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PROORAM: 

s r : ~  TODAY s~o;:! 

SZNATOR DIRKSEN AXD RlCPXES'Zi~'i'A'i'1'IE PGRD 

--- 

v 
PFAslNK BLAIR: The tno  men &o w i l l  h n v o  a g r o a t  dea l  t o  sny 

about  how lnuch o f  t h e  P r c s i d e n t t s  p r o r x n i  i s  scooptod o r  r o j e c t o d  
a r e  s o n a t a  Republican leador  Evoro t t  Dirkaon, r n d  Uouse Rapublfcnn 
l o a d e r  Gerald  Ford, and they  a m  i n  02 !Yashincton s t u d i o s  t h i n  
moraing wi th  Today Show 151nshinpton corrospondent ,  Snndor Vanocur. 
Sandy? 

SANDER VAXOCUR: Thank you, Frank. S e n a t o r  Dirkson and 
Conpossman Ford,  the t a l k  horo i n  i'Znah:ington i s  t h a t  t h l s  s o s s i o n  
of Congress i s  go ing  t o  be complete ly  dominated by the-wsr i n  V - i s t  
Nam. Is th is  your  asso3s1nent, Sena to r  Dirksen? .- -- 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I doubt whether i t  w i l l  ba completely 
dominatad -- t h a t  i s  t o  say i t  w i l l  have i t s  f u l l  sha re ,  of courso.  
Obviously war i s  o f  prime s ipn i f l canco  t o  t ho  people. It i n v o l v e s  
young blood,  and we lcnon how s e r i o u s  i t  is. It involve's t he  
n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  bu t  t h e r e  w i l l  be o t h e r  i s s u e s  an well.  you 
have t o  f i n a n c e  a war. Co yo2 do i t  by borrowing -- do you irnposo 
a d d i t i o n a l  t a x e s  on t h e  people? T h a t  bbcomss an i s s u e .  Then o f  
course  you g e t  t h e  run-of-tho- mine i s s u e s  i n  n e a r l y  every S i o l d  
of n c t i v i t g ,  whether ft be l a b o r ,  a e ; r i c u l t w a ,  wol fam.  And then  
o f  cou r se  you have t h e  PoverCy program -- how much t o  l a y  ou t .  

DATE: 

January 11, 1966 

STATION OR NETWORK: 

WRC-TV, NBC-%?r 

There i s  the  ques t ion  o f  what t o  c u t  back, what t o  pu t  on t h e  
s h e l f ,  how f a r  t o  c u t  i t  back -- ~ l l  of  those w i l l  be  i s sues .  ~ u t  
V i e t  Nam w i l l  b e  t h a  dominant i s s u e ,  I'm sure .  

TIME: 

7:00 A.M. 

VANOCUH: B u t  Sena to r ,  you s a i d  t he  o t h e ~  day t h a t  p o l i t i c i a n s  
don1 t make t h e  issuels. xha t  d i d  you mean b y  t h a t ?  

SkJ. DIRKSSN:  Well,  I meon simply t h a t  tho i ssue  makos tho 
p a r t y ,  because 1 6 1 3  vhen t h e r e  i s  a d i v i s i o n  on an i s s u e  -- t en  
people  on t h i s  s i d e ,  ton people  on t h a t  s i d e  -- o r  a hundred peooio,  
o r  a hundred thousand people -- t h a t t s  when you g e t  e n a r t l s a n  
e f f o r t  on $ach e i d e  of t h e  i s sue .  So i t  is not  %he p a r t y  Xint 



evor malfes the  i s s u e ,  i t  1 s ihc lasuo t h a t  f i n a l l y  mnlres the party. 
And t h a t  w i l l  be ' t rua  i n  tho thinking of the  American poopls. Icvo 
s a i d  ovep and over again, we donrt mnko an i s sue  a s  such. People 
make tho l s sues  f i n a l l y ,  bocnuae they a r e  conotantly mn t i i l a t i ng  
t h e i r  vieivs on the sub jec t ,  and so they na tu ra l l y  divide. And I 
t h i n k  w e  can put our f fnge r  on tho whole p?oblem by soyine t ha t  
f n  t h i s  case ,  itcs a quest ioa of  opinlon, a s  t o  what t o  do, i n  
o rder  t o  b r ing  t h l s  t o  an end, hon t o  do i t ,  and yot be sure t h a t  
you ropr ievo your pledges and your objoctivee. 

