
PLEASE CREDIT ANY QUOTES OR EXCERPTS P i O M  THIS ABC RADIO 
AND TELEVISION P R D G W  TO "ABC'S ISSiJ:%S ARID ANSWERS. " - 

I S S U E S  A N D  A N S W E R S  .- -- 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4 4, 19 6 8 

WEST : SENATOR EVERETT PI. DIRKSEN IR.  I l l .)  - 
ZNTERVIEWED 31 : 

Frank Reynolds, AB.2 White IIous-; Co.rrespondent 

Bob C la rk ,  iU3C Cspi twl  I I i l l  Correspondent. 

MR. REiNOLOS: S e n a t o r  Di rksen ,  ysu  have been a c o n s i s t e n  

s u p p o r t e r  of  t h e  P r e s i d e n t "  broad o b j z c t i v e s  i n  Vietnam. 

Iiave t h e  e v e n t s  in t h e  p a s t  week and t q e  c u r r e n t  communist 

o f f e n s i v e  there caused you t o  chanqe y3cr view and do you 

agree  with. the P r e s i d e n t  t h a c  t h e  commlnlst o f f e n s i v e  i n  

m i l i t a r y  terns h a s  been a complete f a i l n r e ?  

SENATOR DInXSZN: W e l l ,  l e t ' s  s e p l r a t e  t h e  ques t ion .  

Pirst of a l l ,  I have n o t  fo rsakan  t h e  ' r e s i d e n t ' s  p o s i t i o n  

i n  r e s p e c t  t o  North Vietnam -- North Korea. o r  wi th  r e s p e c t  

Lo Soutk Vietnanr. Lz t  ' s  look a t  t h a t  <.arean p i c t u r e  

fa r  jus t  a m o m e n t .  IIere w e r e  such d ~ l i z a - l e  q u e s t i o n s  as 



/I Did i t  have m y  business ou t  the re?  

I 
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-, Did the Skipper do q u i t e  t h e  r i g k t  th ing?  Did k6e g e t  

whether o r  no t  t he  FTJEBLO was i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  -dsters ,  
It 
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; 1 a p i c t i r e  of t h a t  kind. And then when you g e t  it a l l  together .  - 
9 I/ asraning t h a t  you bre r i g h t ,  and you had a r i g h t  t o  be  t he r e ,  

h i s  quipmerit overboard and g e t  it destroyed i n  t i m e ?  Oh, 

the re  are a l o t  of d e l i c a t e  ques t ions .  Were there p a t r o l  

, boats in, add i t ion  to t h e  sub-chaser? Were t he r e  any 
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NIGs overhead? You see, those  are t he  imponderables i n  
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what do you do about it? Zs t?%re a way o f  applying diplomati  

persuasion? Can you apply moral persuasion? Does it require 

force? Each one i s  a ques t ion  t h a t  calls  f o r  a separa te  

'1 answrx and those answers a r e  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  a t  times. 13 
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MR= REYIJOLDS: Sn the  event  it i s  somehow determined t h a t  ' 

perhaps t he  s h i p  dit! v i o l a t e  North Korean t e r r i t o r i a l  wa te r s ,  
j 

would i t  bother  you i f  the  United S ates d id  make an apology? 
1 

SENATOR DIRKSGN:  Well, i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace  I would never I 
concede and 1 d o n ' t  concede, on t h e  b a s i s  of whst I know, t h a t  i I 

I 

t h e  ship was i n  t e r r i t o r i a l  waters ,  W e  had a s e s s ion  a f t e r  ! 

t h a t  happened. I maae a statement on t he  f l o o r  of t he  Senate.  
i 

I tinink I am f r e e  t o  say t h a t  I c&l.ed r?p t h e  Pres iden t  
I 
I 

before  I made t h a t  statement.  I have been i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  with 

t h e  f l u  bug, hu t  I was very d iscresaed watching a l l  t he  j 
newscasts, reading everything t h ~ t  came i n  I c a l l e d  him up. 

I read him one o r  two paragraphs of t h e  s tatement .  B e  s a i d ,  ! 

"Thai: ' s q u i t e  touqh . ,' 
- 

- - -  - t 
I sa id ,  "I meant it t o  be ,"  i 

I 
I s a id ;  "Maybe you c a n ' t  say itr but  I can say it." 

