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ANNL.TH: INWPLEYS LA R - with pwight cooka,

This week >“rasident 7Truman in his annusl budget massage asked
congress Tor 85,4 billion to run the Sovernment in the cominyg fiscal year.
.eactlon was sharp on (Capitol Hill, all of whlch provoked the question in
the min¢s of the people: will guniress approve the “resldent’'s budget?

7o discuss tie question, %¥r. cooks has lavited two laglslators who heve on
axtensive background in the problems of Government gpending - ‘enator Burnety
7. d8ybank, emocrat of South Curolina, chairman_uf the Senate 3mnkin; and
currency committee and member of the Appropriations gommittee; and Cenatop
wverett 1. pDlrksen, Revublican of rllinois, alscv a member of the Banking and
currency committee.

Nyow, by transcription, we take you to the “enante Radio r:allary,
vhere chalrman Cooke is walting to begin the discussion.
C KM a8t Yomkiay Prasldent Trumen sent to conzress hia budget proposals
for the year beyinning next July lat. This budget medsage was spectaculsr in
many ways, and many of them need the same word - '"biggesat". It was the blggest
peacetime budget ever oronocsed, calling for the bigzeat expendlture, eighty-five
and a nalf billion dollars, snticipating the bigzeat recelpta from taxes,
seventy-ocne blllion dollars, and foreaeeing the biggest peacetime deficit,
fourteen and a half bil.ion dollars. And even these heavy fiures, the "r=ai-
dent exphasized, were based upcn two falrly ocptimistic sssumptiona. -'ne, that
there would be no war and, tweo, that tnere will be a truce in Iorea. All taese
things beling o, Senstor Aybank, are you ia favor of Cungress passing that
budget as submltted?
VAYBANK: It 1s =y opinion that the budpet mhould be reducad to a certain
extent., AsSs to how far we gshould go would be a matter for thase in the Congress

to decide aftar full hearings on the various appropriations billa that, a8 jyou
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say, total ovar elghty bllllion dollars.
G K™ snd there are hundreds of pages of submltted figures to be xone
tihru and «..
NAYBANL: That is corrsct. And 1t's my opinlon that there will be defl-
clency bllls of conelderable 8iza sent up, particularly for atcmic anergy.
FRVLY; ook ¥ell, with the actual budget that we now have proposed, Senator
daybank, 1n order %o cut much ocut of it you would have t¢ go inte one kind
or another of the military expendlitures proposed, waoulda't yout un't they
amount to moet of the budget?
MAYBANK: Mr. gooke, youtre absolutely right, The wmilitary appropriations,
thet ia, for paat wara and for preparation of the country today amocunts to
seventy~-two end a half blllion of the total amount. If you cut the rest ten
per cent, yourd conly cut a blllion, too. They should be cut, of course, the
other expenditures, to 2 ocertain extent, but you tcould not balance the budget
alone by cutting them only.
C UK All right, then, Senator ‘irksan, what'a your polnt of viaw on
this, in cuts avallable and possible?
LIRZSTNS »ell, HMr. Cooke, 88 8 preslimlnary, firat lat me say aow grateful
I am for the chance tc appear on this orogrem with my old friend and my cheir-
man, Senator Maybank, whom I esteem as an affable and very able member of the
‘enate. Secondly, let me say, so that your llstensrs may be clear, that 1if
they have some rather elusive nctlion about the budget that the very word comes
from an ovld Sreneh word meaning purse. S0 when wa talk about the aastional
budget, we mean the national purse - what goes into 1t, meaning taxes, what
comes out oé: meaning the spendling that la authorlized by Congress. :so they
should have an ilnterest in this natiomal budget, for the thing we're taliing
about this acorning 13 a book the size of an unexpurgated sdition of cears
Ruebuck's catelogue, wlth a thousand pages ial t, which 1s nothing more than
a blueprint of what we'pe going to spend and what we're golng to extricate

