
MINUTES OF THE EIGHTY-SECOND MEETING OF THE JOINT REFUBLICAIN
CONGRESSIO_L_LLEADERS CALLED FOR TUESDAY; MAY 26, 1964, AT
9:00 A.M. IN THE CAPITOL OFFICE (H-202) OF THE HOUSE
MINORITY LEADER, THE HONORABLE CHARLES A. HALLECK

Pre sent:

Members: Senators Dirksen and Kuchel
Congressmen Halleck_ Arends_ Ford

Absent:

The Presiding Officer_ CongresamanWilliamE. Miller
Senators Saltonstall, Morton, Hickenlooper
Congressmen Bro_m_ Byrnes_ Wilson

Also Present: Robert Humphreys_ Bryce Harlow, Harry Brookshire_
Robert Allett, Mark Trice

Senator Dirksen called the meeting to order at 9:15 A.M. and stated

that the agenda was as follows:

Lack of Viet Nam Policy

LBJ Economy "Snow Job"

Other Legislative Matters

LACK OF VIET NAMPOLICY

Senator Dirksen proceeded to read the prepared press release on this

subject. Several minor changes were made and the statement was approved.

A copy is attached.

Congressman Arends stated that he had concluded from Secretary

MeNamara's statements before his Conm_itteethat the Administration _ill

play the situation by ear until after November. He thought that the

last sentence should include words to the effect that the Administration

should tell the truth and the facts to the American people.

LBJ ECONOMY "SNOW JOB"

Congressman Halleck then read for the information of the Members a

previously-prepared fact sheet on this subject. After minor changes the

statement was approved as read. A copy is attached.



Minutes of the Republican Leadership Meeting - 2 May 26_ 1964

Congressman Halleck stated he had talked with the Speaker regarding

when the House might recess for the Republican National Convention and

from what he had gathered it looked as though it might be possible to

recess from July 3 until July 20.

Congressman Halleck stated that the House had only two appropriation

hills remainlng_ namely, Foreign Aid snd Public Works.

Congressman Halleck raised a question as to how best the Republicans

in the House might present their side of the story to the Resolution

Committee of the Republican National Committee. After discussion it was

agreed that a special meeting of the Membership would be called for next

Tuesday morning at which time Congressman Laird would be invited.

The Civil Rights bill was briefly discussed.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:20 A.M.

Acting Secretary



Since November i, 1963 South Vlet _ has had 3 different governments (Diem,

_Irahand Khanh) and the _n!ted States has had two (Kennedy 8_.dJohnson). The fla!l

_ vne Diem govezT_nentg_ew out of the Buddlet-Cathollc controversy floatstirred u_

Lu _y 1963 and the engineering of the coup has been lald at the feet of the Eenne4

_dmlnlMratlon. In the spring of 1963 themop-up of the Vlet Cong was supposed to

,veilunde_ _y but the military situation has deterlo_ated ever since because of t_

Lnslstenceof _ashlngtonof equatingpoliticalreformwi_h the st_le.

_$oz_ recently the_e has been E_o_'ing criticism of _.S. milltal_j policy as _ell

_spoliticalpolicyin Sou_h$_etNeon.Withan Americanforcein excessef 15,000

nllltar_jpersonnelon the seeneln"advisory'_and "tr_ng" _oles,the UnitedStates

_o _te has sub'fetednearlya thousandua_ualt!eswiththosefrilledtotallin_in

._xcessof 200,more thanhalf of whom_erekilledin combat.
f

A serieso£ al"tlelesby S_z_j_pe-}Io_srd_e_r_e_ _im _,_Lamasfz_)mSouthViet

{amhas accusedthe DefenseDe_a_tmm_ntof giv!n_oft?personnelOutmodedand inade-

"_.:_ equipmentand of _einEmo_e Inte_ste_ in tz'ainin_ Americansin gue_lla waz

._az_tl3anin helplr_the V1et Na_se extricatethemselves,,Wltho_tdemlalf_om th_

_fense Depa_m_nt Luoasdeclared:'_e'verun 35,000to _0,000Amerlcanpersonnel

;}ITouEhthe mill here in threeyears,_ conten4uln_t_he_e_sonnelwoI_in the field

:orfour to six months,thena_ pulledintoSai_onfo_ a staff_ob and ?etu_ned

_om_at the end of a year. He um_te_hathe talkedto one Viet Namesebattalion

:ormm_n_1-who had _o less thanII U.S,ad_e/_s in _ Y_Xrs_-'eachof _hom:'wanted

;ochsn_ so_thi_ basic in the way the battalion_s beingrun.,"He contendstha

;_eViet Namesemo_alehas _ bottom.

_1_!O1_S _ t_ V!et Con_ _o So_ithVietNsm w_eh repoi-tedly were _./nnlD4_

_ea_.ya yea_aKo l_avenov;been %_-;e_sed,The mo_alepicturehas notbe_n helped

_nFby _epestedstate_nts sta_ln_ _IthPTesldentKenned_on _ay 196Bthatth_

_nlted _tates Dlenned to wlthd1_awtr_o_8 fT_m _he ar_a.

Now with t21edefec_!ol_of Cambodia f_om _ pros-American_osltlon a_d wl_h td%e
!ommunistre-lnvasloncf Lasso, the de_e_ioI_atlonhas _ached a _"_ve state,So _"rS_
n fac_that the Admlnist_atlon(Rusk)on _m_ 22 publiclyis _alM_n_ab_t :'expand-
,n_ the war.'