Ncw, s ince  t h a t  t i m e ,  w e  had q u i t e  a long sess ion  with the 

Pres ident  and h i s  l eaders ,  and when I say "we," I mean my i 

colleague,  J e r r y  Ford, t he  House EZinority Leader. A Toe of 
"I 
i 
i 

t h i ix j s  were supplied a t  the  kine,  and t h a t  go t  t o  be a two- 1 
1 

hour conference before we go t  through. So I began t o  see 1 

c l e a r l y  exac t ly  what t he  2roblem was, whether or no t  w e  w e r e  
i 
I 

i n  an i a d e f e n s i l l e  pos i t ion .  I don ' t  tkinlr w e  were, and t h a t  1 
1 

i s  why I am always a l i t t l e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  ever  apologize f o r  I 

our ac t ions  o r  t he  ac t ions  of those who have taken t h e i r  

instruments from the  hierarchy of t h i s  country. 



ElP.. CL?.%: Well, S e n a t o r ,  you used some ve ry  s t r o n g  

language i n  t h a t  statemert. 

SENATOR DLRKSCN : So i did.  i 
MR. CLARK: You used t h e  word " appease"  and you warned 

a g a i n s t  t r y i n g  t o  appease t h e  Communis-:s ir. t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  Eo I 
you t h i n k  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  d e l a y ,  h i s  a'tempt t o  u s e  d i g l o m a t i c  I 
r;,eans t o  r e s o l v e  t h i s  c r i s i s  amounts t o  appeasement? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: No; f i r s t  of a l Z ,  ycu have g o t  t o  c o n s i c i x  

t h e  i n h e r s n t  d e l a y  i n  a diplomati?!- approact;. i 
Now, of c o u r s e ,  I l i s t e n e d  t o  a l l  t h e  ~ h i n g s  t h a t  were saih 

.,- 
t o  t h e  Uni ted Nat ions  S e c u r i t y  Counci l "  i t  w a s  q u i t e  obvious  

t h a t  we were hoping t h a t  perhaps  t h e  S o v i e t  Union would e n t e r  I 
i n t o  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  knowing t h a t  North Korea i s  c e r t a i n l y  i 
Communist-oriented and h a s  -ng i& dd-sp~ns a l o t  . - 1 

I - -  
I 
i 

of E I G  a i r p l a n e s  manufactured i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union, I 
Now, you have, t o  w a i t  a r ea sonab le  p e r i o d  of t i m e  because  

I 
t hey  have t o  p u t  t h e i r  ducxs i n  a row. So how long s h a l l  you 

w a i t ?  W e l l ,  i t is a f l u i d  a u e s t i o n , t o  s a y  the Least, a s  to  j 
I 

how long :~u  w a i t ,  b u t  you c e r t a i n l y  do  n o t  resort t o  o t h e r  

and ha:sher means when t h a t  o f f e r s  a chance.  

Aria "Laen, secom3ly, i n  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we have had 

one s e s s i o n  -- t h e r e  may have been more -- a t  Panmunjom, what 

w a s  t h e  f r u i t  of  t h a t  s e s s i o n ;  what h a ~ e  they asked f o r ;  what 

t h e  g e n e r s l  premises  t h a t  t h e  North Koreans have sought to  

e s t a b l i s h ,  and how s n a l l  it be answere6? Can they be answered,  
! 



and reasonably so:Vo I don't rush 'chose answers. 

FIR. CLARK: Senator, your views seen to have moderated 

considerably -- 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: NO, no, tncv haven't. 

FIR. CLARK: -- after that second talk with the President. 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Yes. 

MR. CLARK: Well, would you, after waiting this reasonablb 

time, would you use military fors'. if necessary, to bring abo- 

the release of the Pueblo and her crew? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I donlt*ihink one can answer that 

question at this time. You see, one of the purposes of this 

statement -- and I say it very frankly -- was that I was 
thinking about the morale of the troops in Korea and the moral 

- - - - _ 
of the troops in Vietnam. I was thinking also of the prestige 

of the countrya but I was thinking of the fathers and mothers 

and kinfolk of those who are abroad fighting for this country 

at the present time. Once they ever got the idea that you put 

them in uniform and ship them abroad you forget about them.-- 

I didn't want anybody in Vietnam or in Korea to get the idea t 

that all was quiescent and supine in Washington and that We 

didn't think all the way through the piece on this ,matter in 

the hope that we could preserve our prestige and still get bac 

the skipper and our crewmen off the Pueblo. 



