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PLERSE CRIDIT 2NY QUCTES OR EXCIRPTS 70M THTS ABT RALIO
GEAM  TO "ABC s ISSUIS AND ANSWERS,

I § 810 2 8 A n D AN EWE RS

SUNDAY . FESRUSARY 0 104y
T SENATCOR EVERETT M, DIRKSEN (R, I11.}
(ol

Fraax Revnolds, ABZ White Houga Corresnondent
Bob Tlarik, ARC Cepiitol Hill Corresvendent

MR. REYNQLOS: Senetor Dirksen, you have been a consi
supnorter of the President’s broad cobxjz2ciives 1n Vietnam.
ttave whe events in the past week and tre current cclamunist
nffenzive thera causec you €0 Cnance y2ur viaew and do vou
agrae Witk the Precident zhat the commrin.st offensive in
milltarsy cerms has been a compiete failure?

STUATOR DIRK3ZNM: Well, iec's s2pirate the gquestion.
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mirst of ali, I have not Torsakzn the 2resident's position

in rescect to Norihh Yiatnam -~ Morth Xorsa or with resnect

- v XS s AT e - - T P Sy S

0 south Vietniam. LLET S A0S Aan Toan Sorzan clowdrea

= : - .t e ew A = -~ —— 5 o [
COr o Cush & mehnenn., Hors wWeld DRdnh call Zaetes JUSETLOonS 2o
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Wi thor 0r not the FUERLC was in international wsiters,

momer do o gulite the cight thing?  Did he get

L overbocard and get it destroyed in Zime? OCh,
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ions., Were there petrol

boaty Lo oaddition to the sub-chaser? Were fhere any

o,

g ovaerhaad?  You sce, thosz are the imponderables in

a wictaizz 2% that kind., And then whken vou get it &ll togather,
asswning that vou zrxe richt, and voeu had a wight to fe thare, |
t

ron Ao about 197 Iz there & way of applving diplomzatic

|
sersuasion? Can you apply moral persuasion? Does 1t raguire

force? lYWach one 1s a queztion that calls for a separate

cnawa s and those anzwers are a littls difficult at times,

fu



GIR, RUYNOLLES:  In the event it 1s somehow dotermined that
perhaps the zhip 4ild violate verth Xorsan territcorial warers,

would L bother you 1f the United 8 2t

s
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L
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did make an apcLogv?
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concade and I don'ht zoneede, on the sasls of whe® I Xnow, that

that happencd, I made a stateneat on the Zloor of the Senate,
I think I am free to say that I zalled op the Puresident

before I made that statemant. I have been in the hospital with,

—_—— ’ . . :
the Zilua bug, but I was very distressed waitching all the
wsoastks , reading evaryi:thing that came in I called him up.

I rzzd him 2ne or tw»o peragraphs of the statement., He said,

Ihat = gulie tough,
T ozaid, "I meant it to be,"
2 ozalid, "Maybe wvou can't say it, put I can say it.”
i
Now, since that Time, we nad gulits a long session with thel
President and his leaders, ard winen I zay "we," I mean my
cciizagyue, J2rry Ford, zhe House Mirority Leader. & lot of
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things waere supglied at the tine,
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rence beforse we got through. 3¢ I began to see

"

clearlvy exactly what the problam was, whether or not wz were !

in an indefensiole position., I don'® think we wers, and that

-

i3 why I am alway

o

l
a little reiluctant to ever apclogize for i

t

D

s [
our acrions or actions of those who have taken their
Il

instrunents frceom the Qierarchy of chiz Zouniry,
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CIRESIN . No

the Ccmmunis:s ir

delay, his atempt to use

apreaszme

and you

+his i1ncidsnt,

-

. "
ncrs

firat of a.Ll, vcu have got

delay in a diplomati€® apprgact..

Aarned

Lo Cconst

ilow, of course, I listened to ali the things that were s
cc the United Nations Security Council. It was quite obvious

znat we were heoping that sarh

Comniunlist

tlomy

cne Sausl

was L

nicture, knowing
-oriented and has
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a fluid cuestion,to say the L
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ns the Soviet Union would enter
Ilorza is certainly

weapons a lot
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and reasonably so- So I don't rush those answers.

MR, CLARX: Senator, your views seem ¢o have moderated
considerably --

SENATOR DIRKSEN: No, no, theov haven't.

