MINUTES OF THE EIGHTY-FOURTH MEETING OF THE JOINT REPUBLICAN
CONGRESSTONAL LEADERS CALLED FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 196k, AT
9:00 A.M. IN THE CAPITOL OFFICE (5-230) OF THE SENATE MINORITY
LEADER, THE HONORABLE EVERETT MC KIVLEY DTRKSEN

Present:

Senators Dirksen, Kuchel, Morton, Hickenlooper
Congressmen Halleck, Brown, Byrnes

Absent:
The Presiding Officer, William E. Miller
Senator Saltonstall
Congressmen Arends, Ford, Wilson
Also Present: Robert Humphreys, Harry Brookshire, Robert Allett,
Mark Trice
Senator Dirksen called the meeting to order at G:12 A.M. and stated
that the agenda for the meeting was as follows:
Viet Nam in an Election Year
Soviet Consular Treaties

Legislative Matters

VIET NAM IN AN ELECTION YEAR

Senator Dirksen asked Congressman Halieck to read the prepared
statement on this subject, which he did. The statement was approved as
read and a copy is attached.

SOVIET CONSULAR TREATIES

Senator Dirksen then read his prepared statement on this subject
and the statement was approved as read. A copy is attached.

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS

it was stated that the House was taking up the Debt Ceiling, Excise
Taxes and the Pay Raise legislation and that the House had scheduled its
next hearing on. Seccial Security for June 22. Tt was thought that late in

the session legislation would be reported for a 5% increase across the
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board ancé include amendments to the Kerr-Mills Act.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:53 A.M.

. G, Foee

Afting Secretary




[ Jong 1900 ]

Tgtablishment of U.S.-Soviet comsuletes i nout new, Conavlates #xisbted in

Yiadiventok, New York snd Gen Frencisco and were cpened uier the ¥FLE-Litvinoy

13 agreement without She benelit of formal) conweadion. Sel wp ok tho basis of
«n spohange of letters, the old consuleles were closed on Sovied Initlative in
1546, The State Department wanted a formml agreement thin Lime.

Conzulates affer assistance and protectisn %o eitizenc zbread, promoie frsde
perParm nobapy services, process birth and saredage cartificatesn; covbilfy wills,
axpedite travel decuments, provide tranplation services, adwige or lotal lawa and
osn pepresent citizens ané buaimess in dealings with the nhost govermment.

The U ‘mt@:: a provision in the conoulsr conventlon requizing motificatigl
of Americen suthosities within three days of the sppeehension of Amerlifsn nstions
aceused of violating Scviet laws, anmd pocess to the priscoer s=ithin four dayz. In
yaars pant the Soviets bave held jmevicans botally incopmpmicads as long as pine
months and only last dovember Profesasy Eederishk €. Sughoomn of fale was held ine
acwmumicads Tor 13 deys. Yo &xbange the Soviets ingisted on diplombic irmemnity
ror consular officers snd staff mationsls.

he Sew York Times reported "The Justice Depevtment wue savy of extandlng
plamiet immunily, nob only becauge it foaved difficulties in policing the Jovisd
offieizis, Dut 2loo bocsuse dozens of othor natione cowld now Irgitimetely demand
the geme avrangement oudor oonbefuversd-nation agreemgnts.” Yevertheless, the
Pimes sdded "The omoulsy convention is expected to becoms the model fur simtlar
sgroenents with other Communist pountries.”

The consulap conveatiom, frticle TIX, Jectien Z reads: Gensular officers
and employees of the ecnsular gatablstment wha are pationals of She sending state
ahnll enjoy immmity Crom the cetminal furisdizticn of the vecelving ghate.”

J. Bdgar Eoover, testifying in Joouary with apparent ¢ismng st the inoTesze
in Soviet bloe officxsl representation in Shis countvy, Bald tnat “as of Jza. 1,
1664 there were T4 Joviet blos pevsummel in thla ool P essanecmpanied by 1,059

endents zoms of shom bave Inmtslligence assignments.” This tatal of 1 L83 i

up 36 percent foom 1960 {1,358) and promises TO inemenie wglll more if the Suviet
aonsnlates ard projected RumsnioDn esesay ale establisheda
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New Yoryk Times, May =4, 1964, Arthur Erock column:

"He {Johmson) is acutely sware of dimsaster factors in the involvement
of the United States in Bouthespt Asiz that a strong Republlican campalgher
/ eowldé successfully attribute to Administration policy, and could requlire

him to m%ge the fateful decision he hopes to postpone until the election
is aver,”

New York Times, War 24, 1964, Hedrviex Smith story cub of Washington:

“But so Par at least, President Johnson, who may be facing his own
TCuban erisis,' has not made the hepd decisions, The iddministration 1s
moving with the usual caution of an election yeayr though meny here doubd
that the eritiesl ¢hoices in Scuthesst Asia can be put of F until Hovember.’

washington Post, Jume 1, 1684, John Haffre siory out of Saizons

"Vietnamese sources {orecast incressed leld actlvity in Viet Nam and
Laos, but say 1t will stop short of a dirvect challenge that might fovree
the 7.3, to take some face~saving zetion it would prefler to avoid during
an election year.

"Phis Peeling was summed up in a recent front-page ediforial in the
Saigon Poat. It noted that the Ccmmmist Viet Cong rebels are not hempered
by any election campaign snd comcluded that 'what is worse, they damiied
well krmow we have our hands tied until Hovember)'

yashington Star, May 15, 1064, Richard Fryklund interpretive veport:

the MoeNamars 'audit' of the war in Viet Hom showed that a decisien
on expansion of the war to the north probably need not be made unbdbil the
end of this year, Government officials eaid today...

TSome Americsan military leaders believe that the signs of sucecess oF
failure could come in a Tew montha., Gen. Hhanb 18 esxld o look to late fall
for the turning peint. American officials, however, believe a declision
probably need not be made until Decsuber or later.”

Hew Tors Times, June 2, 1 HMax Frsnkel story out of Honolulu:

Phe (high Administration) officiale hope now $o stretoh over a
longer pericd of time z program of less draomatic political and military
moves designed to combat doubts about washington's commitment to the
vegion -- snd especizlly to Scuth Vietnam,”

zaghington Post, June 3, 1G64, Robert Ibrshim (UPL) stopy out of Homolalu:

"A top-level conference of U.3, policy makers reached 2 comelusion
today with o spolkesman reporting they Hil% recommend no hasic change in
the 3.3, military role in 3outh Viet Hum.




