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FLANNERYt WASHINGTON REPORTS . TO THE PEOPLE! 

What can  we e x p e c t  f r o m  t h e  new Congres s?  What w i l l  b e  t h e  a t t i t u d e  
of t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  toward t h e  new Kennedy A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ?  

S e n a t o r  E v e r e t t  D i r k s e n  of I l l i n o i s ,  R e p u b l i c a n  l e a d e r  of t h e  S e n a t e ,  
and S e n a t o r  Mike M a n s f i e l d  of Montana,  Democra t i c  l e a d e r ,  answer  
t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  you .  T h i s  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  and t h e  American Fed- 
e r a t i o n  of  L a b o r  and Congres s  of I n d u s t r i a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  b r i n g  you 
f i r s t  f rom t h e  C a p i t o l ,  t h e  m i n o r i t y  l e a d e r ,  S e n a t o r  D i r k s e n .  

S e n a t o r  D i r k s e n ,  what w i l l  b e  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  
toward  t h e  new P r e s i d e n t ,  Kennedy? 

DIRKSEN: I f  I were  t o  u s e  a  s i n g l e  word,  I would s a y  a  c o n s t r u c t i v e  
a t t i t u d e .  By t h a t  I mean t h i s ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n  i s  o v e r  and now i t  i s  
o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  l a b e l s  we w e a r ,  t o  work i n  t h e  
i n t e r e s t  of t h e  c o u n t r y .  We s h a l l  d o  s o  w i t h o u t  r a n c o r ,  w i t h o u t  
b i t t e r n e s s ,  and a l w a y s  on t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  s i d e ,  b e i n g  m i n d f u l ,  
of c o u r s e ,  of what t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  t r a d i t i o n  and t h e  g e n e r a l  Repub- 
l i c a n  p r i n c i p l e  i s .  I am q u i t e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  
b l i n d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a  program.  

C e r t a i n l y  we w i l l  be  i n  d i s a g r e e m e n t  i n  a  g r e a t  many c a s e s  on means 
and me thods ,  p r o b a b l y  n o t  s o  much d i s a g r e e m e n t  on g o a l s  and we w i l l  
u n d e r t a k e  t o  modify a s  we go a l o n g  and ,  i f  we c a n n o t  m o d i f y ,  t h e r e  
w i l l  be  t i m e s  when we w i l l  have t o  oppose -- b u t  i t  w i l l  b e  a  con- 
s t r u c t i v e  a t t i t u d e .  

FLANNERY: What d o  you e x p e c t  t h e  main l e g i s l a t i v e  o b j e c t i v e s  of 
t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  w i l l  be i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e s s i o n ,  S e n a t o r ?  

DIRKSEN: W e l l ,  t h e s e  w i l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  somewhat by  what t h e  ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i o n  l e a d  w i l l  b e .  A s  an example ,  t h e r e  was i n t r o d u c e d  
a  b i l l  f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  of d i s t r e s s e d  a r e a s .  T h a t  w i l l  b e  t h e  admin- 
i s t r a t i o n  b i l l .  Almost a s  soon a s  t h a t  was i n t r o d u c e d  I g o t  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  and i n t r o d u c e d  o u r  v e r s i o n  of t h e  d i s t r e s s e d  a r e a s  
b i l l .  It d i f f e r s  i n  some m a t e r i a l  r e s p e c t s  f r o m  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
Douglas  B i l l .  I t  d o e s n ' t  c a r r y  q u i t e  a s  much money -- b u t  we b e l i e v e  
i t  i s  a  f a r  much b e t t e r  b i l l .  We b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  more b a l a n c e  i n  
i t  and  t h e r e  a r e  a  g r e a t  number of f e a t u r e s  t o  recommend i t .  

