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Sanatcr Everett MoKinley Dirksen
Repunlican of Illinols
Senate Minority Leader

PANEL: RZay Scherer, dNBC lews
Mav CTraig, Portland (:e.) Press Herald
Jack Bell, Associated Press
Lawyence B, Spivak, Fermanent Panel Member
MODERATOR: Ned Brooks
MR, BRCOKS: This is Ned BSrooks, inviting you toc MEET

THEZ PRESS.

fAnncuncenant)

AR . BROOKE: Cur guest codav on MEET THE PRESES is the
Republicuan [l:adz- ¢f tha Fenate, Zveraet:t 4., Dirkzen of
I11linciz [ TR S RN, T = o e . ~ Ay e AT .= -
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before oeming to the Senate and he has been the Republican

Leader of the SSenate sipes 165%%, Senacyr Lirks
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cowe ol sl observers say that ne may wall e the most
effect ws sirngla man 11 the new Sanate.

How w3 will have the fivst guesuvion from Lawrence L.
Spivak, Fermanent Member of the MEET TIHE PRESS Panel.

M. BPIVREN:  Fenatcor Dirksen, there hag been a geeod

of the wincrity payvty in Congress shovld ke, How Ao ycu

see the role of
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SENATCR DIWKSE. k11, the wvole ¢f the Republiican

Pariy, or any minoricy Zor that netter weuld ke cone

of conuiruchiive cp

©

positicen, act biind oppesiticen, and by

feopstructive opposgizion”™ I mean veuw accept the things that

are gocd for e ccuntry, vou Lry o amend or modify proposals

that in your -Hudesant and in the judgmwent of the Farty ase
not cewed and if dhey ceontalin mworse of evil, shall I sav, than

of gocd, taen oy redzcot thew, But ilwaye you try o follow
a constructive line.

Tord rarsnily sugyesited that
tie Farty ought o haeve a program ol 1tz own, an altevrnata
progyag:,  WilL the Lepubllcan Favty nave @ prograin of

. : iy m g sy ey il e reqae’
L5 andrl o Cile S GIeitard] SRgE 00 L LCToGTEesE
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than the adoption of theiv nacicnal platfeorm in a convention

vear, to adopt a sot of principies as they ¢g along., But I

[R

don’'t know that it 1s particularly necessary to have

3

alternatives for evervining lat tlh.e 2Inini<leaition o fers,
If sometning i3 offered that is neot good, whv should you
have an altsrnative for 1ik2

MR, SPIVAX: Welil, agen'{ the grinciples that the
Party usually =s5pouses so general that the CDemocrats, the
left, the right, almost eve:ybody,_gﬁn accept them? Don't
you have to have alternate :roposals if you are going to
get your image across o the couﬁéry?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: ©Not necessarily. I think in the case
of those where there is constructive good by the Administration,
we can take a good lock at it. We may want to modify
it, as I have said, and we want to be heard on the subiect.

Now you can come up with a substitute or an alternative
or you could come up with a whole series of amendments in
order to modifyv itg,

MR. SFIVAX: 3ut as of now you don't see any scecial
program of vour own?

LT down and have

Lo
[N
[

SEMATOR JIRRIEN: HG, etz n

somaething specific. The Administrzation among other :things has
come up with & new irmigratlon proposal. I thiak tner2 135 much
good in it, Iz will have to e medifisa somewhat in my
dndomens, bul owe Aon i netessavily havs Lo ale & sapnstitube



for it

country.,

in order to make it pallatable and make 1t good for the

MR, SPIVAK: Now the President thinks that educaticn is
the number cne rrcblem in this country tcday, and that it
needs federal zid., MNow in the past I belleve you have been
cpposed o f aid to education., Lo you plan to oppose
federal aid wo educarion in this Congress?