from the neoplet!s gockets. And 80, Just to round out the conclusion, I sald
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wnimsically the other day that wa're getbting so now that we can run the coun-
iry almoat &s cheaply in time of peace as we do in time of war, with an 35-bil-
livn=dollar budget. And I honestly belleve, from long experience on the ijoune
Acorepriatione Committes, that the axe can go in deep, the axe must zo in deap,
and that billicns of dollars are golng to have to be taken out of that budget
tc bring 1t more nearly in llne with the revenue, because a defloit will be
nlgnly inflationary and fall with great weight upcn our pesovle.
CuuKT™ v @ll, now, let's see, then, sentlemen, where thls axe could be
swung without bleeding the budget and the country. a8 Senator Yaybank polnted
out & minute mgo, Senator Dirkaen, muat of the noney isa pgoing to be spent for
milltary appropriations. Are you in favor of awinging the axe a bit on the
rentagon?
DIRKSTN: I eam, very dofinitely, because I think that our military aservicea
today, on the basis of dlsclosures by Senstor Johnson's subcommlttee of the
appropriations caomittees and the ~bert committes of the House, 1ndicate tﬁa
waste and the extravagance in military appropriations, and desp cuts can be
made without lmpairing the efficasy of our military effort.
HAYBANKS “ell, iire. Coolte, let me express my de~p appreclation also at
belng here with you and with my good friemd Senmtor i:irksen. It is my opinlon
that the mllitary can be out some, but I don't think that the waste and extra-
vaganée would be aufflclent encugh to balance the budgat if we cut 1t sll out.
tnd I hope and pray we will out it all ovut. and I do think Senator Jobnson's
subcomnittee of Armed cCervices 1s doing a good job.
£OE™s ‘ell, now, i8 1t posalible this early in the deay of surveys of the
budxet to suggest any possible figure of cut® in the mllitary alde? pid you
have any figure ln mind, genator pirksen?
ULARS TN I have no definlte flgure in wmind. I have seen scme estimated
figures by diffsrent members ¢f the Housle and c-enate. 1(:t:)a figure the other
day by Senator Seorge. AM & matter of fact, I think we can Jrobably exceed

that figure. And 28 I do 80, thers is in my mind a cumilative esatimate that
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08, {irst of all, lat me asay, to the ~orelgn jld °rogrami sacondly, to the
nilltary program; third, of course, to the gensral program of sxpenses for
the c<peratlon of Goverament, and then for socme of the new items that are pro-
nwsed. I 8ee 339 million far ¢ivil defense. I'm not awept away by the extrems
and passlonatve language thet was omployed in the ntate of the Union messajge.
I sea thesre are sundry hundreds of mlllions now for Ald to mducation, and,
just drawing on recollectlion here, a good many liems. snd I knew, of ccurse,
that the sumilative total dosanfi reach what gou hops, but a8t least 1t will be
vary, very substantisl snd will runs into billlons of dollars,
HAYBANK: wall, ¥re. Cooke, I merely want to say tals, that it would be impos-
sible, 28 I see 1t, to ralse taxes and J don't tﬁink they should be raised,
and therefore we're golni to have to cut and perticularly welres gsolng tc have
to cut foreign ald. 1It'd be my judgment that the Foreign Ald srogram will be
cut substantially; that ias, we cantt afford to spend ten biliion dollars on
foreiign ald and keep running up & deflcit, devaluating our mcney and losing
our prestige in the economic world, which 1s so essentlal in this bitter
struzzile with Communists at this time.
CUuKme 'zell, then you think, Sensator Maybanlk, that in the milltary the
likellisst biggest ecut would be in this farelgn slid suggestion of Zemiast "resi-
dent Trument's of 310,800,000,000%
MAYBANK: I do think that - and T think further than this. As far a8 I'™m
concerned -- and I think the Senater feels 2s I do, because we'!re both on the
saaking and currecy committee and we inow the dreadful shortage of steel,
aluminum, eopper and othar critical materials that have stymled business develop-
msnt and stoppsd many manufacturers from expanding -= I'm not going to vote for
any money unless I'm certain that that money ean bs used ... that there 1s
avallable for that money the strategic material that ls necessary. Therets no
use to vote for a lot of money to buy things that you can't buy.
CuOR?s: ~@ll, now, therets scmething like fourteen billion for new pnlanes,

