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VOTING

RECORD

OF PRESIDENT

KENNEDY

ON TAX REDUCTION

BILLS

80th Congress:
H.R.I
An estimated $4 billion tax cut with relief from heavy wartime
burdens to all income taxpayers with the largest percentage
reduction to be enjoyed by those with incomes of $i,000 or less.
Passed House on March 27, 1947
Yeas:
273 Nays:
137 Not Voting:
22 MR.KENNEDY: NOT VOTING
Passed Senate on May 28, 1947
Vetoed by Truman on June 16, 1947
Failed of passage over veto in House on June 17,1947
Yeas: 268 Nays: 137 Not Voting: 24
MR. KENNEDY:
NAY

H.R. 3950
Same as H.R. i, only to go into effect six months

later

Passed House July 8, 1947
Yeas: 302 Nays: i12 Not Voting: 16
MR. KENNEDY:
Passed Senate July 14, 1947
Vetoed by Truman July 18, 1947
Passed House over veto July 18, 1947
Yeas: 299 Nays: 108 Not Voting: 23
MR. KENNEDY:
Failed of passage over veto in Senate July I_, 1947

NAY

NAY

H.R. 4790
An estimated $5 billion tax cut with 7! percent of the tax relief
going to those with incomes under $5,000; 7.4 million wage earners in the lowest brackets removed from the tax roll; married
couples allowed to divide their income for tax purposes and
special relief for persons over 65 and the blind.
Passed House February 2, 1948
Yeas: 297 Nays: 120 Not Voting:
Passed
Vetoed
Passed
Yeas:
Passed

12

"present'_: i
MR. KENNEDY:

Senate, amended, March 22, 1948
by Truman April 2, 1948
House over veto April 9, 1948
311 Nays: 88
Not Voting: 32
MR. KENNEDY:
Senate over veto April 2, 1948 (Public Law 471)

NAY

NAY

83rd Congress
H.R. 8300
Congress by a series of steps allowed the wartime excess profits
tax to expire; reduced excise tax rates approximately 50 percent;
permitted personal income tax rates to drop lO percent] and
passed H.R. 8300 granting an additi6nal $1.5 billion reduction
for a total overall reduction of $7.1 billion, the greatest tax
reduction in American history.
Passed House March 18, 1954
Passed Senate, amended, July 2, 1954
Yeas: 63 Nays: 9 Not Voting: 23
*MR.KENNEDY: NOT VOTING
Approved by Eisenhower August 16, 1954 (Public Law 59!)
*From the Congressional Record of July 2, 1954:
When his name
was called, Mr. Kennedy said:
"On this vote, I have a pair with
the senior Senator from Alabama (Mr. Hill).
If the senior Senator from Alabama were preeent and voting, he would vote 'yea.'
If I were at liberty to vote, I would vote 'nay.' I withhold
my vote."
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