5 

PIR. %WOLDS:  S e n a t o r ,  now do we. go about  any u i l i t a r y  

a c t i o n  and s t i l l  &chieve t h e  o b l e c t i v e  o f  g e t t i n g  tnose  u ten  

back? 

SEMATOK DIRKSW: That  i s  the reason L have n o t  p r o j e c t e ,  

myself i n t o  a specu la t io f i  about m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n .  w e  m u  

a t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  happen once be fo re .  I t h i n k  r n  one of r i i s  

p r e s s  con fe rences  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a l l u d e d  t o  t h a t  f a c t .  

MR, NYNOLDS: I n  t h e  case o f  t h e  W-47? 

Sl3MATOH UZRh'SKN:  Yes. And+ou probably were tiiere. 

I t  d i d  ta!c.e q u i t e  a wh i l e  b e f o r e  t h a t  was nego t i a t eu .  
.," 

When  yo^ n e g o t i a t e  w i th  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  it i s  n o t  q u i t e  

s o  e x p e d i t i o u s ,  n o t  q u i t e  s o  ea sy ,  anci it is n o t  q u i t e  

s o  s imple .  And I make a l lowances  f o r  t h o s e  t n ings .  d u t  

I do p r e s s  the p o i n t  t h a t  I t h i n k  we were o z  goou, u e f a n s i u l e  - - -. - - - 

groiunds t h a t  t h e  North Korean a c t i o n  was a b s o l u t e l y  

i nexcus&le  m d  for t h a t  reason  I am very  r e l u c t a n t  t o  e v e r  

give and u t t e r  an apology when no apology is c a l l e d  f o r .  

IIIR. REYNOLDS: S e n a t o r ,  cou ld  w e  come back f o r  d moment 

t o  Vietnam and i n  view o f  what has  happened t n e r e  i n  t~:e 

c u r r e n t  o f f e n s i v e ,  t h e y  s t i l l  hold  p a r t s  a t  Least of some I 

p r o v i n c i a l  towns. Do you ag ree  w i tn  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  wno saicl 

t h a t  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  campaign was a to ta l  f a i l u r e ,  a colnplete 

f a i l u r e ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN:  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  n o t  use t h e  woru " t o t a l "  b 

l e t  k s a y  t h a z  it was a f a i l u r e .  Anu as I analyze tile 



,. &inq from t i m e  t o  time on t h e  ba s i s  of the kiad  of 

infoLxnation t h a t  is ava i l ab l e  t o  me, t h i s  looked li~e 

wmetbiag that had been d i c t a t e d  by c c u l c i L s  of botn 

desperat ion and despai r .  I th ink  you g e t  t h a t  frosti tnt? 

f a c t  thsk es  you look a t  these  cap t ives  znd you g e t  

reports on them -- youngsters,  1 2 ,  13, 1 4  yea rs  o l u  -- what 

would t h a t  probably t r a n s l a t e  t o  t ne  averaye c i t i z e n ,  o r  

t h e  average m i l i t a r y  ~ o m m a d e r ?  Tlltit they  acre runniag out 
P 

of  manpower . 
- Now then when it comes t o  weapons, maybe the same 

tkiing you can get t h e r e ,  namely *:hat s u p p l i e s  are baginnixig 

to run shor t .  So, p u t  it a l l  i n  t he  one th ing,  wasn't  

it Goneral Westmoreland who s a i d  "They a r e  
- - --.- - -- 

going f o r  broke"? Maybe t h a t  i s  t he  expression t h a t  app l ies  

i n  t h i s  case. I t  i s  now o r  never, 

i C :  One of your fe l low Repul>l icas ,  Senator 

Tower, s a i d  t h i s  might be tho dea th  r a t t l e  o f  t he  Vier 

Cong. Do you agree  w i t i n  t h a t ?  

SENATOX 3IRKSEN: WeLL,  J: khink I am inc l ined  t o  go aloncj 

with : ha t  general assesstncmt, beciuse t k . k  was a deadly, 

dangerous w~de r t ak ing  t h a t  they got i n t o ,  and they wouldn't 

d~ it unless  they were despera te .  I can't, imagine t h a t  

they would. 



