GOP LIADFERS CONFZERINCE
SFNATOR DIRKSIN - REPRESERTATIVE HALLTCK

June 11, 1964

RWPERSENTATIVE HALLECE: We are serlously dlsturbed by rereated
reports in responsible newspapers that the Johneon Adminlsiration is
postponing a declslon on the war in Viet Fam until after the slectlon
in Novenmber.

This has twice been reported by the New York Times whose highly-
repected columalst Arthur Krock wrote in the May 24th isgue thet
President Johnson fears the election campaign could “require him %o
make the fateful decision he hopes to postpone until after election
day." 1In the same issue 2 Washington story on Viet Fam demcribed the
Administration as "moving with the usual cautlon of an election year
though many here doubt that the critical choices in Southeast Asia can
be put off untll Hovembaer."

he Washington Poot on June 1 reperted from Salgon that the
Tiet Namese think there will be increased action this year #but say it
will atop short of a direct challenge that mlght forte the United States
to take some foce-saving action it would prefer to avold during an
election year.® The story also rsported that a Vist NYamese paper, the
Saigon Poat, in a front-pege editorial had "poted that the Cormunist
Viet Cong rebsels are not hampered by any election campaigniand conclvded

that Ywhat is worae, they kmow wa have our hands tied wntil Hovanbar.




The Washington Star has reported thai no decislon wlll be made
wtil "December of later," while the New York Times -~ covering the
Honolulu conference on Viet Nam sald "offlclals hope now to stretch
over a longer period of time a program of less dramatic political end
military novest in South Viet Nam. T

Two weaks ago ths Joint Senate~House Republican leadership
declared "indecision in Washington is dribdbling away both American lives
and American prestige in Southeast Asla." If thie indecision is based
on the politics of an election ysar, as the press 1s indlcating, the
Johnson Administration must be prepared %o answer for it. We think all
Americans will support a firm policy in Viet Ram, but they will never
tolerate an election year gamble that could endanger the American

peeition in the Far Zast.

SENATOR DIEBESEN: Good morning, ladles and gentlemen. On Jume 1,
the United States and the Sovliei Union signed a censular convention,
the first bilateral treaty ever negoitiated betwaen the two natlons.
Subject to ratification by the Senata, the convention would authorize
negotiations for the Soviet Union to open consular offices in such
cltles as New York, Chicago, and San Francisco in exchangs for similar
American offices in the Soviet Unlon.

The agreement contains an unprecBdented concession to the Soviet

~

Thion., Although a comsular office 1s concerned principally with trade add

its officials and employees do not enjoy diplomatic lmmumnity, the Soviet
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Tnion demanded that a provision be included for immunity from
progsecution for crime, including esplonage.

Only four months earlier, J. Bigar Hoover, Chief of the ¥BI,
testifled before the Housa Appropriations Committee as follows (and I
guote him):

41t is well established that a top-heavy percentage of Soviet
bloc official personnel assigned to this country actually have
intelligence assignments... the number of these rppresentatives has
steadily increased over the years and the Soviet bloc works diligently
to send more and more such represeatatives to thia country.®

The Attorney General, Robert Kemnedy, has stated that "Communlst
esplonage in this country is much more active than it ever hes bean.®
Yet the Senate is now going to be asked to ratlfy an agreement that
will increase Soviet esplonage and cloak 1t with lmmnisy from prosecution
to boot,

The State Department tells us the unprecedented immmnity concessien
wes necessary to obtain a Soviet agreement to notify our authoritles
of the apprehension of American nationals within three days and accord
access to them within four days. We think the Senate should take an
exhoustive look at this atrange deal before any vote on ratiflcation.

If the fussians ars 'mellowing® as the State Department contends,
then the United States has pald an exhorbitant price simply to get the
Soviet Union to accord Americen citizens ths same treatment that other

civilized socleties do.
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QUESTION:  Senator, does thet mesn that Republicans are
going to vots ratifleation of this treaty?

SEH. DIRKSEN: Well, we want to f£ind out exactly what ie involved
hers, what 1p meant by these provisicns in Article 19 of the cenvention,
because 1t contalns three paragraphs... and as you read them, they seem
abundantly elear on the point that there is an immmity from prosecution
for erimss. WYell, obviously, espionsge 1s a crime, and unless we walve -
there the matter would stand.

