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R_ES_TIV_ HALLECK: _e are seriously disturted by repeated

reports in responsible newspapers that the JohnsO_ Administration is

postponing a decision on the war in Vlet Nam until after the election

in November.

This hs_ twice been rep_ed bF the New york Times whose highl F-

r_ected columnist Arthur Xreck wrote in the _V 24th issue that

Fresident Johnson fears the election ca_ai_n could ,reQuire him to

n_ako the fateful decision he hopes to postpone until after election

d_F. _ In the same issue a _ashln_ton story on Viet Nam described the

_fnistration as ,_ovin_ with the usual c_ution of an election year

though _ here doubt that the critical choices in Southeast Asia can

_e plxt off until November."

T_ Washin_on lost on June i rep@rted from Sai_ that the

Viet Na_ese think there will be increased action this yas_ _ut say it

will stop short of a direct challenge that might force the _h_itedStates

to take some face-eawLng action it woul_ prefer to avoid during an

election year." The story also re_rted that a Vlet Namese paper, the

SalgOn _et. in a fron_-pa_e edi_orl_l had "noted that the Communist

Vlet Con_ rebels are not hampere_ b_ any election ca=pai_n.and concluded

that _wh_ is worse, they kno_ we have our he_ds tied until November."
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The WashL'_ton Star has reported that no decision will _e made

until "December of later., while the l_ew york Times - coverin_ the

Honolulu _onference on Viet Nnm said "officials hope nov to 9tretch

over a loneer period of time a preston of less dramatic politAcal end

millt_ mOVes"in SouthVietN_m.

Two.eeksa_otheJointSenate-HouseRepublicanLea_erehlp

declared "lndeois!on in Washin_ton in dribblin_ away both American lives

and American preeti_ in Southeast Asia." If this Lnd_teton is based

on thepoliticsof an eleutlonyear.as thepressIs indlcatln_,the

johnsonAdmlnlst_atlonmust he preparedtoanswerfor it. We thinkall

_nerlcanswillsupporta finnpolicyinYietNam,but theywillneve_

toleratean eleotlonye_"gamblethatcouldendangertheAmerican

position in the Fax" _t.

S_2_,_TO1_, DIEL-_I_: Good morning, ladieB and gentlemen. On June 1,

the Un!ted States _ the Soviet Union signed a consular eonventinn,

the f_rst bilateral treaty ever negotiated between the two nations.

Subject to ratification bF the Senate, the convention would authorize

ne_Otiations for _he SOviet Union to open consular offices in such

cities as New York. Chic_eo. a_ San t_Ta._c/eco in exchaz_e for eimil_

American offices in the _Oviet Union.

The s_eement eon_alns an unprecedentedconcessionto the So,let

_niOno ,_ltho_h a consula_ office is concerned principally with t_ade arid

its of__ict_ls and employees do not en_o¥ diplom_tic L_n_.ltF, the Soviet
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Union demanded that a provision be included for immunit¥ from

prosecution for crime, including espionage.

Only four months earlier, J. Rdg_r Hoover, Chief of the 1_I,

testified before the _use Appropriations Committee as follows (and I

quote him) !

.It Is well established that a top-heavy peroents_e of Soviet

blocofficialpersonnelassignedto thiscommit7a_t_uallyhave

intelligencea_si_,Its.., then_mberof these.rppresentatlveshas

steczlil y increased over the ¥e._s and the SOviet bloc works diligently

to send more _ ,.ore such representatives to this country°"

The Attorney General, Robert Kennedy, has stated that "Commu_st

espionase in this count_,_/ is much more active than it ever has beeD_ •

Yet _-e Senate is now _o1_ to be asked to ratify an agreement that

will Increase Soviet empicnese _nd cloak It with lemunlt¥ from prosecution

to boot.