wmhich consumes a lot of thoss materials, and [ notice that scme of this matarial
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nas just been 8hifted beck to civilian production in petroit. poes that mean,
~anator, that you would like to pull down about twenty blllion that the Alr
rorce 1a golng to get?
AhTBANK: N0, [ didn't sugsest that, but [ Just want to make certain that
there ia sufficient strateglo materials for the mcney that we approgpriate;
and, naturally, we're wolng to have to Bupply the civilians with edume critical
mtarials because we canngt stop the industry of this country and make tne
wheels all stop, when thsy are the uvnes who pay the taxes and pay the blllions
that the armed services are going to use,
DIRKS=N: Mr. CoOke, TI'd like to say aomething_that may be of particular
interest to the folks who do us the honor to listen today. Tirst, ['!'ve CQbser-
ved fenator iaybenk on the Senate floor many times slince I've been here, and T
know ths Zimiik fidellty apnd devotion that he brings to thls business of trylng
to sconomize, kXnowing the burden that falls upon the taxgger. He 13 on the
“snate Agpropriations Cammittee snd I'm sure he has thouyht of this a namber
of times, I think T extracted from Senator ('}ehoney last /ctober or scme time
last year the admisasion on the Senate floor that the Senate Appropriastions com-
mittee was armed with only one man who ®was trylng to famfliaerizs himself with
the military budget. It 1s an inedequate approach to the thing, and I have
suggested time and tinme again, Cchaireas cught to apend millions upon itself and
Securs cereer men who are expert in ths field and they uust live in thess de-~
sartmants and agencies, and then when those who ask for the money and who will
also svend the muney ¢ome befors the committe~ and meke thelr ocase, here at
least you've got a prosscuting witness in your corner l:::;;ramiliar with 1t
and say "ask him this, zsk him that", and then, finelly, you set the whole
atory.
CuLuK=se {fou mean, ln effect, Senator rirksen, special lnvestigators for
the key commlttees, who will go into sll the exacutive departments and search
out what the mcney 1a srocosed for, how they would aspend it, and come tack to

report to jou, the cummittac-members?
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DIRKE RN Tadaed B0, And itts not & casa of belng down there in the a:ancy
for a munth or two months. Theyt've ot to be there the year 'round, and
they've got %o be sen of capacity, Bo well pald that they'll reslst the
blandlshmenta of the departmentas, and then youive got scmwsbody in your corner
wno roally 4now:s ang wao's been rhru tha lesson book. And 1f we were to do
thet, [ talak we could come pretty cluse to zetting this whole budget in iine
1n fiscal 1952.
TAYBANRS ~@ll, Xre Cooke, as a momber of the sSubcommittee on military apusro-
priatione, I want to thoroly agree with the distingulsned ‘enator from Illi-
nols. %e do lack informetion and we do not have someons on the Job all the
time, and I don't know how the Senator faecls abé&t 1t, but [ think 1t's {fapr
more important for the Aupropriations cammittes, where all the muney is sopent
and vwhere all the money 18 approprlated, to be more of a watchdog commlttae
than scome of the investigating commlttaesa, »ho can only iavestigate. After all,
i1t's the A propriations Commlttee that appropriates the money and, after all,
we should have scmeone 1In thase departments all the day and at all times.
DIRESTNG ¥r. gocke, [ agrea thoroly with Senator Mayhank, and it hes Dbeen
one of the distressing things in my life. 1t wouldn't be too much forcongress
to spend five mililion dollars for a career ataff and particularly with refer~
snce to the Aporopriations Committes, because that is where the munay is {inal-
1y committed. There 1ls & ratification ceremony usually on the Senate flicor,
sometimes we 20 in for a little cheese paring and take cut a little here and
a little thers, but at least the membere of that ocommittee have had the bene-
fit of the testimony, and © speak from lonz axperience on the House Aupropria-
ticns Committes. So If that could be dene, why, certalnly we could >ut the
axe in and jut it in deep and we would have the satisfactlion of knowing thnat
it's not a meat-axe technique that you bring to this job but you do & scalpel
Jobe There is a fine deftness about it when you're squipped with the necen-
sary faets. And my friend ~enator Mmybsnk inows full well that we're in a