SENATOR DIRKSLES: I can tell you better when 1 see what

-
kKind of a bill comes out ¢f the Commictee on Labor and

MR, 3PIVAK: T am talking now about the general principle
of federal zid.
SENATOR DIRKSENU: Well, the zeal difficuilty with federal

aid to educaticn has ba2en this guescion of contrel, for cone
ching, and saceondly tha questicn of need. Ve had Dr. Reger
Preeman ci Stanfaord Unlversity celore the Committee when

I was still a wember of that CommiZtee and his testimony as
an expert in the fisld ian my Zudgment nailed down the

fact that 1£ you 22 tiriaking in terms of classrooms that
scnoeois distTrichs -nd siatos czn not consiruco, O

iE you zze tinkiag Lo tarms o0 keacners’ pay. zhen certalnly
Sy, Fraenasn s o unel nohe cess Ioroonr Administraticon, and
Unl2gs thevs L3 s=arnechliny Liffersrno A osoae new Dill, I owouid
3TLLL g oA SRS TN Do wWihether or oo Lo
agpilaes 7 othe o B - oLk - B 1S ymal
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TR, BROC S woe will continue vho quesiilons, now, with
Oy, Oollil

hd T ¥ o1 o - - o ¥l ——r - . G- ! :)

I, BELL:  Sonaior, you and Represcentative Ford anc

Hational Chalrmuan Suven Ssct up & Posicy Coorcinating Commiitice

Giiferent dizectisns, At Chicage yosicraay at iths dlational
Commicics wmceting,some of the lacies scemed rather wirathful

Surch because there is

SENATCE DIRULII:  Well, T, Zell, I am always distressad
wien the ladizs pre —wrathiul and thaet is the iast thing I would
want to cchiizve.  Jut when you S£toup § coorxdimating conmittoeo
, SOT @opility, ior acceleration

o¥ the jou, ocause things will wot wait i vou have an

o be remembered that This is a beginanin
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e are I1ying to corstitute and roconsti
iecessary, ito Jive adequatlé and proper represcentation te all

componenis ia tho Qopubliiscan Pardy, anc 1 supnsncesSe
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alonc we will orabably reosih that cbjeciive., You won't reach iT

entive Sots, There cortainiy wWiil ke Sonc
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actually

SENATOR DIRKSLEN: There are women nocmbdbers on the
nepudlican iaticnal Committee ~-

M. BLLL: Yes, but they are not represcnted, they say,

SLUATOR DIRKSLI: And as a matter of fact there is a
sule to the zifect there must be a woman for every committeeman,
30 it would act te so difficult to work out, I am sure, ia
setting uvp thc coordinating committec in its {inal form. But
mind you, wa staried irom a very iresh start on the matier and
so in due time I am sure this thinﬁ'will develop and become
an eflective instrumentality.

MR, DLLL: well, will this commitfiee make policy?

SENATOR DIRIISEII:  VWell, I have always said tihat your policy

oW

is made by yochr clected representatives., Thoy cone Irem the

pecple and they speal and they are the oaly ones who have a

Ul

hal

vote in tlie ljouse of Represcntatives and in the Scnate,

ow certainly, in agc aavisery C2paciiy e~

L, BILL:

SLIATOR DIRIISLI: --and in 2 consultative capacity,
things will be throwao ouft on the table ior discussion and
there could well Lo mediiications of depublican policy beifore
you get throug:i,

S, CAAiIG:  Scunator, we seem to oe putiiang our principal
deleanse dependence on auciear nissiles and nuclear submarines,
sioiogienls and chamicals which would

- - - N . - e = Y

= . 12 - s - o ot e 48 PR . I " - d . S -
2ONNUSC 2oL LoD LT TR oTot Tzt ono LALL ane blast cltiss?
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SEITATOR DIRXSLI: Vork has been done, in fact a great deal

oi work has becn done, in that ficld, but, frankly, it

hasn't been vent
detail so far as
occasions when v

Secrectaxy of Def

b}

ijated and it hasn't boen ciscussed in any
the Jjoint leadership is concerancd, On those
¢ have had thne Director of CIA, or the

cpnse ana others discussing our deienses, alwvays

they discuss manned vonbers, nissiles, Poldris submarines and

that sort ol tiii
actually been di
rather delicate
too nuch unless
expressec. And
beceause it doubt
liaviag been unde
thiplz, as o% kno