VANOClJR: Congressmen Ford, wh'lhan %he session was under way 
l a s t  yaar ,  Eomo membars of  tha ITouzo -- Republican members -- 
presented their  plan f o r  Viet  Nam. Do you have a plan you're poing 
t o  prosent  this  yaar,  on i t ?  - 

CDNGRESSI'AN GEElALD FORD! Veil, I ivould sag, Sandy, t h a t  tho 
Ropublioan pos i t ion  today would follow %he g u i d o l i n a ~  of tho 
Ropublioan Coordinatiing Cornmitfse meeting i n  December of this gear,  
whan t-he l e&is la tFve  leaders ,  the &ove~Koo?ra, and o thers ,  meti 5.n 
~ S e n h l n ~ t o n ,  and decided ( o m )  t b t  3e wsuld f u l l y  support any 
e f f o r t s  a t  pence t h a t  would lead to a permanent and socure 
ob jan t ivo  f o r  our  posLtion i n  South V h o t  Ram. And a t  tho  same 
time we sa'ld t ha t  t h e  President  ought t o  be cautioned agains t  
g e t t i n g  u s  involved i n  a largo sca le  p o u n d  war i n  South Viot Nam. 
And we suggested t h a t  before ga'ctfng so involved, thaji thore  ought 
t o  b s  a  Kennedy missile-typo quarantine lmposed on the  por t  of 
(Ba iphong?) and t h a t  we ought t o  in ten  sifg - a w - a i r & ~ a g W  - - 
the  North Vietnamese. 

T h i s ,  I th ink,  i s  t h e  posi t ion  t ha t  the  Republioans acroaa 
t h e  board have taken,  and w i l l  tako i n  1966. 

VnNOCUR: But Congressman, l s n r t  t ha t  wanting t o  have your 
cake and e a t  i t  too -- you want t o  have peace and ye t  you're 
suggest ing t ha t  the  President  be more be l l i cose  about f i g h t i n g  the 
war -- do i t  on the  cheap, so t o  speak -- with bombs r a t h e r  than 
men. I s n ' t  this  a r e a l  dilemma f o r  you? 

CONG. FORD: I don ' t  th ink  so, because there  is strong 
m i l i t a r y  advice t o  the e f f e c t  t h a t  we can do more r i t h  those 
a r e a s  where we have a v a s t  supe r io r i t y  -- i n  the a i r  and on the 
sea. A good many mi2itax-y people doubt t h a t  we have f u l l y  
u t i l i z e d  this capab i l i t y ,  t h a t  we've not extended ourselves i n  
th i s  way a s  well  a s  we could, and t ha t  w f v e  made too many 
commitments on the ground. 

VANOCUR: Senator  Dirksen, in  t h e  Republican Party i n  the  
Senate,  does t h e  Par ty  represent  a  un i f i ed  f ron t  on Viet Nam, o r  
a r e  t h e r e  some Senators  vho w u l d  l i n e  up wieh those Democratio 
Senators  who have been o r i t i c i z i n g  the  Administration and who may 
take  a d i f f e r e n t  approach from the  Administration -- I speak of 
Senator  John Sherman Cooper of Kentuokg, f o r  example. 