MR. CLARK: Your fel low Senator  from I l l i n o i s ,  

Charles P e r c y ,  seems t o  t ake  a much more se r ious  view 

than you do of t h e  V i e t  Cong escapades these  p a s t  few clays 

i n  Vietnam, H e  says  t h a t  t h e  Pres iden t  has Leer? misleading 

the  American people about t he  extent: of our  m i l i t a r y  progress  

D o  you th ink t h e r e  is any j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t n i s  

statement? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN:  W e l l ,  it is CLifficult indeeu t o  make - 
a mi l i t a ry  assessment of something Zhzt i s  taking p lace  12,00 

m i L e s  from home, I n  tine f i r s t - p l a c e ,  I am not  a m i l i t a r y  man 

In t h e  second p l a c e ,  I have n o t  been ou t  t he r e  i n  a great  

many years ,  although I was t h e r e ,  even i n  dor th  Vietnan, 

smaw before Dienbienphu f e l l .  That i s  when the  Frencn 
- - -  -- - 

f i n a l l y  caved i n .  So who s h a l l  say whether w e  have en0u.h 

t roops,  whether t he  deployment of our  t roops  is  very proper,  

whether w e  a r e  adequately weaponed. Unt i l  I see i n  u e t a i l .  

those repor t s ,  then I could b e t t e r  t e l l ,  I t h i n k .  

.MR. REYNOLDS: W e l l ,  Senator ,  does i t  no t  give  you pause 

t h a t  they w e r e  able t o  mount t h i s  kind of a ccordimced 

offens ive  t h a t  had obviously been planned i n  advance, acd 

they were able  t o  humil ia te  t h e  Unitea S t a t e s  i n  some measure 

by a t  least occupying p a r t  of t he  Embassy ground the re?  



SENATOR DIRKSEN: Frank,  it does ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  an 

offset : . ing f a c t o r  t h e r e .  Yaving watched people  nove i n  

those  c o u n t r i e s  l ik - l  V i e t i l a m ,  or1 f s o t ,  on S i c y - l e s ,  i n  motor 

lorrfes, i n  every way known t o  mankind, how eas:? i t  i s  f o r  

them t o  ixove i n t o  a c i t y .  

hd t h e n ,  o f  cou r se ,  e t h n i c a l l y  t h e r e  is l i t t l z  sub- 

s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e ,  i f  any,  between a North Vietnamese and 

a South Vietnamese; n o t  very much.. 
*P 

I xemernber t h e  story they  used t o  t e l l  abou t  how t o  

i d e n t i f y  a North Korean a s  a g a h s t a  South Korea, because 

they w e a r  a d i f f e r e n t  t ype  of s a n d a l  aild t h e  s'L-ap came i n  one 

case between t h e  b i g  t o e  and t h e  n e x t  t o e ;  :n the o t h e r  c a s e ,  

between t h e  second toe and t h e  t h i r d  t = e ,  an3  &herever  t hey  

- - -- --- ... - 
found t h e  c a l l o u s e s  t h a t  determined who they  were. 

Now, w i t h  t h a t  k ind  o f  c o n d i t i o n  snd w i t h  t h e  hundreds 

o f  thousands of r e fugees  moving i n  and o u t ,  T c o  n o t  know 

t h a t  t h a t  is s o  s u r p r i s i n g ,  t h a t  tney  zould s t z g e  t h i s  k ind  

of an a s s a u l t .  And p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  i f  t x y  weze wear ing  

uniforms t h a t  deceived t h e  de fende r s  of t h e  p l a c e .  

MR. CLARK: Sena to r ,  you have t a l k e d  o f  t h e  enemy's 

maapower problem i n  Vietnam. S e c r e t a r y  McMamara's on ly  

appearance t h i s  week, b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  Armed S e r n c e s  

Committee, po in t ed  c u t  t h a t  North Vietnarc h a s  an army of 

480,000 men and t h u s  f a r  h a s  committed o n l y  about  50,000 

of t h o s e  t r o o p s  t o  b a t t l e  i n  South Vietnam. Does t h a t  



sound l i k e  a ve ry  c r i t ica l  manpower problem? 

SESATOR DIRKSEN: Well, are you mentioning now t h a t  

t h e  V i e t  Cong and North Vietnam have committed o n l y  50 ,GOO--  

MR. CLARK: No, that would be the North Vietnam. The 

t o t a l  is something l i k e  115,000. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: That i s  r i g h t .  That  i s  q u i t e  a 

d i f f e r en t :  t h i n g ,  because t h e  V i p t  Cong GZC ' v s q  much i n  

t h e r e  and for  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposhs,  t h e y  a r e  t h e  real m i l i t a ;  ..-- 
enemy o u t  t h e r e .  