The StateDepartmenttells us the unprecedentedl_Ity cencesslen

was necessary to obtain a Soviet a_ree=_entto notify o_r authorities

of the apprehension of American nationals within three days and accord

access to them elthln four days. We think the Senate should take an

exhnustlve look at this ot_e deal before any vote on ratlflc_tlon.

If the E:melane sue "mellowin_" as the State Department contends,

then the United Stntes h_o paid ,_nexhorbltant price simply to _et the

Soviet Union to accord Amerlcen citizens the same treatment that other

civilized societies do.
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%UEBTIONI Senator,doesthatmsan that Rep_bllcansare

_oing tO vote ratification of this treat_

S_. DIRKS:_z _ell, we want ts find out exactly wh_t is involved

here, wh_t is meant by these provisions iu Article 19 of the conVention,

bsc._tme it eent_ins three p_ra_hs.., and as you re_d them, they seem

abundantly ele_r on the point that there is an immunity from prosecution

forcrimes._ell,ob_rlo_mly,espionageisa crime,_ unlesswe waive-

there the _tter weuld stand.

_ow this is _ing to hsTe to have some clarification because I

th!nk thatls going to be a Very difficult idea to sell to the Senate.

Q_TICN_ (Inaudlble)

S_. DI_._: _ell, I have no timetable in mind, became t_re

a_ s_prop_-iatisn bills, there is the debt limit, there are the excise

tax extensions, and a _re_t aanF other lte_m. Sc_e __nd of a timeta_le

willha_etohe setup,butcer%alnl¥thlswouldhaVetofollowbecause

there IS a limi_tton, n_el F the end of the fiscal ye_, so far a_

appropriations and these other items are concernS°

_STION_ Senator, this thing d_snmt h_Ve to be acted on in

this O_n_ress-

SEN DI_=NI _Xactly SO. Ther_ are other conventi_ns pending

now t/u_t haVe been around for quits some time on which there never wa_

any _tion.

QUE_TI_N_ _ve yon _t az_v Inferma_lon, Sen_tor. that the

Administrationwante to _t_ F -

S_i_oD_F_: Well,I c_nS_ say theyw_nt to _tlfy it quickly,

bU_ the l_es_l_nt_s st_tement has _een made with respect %0 this
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so-called convention and one would assume, of course, that he would

not want tlndue delay. Bnt I think we can be pretty well assured that

this is _oing to hays an exlmustlv8 look-see.

0._TION: Senator, wh_t else do you think has got to be done

before the Republican Convention... (coughing at this point).., y_utve

thecivilrghtsbill..,what else do you have to have?

SEN, DIHK37_| Well, on appropriation bills, of course, you can

pass an interim resolution cOvering virtually all of your regula_

y bills. I presume you could even do it so far as thepublicdebt

is concerned, although the F_ase evidently, the House Cc_lttee is _oing

to take action as I understand this week or next week and COn_Tessman

Ralleok can speak to that - and that would be true of excise taxes also,

be@sues unless you have an interim resolution, obviously therees going to

be some tax laws.

QUESTION8 Speaking about excise iambs, do you _eot the Senate

to eli_inate that _ck8_ of exeise taxon -

Swd_.DIP_EN; Certainly the matter will be presented in the

HOuse. I hope it succeeds. I undertook that before in the Senate

F_uce CommitSee... su_eeded far h_nd my e_ectat!orm for a period of

o_e day and some hourw.., and when I got to the C_mittee at 3 elclouk,

I fo_ad that m_der a motion to reconsid_ it had been completely flopped

about and that I lost on all four cate_ories by one vote in the

Committee.

Q_TION; If your position does not win in t_he House, will you

then forget ab_nltit for another yearl
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S_IL%TORDLRXSENs Oh, no, I shall certainty present the m_tter

in the Senate all over _a_Ln.

_2. EA_L_-_K| _here will be a Republlcan motion to recommit

on excise t_ extention - to cut back 5 percent an_ then 5 percent - and

finally eliminate I% all. The matter will come on under a closed rv.le,

but that still leaves to ue the r_ht to a motion to recommit and mF

_'_eeswould be as of the moment that motion to recommit will prevail.