MRS, CRAIG:
proposcc chenica
that they would

SLHATOR DIl
oneny,

RS, CRAIG:

SLIATOR T

-i 4 AL

no

o, but nothing ipn the chemical field has

scussed, 1 presunc the reaseon is that it is a

subiecct and you don't want the thing poisced aboug

¥

he facts are clearly hknown and clearly

50 I have %alken no particular interest in it
less woulid b2 your 1last resort, if scoems to me,
r zas attack in Veorld Var I, I cam speal, I
vlecdge as to iow hideous and ghastly it can be,
Well Scnator, I did not unaerstand that these

-

15 an¢ Diologicals would be poison gas, in

Till,

PR kel LR

tfolic: Well, they arc sunposced to immobilizc the

vrcq

4 =

IBENs Zunm aemaniily it has not Deen discussced to

cu>d pive yow azy hind o7 an answer that would bhe
G e B P ALY Mol I 17 AL L



a
SENATOR DIRKSEN: WwWell, it might be., I still confess

that I am not an expert in the field where you gas an eneny
army, an enemy instrumentality and try to immobilize him.
Let me round that out: It is probably a good deal like this
gas they had out in Vietram, so I understand, that defoliated
trees and the shrubs and everything in the countryside.
We heard very little about it and we hear nothing about it
now.

MRS. CRAIG: Do ycu know whetggr Red Russia and Red
China are working in this field?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I haven't the slightest idea.

MR. SCHERER: 3enator, the last time you were on this
program you went immediately off into the hospital and
poor Larry Spivak got olamed. You had a slight Jdisability,
Now Presicdent Johnscn 1s in the hospital. Congress has been
diliy~dallying fer yezars over some sort of disability
arrangement to put into zffact when a President is out of

acticn. Isn't it time that Ccongrass acted on this? Doesn't

SENATOR DIRXSEN: The fact of the macter is that we

did get a disability b1l cuzr of zhis subcommitiee last

1t will he one 07 tixe firsst srders of susiness, nd let me
maxe T ashadanily cloar ©h2at Laan 130 o 0T a mouwent
a cnolaTmlon oo T2 23T E 2. r.oo3rs o and vitalizv of

T



President Johnson, because I know him and I know what a

vigorous parson oz really is,

Senator Bayh of Indisna, who 15 thz Chairman of the subcommi

had one. His appreoach had, L think, tne agproval of the

o
o1}
)

Amarican Bar Asseoliation. Seanator Mraska of Nebraska

Feazing of New York nad still ancther

aponroach, But Ly the time we get 1i on the Commitheg ©ac

b
0]

H
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Zordiscussion, T an sure that we can probably work oud

L ke malatsble and po ctical,
MR, 3CJHERGR:  You menZoned Vietpam a moment ago.  You
3

weare at thae dnine douse Thuirsday when tha President briefed

States should 8o azcirt Viataam Ve can’c seem to win i,

yet we can’'t pull ocuc. Whao Jo wa do?

o LA - - - -
DITLSTN. Jell, Lrnerg dre Chire? thlings you
el I - o - - 3 Do o . - .
could do -+ snd theare zoain Lodon i orososa to maks 2olioy
e - T - - T . - = e iy ~ E
Ior fae MIminlsocaclon. JToorin sErike noria Lnto The

