.

I'm not introducing a ©ill... on the other hand, I think my
rocord snd the record of the Republicans in the House 1s clear... ve
believe there MUST be legislation, effective legislation, passed early,
80 that we can get the target of the Republlcan Party, which 1s all
people raglstered to vote in all 50 states by 1966.

Now, the Republicans in the House - early in the Seselon -
introduced some 20 bills to ensure the right of all cltizems of all
states to regilester and vote. Wé have appointed a Repudllican Task Force
in the House that has been working on legislation. I have besn in
consultation with Senator Dirksen almost daily and Congressman McCulloch,
the Senior Republican on the Committee on the Judiclary, has likewise
been consulting constantly with Senator Dirksen.

fe believe that we can develop a blll within the framework of
this legislation and we think the House ought to work 1ts will on whatever
leginlation we can come up with to achieve the purpose that we believe in.

QUESTION: +++ there hzve been some rumbles that scke Houmse
Republicans don't agree with this appreach... 50 perceat is too high...

R™P. FORD: Thers 18 no substantial disagrgement with the
1111, although we think we ought to work our OWF will along with the
members of the Demecratic Perty in the House and, as you know, hearings
started today... the Hepublicana urged that hearings be held early...
and we didn':t object to their not being held when the House was sitting.

S0 ve're in favor of immediate action for an effactive bill.
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QUESTION: ... you hove reservations... will you be a little
more spacific,..

REP. FOBD: At this peint I think 1%'s better that 1 don't
pinpoint any areas where there might be disagreement. The members of the
Committee on the Judiclary on our side will work thelr will in the
Comnittee hearings and we on the floor.

1 think the most important thing is that Senator Dirksen
and I - along with the House Republicans and the Semats Republicans - ars
urging immediate action on leglsiation which will attack the problem
effectively in every state of the Union.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Let me amplify... You should remember that
they do not have dual sponsership in the House as we 40 In the Sgnata.

So there is no particular point in introducing a great quantity of billls
that ars identic in text... when ome bill is introduced, that 1s encugh.

In the Senate, however, you can get z2s many co-sponsors as
ars willing to &o on a bill and that puts it in a2 conslderably different
frame.

QUESTION: Mr. Ford, wouldn't it help speed limedlate action
if you had a specific proposal from the Republican aide?

RIP. FORD: I don't think so. They do have the bill that
was sent up by the President and Attorney General Katsenbach... this 1s
the vehlcle upon which hearings are being held. After they've had
testimony from the proponents... opponents... then the Committee will
work 1ts will and they have '"a® wehicle plus some 20 Republican propesals

that have been in the mill since January 4th, I think there's ample basis



upon which a good plece of legislation can evolve.

QUESTIONt Mr. Ford, are you concernsd with all this
bipartisanship the Republicans may lose some of the pdlitical threat
for this legislation?

REP, FORD: I'm not at all concerned about that as long as
we get 000D lsglslation. If we have the right kind of legislation, the
Republicans AND the Democrate will get approprlats revards.

QUESTION: Senator Dirlmen -

STNATOR DIRRSEN: (Interrupts) I want to... let me anawer
B1ll Thels by saying that a similar question was addressed, I think,
to Thomas Jefferson and after discusaing, he sald: "The approdbation
which may have been long denied will be forthcoming.®

So 1t's not a question of credit, it's a questlon of getting
a Job done.

Sam had a quesiion =

QUESTION: ...It has been charged (I think even in such a
conservative journal as the WALL STRFET JOURNAL) that the Republican
alternatives to the "Great Soclety" are vastly more cosily, would take
much more money out of ths Treasury...

SENATOR DIRKSZN: UWho said that? (LAUGETIR)

QUESTION: THE WALL STREET JOURKAL!

SENATOR DIRKSEZN: Ok, no, now... you said it was in the
WALL BTHEST JOURNAL ... authoritative publication. How... {Senator
and Questloner talking at once)... Now, whose by-line was 1t?

