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The Pepublican Leadership
of the Congress

Press Confapence
f?&?ptembe? 27, 1956

Ml. FORO:  Mp, President, our ucstionwof=the-liesk: Can
we af’ord your autcmatie-Demceratic Cengreas?

This may be, in some respeets, a rush-button world. It nay
be, in seome respects, a cowputsr civilismation, It ney bte, here
and there, that tho rubber stemp has iis proper place and function.
But, the push~button, the computer and the rubber stamp wilded in
the White Houge have not yet won the aporoval of the Amerisan
people where their Hepresentatives and Senstors in the Conmpress
ara concerned,

Doea the Johnson-Humphrey Administration vant not only a
blank check but push-button, computerizsd, rubber stacp voting
in the Senate and in the House? This the Ameriean peopls will
no longer tolsrate.

Proof positive of this Administration's push-button psychoe
logy is the 7ocbting reecrd of those 45 freshmen Democrats elected
in 1964 fr-m distriets formerly Rerublican, whese automatie
responses te the wishes of the JohnsoneHumpnrey Administration are
recorded for all to hear and to see,

Item: On reducing foreign aid, 1965. This was defeated by
41 7ctea; 38 2 these vers automntic~lerocratic freshmen votes.
items Cn reducing foreisn aid, 1968. This falled by 2 votes;

36 of the avtomatle-Democratic freshmen voted against reccmittal.




Itome:  On anti-poverdty expansion., Recommitbal was defeated

by 49 vobesy 39 of these vere auboratlc-Demoeratiec freshmen votes,
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nt On the repeal wf 148 (bhe right to work). The bill
pasaod by 18 votes; 41 votcs for it were automatie-Denocratic
freshman votes,

Ttom: fent subsidisa. The margin was & votes; 30 avtomabice

emocratic {refren voted to kaop this bill aliva,

S8eys Fortune Magazine (September, 1965)s Y... those 45
provided the saving margin for a mumber of the more sxpansive
and sxpennive Administration programs ..."

This ansomatie~Domceratic reaponse by new members of the
Ylouse was echoed by thal of the rast of bbe dop-ncavy Uencceratle
wejority in the Houge. 7The push-bution, the eamputer, the ruvter
stamp wielded by the Johnson-Huuphrsy Administration vere in full
foree in svery instance. The rasult: a travesty of the legislative
proocess, a grogs disservice to she will and the wishes of the
Arerican people.

Ho frae society cau lone survive doninance by an unthinking
aeomputer, nor dominanco by an unthinldng, unrestrained, top-hesavy
legislative majority. This Derocratic Congress, with ite 294 to
139 majority in the ‘louse and 1ts 7 tc 33 majority in ths Senate
has lest iis independencs, It 13 the tcol of the Jehnsan-iumphrey

Administraticn. Yhe idministrabion and this Dewmeeratic Congresc

wust boar Tull and joint responsibility for the Bilures and the



contimiing problems we face in the nation., This faot eamnct
be contradicted., Its gimple arithmotic cannot be argued.

In our great tradition, the will of themajority must prevail,
ot the will o° the mipority rust be respected and remain vital.
Nthervise, as has often happened in world history, an overvhelming
rajority seeking unreascning power will silence, subdue and then

uffoeate the essentdal minority.

We gannot believe for a moment that the Amerloan people will
any longer aecept a push-button Congress or consensus by ccamputer.
We bellsvs they ngree increasingly that only in a healthy balance
of numbers and opinlons can tkis {res land survive and prevail.

Therefore, ¥Mr. Preoident, Out-{uesticn-ofw-the-lgek: Can we

afford your automatic-Democratic Congress?

. DITTHSEE: Well, ladies and gentlemen, 1f you're reacy.
My, President, ocur Question-cf-the-weekt Can we aflord your
avteomatic-Denceoratic Congress?