ViET LOhd L oI, flan T Jel JUT, Ad o2laIlCrf MOTs5e WOald

MNommra e D B T R Va2 I N e S L N L TERa ) Rt - -
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i0
victory. But let me remind you if we pull out of Vietnam --

and I am not one of those who counsels that course -- it
will mean that the southernmost flank of the line that runs
from Korea to Vietnam and which is our outside derense perimeter
will suddenlv have that f£lank cturned ard then all the wrustzed
isiands in the Pacific as well as the Pnilippines are in danger,
and. I will not counsel that kind of a course.
MR. SCIERER: You favor more muddling, tnen, as you put
it, which is present policy?
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, what can you do but nuddle

=1 sltuat:on scablllzed. Filrst

Q)

until you can get the politi

you are dealing with one govermment, tnen you are cealing

-

with another, and when stability is lacking, how can you

1

vary well go forward with a vigorous military effort?

MR, SPIVAK: Senator Dirksen, tnevre are some solltical
g/nies who say that your Coordinating Committee is a plot
ratner tnas a plan, 3 oloc io xeep the rising power of tne

Govearnoys in choack. Waas 1s vour answar to that?

SENATCOR DIKRKSN: Well, I havse nevar neard it

characterized a3 a plot Thnre are, alcer 211, 17 Republlican

Sovernecrs, Thare are 172 Congresswen 2ao 82332008 on Lhe

i P PR A . -2 .3 - - = Ty = L m n R, o~ . P
Repurcilcan Sids, 311 of whom nevs Sesn gizctaa.  Jow ths
Governcys nhave Thels prooey silace Tuw We nawve Désn

¢dealing ¢ SUCh &o ol ASC4OnAaL
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level here since this centers upon the Republican National
Committee, that you think first in terms of the national
frame, DNow the Governcrs will certainly have a

part in this undertaking, and I think Governor Smylie

of Idaho understands that fully because for an hour or more
last week we discussed the whole matier in my office.

MR. SPIVAK: DBut Senastor, you Revublicans keep saying ail
the time that tha more poweir ought to go back to the states,
that there is too nmuch federal powezr, Now with 17 Republican
Governnrs wiis have been elescted, why don‘t you give them
more than just Ziwve little szafsc in your Coordinating
Committee?

SEVATOR DIRKSEM: WWell, what ratic would you suggest?
FPive out of 17, &nd then vou lock at the joint leadership
which corsists of only nine out of 172,

MR, 5PIVAE: HNeow whaz is tne status today of your
Ccordinating Commiczece? Who has accepted your invitation?
Has President Eisznhcwer accepted your iavitation?

SENATOR DIXRXSZMN: The invitations have gone out

only vecently and I orasume the responses are coming back.
MR. SPIVAK: Do far aobody has acceptad?
SENATOR DIRISEN: YWell, that Z can't say because the

Tecponzas woudld go to thoe Chalrman of the Republican National

Commlihee, anag . Qave not @en Sim o talk te, I o have not
cat _2d nin and nhe o ool e Thieraic-2a wonldr (t e
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able to tell wu who has responded and wha will attend,.

MR. DILLL: Senator dorton said at the Chicago meeting of
the Nati~nal Committee that this Coordinating Committee was
in businass. It didn't make any difference whetherx the NWational
Committee liked it or not, Is that your view of 1t?

SENATOR 27TRESEN: Well. i1+ is in business in the sense
that the Secators and the House members who constltute
the jacint leadershin are here., UHow the ra2st of it is more or

1lass 3adviscory and it is targeted on the Reoublican

45

Matlional Commithae., 5o vou can go ahead and do businsss,

1

1f vou are going tn deal in the field of nolicvy. for the

minute th= first Admiaistration will comes to the Floor

I

of the Hovse or Senate vou aras geoing Lo have to be in

MR, BELL: “Well, ChairmAar 3urch astimaked 1t cost

$150,000 roc operats this Committae for one year. Where are

2
0
o
'-J
3
Vu)
ot
D
[t
b3
)

whiat mopnev?
SENATOR DIRK3EW:  Well, as a matter of fact the estimate
Lrst parliz2d ancut wias nen $150,000. it was

$250,000,. and thoy talt there wonld be ne difficulbty in secu

4
I‘"
o

i}

AR. RELL: From owhere?
g ety MR vt . i e T s e e
SEMADOR DIEKELN: Gh, wall you #nsWw how colirical Tunds
are salsed.
Al e T.7=" " - P T P — PR - - - I - Py -
AP 3ETL: bl Do, Tenanor, vl ovvonu Jdooand L mhouoght
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maybe you could tell me.

