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PEANK BLAIR: The two wen who wllli havo a greatl desal to say
about how much of the Proaidenti's progrom ig acceptod or rojected
are Sc¢nate Republicen lsader Tverott Dirwsen, and Jiouse Republican
leader Garald ord, and they aro 1In cur YWasiington studios thin
morning with Today Show Washington corrcapondent, Sander Vanocur,
Sandy?”?

SANDER VANQCUR: Thank you, Frank., Senator Dirltson and
Congrocswman ford, the telk hore in Washingion 1sg sthat thla soesslon
of Congress iz golng to be completely dominated by the war in Vied
Nam. Is thnisg your assesswont, Senator Dirksen?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I doubt whether it will be cowpletely
domlnated -- that ig to say it wiil nave ifts full share, of course,
Cbvlously war 1s of prime significance to the people. 1% involves
young blood, and we know how serious it is. I% involves the
national securlity, but there will be othor lssues as well., You
have to finance & war, Do you do it by bherrowing -- do you imposze
additional taxes on the people? That becouwss an lssue, Then of
course you get the run-of-the-~ mine lssues in nearly every fiecld
ol activity, whether 1t be labor, agriculture, welfare, 4and then
of’ course you have the Poverty program -- now mucn o lay outb,

There 1s the questlon of what to cut back, what to put on the
shelf, how far to cut it back -- &ll of thoze will e issuesa. But
Viet Nam will be tihwe dowinant issue, I'm sure,

VANOCUR: But Senator, you sald the other day that politiclans
dontt make the lasues. hat dld you mean by that?

Sk. DIRKSEN: Woll, I mean simply that the issus makes tho
party, because 1%'s when there is a division on an 1ssus -- ten
people on this side, ten people on that side -- or a hundred neovnis,
or a hundred thousand people -- that's whon you get a nartisan
effort on each side of the issue. So it 1a not the pariy thiat
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evor makos the lssue, i%‘'e the lssuc that Tinally makeg the varty.
And that wlll bo 'true in the thiniking of the American voople, 1Iivo
said over and over again, we don't mako an issue as such. People
make the issues finally, becausze they are conatantly ventllatlng
thoir views on the subjoct, and so they naturally dlvide. And I
shink we can put our fingor on thoe winolo problem by saying that

in this case, itfs a quogtion of opinlon, as to what to do, in
ordor te bring thls %o an end, how to do it, and Yot be spure that
you raprieve your plodges and your objoctlves.

VANOCUR: Congrassman Ford, when the seszlion was under way
last year, sowe wmombers of 4he [House -- Ropublican memhers --
.preaented thelr plan for Vied Mawm. Do you have 8 plan you're poing
to prosent thils year, on 1%7?

-

CONGRESSHAN GERALD FORD: Wwell, I would say, Sandy, that tho
Ropublliocan position loday would follow the guldollnes of the ’
Ropublican Coordinaiing Cowwlhtee meeting 1ln December of this yoar,
when the leglslative leaders, the povernors, and others, wed in
Washington, and decided {once) tinat we would fully support any
offorts at paacoe that would lead Lo a permancnt and sccoure
objootive for our position In South Vietd Nam. And at thoe aamo
time we sald that the Presidont ought Lo be cautioned against
getting us involved in a large scale ground war In South Viet Nawm.
And we supggested that befeore gstting so lnvolved, +thaj there ought
%0 be a Kennedy mlsslle-typo quarantine lmposed on the port of

{(Halpheng?) and that we ought %o Intensify our alr astrikos against
the Neorth Vietnameae.

This, I think, is the positlon that the Republicans across
the board have taken, and will take in 1966,

VANOCUR: But Congressman, iasntt that wantlng to have your
cake and sat it too -- you want to have peace and yet youtre
suggesting that the President bo more belllcose ebout fighting the
war -- do 1t on the cheap, =0 to speak -- with bombs rather than
men. Isanft this a real dilemma for you?

CCNG. FPORD: I don't think so, becausae there 1s strong
mlllsary advice to the effect that we can do more with those
areas where we have a8 vast superlority -- 1in the air and on the
sea, A good many wilitary people doupt that we have fully
utllized this capability, that we've not extended ourselves in

this way as well as we could, and that ve've made too many
commitments on the ground.

VANOCUR: Senator Dirksen, iIn the Republlcan Party in the
Senate, does the Party represent a unifiled front on Vie$t Nam, or
are there some Senators who would 1line up with those Demcorasic
Senators who have been criticizing the Administratlion and who may
taks a different approach from the Administration -- T speak of
Senator John Sherman Cooper of Kentucky, for example.
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SEN. DIRKSEN: You probadly will nover gat complste
unanimity, because I know tho diversity of thinkling iIn the
Senate, on our side of the alsilc., That would be truse, not only
of Vlet Naw, but that is true ol =o wmany things, and you cantt
alwavg oxpect tha®t youill have 3 completely united front on 1%,
There will bo ldeas other than those that seem to appeal to the

Party gonerally, but 1t has always beoen so, and I presume it
always bo.