Saldom hea the hypoerisy of mumbers been bebter illustrated
than 1in the vobing during this p-sbt weck on the Civil izths bill.
mga Recublican minority ang its Lesdership in tho Ssrpate have been
1cdicted nml dawned by the Johnsenedumphrsy Adainistraticn and its
Demceratic majority az well Tor having killad the Civil izhts
hill, Tew cen men of intelligence and pocdewill so agerlecl thal

sere simple aritimetic to which lp. Tort has just wada refsrence?
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There are 67 Demoerats in the Senste. There are 33
Fepublicans. This teing so, hov under Hemven, can it be conclvded
that the Republicans defeated the Civil Rights bill? Had the
Johnson-thmphrey Administration truly wished it, had the Demcerats
in the Senats truly sought it, the propossd Civil Rights fct of
1966 would, without deubt, be on the statute bocks at this very
noment and be the law of the land, As one writer put it in
cament on the classic question of "who killed Cock Rebin?® 4t
had to be a Demoeratic arrow; not that of the Republican minerity,

Happily for the nation's best Interest and fortunstely for the
freedom of the individual, the Republican minerity, cutmmbered
as 1% was, reflected the will of cur people to a great degree
that madas eonverts of regular Demnerats and resulted in a vois
thatarsured the right of svary American to preserve the integrity
of hiz ovn Judgmont and to deftermine the future of his cwn heme,

The will of the people in this instance prevailed, ut %
could naver have done ase if a determined minority had not made
clear the issues involved and in sc doing won the reapect and the
response of many others,

It is unvise, it ia dangerovs and it can be disagtrous,
when an overvhelming majority is nermitted to prevnil without
guestlion or hindrance, Ovly as a majerily is repeatedly questioned
and checked by a strong minority can the foundaticna or thia

Republie be preserved, That ve, a present minoriiy, would weleome




majority status is of course undoniabdle, but uniil shat inevitable
day we believe it all important to the imeriecan necpls that our
mubera and our hand be strengthened sufiicisnily to outlaw forever
from Capitol Ail1 the pughebution, ha cemputer and the gonle

ieas rubber stanp,

Therefors, ¥r, Tresident, cur uestionwcf-the-leck (to repeat):
Can we afford your sutamatle-Demccratlc Conpress?

QUESTICR: Ve, Ford, shortly befare the Heuse voted on the
Civil Rights b11l, at one of these preas confarcnces, you sugpested
that some parts of the bill were acceptable to the Republicans., Do
you think at this lato date the Republicans will faver pagsage of
gome ¥ird of Civl Rights bill thls ysar?

¥R, 7aDs I ean only speak fer the Republicans in the Houne,
wut I beliove that 1 Title 4 wore deloted thers would be e
substantial Republican vote for the remain’er of the legislation.

COESTICH: The Republican White Paper on Jietnan has given
geme pecple the idsa thot the Republicans supporbed the Prasident
tat pow have dissolved that support. Vorld you ey that most
Republicans in Congreass support mogt of what the Administration
iz doing in Vietnam?

wn, POPD: I would say that if we knov whnt the polioy 1=
and are given the cost and the cormitment and =1l of ths other
problems that are jrvalved, as long as itfs a pelicy of strength

against Com wnlst aggression in Scuth Yietnar -» apyplace else, the




Ropublicans will support the poliey.

GUESTIONt Wednesday Representative ware (7) said that
the Demccratie split is prolcneing the war in Vietaam. Do you
agrse with that?

R, FORU: Yes, I do. I have said the sese thing a nurber
of times in the past myself. I do telisve that ths disunity in
the Demceratie Party, particularly in the Unilted 3tates Senate,
over what cur poliey should be in Vietnam has tended to encourage
the enomy, undermine the morale of imerican troops in Vietnsr and
to a degree prolonged the war in Vietnam. As s wabler cf fact, 2
have heard the “resident of the United Zmbtes say virtually lhe same
thing himself., He is disturbed sbout it and I think he is having
2 great deal of troubls trying to get any unity in the Demceratic
Party, pariicularly in the Somale, over what this country's policy
ahould bs in Vietnasm.