Very dlstresasing nosition, when you sit on one side of the committee; thay
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say, "we want a billllon for this"j; all right, ientlemen, Jjuatify it; and how
can you 0 well behind their testimony unlaess you've got the facts on which
to oradicate a conflicting view?
SLOK T ell, I'm & 1ittle balf{led here, Decauss you two ientlemen are well-
nown members of your own party and aoct without power 1ln each of your parties)
you both balisve this should bes far the yo0od of the ccuniry snd should be donej
what's the log-jem? +hy hasn't 1t already been done?
MAYBANK: well, ire. Cooke, I can only say thls that, as the -“enator says,
we confirm these sppropriatlion reports -- when I s&y confirm thea, I mean the
Senate pssses them, usually with some minor cut or some meat-axe jobj that
should not be ~- and, 83 the Senator ao ably stated, we nave the nhearings,
¥r. Cooke, but we don't follcw up the hearings sand we should heve the staff to
follow up the hearings. The Senator remembers well, last ymar when he intro-
dused an amendmesnt to cut the appropriation to foreign aid £ scme Tive hundred
million dollars, I recall that I supported the Senetor, asven tho © was 2 member
or the Appropriatlions Committee.
COUR™3 put why haven't you got those Invaeatigators? Why can't you zet
them? %hat's involved here?
DIRKSWN: %8ll, permit me to make a little comment on 1t. [ endeavoraed cover
& period of flve years, winen I was dusy on the legislative budiget over on the
douss side and served on the jolant committee with six very distinguished Sena-
tors, when T was & humble member of the Congress, trying, of sourse, %o et
that idea over. Wwell, in part you have & bilt of the political factor; secondly,
you have a timldity In Congress today that should not dbe. Thay're afreid when
they go home that the conatituents will zet in thelr hair and umse an axe on
them because thej’'ve svent a little mcney on themsslves. I1've never had any
difficulty defending that viewpoint before the pecple in ay old constituency,
gar do ;1:onbi that Itd have diffisculty in defending it befcrs the people of

Illineis, for 1f you ean 8how them that for & substantial sum spent on investi-

gatory sarvices you'll save twenty, thirty, forty tlmes that cutlay and maybe
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mure., That certainly would recommend itself to the business sense and to the
agonomy complex of our people. iAnd I'm sure Sensator Maybank shares that view-
polnt.
MAYBANK: #re (ooke, the .enator is right. The (ongress denless themselves
everythling and appropriates everythlng for agencles. There is a timidlity, such
a8 was the co2de last year in the rasolution, I think, proposed by Semator 4e¢
(‘lellen, which, by the way, I understand will be called up this yser shortly
after the statehcod bllls are over, in whlch he proposes to set up 2 Jolat com-
mittes to do similsrly to what Senator Dirksen spoke about. iie had a lung
meating in the Appropriations committee on Tuesdﬁy to discuss thls rasclution,
arxxl IT'm certaln and hopeful that 1%t will passa. But there has been this fear
that we spend too much money on Ccongress - and it a an unjustifled (ear.
CGOK™s serhaps we coan sntlcipate a yaybank-ylirksen ressclution, if neces-
sary, to help glve you that ...