SEN. DIRKSEN: You probably  w i l l  nevar  g e t  complete 
unanimity,  becausc I h o w  tho  dlvorc'ity af t h i n k i n g  i n  t ho  
Sena te ,  on o u r  s i d e  04: $he a l s l c .  That would be t r u e ,  n o t  o n l y  
o f  V i e t  Nam, bu t  t h a t  is t r u e  02 s o  mmy t h i n g s ,  and y o u  c a n i t  
a lways expect  t h a t  y o u r l l  havo a cornpletoly u n i t e d  f r o n t  on i t .  
Thare w i l l  be i d e a s  o t h e r  t han  t h o s e  t h a t  seem t o  appea l  t o  t h e  
P a r t y  gonora l ly ,  b u t  i t  h a s  always bean so ,  and I presume i t  
always be. 

G. I Q R ~  ; wouldnl t  you say ,  though9 t h a t  t h e m  i s  unanimity 
among Republicans,  Sona tor ,  on i;ho b a a i s  that \lie must meet t h e  
c h a l l e n g e  o f  communiua i n  Sou theas t  Asia o r  eloewhere.  I t ' s  a 
m a t t e r  o f  how you go  about  it, and I th l i lk  i n  t h e  House of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  even though we may have sorno d i v e r s i t y  a s  t o  
t echn iques ,  o r  v i ewpo in t s  t o  a degree, t h e r e  I s  unanimity t h a t  
t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  t o  meat t h i s  c h n l l s a g a  i n  Sou theas t  Asia, 
o r  anyplace  e l s e ,  t h a t l s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  by t h e  S o v i e t  
IJnlon a d  the Communist b l o c ?  

And may I add one comment t o  what &s askod  e a r l i e r ?  The 
q u e s t i o n  o f  how i s s u e s  are dovoloped, TQn sure Sena to r  Dirkson 
and myself  have been asked  many many t i i i~s,  w i l l  t h e  war in Viot  
Nam be  a p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e  I n  19662 C e r t a i n l y  t h e  Republicans ought 
n o t  t o  make i t  a p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e .  I t h i n k  tho  consequences a ro  t oo  
s o r i o u s ,  the s t a k o s  a r e  Coo h igh ,  a s  f a r  a a  the count ry  i s  concernod. 
But, if the Commander-in-Chief, o r  t h o  Admin i s t r a t i on  doesn t r u n  
t h o  war w e l l ,  i f  t h e y  d o n l t  do t h i n g s  t h a t  p r o t e c t  o u r  b e a t  
i n t o r e s t s  i n  t h e  minds o f  t h e  Aloori can poople; -tfto--peepk-$h--- - 
s o l v e s  w i l l  make t h e  i s s u e .  

DIRKSEN: They always do. I remember t h e  campaign o f  1914. 
I was oampaigning a l l  o v e r  t h e  country .  I was b e l a b o r i n g  a&- 
c u l t u r e ,  t axes ,  t h i s  and t h a t ,  b u t  a l w a p  you g o t  back t o  t h o  
bus-lness o f  war. And I don 1 %  know how many loothars and f a t h o r s  
would corm up and say ,  w e l l ,  i f  so-and-so i s  e l e c t e d ,  w i l l  he 
p i c k  a new Cab ine t ?  W i l l  he  have a new Chief of  a t a f f  o f  $110 
Army? They d i d n t t  argue -- t h e y  just  asked,  t han  t h e y  walkod 
anay,  a n d  you know what was i n  t h a i r  h e a r t s .  And a s  a r e s u l t ,  
t h e y  v e r y  q u i e t l y  made the issue -- t h o  P a r t i e s  d l d n l t  make t h e  
issue,  a s  such. 