1,

t ought tobe

[l

5Fn. DLWSSH:  Lat me amplify that o Iittle,
undershoed by our peopls that virtually everything that's ga.d In
the Senate on the subject of Tiubnam is carried on the short weve
out there and geds to the peocple, so thet 1T there's a cormitiee
seeting before any comdtbtee or 1F a Senztor spealts on the floor,
you can find those speeches, word for word ln the Inberratiooal
Yoritor thai momitors all shese broadcasts. Gow, if they are Lo
aosume Shabt as “he cnemy, and pard tlarly the enocy leoaders hear
this bthey say well just held on a 144510 wbile looger and the

United 3tates will eave in. That!s the =ost natural infercnee that
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ore eomld deduct from that kind of a eituotion. That's tho basis
for that opinion that it dces proleong the confliet,

e

“GESTICH: Semptor, a 2~pard question. What do you trink of
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the appointment of Nlek Katzenbach to the State Dopartment anc dees
this mesn a chenge in any policy issuca?

S, DIFKSEN: Uell, on the lathter part of that aguestion I
car't tell you, but I can tell you that Nicholas Kabtaenbach is, in
my judgront, ome of the ablest men in Goverment today. He hag a
trerendious backpround and often ond often I've referred to him as
"the brain.” I regard him as a olose perscnel friend and T have
{he hichest regard for hia ability in his capacity. 1 cannct speal
with authority upon his background in the foreign affairs flsld
beceuse T do not know vhat it is although I have been advised that

he years ago 71d scpe work in that fleld and that in a way it's
rather hig first love rather then to be the chief law enfaorcement
afficer of the United States.

(IESTION: Do wyou recammend him to the President?

SEN, DIRKSEN: Well, I den't kmow that it took any recammenda~
tion, but the President of tho United States knows of my high
asteem and affeetion for NMicholas Xatzenbach.

TESTICH: Wemld vou like to gee a mew Attorney Teneral whe
13 gemewhat leas militant than Mr. Katzenbach has been on Civil

fights and open housing?
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SEH, DIRKSDE: Ch, I don't know, lNotwithatanding ell that
welve gotten along famcusly. I don't know how many times ko's
been in ry offlce in an endeavor to persunde me that I was per-
gisting in the course of error, and he didn't quite succeed. But,
that does not diminish ny estesm for him ome tit, I'1l elways
welcome him to the office. ¥Wow he was a great law enforcexment
officer and in that job you have to have some milltancy.

UESTION: Gentlemen, the major aute producers have all
announced price increases. Do you think there is anything the
Federal Covermrent can or shomld do te meet this?

SN, DIRKOSH: Well, I can't conceive at o time like this
when inflation is a thrset that a motor mamufacturer would
increass his prices unless his cost sheets indicate that he's
got to do so in order to come out and maintain a rather reason—
able profit for his stock holders and also take care of the
wage increases that come from time %o tige, Now it should be
remembered that theyr have to buy stesl, they have to buy leather,
they have to buy rubrver, everything that's a component in en
antamobile. In proportion if those go up, thelir own cost sheets
7o up. (bvicusly their cost department has got to make that
determination.

MR, FrED: I think theprice increases thnt the avtomotive
mammfacturers heve anncanced clearly illustrate the real serious

problem this country faces with the inflationary policiss of the




Johuson-Rumphrey Administration. Senator Dirksen arnd myselfl
nave been warning for months that we wers in = rising price
eycle, that the inflaticnary policies of this Adninistration
wers the prime responzibility for the increasiag cosis across

all segranis of cur seclety. Unfortunately the Administratlen
did virtually nething te o to tha rest of the preblem, Lo cub
back on nenmilitary, nonegsnsentlal spending, In contrast, they
peraisted in lnoereaning expenditures in the nommilitary fleld and
of course the error of the White louse was compounded by the
Dermoerats in the Congress even going beyond the President's
budeet in too many instancoas., The net remult is that we've got
increasss in prices for avtomcblles and a multitude of cther
items in the econcmy. I suspect that when the noxt Buresu of
Labor gtatistle price Increase or cogt of living anncuncement is
macde I think it's within a few days) you will ses a very substane
tial increase and thlg can be plnned right on the Demceratic
Congregs and the White lionsa,