QUESTION: ... the schools, (LAUGHTHR) ... the school

bill will be vastly mors expensive than the Administration school bill...
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Medlcare more expensive than the hospital care... and the Reglonal
Rehsbilitation Ald Program promoted by the Republicans will be moras
expensive., I'm not saylng this is so... I say the charge haas been made...
now, what is the answer?

SEFATOR DIRKSIN: VYell, Sam, I ought to put you cn the stand
end avail myself of all evidenclary rules and then we would come to grips
with this. Because we're Just dealing with a lot of figurea in thin alr,
which 1 do not accept as authoritative at all. After 17 years on the
Appropriations Committee of the House and Senate, 1 can tell you that
when you break thaese figures down they come out rather differently, and
80 I'm not going to be in the position of generallzing until I sea
a apecific, because it maltes 3ll the differsence in the world. And I
say that without my tongue in my cheek and withont forfelting my high
regard for that very eminent newspaper, THF WALL STREST JOURNAL.

( LAUGHTER)

BEP, PORD: Senator, I would like %o respond to Sam's
comment. If you take the Administration's so-called “Medicare® Bill
and provide the same benefits that the Byrnes proposal does, tbe
Adminiatration proposal - with the same benefits - would be at least
a third more coetly... the Republican Byrnes propoeal... because it is
not mandatory, 1t is not compulsory... and h:;ause sémething like
20 percent of the people will avall themselves of the option not to
belong, the cost will be substantlally lese 1f the Byrnes proposal waere

enacted into law.
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QUESTION: (Inaudible)

SENATOR DIRESIN: You mean for... well, for enactment of
the bill, or for concluding deliberations in the Senate...

QUESTION: Either one =

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, let me just spell out... If we take
the full time and from Monday wmtil April 9 - excluding Saturdays and
Sundaye - is actually 15 working days. Now assume it comea back on the
calendar and 1t will come back becauss this motlon 1s going to be agreed
to by the Sgnate.

How you could set it the following Monday ~ that would be
10, 11, 12, I suppose - and then you reason from there on. And I must
be 80 frank as to confess a slight difficulty, because early in the
year - back in January - we agreed upon a recess period for Easter, which
begins on the 18th after the close of buasinese and rumns, I beliave,
until the 21lst. Now, I'd probably have to fortify mysdlf on the card
and Bs@e...

QUESTION: (Inaudible)

SENATOR DIRKSEN: fThatts right... conclusion of business on
April 15 until noon, WEdnesday, April 21. Now from the 12th...
say, Monday to the Eb... is three days. Can you finish in that time...
and having announced this so leng sgo, are Ve roslly at liberty
where members have mede thelr plans for speeches and all the other
attributes of this business, sancel out the Faster Recees?! I have
some grave doubts about it -~ nor do I belleve that Easter period la

going to be fateful. Because I appralse the temper of the Semate... I do
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not believe there will be a filibuster... I do not belleve thers will
be even what I am pleased to refer to guphenistically as "extended
discussion.® I think the fever is in the air and they're going to dispose
of this matter and it won't iake too long. But I'm afraid I'd be a
prophet without honor in my own country 1f I tried to tell you that on
a given date we're going to finish action on the blll.

QUESTION: You're apt to be here all summer =

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I'm confident that we're not.

QUESTION: (Insudible)

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Louder -

QUESTION: Saturday being the first day of spring, do you
have any comment on that?! (LAUGHTER)

STNATOR DIRKSEN: I have only one comment. I have
digcoversd that tulip bulbs don't de very well if you have %o use a
plckaxe to put them in. (LAUGETER) And so I'm afrald that feeling of
nostalgia I get everytime I ses a hyncinth pop his beld 1ittle head
above the solil... is not zoing to be requited and I shall be a very
impatient person,

Put I will say to you whare all the world can hear... that
after these long sessions in my office day after day... gotting out
sometimes at midnight... that [ could use a little rest.

QUESTION: Thank you.

QURESTION: Semator, if by soms chance there were a
f1libduster, how long would it go on?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, 1'd rather not speculate on it
because I do not belleve it's going to be necessary, ot we'll come

to that bridge and cross 1t when necessary.
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