But a f u r t h e r  obse rva t ion  h e r o ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  whet you 
s a i d  a moment ago. 5 t h i n k  the e s s e n t i a l  t h i n g  a lways l a  t h l s ,  
and you can pu t  i t  i n  two phases  -- one, i t ' s  a ques t ion  o r  
c h o i c e  o f  method, i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  th i s  t o  a aonc lus ion .  Do 
you bomb Aanoi, o r  d o n ' t  you? R l g h t  t h e r o  you g e t  a d i v i s i o n  o f  
op in ion .  Do you bomb Haiphong? %ell ,  suppose they  r e t a l i a t e  by 
bombing wi th  heavy mor ta rs ,  Saigon. I n  t h e  ifiansfield Report ,  tihere 
Is a ve ry  s i g n i f i c a n t ;  l i t t l e  sentonce.  It s a y s  t h a t  Saigon 1s 
r e a l l y  hos t age  t o  ilaiphong and Hanoi, o r  v i c e  v e r s a ,  and t h a t  1s 
q u i t e  t r u e ,  I t h i n k ,  and t h e r e ' s  a  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  it. 

So first, what i s  the choiae ,  I n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  i t  t o  an 
end? Secondly, what d a r e  you r ea sonab ly  e m e a t  i f  perchance t h e  
peace f e e l e r a  a r e  e f f e c t i v e  end  you g e t  them around t h e  t a b l e  -- 
who do you g e t  around t h e  t a b l e .  Secondly can  you b e  s u r e  t h e m  



w i l l  ba a guaiwnteed fiooclom ancl fndovcndonco of  Sou<h Vlet i J sm? 
Novx t h a t *  s golng t o  bo tho fUiGil aild tho ros idual  issue. If i t  
I c n ' 6 , t h a n  every l i r a  t h n t l s  ~ a e ~ i f i c e d  w i l l  be i n  vain, becausa 
t h a t s s  t h e  pledge wefro t r y i n g  t o  rodeom. 

VANOCUR: S i r ,  l o t l s  tako those $17~1 points.  "hat about 
bombing Haiphong o r  Hanoi, o r  both, and &at  about tna ina lus ion 
of tho Vlet  Cong, the Nac ionn l  Liberation Pronf, a t  the  b u r g a i n i n s  
t a b l a ,  if' t a l k s  should bogxa? Ghak is the Hapubllcan posi t ion  on 
those  two points? 

cONG. FOHD: riTy anmor  would be, Sandy, t ha t  a t  t h i s  time 
tharo are s i g n i f i a a n t  milftarg t a r g e t s  outsid0 of t h ~  c:vilian 
populat ions i n  Hanoi, and i n  Hniphang: -- t a rge t s  t h a t  a r e  high 
on tfna priorl t iy lisl; t h a t  vouid have a oovqro impact on tho 
c a p a b i l i t y  of the Viol; Cone to pwsuo the  waz  fur ther .  And these 
a r e  t h o  k ind  of t a r & a t s  tlisti I: t h i n k  many of: our mil i2ary people 
r e01  should bo bit today. T don' t  t h l a k  we have t o  go a f t e r  
c i v i l i a n  populat ions i n  those l a r p  mt r i j po l t  tan a r ea s  o f  Hanoi 
and Hafphong. There a ro  bettie?, mare eTfect lve,  aignif'lcant 
m l l i t a r g  t a r g a t s  today t h a t  can be b i t  by our a i r  power. 

VANOCUR: What about the  lnclusion of the  National Liberation 
Fpont i n  peace t a l k s ?  

SZN. DIRKSEX: The quest ion alsogs is, i f  they aso6 t h e i r  f e e t  
down, i f  they have the Mnrxist Ti;.etion, what, x b  y& BoasTLt-. . . - 
bocoim s vani ty?  Daes i t  z ind  up rinslly i n  no kind of a doel a t  
a l l ?  You have t o  s t a r t  wlth %he assumption -- 2nd the  propor 
assumption -- t h a t  the Liberat ion Front i s  do f ln i t e ly  n communist 
f ron t .  NO1v the  fe l low who ougM t o  be a t  the peace t ab le  would 
ha Ho Chi ivlinh. A C t e r  a l l  ho -7eproneats, nnd h o t s  the  head, of 
North Viet  Warn. I put it on the bas i s  of who s i ts  i n  on tho poker 
t ab le .  If you haven* t go t  any chips i n  the pot, you haven1 t goti 
any business  s i t t i n g  a t  the  table.  And t h a t ' s  a matter t h a t ' s  
going t o  have t o  be very,  very c a ~ a f u l l y  surveyed. 