JEITION:  Are you hapuy with tho ceilings the Admdnistraticn
ha3 put on intersst rates., Is this an aflective anil-inflaticn
mothaod?

. FORC: T hope it will be., I think it's only attacking
the symptom and not ine cmuse. The ddmindstration Just a few days

are hnd to pey the highest interest rate in ihe sale ol some of




ita Governmant gecurities in over 45 rears. This eceiling thab
wan imposrd as e result cf lagislation pessed by the Congreas

T hepe will help, bub untll the Administration doos scmeiling
about the besic cacse, the stopping of sowe of the spending oub
of tho Faderal treasury, you'ro going tc havo one ccrplication
aftor ancther.

- gy

. DIWEOEN: I think you ought to romember the purpose of

Svals
hY

wk

thig inbarsot ret: limitation vhen it's imposed, Actually the
arcbler was the siphoning of money culb of savinga and loan and
othoy bhrift institubicns bocause of the inersasing uge of
cortificates of dsposit, particuleriy for large suxs, Jovw the
only uay that that ean e cured nltinmbely is by mansging that
intarast rade and lefting that money aribtle back for the purpose
of raxing home mortgapes. I think the end result vou can see
yery clearly in the diminuticn of the number of starts in the
housing Tleld.

~TeATICH:  To open the Senate on your ammendzent, do rou
noy have a prayer? (LAUGHTER)

awy. DIFXIET: A prayer? Why, my Iriead, wetve just begun.
We war acdify that language just a little but it'1l be in the
heoper 30 help me, on ihe third day of Japuary 1l that's She day
e convane. And then the effords 111 be rade and I indlcated

cn the flaor resberdaey we'll be £ar bebier crganized when e

gat this sptional coumitieo group conaisting of Dan Pelling,
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Cray Churclmarn, Billy Graham and we'll have one outstanding
Catholic prelate to joln that trinity and theytl. do the
organizaticnal job and we'll bte right theres.

~CESTION:T Senator, I talked to Dr. Pollisg last night and
he suid he didn't know enything about this national organization,

SEH. DIRR3SES  Well, probably he wasn't diselesing it at the
soment until it's completed. You den't thing I'd ge cn the Senate
£loor arnd sey cut of a elear sky I recelved a call from Dr,
Tolling 11 he hadn't called ze.

GUESTION: I just thought raybe he wasn't thinking along

he linez of a national organizaticn...

5o, DIRKSSH: Well maybe not, but T consider it as national.
Secause it has ono and only ome purpese and that is to rexch into
the whole country in order tc bring this thing %o a recl head.

AOESTION: Will you take a pard in this erganization?

836, DIRESRC: Yell, I will if they want me to, but I can do
a better part here in the Unitod States Senate. Somabody has got
to drag that cut of the Judlclary Cormittes and pot it on the
flcor, I den't think Dr. Pelling wonld nndertake to tell enyone
that he knows She rules of the Senate betier than the Minority
teader, I thirk I do Xnow the rules and I will avail myself of
e rales.

QUISTION: Vr. Ford, you sald eerlier that the President has
freguently said that the split In the Nemoeratic Party in the Semd
has prolonged the var., Cculd yoa for clarifiention glve us sme

eireumatances in which he said thia?
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MR, PORT: T Job nr ghatoment that he virtunlly hasmié
the sare thing stand. The instancos where I hear? Shal were in

convarsations with him or a perscnel tasis,

QUESTICE: Can yma give us an assessnent of ¥r, Fixon's
travelinga on behalf of the Par Is he helping candidates ov

helping hingelf?