MR. CLARK: W e l l ,  t h e  e x p e R e d  a s s a u l t  on Khesanh w i l l  be  

mounted appa ren t ly  mainly by t r o o p s  from North Vietnam 

and still they  have m uncommitted army o f  something l i k e  430 

thous  and men. 
- - --- --- - - - 

SENATOR DIRXSEN: Y e s .  Now t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  who is 

i n  t h a t  llncommitted army? Because on t h e  b a s i s  of what w e  

have cap tu red ,  t h e s e  k i d s  -- you have t o  c a l l  them kids--  

MR. CLARK: I would have t o  cite a g a i n  S e c r e t a r y  McNamara' 

r e p o r t  t h a t  480,000 i s  o n l y  3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  popu la t ion  

of North V i e t n a m ,  which is much lower t h a n  t h e  pe rcen tage  

w e  had i n  o u r  army-- 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, t h a t  might w e l l  be ,  b u t  you are 

t a l k i n g  abou t  a f o r c e  o f  480,000. What does i t  inc lude?  

MR. CLARK: W e l l  

t h a t  t hey  are i n d u c t  

Army t h e  youths  t h a t  

, S e c r e t a r y  McNamara s a i d  b a s i c a l l y  

i n g  each y e a r  i n t o  t h e  North Vietnam 

are becoming of d r a f t  age t h a t  g iven  



year ,  but  h i s  whole po in t  is t h a t  the re  i s  a g r ea t  r e sa svo i r  

of manpower i n  North Vietnam t h a t  has not y e t  been committed 

t o  t h e  war. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I f  you put  it a l l  together  I have 

no doubt about it. But i f  you include down t o  age 1 4  i n  our  

own populat ion,  why look a t  what our po t en t i a l  would be 

mil i tary-wise . We have never done it. 

MR. WYNOLDS: But i s n ' t  t h a t  p rec i se ly  Xha voin t ,  

Senator:  Nobody i n  t h i s  country Ras any in ten t ions  of inc lud i r  

our peopie dcwn t o  t he  age of 1 4  o r  car ry ing a th ing of t h a t  
.I- 

na ture  -- 
SENATOR DIRXSEN: W e l l ,  I c i t e d  t h e  matter only to  f o r t i f y  

om conclusion. I s a i d ,  was t h i s  a matter d i c t a t ed  by desperat ic  

o r  n o t r  >en you take a11 #ic factcsrs--5n"ta-eansidefa+ki+- - 

and t h a t  is  c e r t a i n l y  one of them. 

MR. CLARK: Senator ,  many of your colleagues i n  t h e  

Senate and i n  t h e  House, too ,  are concerned t h a t  w e  are 

already s o  overcommitted i n  Vietnam and o the r  p a r t s  of t h e  

world t h a t  w e  would be unable o r  c e r t a i n l y  it would be very 

hazardous f o r  us t o  ge t  involved i n  another f u l l - s ca l e  war i n  

Korea. Do you share t h i s  s o r t  of concern? 



1 

i 2 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: C e r t a i r l y  I w ~ u l d  be probably a s  unhapp3 

i f  not  more unhappy than anybcdy else, i f  ?re got  committed i n  

Korea and t h a t  i s  wP-y, a t  b e s t ,  I could ever give a s p e c u l a t i v ~  

answer a s  t o  whether o r  no t  :&at w e  do a f t e r  you have exhaustee 

?very o the r  admin i s t ra t ive  means i n  order  t o  g e t  a s o l u t i o n  an< 

g e t  our crew and our sk ipper  back. 

HS. REYIWLDS: Senator ,  do you agree with Mr, Nixon, who 

s a i d  the o t h e r  day t h a t  it was unbglievable t h a t  they d id  not 

..-- 
have a i r  and sea  cover f c r  t he  Pueblo out t he r e  i n  t h a t  i n t e l -  

ligence ga ther ing  mi s s im?  .,- 

SENATOR EIEZSEN: You have t o  remember t h e  type of a 

ve s se l  t h a t  t h i s  was. When they say it  is a spy ve s se l ,  

w e l l ,  it had t h a t  ty?e of eqcipment on it. L e t ' s  no t  k i d  our- 

se lves .  The Sov ie t  Union Toes it~~tF.%~rCrXm.tries-rhr~ 

we do it. M e  d o n ' t  have t oo  many of t h e s e  vesse l s .  You c a n ' t  

weapon them very much. 