QUOtaTIon..(udible)

R_. HALI_CXl Thatls right... 5 percent the fi_t year, 5 percent

the second, whi_ would be the elimin_tion of the excise tax.

_. I_L_CK: That's r_ht.

SI_L_TORDIt_| One difficulty thare, _s you know, is that

the merchants have to meke a return so t_t even if you cut the tax in

ha._, you still have the _ _on thousends and tho_ende of small

businesses in the oo_tr_.

_. _AL_ECE: Yes, b_ I think, Senator, if the business ._eople

who _ burdened with this could look forward to the ellm_tlon of tb_t

tax° the_" would be very hsFi_v about it.

QUESTION_ Don_t you _nt to speak to the consumer, too?

_F_. HA_K; I trust the consumer _ould p_ofit by it. And

we hes_ a lot of talk a_OUt the oons_re, but sOmetimes I think so_e of

_s who _ener_.lly _ not e_p_eed to be for the cons_mez" re_lF _ moz_e

for him than s_e other people we could think of.

Q_TIO_ You want to Just cut the e_cise tax to 5 por_ent -
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Q_,_;TZONI Y_r. Halleck, _he Wa_'sand Me_ue Co_tttee _sn't

repol.ted the bill out yet...

_. _CKI I think they have... I'm not _ about t_t.

_ut it will be reported and will be on the floor next week under a

closedrule, Iratas I say the closedrule will still leave to the

zinorit F the motion to ree_tt.

QUesTION: (Asks somethl_ abo_t Yiet Nam... does p_p. I_lleck

think, there should be anla_'_ed military _ction a_ainst Commuters in

North Viet Nam?)

P_. HALLF_CK:Well,X havebee_ asked before _t exactlywhat

I would do in Viet Ram. I do not have... I havenltbeen.., no one has

talked to me abOUt it particularly iu quite some time, _ I donlt

have all of the Information.All I'm eaylDg is: whateverpolicy we

have there, i_ ought to be annom_ced_md it ought to be firm and it

o_ht to be followed.

qUESTION: ... a major _mpai6,n issue?

_, EtT.L_CKI I w_rald t,htnk so. I donlt... _ times we sa,7

that an_ matter involving foreign affairs should not be a _a_or c_unl0_!_n

Ise_. _ there have beem emmpai_nissuesmgalnsto_r side and I Emess

probablyit would be qUite fair tO Say there may be some fair Issues in

respectto the other slde.

QUESTION: Mr. H_lleek,if the civil r_Ightsbill _ passed in

the Se_ate - su_e_antially in its present form - what will happen to it

in the HOuse?

R_P. HALLECK:Well, I*ve _a_ befOrm.., there _e two co_-se

_anerallyopen, there could be three. The_ _ be a motion to suspend
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the rules if the Speaker s_ fit to do _hat - to to/_e the Senate bill.

I doubt whether that course would be t_en. The ether course would bet
beo_use

of uourse,/lmdJ_htedly there would be an objection to an lmenimolls

consent req-,_est - to send it to conference, or to take the Senate bill -

that probably a request would he _ for a role to either send the hill

to conference or to take the bill as finally amended by the Senate.

And I think the determL_ation as to that course would in 1,.,__--_emeasure

depend on Just what the Senate does with the bill now that they are in

the amendment stage.

_U_TION| Spenkin_ of a more immediate matter, Mr. Halleck, do

you expect _ record vote on _ pa_ bill this s.fternoon_ Do Fou want

the Eepubltc__.ns to support a move for a record vote?