T h e r e  you have a  c a s e  where t h e r e  is  no d i f f e r e n c e  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  
o b j e c t i v e  i s  c o n c e r n e d .  We f r e e l y  can  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  de-  
p r e s s e d  a r e a s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  We can  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  ought  t o  be 
some f e d e r a l  a c t i o n .  The t y p e  of a c t i o n ,  however ,  t h e  amount of 
m a t c h i n g  and  t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  d i f f e r s  ia t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  we b e l i e v e  
it is  an i n h e r e n t  p rob lem where i t  h a s  g o t  t o  b$ c u r e d  f rom w i t h i n ,  
and you can  dump a  l o t  of money i n t o  t h o s e  a r e a *  and s t i l l  n o t  come 
up  w i t h  a  d u r a b l e  remedy. 

B u t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e s  p r e t t y  w e l l  what I mean. 

FLANNERY: What o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  do  you e x p e c t ,  S e n a t o r ?  

DIRKSEN: You w i l l  p r o a b l y  h a v e ,  a t  an e a r l y  s t a g e  i n  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  
a  b i l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  amendments t o  t h e  f a i r  l a b o r  s t a n d a r d s  a c t ,  
commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  minimum wage b i l l ,  The re  a g a i n ,  we have 
a  p r o p o s a l ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  a  p r o p o s a l .  They d i f f e r  i n  a  
number of p a r t i c u l a r s ,  

I presume an e f f o r t  w i l l  b e  made i f  t h e y  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  i n  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p l a t f o r m  t o  d o  some th ing  abou t  s e c o n d a r y  boy- 
c o t t s .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  you have  a d i f f i c u l t  p roblem b e c a u s e  you can  
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s c a r c e l y  f i n d  a s u b s t i t u t e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  them. You c o u l d  amend i t ,  
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t o  e x c l u d e  d e f e n s e  p l a n t s ,  l e t  u s  s a y ,  b u t  you 
c o u l d n s t ,  v e r y  w e l l ,  g e t  away f rom t h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  i s  
i n v o l v e d  e x c e p t  t o  oppose i t  a s  s u c h .  

Ano the r  i s  S e c t i o n  1 4 - B  of t h e  T a f t - H a r t l e y  Act .  T h a t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of t h e  r i g h t s  of s t a t e s  t o  l e g i s l a t e  i n  t h e  l a b o r  f i e l d ,  and ,  
v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l aws  on r i g h t  t o  work. I f  you r e -  
p e a l  S e c t i o n  14-B, I r a t h e r  g a t h e r ,  a s  f a r  a s  my own e x p l o r a t i o n s  g o ,  
t h a t  a l l  t h e  s t a t e  l a w s  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  would f a l l  and t h a t P s  q u i t e  
an u n d e r t a k i n g .  We migh t  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  w i t h o u t  
a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  b r i n g  i n  a s u b s t i t u t e .  

Wel l ,  t h o s e  a r e  j u s t  some of t h e  t h i n g s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
you have  h o u s i n g .  You d o u b t l e s s  have a  h e a l t h  b i l l  t o  t a k e  t h e  
p l a c e  of t h e  h e a l t h  f o r  t h e  aged b i l l  t h a t  we p a s s e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  
s e s s i o n  which c o n j o i n e d  t h e  f e d e r  a 1  and s t a t e  governments  on a  
d i r e c t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b a s i s  t o  p r o v i d e  h e l p  f o r  aged and h e a l t h  c a r e .  

P e r h a p s  I can s e t  t h i s  i n  a  s i n g l e  f r ame  by s a y i n g  t h a t  my e x p e r i e n c e  
h a s  been -- f o r  n e a r l y  28 y e a r s  h e r e  -- t h a t  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  you a r e  
p lowing  o l d  g round .  The re  a r e  j u s t  new t h i n g s  t h a t  come a l o n g  -- 
h o u s i n g ,  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  h e a l t h ,  f e d e r a l  a i d  f  3r e d u c a t i o n ,  f  ~ r e i g n  
a i d ,  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  -- t h e s e  a r e  t h i n g s  w i t h  which  we d e a l  
y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r .  