I look a t  t he se  letters from former Navy men. "Why d i d n ' t  

t he  skipper  s t r i k e  Sack?" 

They Eorget t h a t  he  t m l y  had some l i g h t  machineguns 

aboard. You don ' t  put  heavy guns aboard a vesse l  l i k e  t h i s .  

I t  becomes t o o  provocat ive,  You have t o  hope t h a t  i f  somethin: 

untoward t akes  p lace  t he  skipper  w i l l  know enough t o  g e t  h i s  

equipment overboard and i n t o  t h e  s a l t  water s o  i t  w i l l  n a t  be 

use fu l  t o  t h e  snemy. 

14R. RTfi330LDS: But you don ' t  th ink they ought t o  be 



accompanied by an a i r  and sea e s c o r t  of some s o r t ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: W e l l ,  i t  would >e a dead giveaway i f  yor 

d id  so. 

MR.  CLARli: Senator,  we want t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  of 

p o l i t i c s  with you too ,  and I be l i eve  y m  now have t h r ee  

annaunced candidates  f o r  t h e  Republicaa nomination: Governor 

Romney, Nr.Nixon and M r .  Stassen.  Would you l i k e  t o  t e l l  us 

which of these  three is your £avosite ?o r  t h e  nomination? 

SENATOR DIRXSEN: A t  t he  moment I have no f a v o r i t e s .  I 1: 
"- 

t o  see what .the d i s p o s i t i c n  af t h e  people i s ,  and probably w e  

w i l l  know before  very long. The f i r s t  primary e l e c t i o n  comes : 

Yew Hampshire i n  Plarch. Then w e  g e t  pr imaries  i n  Wisconsin, 

i n  Ctregon, i n  Nebraska. I t  a t  l e a s t  w L l l  g ive  you some idea. - - ---- - - 
Now, it depends on t h e  approach tha tyau have t o  t h i s  

problem. Do you want a winner, an abso lu te  winner, or somebod: 

who you th ink can a c t u a l l y  win, o r  do you want t o  d i l u t e  t h a t  

somewhat with o t h e r  cons idera t ions  l i k e  whc has had t h e  broade! 

experience, t h e  best background? That is no easy matter  to 

resolve .  

MR. CLARK: Is *&re one Republican whom you f e e l  can 

absolute ly  win? 

SENATOR DXRKSEN: Y e s ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  p ro j ec t  any name a t  

.the moment. I j u s t  watch a13 of them end r a t h e r  c a r e fu l l y ,  an1 

see what kind of an sccount rhey g ive  of themselves. 

MR. REYNOLDS: ?Jell, Senarar Uirkn.cn, I th ink what YOU 
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have j u s t  s a i d  is going t o  be i n t e r p r e t e d  by many people a s  a 

push t o  Governor Rockefel ier  t o  come forward. 

SENATOR DIPXSEN: W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink ,  Frank, you can come 

t o  t h a t  conclusion. f have served with Dick Nixon i n  t h e  Uous 

I served with him i n  t h e  Senate.  I served under him when he 

was V i c e  Pres ident  and Pres iden t  of t h e  Senate,  and he i s  

a long-time f r i end .  Nelson Rockefel ler  i s  a long-t ine 

f r i end .  I have known him f o r  25 years  and I l i k e  him. I set 

high s t o r e  by him. I th ink  he h s  g r e a t  a b i l i t y .  

I th ink Romney has abi l i ty :  11s demonstrated t h a t  i n  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  f i e l d  by what he d i d  f o r  American Motors, fox 

example. H e  did it i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f i e l d  a s  Governor of 

llichigan. I remember George Romney when he  was he re  i n  

riashington doing s p e c i a l  w o r k  f o r  s m  of-*--iktees_af 

t h e  Congress. So t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  goes back a long ways, and 

t he r e  can be no doubt about h i s  a b i l i t y .  

A l l  r i g h t ,  who do you s e l e c t ?  Who can win? 

W e l l ,  they a r e  about now t o  peddle t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  mercha 

d i s e  and te l l  t h e  country how they f e e l  about  t h e  i s sues  t h a t  

ccnfront  us. 



f l s  d t  I !/ 14R. CLARK: W e l l ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  S e r a t o r ,  most o f  your  
A. 