G. I*28% : Youldn't you say, though, that there 1s unanimlsy
among Republiecans, Scnator, on uhe bagls that we must wmaet tho
cnalienge o communism Iin Sonthesst Asia or o0laewhere. IUt's &
matter of how you ge about it, and I think In the House of
‘Representatives, even though we may have szome diverslity as o
tecnniques, or viewpolints to a dogreoe, there is unanimity that
the Unlted States has %o wmeet thls challengo in Southeast Asie,
or anyplace olse, thal's prssented to the country by the Sovioet
inion and the Cowmunist bloc?

And may I add one comment to what wes asked earlier? The
queation of how issues are devoloped, Iim sure Senator Dirkson
and wyselfl have been asked many wmany times, will the war in Viot
Nem e a politlcal 1ssue in 126867 Cortualnly the Republlcans ought
not to make it a political iIssue. I toinlt the oonsequences ars too
serious, the stakes are too high, as lar as %he country 1s concoerned,.
But, if the Commander~in-Cniefl, or tho Administration doesn't run
tho war well, if thoy dontt do shings that protect our best
interasts In the winds of the Awmerican poople, tho poople theome
solves will make the issue.

DIRKSEN: They always do. I romowbor the cempalpgn of 1944.
1 was campaigning 8ll over the counvry, I was belaboring agri-
culsure, taxes, thls and the$, but always you got vack to the
business of war., And I dont% know how wany wothers and fathers
would come up and say, well, if so-and-so is elected, will he
pick a new Cabinet? WI1ill he hawve a new Chief of stafll of tho
Army? They didn't argue -- they just asked, then they walkod
away, &id you know what was in thelr hearts., And as a result,
they very quletly made the issue -~ the Parties didn't wake the
igaue, as such,.

But a further observatlon here, with respee¢t %o what you
sald a woment ago. I think the esseniial thing always is this,
and you can put it 1ln two phsses ~-- one, 1t's a question of
choice of method, in order to bring this to a conclusion. Do
you bomb Hanol, or don't you? Ripght there you geot a8 division of
opinion. Do you bomb Haiphong? Well, suppoze they retaliaste by
vombing with heavy mortars, Saigon. In the ianafield Report, there
ls a very significant 1litvle sentonce. It says that Salgon 1s
really hostage %o Halphong and Hanol, or vice versa, and that is
quite true, I think, and therets & great significance in it.

So first, winat 13 the cholce, In order to bring it %o an
end? Secondly, what dare you reasonably exmect if perchance tho
peace feelers are effective and you get them around the %tablo ~-
who do you get around the table. Secondly can you be aure thero
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®#ill be a gusranbteed Ircodowm and iIndepondonco of Souin Viet Ham?
Mow thatia going bvo be the fingl and %ho rosidual issue, I 1%
Lan's, thon aveyry 1lfe that's sacrificed will be in valn, bscauso

that's the pledge wolre bitying o redoen.

VANOCUR: Sir, lotts Hako those fwo points. What &bout
bowbing Haiphong or Hanoi, or both, and whai atout the Inoluslon
ol tho Viet Cong, the Wational Liberation Front, at the bargalning
table, if tallta =zhould begin? WwWonat 1s the Ropublliecan position on
those two points?

CCil., FORD:; MMy answor would Be, Sandy, that at this tiwme
thore gre alaenificant wmilitary tawrgets outside of tho civillan
populations in Hanoil, end ia Hoalohong -~ targets that are high
en the orilorlty list that wourld have a sev@ro impact on tho
capability of the Viai Cong to pursuo thoe war furtiaser. And those
aro vho kind of targets that I think wmany of our wmilisary people
feel should be nit today. I don'%t think we have to go afltor
civilisan populations in theso large wstropolitan arseas of Hanoil
and Haiphong, There aro veiter, wore eilective, signiilicant
military targots today that can be hit by our air powasr.

VANOCUR: ‘Yina% a&bout the Incluslion of the Matlional Liberation
Front in peace talks?

SN, DIRKSEN: The quastlon always is, if they sef thelr feat
Gown, if they have the lorzist fixation, whet do you do? Does 1&
become & vanity? Does it wind ap finelly in no kind of a deal ao%
all? VYou heve to agtard wiith She ssaumpition ~- and the propor
agauaptlon -- that the Liberation Front is definitely a communist
front. Noew the [ellow wire ougihi to be at the paace table would

be flo Chi ¥inh. After all he representa, and he'ts the head, of
Horth Viet Nem. I put 1t on the »asis of who sits in on the pokor
vable. If you haven't got any chiips in the pot, you haven't got
any business s8ltiipg at the table. And that’s a wmatter that's
goingz %o have %o be very, very carefulily surveyed.