S o ,  t h e  f o r m a t  w i l l  n o t  be  d g r e a t  d e a l  d i f f e r e n t  e x c e p t  i n  one re- 
s p e c t  -- I d o  n o t  know, a t  t h e  moment, what  w i l l  happen s o  f a r  a s  
o u r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Cuba a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  n o t  what a c t i o n  may u l t i m a t e l y  
be  t a k e n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Laos .  I have been  o u t  t h e r e  t w i c e ,  I know 
what a  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  i t  i s ,  s o  you may g e t  some new i t e m s  i n  
t h a t  f i e l d .  B u t ,  i n  t h e  main,  a s  you l o o k  a t  t h e  whole  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
and d o m e s t i c  p i c t u r e ,  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  be c o n s i d e r i n g  a  l o t  of t h i n g s  
t h a t  w i l l  be  e n t i r e l y  f a m i l i a r  t o  t h e  members of b o t h  h o u s e s  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  have been  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  and  h e a r i n g s  have been 
h e l d  i n  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  commi t t ees  o v e r  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  

FLANNERY: Thank you v e r y  much, S e n a t o r  D i r k s e n .  Now t o  t h e  S e n a t e  
R a d i o  G a l l e r y  and S e n a t o r  M a n s f i e l d .  

Sena to r ,  what d o  you e x p e c t  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e s s i o n  of Congress?  

MANSFIELD: W e l l ,  I a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  t h e  f  i v e - p o i n t  p rog ram,  l a i d  
down by t h e  P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t  w i l l  be  p a s s e d  by t h e  C o n g r e s s .  We Rave 
h e l d  h e a r i n g s  on a l l  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s ,  a l l  we have  t o  d o  now is t o  
u p - d a t e  them. I t h i n k  t h e r e  w i l l  be  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of u n i t y  b e h i n d  
M r .  Kennedy and I am h o p e f u l  t h a t  we w i l l  be  judged ,  n o t  on t h e  
b a s i s  of t h e  q u a n t i t y  of l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  b u t  t h e  q u a l i t y  of 
l e g i s l a t i o n .  

FLANNERY: What are t h e  f i v e  items, S e n a t o r ?  

MANSFIELD: There  i s  h o u s i n g ,  a i d  t o  d e p r e s s e d  a r e a s  b o t h  u r b a n  and 
r u r a l ,  t f i e r e  i s  t h e  m a t t e r  of minimum wage,  t h e r e  is a l s o  t h e  
m a t t e r  of a i d  t o  e d u c a t i o n  and one o r  two o t h e r s  wh ich  he h a s  men- 
t i o n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  and which we w i l l  t r y  t o  b r j n g  t o  t h e  f l o o r  
as soon a s  we p o s s i b l y  c a n .  

FLANNERY: You ment ioned  h o u s i n g  f i r s t ,  S e n a t o r .  What i s  p r o p o s e d  
i n  t h e  h o u s i n g  b i l l ,  would t h i s  be  a  comprehens ive  h o u s i n g  b i l l ?  

MANSFIELD: Y e s ,  i t  would be  a  comprehens ive  h o u s i n g  b i l l  because  
I t h i n k  i t  i s  needed  and o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  i n  need  of t h i s  t y p e  of  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  The re  i s  a  s e v e r e  slump i n  t h e  h o u s i n g  i n d u s t r y  and 
t h i s  w i l l  h e l p  them. 

May I p o i n t  o u t ,  H a r r y ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  measu res  a r e  i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
i n  a  c e r t a i n  s e n s e ,  c i v i l  r i g h t s  measu res  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a p p l y  t o  
a l l  o u r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of r a c e ,  c o l o r  o r  c r e e d  and t h e r e b y  
a l l  o u r  p o p u l a t i o n  w i l l  be b e n e f i t t e d .  

PLANNERY: What d o  you e x p e c t  i n  minimum wage? 
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MANSFIELD: I would hope t h a t  we would b e  a b l e  t o  p a s s  a  minimum 
wage b i l l  r a i s i n g  t h e  f i g u r e  t o  $1.25,  What t h e  House w i l l  d o ,  I 
d o  n o t  know, p e r h a p s  o v e r  t h e r e  t h e y  may n o t  r e a c h  t h a t  l e v e l ,  p e r -  
h a p s  $1.15.  B u t ,  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  c a s e ,  t hen  I hope t h a t  t h e  c o v e r a g e  
would be  ex tended  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  

FLANNERY: Now i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  t o  t h e  aged ,  What 
d o  you e x p e c t  i n  t h a t ,  S e n a t o r ?  