I! f e l l o w  3 e p S l i c a n s  i n  Congress have a l r e a i i : ~  ~oacie up 

t h e i r  minds as t o  who can win. There i s  a  p ~ l l  i n  today's 

papers  t h a t  s a y s  5 3  p e r c e n t ,  I bel ie . re ,  of Republ~cazit; i n  

Congress t h i n k  Governor KockefeLler r iOf~ld Le t h e  s t r o n g e s t  

candidate .  Is  t h a t  an a c c u r a t e  r e f l e c t i o n ,  uu you tn rnk?  

SENATOR UZRKSXN:  bqell, Bob, I looked a t  t n a t  account ,  

and 53 p e r c e n t  i s  a l l  r i g h t ,  b u t  the q u e s t i o n  is ,  uow iuany - 
responded t o  t h e  p o l l ?  

fiR. CLARK: It said 139,  I b e l i e v e ,  wnaciz woulu ue a 

l i t c l e  ove r  50 p e r c e n t  of t h e  t o t a l  Hepublicans i n  

Congress. 

SLIJATOR DIRKSEN: It c e r t a i n l y  cou lu  be. You say 139? 
- - - - 

iW. CLARK: Y e s .  

SXL~ATOR DLlWSllt4: There a r e  5 3 5 .  

MR. CLARK: i say o f  the t o t a l  i iepubl icans  i n  Cungress ,  

which would b e  some 220,  or i n  t n a t  a r s a .  

SENATOR DIRE(SUiJ: Y e s ,  tuat  i s  p a b a b l y  c o r r e c t .  b u t  

that d o e s n ' t  mean t h a t  t h a t  is a n a j o r - t y  sentzntent,  uy any 

means, because j u s t  l i k e  t a k i n g  a ~ l a l f  of a ha l f ,  i n  o r u e r  

t o  come t o  a conc lus ion ;  t m n  tile a b l e r  t i l ing is, ~ x a c t l i r  

how did h e  exp res s  : t i~nse l f .  '?he averzge Congressman ariu 

the average Sena to r ,  I t h i n k ,  would be r a t i l e r  c a u t i o u s  anu 

q u i t e  c a r e f u i  about  how he responcieu t o  titat k inu  of a q u e s t i o n  1 
i n  a p o l l .  I 

\ 



l u  

MR. REYNOLDS: Sena to r ,  uo you b e l i e v e  t h e  man V!MJ 

wins t h e  p r i m a r i e s  is going t o  g e t  t n e  nomination? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, no ,  b u t  it w o u l d , i n u i c a t a  

what t h e  t h i n k i n g  i s ,  because you w i l l  nave one f a r  

Western s t a t e ,  which has  been sol~ietning o f  a bellwether 

upon occas ion .  You w i l l  have one very l i b e r a l  state, i n  a 

s e n s e  -- t h a t  i s  Wisconsin -- you w i l l  have a very 

c o n s e r v a t i v e  s t a t e  -- trlat i s  ~ e b r a s k a  -- and you woulu m v e  

a New England conse rva t ive  s t a t e m -  t h a t  i s  New i lanysiure.  

t 4 X .  REYNOLDS: Sena to r ,  t h e r e  may be some Hepublicans 
"- 

who b e l i e v e  because o f  your f r i e n d s n i p  wi tn  P r e s i d e n t  

Johnson you might n o t  be t e r r i b l y  anxious  t o  see h i u  ciefeateu 

n e x t  y e a r .  

SELJATOR DIWSUN: I want a R e p u b I k a  visW&y fro111 the  to]  

t o  t h e  bottom. b u t  Frank, Z am g l a u  you r a i s e u  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  

f o r  a very s impie  reason .  I have been n e r e  for a t n i r u  of 

a cen tu ry ,  I have known t h e  P r e s i d e n t  man ancl boy, so t o  

speak. Do you drop a f r i e n d s h i p ?  Tne f a c t  ne  is a ue~uocrat, 

I am a Republ ican,  does t h a t  mean I nave got t o  t a x e  a k n i f e  

and suddenly c u t  t h a t  f r ienclship ,  t h a t  a c q u a i n t a n c e s ~ i i p  

i n  two? I t h i n k  I shoulu feel honored, I tn ink  my p a r t y  s ~ l o u l '  

feel honored, I t h i n k  n y  people i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o u t  nuue snoulu  

ue honored, that t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s eeks  my aclvice. Is tirere any 

o t h e r  answer t h a t  you can give? 

You would be s u r p r i s e d  now vehemently anu t e s t i l y  I d isay .  



with him f r ~ m  time to time. 