{(SPYAK SIHULTARTWSLY}

TAYBANK: Yos, I'm going to support the resolution that's aow before the
Senate, that the Senstor's well famlllar withj; 1t was introduced last jear.
DIRK3ITN: Now, Mre (OCKe, since welrs off the budget beam Just a mcment, [
think In addition to that suggestion, in which I concur heartily with zenator
y¥aybanik, that the ... the Committee on rxpenditures, of course, 18 ecoatinuing
ita h.lriz'lgl on the recommendations of thes Hoover commission. I've said on
occagion that I thought probably those reccmmendations were one of the most
constructive sisces of work that had been done in washington In the last fifty
Joara. (ne weakneis parhapa in the whole setup was that some particular person
was not armed with authority in the "xacutive Branch to beat the administrators
over the head ——and [ mean to Peat them over the aead -« 1ncluding members of
the Cablinet, ln order to sescurs the adoption of some of those recommandstions.

ror, 1T they ares finally artloulated and we get greater efficlency, & better

wark disposition in all exeeutive branches, [ feel reasonably confident that

the eatimate of the commisalion in the [lrat inatance that savings aggregating
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as much as three bllllon dollars can finslly be effected, or just as scon as
the thing 1s in oparstion and working smoothly. So we ought to take countenane
of that factor also,
SAYBANKS %ell, I'm certain that thls year we will probably cut the budget
in the neighborhood of three billion dollars. But there's another great troubl
that the (Congzress 1s up against, as the “enator well knows, Yr., {coke, and that
ls this - the sverybody wants econoumy except for themselves, The advocates of
the school program want economy elaewhere from the schools, the advocates of
the hospltal programs want econcmy other than the hospitals, and so on it joes,
and the pressure iroups cn the Congress are really terrific. T think on the
whole that Cconzress with all that it has to cuntghd with doe® a2 pretty good
Job.
C OK= s “ell, are you aaylng, Senator Maybank, then, that you anticlipate
not more than approximately three to four bllllon dollars cut out of this
alghty-five and a half billion, in other words, we'll still have over alzhty
billion dollars in the budge$ when the Senate and House flnishes with it?
JAYBANK: In oy judgment the cuts will ba over three bllllen dollars, 1 said
"at least thraee billion dollera”, Now, as %o how mach farther they o will
depend largely, in my opinion, on the critical materials that are available.
For instance, the highways - Mr, Meronald testified the other day he could not
goet the steel; there!s no use to appropriaste & great deal of money for the
highways unless they're going %o be abla ta yet the mteal. A grsat project in
see(unintellizible) chlo, as the Senator well imows, hes been held up for the
lack of steel, There!'s no use to make these approprictiocns unless you have the
materials, And, in my Judgment, a lot of worthy projects, such as that project
to get the pecple to and from work in tha big industriel areas of chicego and
petroit, warthy as it may be, has been held up for lack of matsrials, and there'i

no use to appropriate this mcney when you can't turn the money into the bridges

and into the highways and into the hospitals that the pedple need,

CLOK™S Well, one other gquestion thare, Senator <fayo&nk, while I'm asking
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jou. [0 you faresee any possibility of cutting up to fourteen bililon dollars,
so that we would hove no deficit? 10 you thlnk that's in the realm of pro-
bablility or possiblllty?
AN GANK2 wall, T would like to Bsee 1t. pBut, Mre. gouoke, you want my [rank
oplnlen - I doubt it.
CUuKTs cenator nirksen?
DIRKI TN Firat, let me 8ay before | get to that question, I don't want to
lose aight of one Buguedtion that cSenator “aybank made which [ think ls both
timely and vary fruitful and cught to be directed to the pecile who are llsten~
ing tals mcrning. This is, after all, & concertved effort that requires 2 zreat
degree of socperation on the part of the people of the ccountry. ow, il we're
preasurad into & lot of things and the spirit is willlng but the fissh becomes
wenk, obviocusly your budget figures go up. S0 those thinga that are dispensable
things, we've gat to do withouts But T'm not insensible of the fact that over
the years, a atates, 8 congregsional district will put a good deal of pressure
on theilr representative down here and we've got to resist that the bast me know
how,