JET, DINIBEX: Well, he's helping cendidates and he's very
erorgetic about 4t, and he's helping to energlze the Party osrgan-
ization in every part of the conniry,

¥R, T0T: He's traveling under the sussiscss of the Pepublican
Cenprossional Cempalgn Committae, He's gzoing into narginel
Republican Demoeratic Diatriets vhers we hege bte defeal an incum-
tond Dercerat. 7T ~ight sdd that the Reopubliean Conpressional
Campaign Cormltles has asked Joverncr Romney, Covermnor Seranton
and severil other leading Nemblicans to do the swme € ing. I
beliave we'rs going to have thig added occperation {rem them as
waell as f=um Dick Ninen, %e think that ail of them will be gruod
spckesmen for the Republican Party, particularly in the marpinal
Congrogsional Districts that woe hope to pick up.

TICN: If he brings in scme rnevr liouse merbers, would yon
hepe that thevy'd bs Republican on semo of these 7otas?

MR, TOND: We'il take “epwbliecans whe'll vote Repub’ican and
yho will indenerdently exercise thelr own judmrent., We wnnt then
Prem all 50 states,

WESTION: T didn't henr the nape {lcldweier mantioned.




¥R, "RD: He's making some apesches bhroughouy the country.

€3

I think he's belpiveg in those areas whers he can be3t assist our
canctidates,
CUBSTICH: Humen Evenbs seid this week that the UfMce of
Education is trying to rewrite textitocks of the souniry. I lelisve
they referred to a haariang that has been held fwr that pwpose Lo
corvey a little bit the vibupoint through texibocks Lo the children,
I vonder if you wish %0 comment on that?

¥R, FEDs  I'm not familiar with any such effort. I think

I've heard about it, bud I haven't geen tne specillos of i, X

-
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em fapiliar with this document that was in ine process of
prepared in the Gffice of the Comrissicner of Zducation which
world have ealled for a six billion dellar expeacibure and very
tough rrles and regulations concerning noighborhood sehools. How
Mr, Howe, T understand, has denled the sxishbence of I, twd I
think the facts are that there wns such a bill in the process of
rreparation and hhere was an eiforu aimed abt trying to get s
legislation to the Coagress for its aperoval.

JTSTION: Inaudible.

¥B, FCRD: Kuowing what I think I know about Lho Departrent,
I worldn't doubt it at all.

%N, DIFKSGHs Let me raise this questinon, sow that rou oaise
-ty

4%, Can vou esceve the cconviction that you wen'l o rizht hrolght

into Federal contrel ~f sducaticn when a Federal agency dlctatss




what the echildren shall read »nd lsarn at the loesl Jovel.
JCSTICN:  Then the new prosram world mut the litrary bocks
in the schools?
SEN, DIRKSEY: lhw certzinlyy that's than purpese of it,
FESTINR:  Tn other words you'ld hawvn n Faderal Prograle..
%Y. TIRKSEN:  In other words a texthook will not be acceptable

unless it has the approval of the Cfflce of Educatlon. IT thad

1antt eontrol of educaticn, then I don't Ymoy vhat you call it.

v

E

TIOF: Zemntor, who's going to approve it. T know dowm
in Virginia the history hooks sar the veanom Virginde entered the
ivil Yar was because fareirmn treops iavaded her seil,

QEN. DIRESEN: Yell, havs we ever hnd amy treuble vith the
tewtbooks in this country? Don't rou think “hal the gtate
auvtherities, the loeal authordtizs, and the people who arc
intereasted in the oraparation of schocl bocks enn do thad job
just a=z well and not give it sn otlique slani. Thai's thetreubdle
with letting the Dffice of Alueation de it beeaus: *hav'll take
one point of view, that'a 1% fer ths whele coundrr, and that!r
control ith a vengnnee.

Thank you -cntleran.
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