MR. CLARX: -~ after that second talk with the President,

SENATOR DIRKEEN: Yes, !
!
|

MR, CLARX: Well, would vou, after waiting this reascnable

time, would you use military forgg} if necessary, to bring abouF
the relesase of the Pueblo and her crew? |
SENATOR DIRKSEN: I don't think one can answer that
gquestion at this time. You see, one of the purposes of this
statement -~ and I say it very frankly -- was that 1 was
thinking about the morale of the troops in Korea and the mcralez
of the troops in Vietnam. I was thinking aiso of the prestige !
of the country, but I was thinking of the fathers and mothers
and kinfolk of those who are abroad fighting for this country
at the present time. Once they ever got the idea that you put
them in uniform and ship them abroad you forget about them.--
I didn't want anybody in Vietnam or in Korea to get the idea tha
that all was quiescent and supine in Washington and that we
didn‘t think all the way through the piece on this matter in |

the hope that we could preserve our prestige and still get back

the skipper and our crewmen off the Pueblo,
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IR, ELVNOLDZ:  Sa2naor, aow do wa go aboub any ailitary

asticon ance still eéchieve the obrectiva of getoing Ttnose men

SLNATOR DIRKELY: That L1s the reason L have not projectad
myszli Lntoc a speculation about militery action, we uag

n once beforae. T think i one of nis

»ra3: zonferancas the Prasicent alliuwded to thab facc.
MR, BREYNOLDS: In tne case of the ki3-477

SETAMGR DIRRSHN:  Yes. And—you prolably wers tuere,

it did take yuite a while before zhat was nedgotiatza,

When veuw negotiate with other countries, it is not yuite

30 expeditious, not quite so easy, ana it is= not yuite i
o simpl=a, And I makz allowances for those tnings, wusat

I 4o press tas polnt tnat I think we were o go0ou, defensinle
grounds that the ivorin Korzan acticon was avzolutely
inaxcusable and for tanat reason I am very reluctant to ever
give andg utter an apology when nc apol.ogy ils called forr,

MR, REYNOLDS: Senztcr, could we come bLack for 4 lwoment

Q

to Vietnam and in viaew oFf what has nappened tiers in tae

srrant offensive, tiney still nold partis at least <f some

nroviancial towns, Do you agree witn tne President wio said

that thelr military campaign was a total failure, a couplete

SEMATOR DIRKSEN: Well, letis not use the wore ‘total” b

ret’ s say that 1€ was a failure.  Ala as 1 analyse tae

) A
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MR, TLARK: Your fzllow Senator from Illinois.
Charles Percy, seams to take a much more sarious view
than vou do of the Viet Coang escapades these past few days
in Vietnam, He says that the President has bean wmisleading
tne Amerigan pecple about the extent of our military progress.

Do you thinlk therz is any justificarion for tnils
statemant?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, it is diffiecult indeea to make

‘ n

a military assessment of something rhab is Zaking place 12,000
miles from howe, In the first-placs. [ am not a military man.
In tha sscond piace, I have not been oub there in a great
many vears, although I was there, aven in North Vietnan,
swea Defore Dienbienphu fell, That 1s when tie Frencn
finaliy caved in, 5o who shall say whether we nave enouvgn
troops, whether the deployment of our troops is very proper,
whether we are adequately weapcned, Until I see in uetail,
those reports, then I could better tell, I think.

MR, REYNOLDS: well, Senator, do=zs 1t not gilve you pause
that they wera able to mount this kind of a ccordinated
offensive that had opviously been planned in advance, and

they were able te humiliate the Unitea States in some jeasure

by at least occupvying part of the Embhassy ground there?




SENMATODR DIRKESEN: Frank, it does, but thera2 is an

I thoss countrias liks Vietaam, on Sochk, ¢on bhiovalas, 1o moter
d
i
G Lormies, a everv way Known bo mankind, how eas s it is for
1|
it
g || them Lo aove into a city.
' k
B
@ ‘ Ani then, of course. zthnically thers iz iittlas sub-
|
- stantial diffarence, if any, between & North Vistnamneze and
!
£ | & South Vietnamese; not vary muach. .
5 o L remember the suoxy they used o tell abouz how Lo
= |
b
10 i identifyv a Norcth Korecan as agatasta South Horesn, wesacvsea
¢ e = oy - S g ) ey e by - = = - 3 - oy 1 R 2 : ~
e khev wear a different type cof sandal and the surap cama in ona2
ol
|
c 1 cass astween the big teoe and the next toe,; n the othsar case,
- || hetween the second toe and the third tze, and #herevar thev
i
‘. h found the callousss that determined who they were,
i 1

c= i NMow, with that kind of condition and with the hwundreds

iy

o thousands of refugees moving i1n and out,. [ ¢o nol: know

wnat that 1s so surprising, that they zould stsge this kind

of an assault. And particularly, i1f thev were wearing
uniforms that deceived the deferders 5 the place.
MR, CLARK: Senator, vou have talled of the enemy's

manpower problem in Visetnam. Sscretarv McNamara's conlv

oy

- LY
nh i 48]

aprearance this week, before the Sa2nate Armed Services

th

Comadlttes, pointad cur thet Nerth YVietnam has an army o

483,900 men znd thus far has commicted orly about 30,000

of those troeps te batile in South Vieunam, Dges that

2=
Sans
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gscund like a& very critical manpower problemn?
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Wall, are you mentioning now +that
zhe Viet Cong and North Vietnam have comnitted onlvy 50,000--
ME, CLARK: DMNe, that would be the North Vietnam. The
totai 1s scomething like 115,000.
SENATOR DIRKSEN: That is right, That is quite a
different thing, because the Viet Cong arc veryv much in

there and for all practical purpcses, they are the real militan

-

&l

gnemy out there.