How this 1ls zoing to have to have some clarification becauvse I
thinic that's zoing to be a very difficult idea to sell to the Senate.

QUESTION:  (Insudible)

SEN, DIRKSTH: Well, I have no timetable in mind, because there
are sprropriation bills, thers 1a the debt limit, there are tha exclos
tax extensions, and a great many other items. Scme kind of s timetabdle
will have %o be set up, but certainly this would have to follow beenusa
there IS a limitatlon, namely the end of the flscal year, so far as
appropriations and these other items are concerned.

QUESTION: Senator, this thing dossn's have 30 be acted on in
tiila Congress =

SEN DISKSFN: 3Zxactly so. There ars other conventions pending
now that have deen around for quite some time on which there never was
any actlon,

QUESTION: Have you got any information, Sanator, that the
Administratlon wante %0 ratify -

SEH. DIRXSTE: Well, I can'y say they wsnt to ratify it guickly,

but the Presidentis stutement has heen made wlbth respect to this
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so-called convention and one would assume, 0f couraeg, that he would
net want mdue delay. 3But I think we can be nretty well assured that
this is golng to have an exhaustive look-see.

QUSSTION: Senator, what elss do you think has got to be done
befors the Republicen Convention... (coughing at this noint)... you've
got the civil rights bill... vwhat elee do you have to have?

87N, DIRKSEN: WYell, on appropriation bills, of course, you can
pass an interin resolution covering virtually all of your regular
supply bills. 1 presume you could even do it so far as the public dedbt
is concerned, although the House evidently, the House Committee is going
to take action as { mndarstand this week or next week and Congressmasn
Balleck can speak to that - and that would be true of gxcise taxes also,
beeause wnless you have an interim resolution, obviocusly there's going to
be asome tax laws,

QUESTIONg Speaking about excise taxes, do you axpect the Senute
to sliminate that package of excise taxes -

SBN. DIRKSEN: Certalnly the matter will be presented in the
House. I hope it succeeds. I undertook that defore in the Senate
Finance Committee... succeeded far beyond my expectationa for a peried of
one day and some hours... and vhen 1 god to the Committee at 3 o'cloclk,
I found that under a motion to reconsider it had been completely flopped
about and that I lost on all four categories by one vete in the
Commitites.

QUESTICE: If your position doss not win in the House, will you

then forget sheut 1t for another year?
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SENATOR DIRKSEN; Oh, mo, I shall certainly present the matter
in the Sgnate all over agaln.

REP, EALLZCK: Thers will e a Repubtlican motlon %o recommit
on gxcise tax extention - to cut back 5 percent and then 5 percent - and
finally eliminate it all. The matter will come on under a closed rule,
but that still leaves to us the right to a motion %o recommii end my
guess would be as of the momen$ that motion to recommit will provail,

QUESTION:  (Inaudible)

R, EALIECK:; That's right... 5 percent the filrst year, 5 percent
the second, which would be the elimination of the exclse tax.

QUESTION: (Inaudible)

REP, HALLFCE: 'That's right.

SINATOR DIRKSEN: One difficulty thers, as you knmow, 1s that
the merchants have to make a raturm so that even if you emnt the tax in
half, you still have the durden upon thousands and thousands of small
businesses in the comitry.

R¥P, HALLECK: Yes, but I think, Semator, if the business people

wvho are burdened with this could look forwmrd to the sllmination of that

tax, they would be very happy sbout it.

QUESTINNY Don't you want to speak to the comsumer, too?

HEP, HALLTCK: I trust the consumer would ppofit by it. And
we hear a lot of talk about the consumers, bui scmetimee I think some of
us who gemerally are not suppesed %o be for the consumer reslly are mors
for him than scme other people we could think of.

QUESTICE: You want to just cut the excise tax to 5 percent -

TP, BALIRCK: That's right.
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QUESTION; Mr. Halleck, the Ways and Heans Committee hasn't
reported the bill out yet...

REP, HALLECK) I think they have... I'm not sure about that,

But it will de reported and will be on the floor next week under a
closed rule, but as I say the ciosed rule will still leave to the
minority the motion to recommit.