_. P_,,.T_ECXI Well, I don't care what they do. A_ far as l'm

concerned, I vo'_,d _alnst it before and I propose to v_te _ainst it thle

time. Now Senator Dirksen doesn't quite agree with me in thet m=tter,

but It wouldnlt "be the first t_e that he and I haven't seen exact_ alike

on everything end p_babl F won't be the last. But at least that's my

position. I donlt care whether they call the rol_ or not - in order that

I _ not be =_dor ar_ question _bout it, I'll Just announce now that

whether theF call t_e rol_ ur not - if _h_, denJt call the rol_, thatls

somebodF elseSs b'Lwiness - if they do c_ll the rol_, Itm going to vote

";NO.tl

QU_STION|Don't you think in view of thls that there shouldbe

a roll-callverst

F_F. H,_I,L.RC_: I donlt want to get into that. Th_,tts a matter

fortheHo_seof Representativestodetermine._e cnlledtherollb_ore,
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_he me_ was defeated. It has been 9ub_tantiall¥ _n_t since that

time, the increase has been reduced, and the effective date has been

deleted. How_ch oh_n_e that wttl make, I do not know.

Q_D_,_TION8 You _e sttll o_l_eed to that red_tton?

QU_T IONz (Inendible)

_. _LECKz I web, nit think so. Of courses welve _ot a

con_ention €omtn_ up o_xt in San Francisco - eo_ 17 members of the

HOuse are on the Resol_Ittone Co_tttee, theFtre a_L_tt_ their

deliberations the first week of the convention, preltmln_.rF to the

convention. I had expressedthehopein many quartersaroun_Washln_ton

where they _t have 8omethtn_ to OaF about it - tl_t we ought to be

€le_ in t_heHouse of Re!_esenta_ivee from _ 3 to July 20. ,_ew I

know _an,y people hope t_t the civil rights b_ o_u be down at the

_tte House before July 3, before the o_entn_ of our convention. I

would.., of ¢olwso, Senator D_'k_en =_u toll yell mu_h mole ab_r_t the

ttne_e than I c_n and obvio_s_ the sttv_tion in the _use _u be

in se_ _m.mn'e confrere,1 bF the Ctm.trn._ of the _o.les C_nntttee, bu_

in the f_ anaZTsts, while the De_o_te h_ve 10 _sn_ers on the Rules

C_tttee and. the I_epubltc,_no _ o_LI.75, it is no oec_'et that Re!_ublic_n

me_bers of the Rules C_mmlt_eebrought the bill to the floor of the

Eouse and I suppose will h_e to be de_ended upon a_atn - hav_mg 9_e

re_-d to the _Imet_ble that _n be set _p.

_UF_:TIOlq$ Senator Dit-ksen and _preeentative _leck... (asks

abo_t P_e_dentlal succession...)
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P_"/_."HAILA_K:Spe_-_k.:l_formyself,I donltthlnkso.

O.U_STION; _n_tOr Dirksen, do Fou want to co_uncnt?

S_. DI_]_/_ Well, the matter is still in SnbcOm_ttee. We

a_eed to send it to the full committee in JudiciarF with reservations,

of course, so that if an_v _odiftcatione are presented theF will be

considered in good faith. Nov we h_venet met in quite some time

that was mainly due to the fact that we wore _mobilised as a result

of the civil rights struggle.., the eo_tttees can go forward now, I

think, at a reasonably early date_ I might say we*re hav_ a little

mn-vey made to ascertain how many of the pending amendments to the

pemdlng civil rights bill may be called up. ._"nelast co_mt indicated

that altogether there are over 500 amendments, but we had a ncse-co_mt

on _,arolde and a very respect_l F modest number wLll be called 1_ -

many of %honeare,well,I won'tsay incOmseqnantial,but theF'ronot

too eu_stanti_, and therefore it doeon ! t take too lo_ to dispose of

them. I believe a similar surveF is takln_ place on the other side of

the a.lsle. And ve will be able to fashion some kind of a target for

c_letlon of the work on civil rights within _he next f_ _aFS.

qU_IONI ... Cc_ss finish all of Its work by Democratlo

convention timeT

5"_;.DI_:'_: Well,frankly,th_ I do notknow,becauseit

depends on how contro_rsi_ and h_w manF controversial _t_ers _ be

presented after we come back from San Franelsco. There will be time to

_t the pendi_ 7y_siness _t of _ way - prObably a few additional

thln_s- and then,of course,we shallcomeback and a_dl-assourselves
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aS dLl_ently as we e_l to the labors in hand. ]_Itthere 19 8till_Ite

a "b_k.lo_ and that Incl_es foreign aid authorizationand foreignaid

ap_roprL_tIons.