MR. CLARK: Well, the expected assault on Khesanh will b

o

mounted apparently mainiy by trcoops from Neorth Vietnam
and still they have a uncommitted army of scomething like 430

thousand men.

SENATOR DIRXSEN: VYes. UNow the question is, who is

in that uncommitted army? Because onthe basis of what we

nave captured, these kids -- you have to call them kids--
MR. CLARK: I would have to cite agaln Secretary McNamara's

report that 480,000 is only 3 percent of the population

g

of HNorth Vietnam, which is much lower than the percentage

we had in our army--

SENATOR DIRKSEW: ©Ch, that might well be, but vou are
talking about a force of 480,000. What does 1t include? j

MR. CLARK: Well, Secretary Mcihamara said basically

that they are inducting each vear into bthe dNorth Vietnam

Army the youths that aras becoming of draft age that given
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yvear, buat his whole point is that there is a great reservolr !

cf manpowar in Noxtn Vietnam that has net vet been comnitted

to the war.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: If you put it all together I have
an doubt about it. But if you iaclude down to age 14 in our
own porulaticon, why look at wha*t cur potential would be
military-wice, We have rnever done it.

MR. REYNOLDS: But isn't that precisely th

1w

noint,
Senator: Nobody in this country Nas any intentions of includind
our peopla down to the age of 14 or carrying a thing of that
natureg ~-

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I cited the matter only to fortify
oz conclusion. I said, was this a matter dictated by desperation
cr not, Tien you take all the factors into considaration,
that is cartainly one 9f *themn.

MR, CLARK: Genator, many of your colleagues in the
Senate and in the House, tco, are concerned that we are
already so overcommitted in Vietnam and other parts of the
werld that we would be unable or certainly it would be very

hazardous for us to get invclved in another full-scale war in

Kerea, Do you share this sort of concezn?
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SENATOR DIRKSED
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I would ke probably =s unhapgy
i1l @et more unhappy than anvooedy else, 1f we got committed in

Korea and thart is witv, at bhest, I could ever give a speculative
ansvwer &3 te whether oxr not vhat we do after you have exhaustec

aveyy othar administrative means in order to get a solutiom and

. . s

get our ciaw and our skipger back. |

i

MR, REYHOLDS : Senator, 4o you agres with Mr, Nixon, who |

!

zaid the cther day that it was unbkelievable that they did not |

r . N L

hava air and sea covar for the Pueple out there in that intel-

Lgence gathering missiosn?

SENATOR DIRKELEN: You have to rememher the type of a

vessel that this was. When they say it is a spy vessel,

well, it had that tyoe of aguipment on it. Let's not kid our-
g2lves. Th2 3Scoviet Union dees it, other countries do it and

wa do it, We don't have too many of these vessels. You can't
weapon tihiem very much.
I laok at these letters from former Navy men. “"Why didn't:

the skipper strike Dback?"

They farget that he only nad some light machineguns i

abcard. You don’it put heavy guns abeoard a vessel like this.
Ir becomes too provocative., You have to hope that if something
untoward takes place the skipper will know enough to get his

souizmant overboard and into the salit water sc it will nct be

MR, REVHOLDE:  Hut you don't think :thev cught to e
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accompanisd by an air and sea escert of some sort?

SENATON DIRKSSM: Well, it would se & dead gilveaway i you

1

oolitics wikth you too, anc I

t

!

1

t

!

1

1

MR. CLARE: Serator, we want to talk a little bit of |
'

i |
nalieve you now have three i
:

|

|

d

f_l.
m

)

apnounced cand tes for the Republican nomination: Governor

3]

Rompew , Mr.dixon and 4r, Stassen. Would you like to tell us
wnich o0f these three is your favg;ite Zor the nominaticon?