VANOCUR: Well, on tiils point, at what polnt 1s the Republican
Party 1n the Senate and In the Houso, going to demand that the
bombings be resused in the North, =--

SEN. DIRKSEN: Well, thore are factors there, I am sure, of
wnloh we've got Lo tike account, and of which we don't alwaya
know -- now, to a degrze at loeast, they respected & Christuwas
truce, to be sure there were violations =-- many ol thexm were
pe%ty, but now they have, what is 1t -~ tho Lunar hollday ~- they
call it (Tett?) I think -- I don't know what its religious
significance 1s, but =uppose, ug to 4 point at lemst, we don't
respect i1t. Look al the propaganda weapon youtrd glve them, right
away. Now you ¢&n argue on tne other slde that in that interiw
period they can bulld up thelr defenses, they can fill up their
supply lines, they can bring in new troops, particularly their
regulara, that is quite true. But on the other hand, at the same
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imo, not the leasst ol the lfacter that you have to takoiinto ]
coount is the respect of tho world. how if suddenly thoy fouln
v, way tho Unitod Stabtes doeon'i respset & roliglous nolidsy

the othor side, notwithstanding the fact that substantlally
thor complied with the trucs voguest for & period of thivty hogrs.
1% didn't last quite that long, but as least 1t was a respoct Lor
what we offered.
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LR, PORD: I Shink 1tt: well %o point oub, sandy, that wo
have approxlmately 100,030 U. 5. a¥wy Hroons in South View bam,
end we have 10 or 12,000 U. S. larines 1n Soutn Viod Nam. If wo
permit the flow of Viet Cong reguiars, without any hindrance, intg
Soukh Viet nam, ln substanbial nuubors -- and I thinlke this %s ta§;mg
‘placa soday ~~ at one poin% we have to tale into conslderation &tnc
views of those men who are ifrom the Unitod States who are fighting
in Viet Nsw. Wo centt permit Lhem %o bocome overwhalmod by
additional Viet Cong forces. And tho use of cur alr power 1s
affective, Y0 a degroe, in proveniving tha flow of Vieft Cong
regulars and supplies into Scuth Vielt Nam.

So at onae point the President has to make a decision, when
1a e golng %o stop thla exira burden belng placod upon our U. S.
GI's, who are over thore on cur behall.

VANOCUR: It seems to mo, gontlemen, that the crucial thing
15, 8% what polint does Renublican sunpcori for the President either
coase or dlwminish? Hcw, Zenator, you sald you were the first to
raige your hand for the Prosicent, Will you go all the way down
tho line with him, on tho war In Viet Nam, no matter whet hig
cholces ara?

SEN, DIRKSEN: Seandy, you can pubt that In o very simple
paraae. The Pregldent 1s ot only tho Chiefl Executive of tho
United States, ho ie tho Commandoer-in-Chiel of the Armed PForces,
Our constliutional power is %0 ralise and equlon armies and navioea,
enca to provide .the necessary funds, beoauseé you can't take a
dollar cut of the Treasury withou{ an approprlstion madae In
pursuance of law. However, I Xnow of nothing in any court decision
anywhere that has over do-lilmited the power of thae Commander-in-
Chief. Now so long as we havo an oppertunliy to offer our
substlitutoes, our altermatives, our opinions, our suggestions, and
thoy're Sthrown around the table, and carefully dilscussed -- when
the declislon is finally wado, what %o do 1n the interests of the
unity of this country, becsuss you cannoi, and you dare not,

present a dis-united front to a fevered world, you go along with
the Commander-in-Chief,

VANOCUR: Bule-

SEN., DIRKSEN: Bub, when 1t comes to ssking for money,
Congress has never been niggardly about that -- whatever their
estimate 13, there may be 2 1little bit here and there that you
would taka off, others who would want to enlarge 14, but as a
general thing, thers has never been any difflculty In Congress
with respect to necessary funds. They'll have toc come up before
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the Gommittees, and justify those funds. But all that 1s juss
part and parcel of %tho ground work, but whon tho decislon 1s
made, that'es it -- Docausse Lho President i1s the exclusivo
conductor of our foreign polley.

VANOCUR: Thank you very wucn, Sehator Dirksen, Congreszsman
Ford -- now back to Today in New York.

RLAIR: 8o that'a whai Conzress will bo about, at leest
from the Republican alde of the aisla, and we certailply thank
you distinguisahed gentlemen, asnd you, Sander Venocur., . .