SEMATOR UIRKSDN: Well, I will just tell you, Ycu go
cut and pass tiae nhab ameng people who can contribute
substantial sums to gat this under way.

MR. BELL: You will go to Texas, first, and then New York,
dc you, is that the --

SENATOW DLIRKSEYN: Ybu can make allotments of states, or
you ¢an just get up a 1ist of individuals and you assign so

-
many to this perzcn, S¢ wany toe that person, but the new
Chairman of the Republican MNational Committee, I can assure

you i3 no amateur in the field of raisiang money and in tne

o}

)

field of party crganizatio
[y

MR. BELL: Ycu feel quite confident then that you can

get the $£150,000 without any troubis?

ficuliy ever

1]

SENATOR DIRKSEN: ®li, ne has nad no di

getting money to put Gnio on the right side of the ladger,

{

that e

MR, BOLIL: Well, Senator., I didn'+ think Onio was on the

LN T -l s R p— T + ' - L T S . b : B
rignz 31ce of zha Heoublican ledger 1n the last olscticn,

SENATOR CIRKSSH:  Non the lasc 2i2ction, buc what about 21l
the ziectisnz O that?

MR, BULT:  well, thersz oz 3ome of bhofe where tho Cemocrats
Wwon, Iov.

STIEATY sLwT S SO s 0 Ta sLlzk o ous one and



la
mm5 try to make a case on that.

MRS. CRAIG: Senator, it has always seemed to me that

anyone who succeeded © the Presidency ought to be elected by

all the people if possible, not the Cabinet officer cr even

the Speaker. What would be your idea of =zminding the Consti-

tution to have two Vice Presidents, one executive to help the

President and one legislative to be there giving us another

chance at the succession.

SENATOR DIRKSEY: Well, Mrs. Craig, if you are going

down -hat road why not have three or four Vice Presidents?

A pill was introduced in the House of Representatives some

years ago by & Pennsylvania Congressman. 1 think he

pcrovided for three Vice Presidents, and laid out the duties

that each one should perform, I don't see how vou can guite

do it. You either have the Vice President or you deon't have

the Vige President. You don't operate ihe government of

the United States like to do a commercial corporation.

You have one who would succeed the President in case of

h

death, resigrnation, retirement or (Z2isabllity, and no more

L

than that. For the ¢ast of it theis of course duties can

be assigned to pecpis who ¢an be empleoved at any level, any

i, anv title level ia government.

MRS, CRAIG: Jell, Senatcrs, tie way the Prasidents are

now using the cona Vics Presideat, don't vou think we need

two?



SENATOR DIRKSEN: No, I ¢o not.

MR. SCIHERER: Senater, the Goldwater forces averted a
fight in Chicago by having Mr. Burch step down, but haven't
the Republicans really only papered over the split by electing
Ray Bliss Chairman? Doesn't the old question still exist,
who controls tha Party, the Goldwaterites or the moderates who
cppose him?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: ©Oh, I think those things finally cure them-
selves. Tiase is the great healer.‘#ﬁnd really the major
factor to be kept in mind constantly in the party are the
people who compose the Party, thé“millions who have an interest
in the success of the Party. So that at the top level, perforce,
it is not a case c¢f napering over. I think it will find its
own level and then vou will have a unified Party, a cohesive
Party, and you will 4o on to & victory.