MANSFIELD: We c a n ' t  d o  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h a t  f i e l d  u n t i l  and u n l e s s  a  
b i l l  is  r e p o r t e d  o u t  of t h e  Ways and Means Committee i n  the  House,  
p a s s e s  t h e  House and i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f i n a n c e  commit tee  i n  t h e  
S e n a t e  and i s  r e p o r t e d  o u t  t h e r e ,  However, i f  t h e r e  i s  no  a c t i o n  
f o r t h c o m i n g  i n  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  I would assume t h a t  we w i l l  be  r eady  t a  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a t t a c h i n g  an amendment c o v e r i n g  m e d i c a r e  
f o r  t h e  aged t o  a b i l l  of a  d i f f e r e n t  n a t u r e  which may have been  r e -  
p o r t e d  o u t  of t h e  House by t h e  Ways and Means Commit tee ,  

FLANNERY: A r e  you h o p e f u l  t h a t  t h i s  would i n c l u d e  t h e  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  
f e a t u r e  of t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  t h e  aged? 

MANSFIELD: Y e s ,  i n d e e d .  

FLANNERY: And what a b o u t  e x t e n d i n g  t h i s  t o  t h o s e  who w o n q t  be 
c o v e r e d  by s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ?  

MANSFIELD: I t h i n k  we ought  t o  g i v e  them s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
b e c a u s e  many good p e o p l e  have g o t t e n  by on t h e i r  own s a v i n g s ,  t h e y  
were n o t  cove red  by s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  t h e i r  s a v i n g s  have run o u t  and 
t h e y ,  t o o ,  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  But I 
t h i n k  we ought  t o  have t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of t h o s e  i n  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  a s  
a  b a s e  and t h e n  expanded-  

FLANNERY: One of t h c  most i m p o r t a n t  m e a s u r e s ,  I i m a g i n e ,  i n  t h e  -- 
session of C o n g r e s s  now i n  p r o g r e s s  w i l l  be  a i d  t o  d e p r e s s e d  a r e a s ,  

MANSFIELD: There  a r e  a  l a r g e  number of permanent  p o c k e t s  of unem- 
ployment  now, i n  o u r  l a r g e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s .  T h e r e  seems t o  b e  no  
way t o  f u r n i s h  them w i t h  t h e  s u s t e n a n c e  of l i f e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime  
and ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  i t  i s  a  government r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e s e  
p e o p l e ,  who a r e  o u t  of j o b s  t h r o u g h  no f a u l t  of t h e i r  own, a r e  
g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l i v e  a s  d e c e n t  normal  Amer icans  and t o  have 
j o b s .  

FLANNERY: What a b o u t  c i v i l  r i g h t s ?  Do you e x p e c t  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h i s  
f i e l d  a t  a l l ?  

MANSFIELD: A s  f a r  a s  c i v i l  r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i t s e l f  is c o n c e r n e d ,  
i t  would be  my b e l i e f  t h a t  i n  v iew of what P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy s a i d  
d u r i n g  t h e  campaign t h a t  he would u s e  t o  t h e  u t m o s t  t h e  powers  
which  a r e  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  and which have  n o t  been  used  up 
t o  t h i s  t ime .  Then i f  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  enough t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y  
American i s  g i v e n  t h e  e q u a l i t y  of o p p o r t u n i t y  and t h e  r i g h t s  which 
a r e  h i s  u n d e r  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  1 would assume t h a t  c i v i l  r l g h t s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  would be  i n t r o d u c e d ,  

FLANNERY: These a r e  i n  t h e  d o m e s t i c  f i e l d .  Whqt a b o u t  t h e  f o r e i g n  
f i e l d ?  F i r s t  of a l l  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  d e f e n s e .  .Do you f o r e s e e  
any m a j o r  changes  i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  program,  S e n a t o r ?  