VANOCUR: '$Jell., on t h i s  point ,  a t  nhat point fs the Republican 
Par ty  i n  t h e  Senate and i n  the 'Iousa, going t o  demand tha t  the  
bombings be r e s m o d  i n  the  North, -- 

SEN. DIRKSEN: 'Elell, t h e r e  a re  f ac to r s  there,  I am sure,  of 
whioh wslve got  t o  take aacount, and of which we dont t  always 
know -- now, to a dogroe a t  l e a s t ,  they  respeoted a Chrietlnas 
t ruce ,  t o  b e  sure the re  waro vio la t ions  -- many of' theem were 
pa t t y ,  bu t  now they have, what i s  i t  -- the  Lunar holiday -- they 
c a l l  3.6 (Tett;?) I th ink  -- I don't know what i t s  r e l i g i o u s  
s ign i f i canoe  is, but suppose, up to a point a t  l e a s t ,  we don1 t 
raapoot  it. Look a t  t h e  propaganda weapon youfd give  them, r i g h t  
away. Now you oan argue on the  o the r  s i de  t ha t  i n  t ha t  intorim 
period they can bu i ld  up t h e i r  defenses, they can f i l l  up t h e i r  
supply l ines,  they oan bring i n  new troops, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e i r  
r egu l a r s ,  t ha t  is qu i t e  t rue.  But on the  o the r  hand, a t  the same 



tfmo, n o t  t h o  l e a s t  of t h e  f ~ c t o l -  Ghat you hnvo t o  t ake  i n t o  
account  i s  the  roapec t  o f  t h e  world. Uow if suddenly t h e y  would 
say,  vhy th3 United S t u t o s  dooont t  r e sp f i c t  a  r e l i g i o u a  h o l i d a y  
o f  tho o t h o r  s l d a ,  no twi ths t and ing  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s u b s t n n t i s l l y  
t hax  complied w i t h  the t r u c o  r e q u e s t  f o r  a p e ~ i o d  o f  t h i r t y  hours .  
It d i d n ' t  l a s t  q u i t e  t h a t  long,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  i t  was a r e s p e c t  f o r  
what we of fe red .  

R X P .  FORD: I t h i n k  1% r s waJ.1 t o  p o i n t  o u t ,  sandy, t h a t  wa 
have approximately  100,000 U. S .  Amy t r o o n s  i n  South V i e t  Nam, 
s a d  .:la hava 1 0  o r  12,000 U. S. hlarines i n  South  VioC Nnm. If v:o 
permi t  t h o  flow o f  V i e t  Cong r e g u l a r s ,  wi thout  any h indrance ,  i n t o  
South Vio t  Nam, i n  substanGia1 nunbers  -- and I t h i n k  'chis i s  telr ing 
p l a c e  today -- a t  one p o i n t  we h ~ v o  t o  knlce I n t o  cons ide ra t ion  t h e  
views of these men who arc from the ih'icod S t a t e s  who a r e  fimghting 
i n  VieC Nam. tTe c a n ' t  p e r n i t  them t o  becorno overwhelmed by 
n d d i t i o n a l  V i e t  Cong fo rces .  And %he use  o f  o u r  a i r  power i s  
e f f e c t i v e ,  t o  a dograe ,  i n  p roven t lng  the f l o w  o f  V i e t  Cong 
r e g u l e r s  arid s u p p l i e s  i n t o  SouGh V i e t  Nas. 