MR, SCHERER: This will happen by 196372

SENATOR DIRISEMN: Well certainly in tne bi-elasctions I
anticipate that we ought to do right well,

MR. SCIERER: Who is going to lead twhe Party in '68,

who doc you sce as the top names, the too contenders?

4

SENATOR DIRKSUN: Far be 1t from e to name anybody sc

m

-

4id, who kaows, 1t might stick,

and there might Ze others whc ~ould take exception to me

]

s iadividual.,
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remaining. Mr, Spivak -~
MR, SPIVAK: The UN is in a hassle today over the
Russian refusal to pay about $52 million in the debt they owe
the UN. In the past you have been for a tough United
States stand in the UN. Have you any proposals for us as to what
ougnt to be done about that?

ENATOR DIRKSEN: ell I have this much of a proposal:
Unless we show our teeth and insist that these funds be paid,
and 1f they go off in some other direétion, it would be
tantamount to am:ading that charter and once vou dc it vou
may have others hesides Sukarnc who is beginning to meove out
of the UM family. 8o I think the Unitad States through its
Ambassador ought to insist that the charter be followed with
respect to Secitlon 19 and the ilaw te vote 1n the Ceneral
Assembly 12 they f£ail to pay up.

MR. BELL: ¢Eenator, Republicans are tazlking about unity
at this pcint. I+ szems tc me yYou have a special problem in
the Senats, however. How do vou unify a party there that

embraces Senator Javits of Naw Vork and Sgnator Thurmond

SENATOR DIRIIEY:  Well, it gut of 22 you can get say 27 or



17

did it on the cloture bill in ancicipation of Civil Rights,

and we did it on Civil Rights, because we got 27 Reovublican

votes,
MRS . ZRAXG: Senator, Senatcor Javits wants the Republicans
Dc you think vou need a whols

to write a whole new platform.

new platform?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: They have no authority fo write a new

platform. That is a prerogative of the National! Committee,
t agos vou do betide and betimes

That is why I indicatad

write a statamenrt of princiole for guidance as conditions change,
but you have nc authority to write a new platform.
MRS. CRAIGC: But should you write one?
SEMATCE LDIRFSZEN: %ll, I s3ee no narticular reason for
Mmanges as we go along.

it because

MR. SCHERER: Why are you so upsSet about closing the

surplus Veterans Acministratioa
nsulted with

N DT N R AN . oI,
SENADCR LLOWE0N: 2L,

various organizations.

Ny

states a chance tc take these

- bt 1. gL — s o -
Seoondly why aldn't fney Tive h=
sz 1f they wantad zhen? In our own case in Dwight, Tllinois,

3 i = [ S = 2 - - 2 1 1, F. - v
We cciulid uge et Yo rveiosliad ohlliren in thoe state and we
nad Ac Ccnance UT o8l LT,
MRLOIRCCHE tendtoc . e Loor long steory and I

m afoard we naya oo i =T mern T oy omny 3 t"]o?‘-"-""'h'l‘: n AT Sorry

moa ZOWR naa L 2Ll re LT NeIGashiy . 1

R ST - - e ey L= B T I R T S =~ f]"‘f aK oM

LAY L BARNRE P el o LLOT T nAme L uo . Laan ¥
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very much, Senator Dirksen, for being wikh uz, We will he

[a]
9]
it

back with an announcement for you in 3just a minuta. Fi
this message.

{(Announcemeni)

THE IMMNCUNCER: For a printe! copy of today’s interview

send ten cents ipn ceir ard a stamped, celfi-addresssd envelope

to Merkle Prezs, 8¢¢ Chanpning Street, YMortheast, Washington,

1.

€ on MEET TIHE PRESS will

or

MR, BROCGES: Newxt week our gue

g

be another headlire figure in the news. 1ow thisz is Ned
Brcoks zaying gocdbye for Senator Everastt Dirksen and

MEET THE PRESD,