mi ght

MAYBANK: I smx/add this - and I think the “enmtort!ll agree with ma - the
state governmants of the ynited States are so much better off financlally taan
the National Government 1a ltaeslf that a ict of this state aid could be trans-
ferred back to t he statea in many instances,
DIRKSTN: That's quite trus., NOW, the second thing you have to keep in mind
always is this; Jt's easy to be holst by yjour owm veterd, as they ssy, and
suddenly you embrace & cunoclusion and & whole nsv string of events cumes trotting
out of history's cornucopisa and we dontt unow what to do with Lt, fet's asasume,
for instange, that there's fallure in Korea; let's sasums we start in for a blg
push ocut thers; well, Wwe know very well, then, that neerly every conclusion
you've ambraced just simply goes ovarboard, And until me can see more clearly
and thls thing xk takes a turn one way or another, everything we say 1s just a

little fluld and sveculative, pPut I'm still hopeful that by using the scalpel
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daftly but flrmly that we can make a fer mores subataantlial cut in the budaet
estimates than has besn Buggested. ‘+hether we can get up to fourtesn billion,
[ do nut know. [ doubt it, as a matter of fact. I rather share ‘anator ay-
bankis viewpolnt on that.
G O™y aaything that you have in mind, “snator pirksen, aa an apprcoximate
T{gure? T know it's too early to et anything definlite, but ...
GLIKSTNG vwell, speaking for myself, [ thlnk I shall pursue maybs an 1lnde=~
finite objective but somewhere arocund aeven cr eight billion dollars, I aope.
Redausde Ttive been home, and 8o have other Tenators and Congrafsmen. Thay've
been hearing from the pecple. They begin to understand now what this tax
burden doas to the splrit of risk and to the eleﬁant of human inemntive, which
is, after all, the mainspring of the country. Anc when you cut cut the heart
of & fellow's thruet and goel, whan he wants to do something, sstablliah 8 new
little olant, engage in a new venture, and he says, "“well, ir. Whiskera, inr,
jnele Sem 18 golng to take it all anyway,” 1t juat takes the very Llfe out of
the effort, aAnd 20 we are confronted xith one of the most sericus responsi-
bllities we sver had, &and 1 make B0 boid as to say that the spending, taxing
1issue today 1s probably right up in the forefront a8 cne of the great challenges
before the eocuntry.
CuiKns %ell, then, Senatcr Dirksen and Senetor Yaybank, youtve both expresa-
ed the suspicion, at least, that no matter how deftly and how deeply cutting
instruments gzo ln the budgat, youtre not going to be abls %o balance it, Doos
that mean, then, that you are in favor of new taxes or more deflcit?
MAYRANK: fr, Cookte, of course, I sxpressmi that opinion on the basls of
the world of today. Aaything can happen in {orea before the congrsas rscesses
next summer. No one knows what will happen in April and May. But today I
would think there would be no new taxas and we would have a small deflecit,
UIRKS™N: ~all, my position and my viewpolnt is very simple and very cleser,
rirsat, I want to £ see what we can do; .ow deep the knife can 3o in or how

far we can discount 38 rather extreme languags thet usually sccompanies & budgs?
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mnasf8ge, and then, when wetve come down t0 8 regidual eonclusion, what 1s the
maxinum we ERR couldggn that field, what i8 the wmaximum revenue, thne maximum
take of the (Government, then youtre coufraonted with a conclusion; then the
question ia: what do you do? Iio you write it on asa & deficit, which is mnanie-
restly inflaetionary in lts effect, or do you #ay, "well, sorry, thatts the
best we cap do, 80 oOme now with more taxes." That's golng to be & very un-
happy result for the country. But I want to exhaust every poselbllity, large
and small, before I get around to that conclusion.
MAYBANK:? #re Cooke, I certainly intend, as & member of the Appropriatians
committee, to e xhsust every reasonkble mesns or"i'sdueing the budget, and I
acpreciate, a8 you do and as Senator Dirksen, that it's a funny situstion in
America to have & control zo control inflation and then turn 1t around and
oreate a defiecit to increase inflation. There!s nothing worse than deficit
spending, theret!s nothing worse than inflation, there's nothing worae than to
continue in devaluatlon of the dollar. It's even worse tnan the terrible taxes
that are taken from the padple’'s pocketa.
C OUKE: So we're all faced with a choice of unhappy paths, rather than any
optimistic, eheerful path which 18 nice and clear, where we can clean everythin
Uup «
MAYBANK: Nell, Mr. Ccooke, I'd say, with the world situation as it 1is today
in the (rient and as 1t is in the Middle waat, 1t's not a very bright prospect.
DIRAS®N; Now, Mr. Cooke, we s8tlll have a little time, and i want to make one
or two other observationa, (ver the years, as my good friend Senator iaybank
80 well knows, we have authoriged what suphémiastically we call permanent and
indefinite mnoropriations., You authorize a continulng apprcopriation yeer after
year that beccomes almost autometic, I% may be a grant of aid to a state; 1t
may be i1n the flield of vogational education or agricultural edwcatlon; cohy, the
1ist 13 fairly legion., And thoss are on the books., Vou have no chance to