MANSFIELD: I would a n t i c i p a t e  some changes  b e c a u s e  M r ,  Kennedy 
h a s  been  open i n  some of h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  r e l a t i v e  t o  o u r  d e f e n s e  
p o s t u r e ,  He f e e l s  t h a t  we ought  t o  have  a  b e t t e r  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
armed f o r c e .  He f e e l s  t h a t  ou r  s t r e n g t h  ought  t o  b e  b e e f e d  up be-  
c a u s e  o n l y  on t h e  b a s ~ s  of s t r e n g t h  can we n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  p e o p l e  
l i k e  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  S o v i e t  Union, But  I would t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  
wouldnP t t a k e  t o o  much more i n  t h e  way of money b e c a u s e  t h e r e  must 
be some w a t e r  i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  d e p a r t m e n t  which c o u l d  be  s q u e e z e d  o u t ,  
T h e r e  c o u l d  b e  a  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  I t h i n k ,  on t h e  Manhat tan t y p e  
p r o j e c t  b a s i s  whereby r e s e a r c h  and deve lopmen t ,  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of 
m i s s i l e s ,  c o u l d  be  t a k e n  away f rom t h e  v a r i o u s  armed s e r v i c e s  and 
p u t  i n  one c e n t r a l  agency ,  t h e r e b y  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  manpower, m a t e r i a l  
and money and I t h i n k  a c h i e v i n g  a  good d e a l  more f o r  l e s s .  
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FLANNERY: Do you th ink  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be any f u r t h e r  implemen- 
t a t i o n  of your p roposa l s  i n  connect ion w i t h  f o r e i g n  a id?  I am 
r e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  b r ing ing  Germany, Japan and o t h e r  
c o u n t r i e s  which have recovered s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
program. 

MANSFIELD: I d o n P t  know what t h e  P r e s i d e n t P s  p o s i t i o n  i s  bu t  I 
f e e l  t h a t  he would be i n  f a v o r  of a  more c o l l e c t i v e  i d e a  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  of fo re ign  a i d  because these  c o u n t r i e s  which we have helped 
a r e  now on t h e i r  f e e t ,  They should assume t h e i r  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  
s h a r e  of t he  burden and they should recognize  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they 
t o o ,  i f  they wish t o  s u r v i v e ,  and t o  c a r r y  on a s  they want t o ,  
owe an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t hese  underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s .  

I would a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  would p u t  more emphasis on 
economic a i d  and l e s s  on m i l i t a r y  a s s i t a n c e .  I wouLd a n t i c i p a t e  
t h a t  he would do away w i t h  t he  waste ,  t he  over lapping and the  
d u p l i c a t i o n  which has been i n h e r e n t  i n  f o r e i g n  a i d  programs under 
bo th  Democratic and Republican a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  and t h a t  i n  r e t u r n ,  
we would g e t  more i n  t h e  way of va lue  f o r  t h e  d o l l a r s  expended. 
I would say fu r the rmore ,  Harry ,  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  does  no t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  d o l l a r s  a lone a r e  t h e  answers t o  our  problems overseas .  

PLANNBRY: Thank you, Sena tor  Mike Mansf i e l d  of Montana, m a j o r i t y  
l e a d e r  and Sena tor  E v e r e t t  Dirksen of I l l i n o i s ,  minor i ty  l e a d e r ,  

Each week t h i s  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  and t h e  AFL-CIO seek  t o  keep you up 
t o  t h e  moment on Congress wi th  i n t e rv i ews  of both  Republican and 
Democratic l e a d e r s .  

Th i s  i s  Harry W. Flannery who i n v i t e s  you t o  be w i t h  u s  n e x t  week 
a t  t h e  same t ime f o r  t he  nex t  program i n  t h i s  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r i e s ,  WASHINGTON REPORTS TO THE W OPLE . 