QUES_ION_(NO_C_... asksaboutci_llrightsbill.)

S_-_.D_XSEN: _ell, I said all I had to say on the subject

when I made these final remarks on the cloture petition. And there is

nothing f_z'therthat I need add. What we tried to _o... I made manifest

so often and so often.., was to take a bill and get out what I thou_h%

were the imperfections and the deficiencies and make it pr_.etical and

wor_le. I think ttl_ gene_lly cenceded tha_ it had Imperfections

in it. l thought out Of this composite effort there came a very _ood

substitute - not offensive - but it is workable and it will make an

excellent star%. Beyond that I have no particular comment to make

with respect to what mi£ht have been said by an individual Senator.

_EHTISN| ... this bill would make an e_cellent start. Does

E_is implF... (rest Of question not cleaz').

SE_J.DIRES?_: Well, l'm drawlm_ mow en thirty years of le_islatlve

ex!)erlemce. In every session new we consider housing bills that go

back to the parsmt bill in 1934. I don't _ how em_7 times I have

voted on _eoiprecal trade ... it would cQme _ either at the end of three

years, two Fears, sometimes one year. The legislative process is a

c_ntinuln_ process and you*re dealin_ with certain substantive matters

end they'llalw_vs_e beforeyon. _he Taft-_aa'tleF Act is,for instance,

an excellent example. I d_ubt whetheF yo_t_llever see a session _

there ien;t SOm_ s_estion about _dlfyiz_ that act in the labor field.

_e still amend the _rlculture _l_tment Act of 1934. _ yOu can't sa_
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_hen a session C_mes to a close that yQu take _ sharp tu_lfe - cut down

the middle - _nd thatls the end of it... and whe_ you be_n again

you'rewhollydetachedfromthepastbecauseyoutrenot.

O_TI_: Senntor .... the Republic_n leaders _cross the country

feel thor the nom_zation of Senator Ooldwater would esan a loss to the

Republtoan seats in the Senate and the House. Would you give your

estt_te _$ to what would happen if Senator goldwater Is nomtnated_

S_, DL_KS_¼ Those are purelypersonal o_intens bF thosewho

utteredthemandbeyondthatI havenothln_to m_F. The conventlon

will speak t11 d_Le co_u_e. I holleve .e can _on a 1retried effoz% tn

the tntez'est of victory and I think it wlll be an excellent error% when

we _et aro_r,d to It.

_/_. }_tLL_CKI Itve 5sen e_Ting for a long time and I 9till

say it... we tre _oing to h_ve a convention in San Fzmnctsco... the

dele_.tes ere going t_ run that convention.., we*_e _oln_ to _r:tte a

platform.TheChairmanof thatPl_tformCommitteeIsHelLairdof

_sconsinwhohashad_ lotofer_erle_ceinthlsre_ard.He'e...

they're_o!ng to _Tlte _ good pla_orm..,thei00me_be_-sof the

Resolution C_nl_nlt_ee,the _latform _ittee, will _r_it_ it. it will

be _ platformdevisedfo_ thebest _nterestsof all of the peo1_leof

thlscountry. I_ve_isosa_dthatthe conventionwill nominatea

c_udld_ts.He_s_oin_to he _ good_ - oz'woms_- I _leSsit will

be a man - end he_s _oin_ to be elected. As far as I_m concerned, I _m

as conf_xlen_no_ as It_ been all alo_ _I I stand by th_ posltlo_.

qU_WTIC__ Thank
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