QUESTION: (Agks esomething about Viet Ham... does Rep. Halleck
thiniz there should be enlarged military esction ageinst Communlats in
¥orth Viet Nam?)

REP, HaliBECK: Well, I have boen asked before Just exactly what
I would do in Viet Ram. I do not have... I haven't been... ne one has
talked to me about 1t particulariy in quite some time, and I don't
have all of the information. All I'm saying is: whatever policy we
have there, if{ ought to be annovnced and it ought to be firm and it
ocught to be followed.

QUESTICN: ... a mpajor campalgn issue?

REP, HALLFCK: I would think so. I don't... many times we say
that any matver lavolving foreign affairs should not be a major campaign
iagus. But there have been campaign issues against our side and I gusss
probably 1t would be gquite falr to say there mey be some falr isoumes in
respact to the other slde,

QUESTICH: Mr. Halleek, 1f the civil rights bill is passed in
the Senata - substantially in its present form - what will hsppento 1t
in the Housa?

REP. FALLECK: Well, I've eald before... there are ftwo course

generally open, thers could be thres. Thers cauld de a motlon to suspend
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the rules if the Speaker euw £it to do Lhat - to %ake the Senate bill.
1 doubt whether that course would de taokem. The other courae would be,
of courae?mtadly there vould be an objection to an unenimous
consent request - to send it %o conference, or %0 take tho Senats bHill -
that probably a request would be made for a rule to either send the bHill
to conferenca or to fake the bill as finally amended by the Senate.
And I thinlke the determination as to that course would in large measure
depend on Just what the Senate does with the bill now that they are in
the amendment stage.

QUERTICH; Speaklng of a more immedinte matter, Mr. Halleck, do
you expect z record vots on the pay bill this afternoon? Do you want
the Eepubliczns o support a move for s record vote?

E¥P, EALLECK: Well, I don't care what they do. 4s far 2s I'm
concerned, I voted againast it before and I propose to vote asgainst it thie
timg. XNow Senator Dirksen doesn't gquite agree with me in that matter,
but 1% wouldn't be the first times that he and I haven't sean exactly aliks
on everything and probably won't be the last. But at leaat that's my
position. I don't care whether thay call the rold or not - in order that
I may not be under any question about 1%, I'll jJust announcs now that
whether they call the rold or not - if theay don’t call the rold, that's
somebody else's business - if they do— call the rold, I'm going to vote
o, #

QUESTION: Don't you think in view of this that there shonld be

a roli=call vote?

REP, BALLECK: I don't want %o zet into that. That's a matter

for the House of Representatives to determine. We eolled the roll bafore,
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the measure was defeated. It has been substantlally changed slnce that
tima, the increase has been reduced, and the effective dats has been
delayed. How much change that will mska, I do not lmow.

QUESTION:  You are still oppased to that reduetion?

5P, HALLECK: Yes,

QUESTIOR: (Inaudible)

RIP, JALLECK: I wouldn't think so. Of course, we've got a
convention coming up out in San Francisco - some 17 members of the
House are on the Resolutions Committee, they're starting their
deliberations the first waselk of the convention, preliminary to the
convention. I had expressed the hope in many quarters around W,shington
where they gight have something %o say about it - that we ocught teo de
cleared in the House of Representatives from July 3 to July 20. Now I
know many peopls hope that the civil rights bill can be down at the
Yhite House before July 3, before the opening of cur conventiocan. I
would... of course, Senator Dirksen can %ell you much moye about the
timatable than I esn and obviocusly the situation in the Hsuse cen be
in soms meamure controlled by the Chalrman of the Rules Committee, but
in tha final analyais, while the Democrats have 10 members on the Rules
Committee and the Republicans heve only 5, 1t 13 no secret that Republican
members of the Bules Committee btrought the dill tec the flser of the
House and I suppose will have te be depended upon again - having some
regard to the timetable that ecan be set up.

QUECTION; Senator Dirksen and Representative Halleck... (asks

about Presidentlal succession...)
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REP, HALLECK: Spenking for myself, I don't think se.

QUESTION: Senator Ddrksen, do you want to comment?