survey them, because they're automatic. A8 ‘enstor 3yrd sald not too long ago,
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nsarly two=thirds of our budget has gotten into & position where it's hardly
sub ject to mannual review anymore. iJow, I know the tremendous job it would be
to £0 back and comb thru all that authorization leglalation. pgut the fact of
the matter 18, 1t would be a very fellicltoua thing for the country 1f we went
oack and rizigied a lot of it a{ least and then atvarted all over again and
reaparaised these needs and the relationship batween the federal Government and
the various etates and than saw what we could do. We could save aome money in
that fleld.
CudK=s In an elaction year, Senator Dirksen?t
DIRKS™N: Definitely so. You cannot let an election year atand in the way.
yow, Ttm just as politically aensitive, I think, as nearly anybody, aad coming
from a state lika Illinola I ought tc be, But that shouldn't stand in the way,
because this tima 1t's not the dastiny of a political party with wpnlch wertras
concerned, it 1s the destiny and the f£xEXx fate of a republic. and If the seopl¢
are nct fully sensitive of how important it 1a, 1tt'a cur responsibility then
£t0 bring that message to them and dramatize it the best we know now.
MATBANK: Wwell, M¥r. cooke, I must agres that the authorization bills ars
quite unreascnable at times. J've voted ayainst somes of them, voted for some
of them, But mk Iin the cld &ays, when you had your authorization and appro-
pristion simultanecusly, as the Senator well remembers, we wera much more eco=
acmical. pBacauss Iif a;y of those authorisation bills was the astual amount of
meney, instead of gueaswork, on many xx oceaslons sany of them, in =y judgment,
would never have passed,
DIRKS™HN: I agres with 3enator Waybank. ind that's all the more reason why
we should have & staff, wa should eomb thru all thase permanent and indeflnite
appropriations, which are, after all, commitments that we cannot survey and
one sits there llke a bump on & log and says, *well, we can do nothling sbout
that." So they nead anpralsal to do it.

HAYBANK: e committee authorizes expendituraes on smmething, then, later an,

they come to the sppropriations Ccommlittes for the mcney. e heve no cholce
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axcept appropriate the mcney for which aome other committee had previously
made a tremendous authorization. and that's one of the things thaet should be,
in ay jidgment, carefully studied, with the alm that we would at least, when

we onss the authorization bill, know the axact cost of what that autherlzation
p1ll meant and not weit until it i;ats before the Appropriations Committee and
thare’'s llttle wa can do about a law of Congreas.

DIRKST N That's correct.
COUK™ would it be practical, Senator aybank, to attempt Lo have some
kind of a jolnt committee arrangemesnt, where it's all done at one fell swoop,
by oﬁa gonmuittee? )

MAYBANK: I have thought about that. 7T have no bill Iin mind, but 1t would
be far bettar. It could not all be done by one committee, but Lt could be done
by the ruthorization Committee and jpppropriation committese slmultensously.
Something of that kind might be able to be worked out.