So a t  one p o i n t  t h o  P r e s i d e n t  h a s  t o  make a d e c i s i o n ,  when 
i s  he gofng t o  s t o p  t h i s  oxtra burden beLng plncod upon our  U. S. 
GI's, who a r e  over  t h e r e  on our  beha l f .  

VANOCUR: It seems t o  me, gantlcmen, t h a t  t h e  CruCiRl thin[: 
is,  a t  what p o i n t  does  Republican s u p p o ~ t  f o r  t h e  Presgdent e i t h e r  
c o m e  o r  diminlah? Now, Senator, you said p u s e r e  t h e  first t o  
r a i s e  your hand f o r  the Pi?ani&n?i. '~13.1 you go a l l  t h e  way--Km--- - 
the l i n e  wl th  him, on t h e  ~7a.rcir i n  V l o t  Warn, no m a t t a r  what h i s  
cho icee  a m ?  

SEN, DIRXSEM: Sandy, you can put t h a t  i n  n v e r y  s imple  
phrase .  The p r o s i d m e  1s n o t  only tho Chfof Exeout ive  o f  the 
Uni ted StaZies, ha i s  t h e  Comn~andor-in-Chief o f  tho Amad Forcen. 
Our c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  powar i s  t o  rn.?'.so and e c p l p  a rmies  and navios ,  
and t o  provide .the nocaosary funds ,  because you c a n ' t  t a k e  a 
d o l l a r  o u t  of the Troasury without an app ropP ia t lon  made i n  
Dursuaince o f  law. However, I !mow o f  nobhlng i n  any c o u r t  d e c i s i o n  
anywhere tha t  h a s  ever de - l imi t ed  t h e  p a v e r  nf  the Commander-in- 
Chiof. Now so  l o n g  a s  we have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o f f e r  o u r  
s u b s t l t u t c s ,  o u r  a l t e m a t i v e a ,  o u r  op in ions ,  o w  sugges t ions ,  and 
t h o y l r e  thrown around t h e  t a b l e ,  and c a r e r u l l y  d l souased  -- when 
t h e  d e o l s i o n  l a  f l n a l l y  made, what t o  do ID the i n t e r e s t s  o f  the 
unity of t h i s  oountry ,  beoause you cannot ,  and y o u  d a r e  no t ,  
p r e s e n t  a d i s -un i t ed  f r o n t  t o  a fevered  world,  you go e long  w i t h  
the Comander-In-Chief. 

VANOCUR: But-- 

SEN. DIRKSEN: Rut, when it comes t o  a s l d n g  f o r  money, 
Coneresa h a s  never  been n i g g a r d l y  about; t h a t  -- v h a t e v e r  their  
e s t i m a t e  is,  t h e r e  may be n l i t t l e  b i t  h e r e  and t h e r e  t h a t  you 
r o u l d  $ a h  o f f ,  o t h e r s  who would want t o  e n l a r g e  i t ,  b u t  a s  a 
general thing, t ha re  h a s  never  been any d i f f i c u l t y  i n  Congress 
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  n e c e s s a r y  funds.  T h e y ' l l  have t o  come up  b e f o r e  



t h e  Comrn i t t s~s ,  and  juat i fg  Z h o s ~  Tuncis, Hut a l l  that is j u s t  
pa r t  end p a r c e l  o f  t ho  ground aork, but ~ h o n  tho dec i s ion  i s  
made, t h a t  1s i'i -- because tihe P r s s l d e n t  is the a r c l u s i v o  
conduotor  of  our f o r e i g n  pol icy.  

V M O C U R :  Thank you vary math* Sena tor  Dirkson, Conpessman 
Ford -- now beck t o  Today i i n  Now York. 

B U I R :  So thetls what Congross rill bo about ,  a t  l e n s t  
from tiha Republican sido of tho a i s l e ,  anb we c e r t a i n l y  thank 
you d i s t i n g u i s h e d  gentlemen, and you, Sander Vanocur. . . 