S7N. DIRXSEN: Well, the matter is still in Subcommittee. Ye
agreed to send it to the full conmittes in Judiclary with reservations,
of course, so that if any godificatione are presented they wlll be
considered in good faith. Now we haven't met in quite some time and
that was palinly due to the fact?that ve ware lmmobilized as a result
of the civil rights struggle... the eormittees can go forward now, I
think, at a recsonably early date: I might say we're havinz a little
survey made %o ascersaln how many of the pending amendments to the
pending civil rights ®ill may be called up. The last cownt indicated
that altogether there are over 500 amendments, but we had a nose-count
oen our side and a very respectably modest number will be called up -
many of those are, woll, I won't say incomsequential, but they're not
too pubstantial, and thersfore it doesn't tale %00 lomg to dlspese of
them. I belleve a simlilar survey is taking place on the other slide of
the aisle. And we will be able to fusbion some kind of a target for
completion of the work on c¢ivil rights within the next few days.

GUISTION: ... Congresa finish all of itz work by Democratlo
convantlon time?

SEN, DIRKSTH: Well, frankly, that I do not know, because it
depends on how controversial ond how many controverslal matters may be
presented after we come back from San Prancisco. Thare will bs time to
got the pending business out of the way - probably a few additlonal

things - and then, of course, we shall come back and address curselves
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as dillgently as we can to the labors in hand. 3But there is still ﬁuite
a backlog and that includes foreign ald authorization and forsign ald
appropriatioas.

QUESTION: (R0? Cl¥AR... asks about civil rights bill.)

S7N. DIFKSZN: Well, I maid all I had to say on the asubject
vhen I made those final remarita on the cloture petition. And there s
nothing furthar that I need add, What we tried to do... ] made manifast
so often and so often... was to tale a bill and get out vhat I thought
ware the imperfections and the deficlencles and make it prectical and
workable. I think it's generally conceded that it had imperfections
in it. I thought out of this composlite effort there cmme a very good
substitute - not offensive - but 4t is vorlkable and it will meke an
excellent start. Beyond that I have no particular comment to make
with respect to what might have been 8aid by an individual Semator.

QUSSTION: ... this bdil]l would make an excellent start. Does
fhia 1mply... (rest of guestion not clear).

SEI'. DIRRSEN: Well, I'm drawing now om thirty years of legislative
experience. In every sesslion now ve conslder housing bills that go
back $o the parent dill in 1934, I don't lnow how many times I have
voted on reciprocal trade ... it would come up either at the end of three
years, two years, sozetimes ons year. The legislative proceas 1s a
contiming nrocesa and you'rs dealing with certain substantive matters
and thay'll alwaye be before you. The Taft-Hartley act is, for instance,
an exceilent example. 1 doubt vhether yon'!ll ever see a session when
there isn't some sugzestion about modifyinmg that act in the labor field,

We 5till amend the Agriculture Adjustmant Act of 1934. 5o you can't say
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vhen a session cemes t0 a close that you take a sharp knife - cut down
the middle - and that's the end of it... and when you begin agaln
you're wholly detached from $he past because you'rs not.

QUESTION: Senator.... the Republican leaders across the comiry
feel that the nomination of Senator Goldwater would mesan a loes to the
Republican seats in the Senate and the House. Would you glve your
astimate as to what would happen if Semator Goldwater is nominated?

§7N, DINKSFH: Those are purely personal opinions dy those who
uttered them and beyond that I have nothing to say. The convention
will speak in due course. I believe we can summon a unified effort in
the interest of viatory and I think it will be an excellent effort when
we got around to 1it.

R¥P. HALL®CX: I've been saying for a long time and I still
say 1%... we're going to have a convention in San Franclsco... the
delegates are going to run that convention... ve're going to write a
platform. The Chairman of that Platform Committee ia Mel lalrd of
Wisconsin who has had o lot of experience in this regard. He's...
they're going to write a good platform... the 100 members of the
Resolution Committae, the Blatform Gommittea, will write 1t. It will
be a plaiform devised for the best interests of all of the peocple of
thls comntry. I've also sald that the comvention will nominate a
esndidate. He's going to be a good man - Or woman - 1 guess it will
be a man - and he's going to be elected. As far as I'nm concornmed, I am
as confident nov as I've been all along and I stand by that position.

QUESTICH: Thank youa
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