XR. CLAFX: AS a  mzzx c f  your 1 ends l l i l  for 

rhe P r e s i d e n t ,  S e n a t ~ r ,  are you go ing  to support h i s  

r e q u e s t  for a ten percent tax boost? 



SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well ,  n o w , y x  know t h i s  has  t aken  

a s p e c i a l  t u r n .  John Williams of t h e  Sena te  F inace  Committee 

a Republican from Delaware, has  s e t  o u t  about a 10-poin t  

program, H e  makes t h a t  8 p e r c e n t  on c o r p o r a t i o n s  an5 6 

p e r c e n t  on i n d i v i d u a l  t axpaye r s .  But you w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  it; is 

coupled -!pith a very s u b s t a r : t i a l  dec rease  i n  expend i tu re s  and 

a cut-back i n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  

MR. CLARK: A r e  you say ing  i f L C o n g r e s s  makes t h e  - 
spending c u t s  t h a t  Sena to r  Williams recommends you would 

then  s u p p o r t  h i s  t a x  proposa l  for a 6 p e r  c e n t  g e n e r a l  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I would be' much closer t o  it than  I am 

now. 
- - -- 

MR. CLARK: You th ink  you could suppor t  t h a t  -- 

SENATOR DLRXSEN: You w i l l  remember t h a t  l a s t  y e a r  b e f o r e  

t h e  s e s s i o n  wound up ,  I d i d  throw a l i t t l e  sugges t ion  t o  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and t o  t h e  count ry ,  t h a t  I has? s a i d  t o  t h e  

P r z s i d e a t ,  "Al l  r i g h t ,  p u t  it on a s p c r t i n g  ground: H e  w i l l  

g i v e  ycu $4 b i l l i o n  i n  t a x e s ,  you g i v e  us  a $ 4  b i l l i o n  

c u t ,  and we want t o  b e  s u r e  t h a t  i t  is a c u t . "  

In o t h e r  words, t h e  qu id  p r o  quo from bo th  s i d a s  

Now, t h e r e  aze  o t h e r  t h i n g s  i n  t h i s  package. And 

I looked a t  t h a t  package p r e t t y  c a r e f u l l y  ar.d it semns t o  me 

r a t h e r  r ea sonab le ,  and I b e l i e v e  w e  cou ld  go somewhere w i t h  it 

MR. SIEYNCLDS: Where would you c u t ,  Senator?  



SENATOR DIRKSEN: Oh,  t h e r e  are a lo t  o f  p l a c e s  it? t h a t  

budget  t h a t  you can c u t .  But you have got t o  be s e l e c t i v e .  

Now, you c u t  o f t e n  where it h u r t s  m o s t .  And where does 

i t  h u r t  most? So far as S e n a t o r s  and Congressmen are 

concerned,  it w i l i  be i n  p r o j e c t s  o u t  home, 

W e l l ,  you've got t o  take tile b i t t e r  w i t h  the sweet. 

You cannot  have it bo th  ways. 



I have been asked: "Well, a r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  throw your 

p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  state overboard?" 

Yes, I am, i f  t h a t  i s  going t o  keep t h i s  country s o l v e n t  

and g e t  a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  t o  t h i s  payments balance problem t h a t  

w e  have. Pad then,  of course,  the  f r i g h t f u l l y  umianageable 

d e f i c i t  t h a t  you fo resee  now, because, a s  Senator Williams p u t  

i t  o u t ,  he would fo resee  a d e f i c i t  f o r  f i s c a l  1969 of $28 b i l -  

l i o n ,  and t h a t  i s  not  manageable i n  a f r e e  country.  - 
MR. CLARK: 5enator ,  we a r e  j u s t  about o u t  of t i m e  b u t  I 

.,.. 
would l i k e  your quick answer. Is t h i s  e lec t ibn-year  Congress 

going t o  v o t e  a tax increase?  

SENATOR D1RKSEN:i  am n o t  a t  a l l  s u r e ,  and I see t h e  

rep resen ta t ions  from both HQuse and Senate from t i m e  t o  t i m e .  - - - -  --. - -- - 
That is wholly i n  t h e  specu la t ive  f i e l d  f o r  t h e  moment. 

MR. CLARK: I h a t e  t o  s t o p  you t h e r e ,  b u t  w e  are about  

o u t  of t ime. Thank you very much, Senator  Dirksen, f o r  being 

wi th  U S  on ISSUES AND ANSWERS. 
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