DIRKSWN: Jyow T want to make one other suggesation. It runs in my mind that
in a pericd of twelve years that [ 've aerved on the Appropriations commlittes

of the House that we had only a single session with the Mays and Means om—
mittees, which 18 empowered with jurisdietion over ravenues. low, it seems rather
strangs that two of the most important camittees in the House of Hepresenta=-
tives, vhere revenue lagislation originates, have not taken the irouble to scme=-
how articulate and integrate thelr joba. uine is the Spending committee, the
other 1s the Taxing Caommlttes. and there cugh to be more frequent occasiona
When they get together sand survey what one is golng to do and what the other's
going to do to harmonize the ultimate result. Same thing oculd be done on the
Sfenate side and then in addition thereto there certainly ocught to be more fre-
Guent confasrences between the appropriate %pending and Texing omlittees of the
both bodies, because, it seems to me, only then will we have a better and more
tangible idea of what we're trjying to do and certalnly developing a bhalancad
budgat at every stage of the proceading.

MAYBANK: +ell, Mr, Cooke, ['ve been on the jppproprlations committee since
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{ came here in 1941, and I cantt reeall that we had any meeting with the
tinance committeas, but we did hava some meeatings, for instance, with the
rorelgn Relatione commlttee, who, a8 the Senstor well knows, passes these
authorizations for yarshall >lan, T(A, and varlous other forelyn authoriza-
tione. well, we've had some meetings with them at times, but we naven't gotten
very far with it. ind the same thing is8 true cf the cther committess of (on-
zress who pass these authorizations, vote for various thinga without consulta-
tion with Appropriations committee and, of course, they shouldn't under our
rules and laws consult with the Appropriation Comittee, /e have nc law that
way. pPut 1f there could be same jolnt nrrangomeqt woarked out, 1t certainly,
to the best of my judagment, could do nc harm.
CuOK=: So you feel, gentlemen, that you cannot foresee a budget probably
cut down 3o theret!s no deflolt whatsoever. You do not foresese new taxas,
You do foresee, howaver, many ways in which the machinary of yjour examination
and serutiny of bllls befors you could be improved 80 that you could then cut
them in the mcst efficlent manner and save us money ln the process.
MAYBA K1 And [ might say, ¥Mr. cooke, that, 1n my Judgment, they will be cut
and cut as much A3 we possibly can.
DIRKSEN: 1f there's any diffarence betwesn Senator Maybenk and [ itt*s only
one of dimension. We both favor ecanomxy, but the question 1s how much cean wa
reduce this ...
MAYBANK: How can we do 1t?
CuvlKms And I think both of you show, .entlemen, your dimension as experts
in this field of saonomy and the budget. 7ou both menticned foreign ald ang
the posaiblﬂ cuts Iin the foreigyn ald suggestion of resident Trumants of
10,800,009?my0ul11 be interested to know that on ths *>T.PLE'S SLATF: KM next
wesk at this sane %lme your distingulshed colleagues Senator ~llender snd Sena-

tor Saltonstall will taike up very specifically the foreign ald suggestione -

how, where, and if they should be cut. I think, if you have a chance from your

od
meny duties, you might be intersstimg 10 Rearlng them,
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DIRKSEN: Thank you, ir. Cooke.
MAYBANK: e will, hire Cooke. Thank you 80 much far belng with you.
C UK s Thank you very much for Jolnlng me on the PROPLT'S SIATF(RM today.
ANNCTHS From the “enate Redlo gallery in the natlionts capital, PROPLE'S
JLATFURM has brought you transcribed a discuasslon of the question: w®Will
congress approve the resldent's budget., Jolalng ;wight Cooke on the broad-
cast were Senator =zverett ¥, Dirksen, Republlican of Illinois, and renator
Burnett g. Maybank, lemocrat of South carolina.

Next weely, PROPLE!'S PLATFUKK will examine the question; How much

UeSe ald for Western wurops now?

PWOPLE'S PLATFRM 18 & regular presentation of the ¢B: Radio pepart-
ment of public Affaira,
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