SEMATOR DIRFSEN: At the moment I have no favorites. I 1ik

- i

to fee what the dispositicn 2% the peonle is, and probably we |

will know kefore wexy lorg. The first primarv election comes i

New Hampshize in March, Then we gst primaries in Wisconsin,

iz Oragon, in Nebraska. It at least will give you soms idea.
Low, it denends on the apeoroach thatyou have to this

problem. Do you want a winner, an absolulz winner, or somebody§

who vou think can actually win, or do icu want to dilute that |

|
somewhat with other considerations iike whce has had the broadesL

experience, the best background? That i3 no easy matter to
resolve.

MR. CLARK: Is5 thers ore Republican whom you feel can
absolutely win? [
SENATOR DIRXSEN: Y2s, but I don't project any name at
whe wmoment, I just watch all of them and rather carefully, and

see what kind ¢i an account they give of themselves.

MR, REVVOLDS:  Jell, Senacor Dirksen. ¥ zhiak what you

o)
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have just said is going to he interprated by many peonle as a
push tc Governor Rockafellier o come forward,

SENATCOR DIRKSLN: Well, I don't think, Frank, you can comns
to that conclusion, I have served with Dick Nixon in the llous
I sexved with him in the Senate. I served under him when he
wes Vice President and President of the Senats, and he is
a long-time £friend. Nelson Rockefealler i3 a leng-tine
friend. I have kncwn him for 25 year: and T like him. I sat
high store by him, think he has great ability.

I think Romney has ability. lle demonstrated that in the
industrial field by what he did for American Motors, for

axample. Iie did it in the political Zield as Governor of

remember George Romney wien he was here in

o
0
=y
e
o)
o
o)
’«u

Washington doing special work for some of the committees of |
the Congress. So that relationship goes back a long ways, and
there can be no doubt about his ability,.

Al} right, who do you select? Who can win?

Well, they are about now to peddle their political merchai-

dise and tell the country how they fe=l about the issues that
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AR, CLARK: Well, apvarenitly, Sernator, nost of

Y youxr

fellow Republicans in Congress have z2lready nade

b=

tnelyr minds as to wnc can win. Thar: ls & pcll in today's

e s

vapsrs that savs 53 percent, I believe, of Repunlicans in

¥}
i
o

Congrases think Governor Rockefeller would pe tha strouyest
czndidate, Is that an accuzats refl@ction, Gl
SEHATOR OIRESSH: wWell, bob, I leooked at tnat account,
and 53 percent is all right, but the yuastion 15, aocw many
.
respondel to the pell?

MR. CLARK: It said 139, T believe, wialch wWwoulu we a

litcvle owver 50 percent of tine total kepublicans in

ek

&
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SLNATOR DIRKSEW: It certainly coula we
R, CLARK: Yeg,
SLNATOE DIRKSLN: Th=2re are 5353,

MR, CLARK: I say of the total xepublicans in Cungress,

{4

which would be scme 220, or in Zaat ar=2a.

SENATOR DIRKSLW: Yes, tual is probably correct. oub
that doesn’t mean that that i3 & major.ty seatinent, oy any
means, because just like taking a naif of a aalf, ia cruer

o ¢gome Lo a ceoncluslion; Tasil Chie obaer waing 13, exactly

how cid ne axpress aimnself, Yhe averzye Congresswman anu

’

the average sSenator, I think, would oe ratiler cautlious ang

guitsz careful about how he respondsa te tagn kinu 0of a guestion
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MR. REYNOLDS: Senator, 4o you believe the man wao
wing the primaries 1s going to get tiie nomination?

SUNATOR DIRKSwH:  Oh, no, but it would 1nuilczabte

Lha

I

witat the thinking 1s, because vou will nave one fa

I

wWestern state, wiich has been sounetining of a veliyethsyr

upGn occasion, You will nave one wvery liperal state, 1n a

-

5

gense -~ that 1s Wisconsin --—- you will aave a vary

conservative state -- tihat 1z wWebreésia -- anu you woulu aave

a dew Lngland conservative state i~ taat is New lampsaire
wihe Lelieve Laecause of your friendsihip witil President
Jobnson you might not be terribly.anxious to see hiw defeateu
next year,

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I want a Repuulican victory frow tine toy
to tihe botteom, but Frank, I am glau you ralseu that guestioun,
for a very simp.e re&ason., I nave peen here for a Lalrd of
a gantury, I have kacown tha President man anc boy, s¢ to
spmeak, Do you drop a frienusuip? Tie fact ne is a bewocrat,
I am a3 Republican, does tnat mean I nave got to take a knife
z2nd suddenly cut zoat frienusalwn, tiat acguaintancesaip
in two? I thinkX I s~oulu feel nonored, I tnink my party sacula
feel honored, I think wmv pecple in particular out nowe saoula
e honored, tiiat the Presicent seeks my auvice, Is taere any

cthexr answer that vouw can give?

You would be surprised now velilemenzly and testily I dlsay:

1
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SENATOR DIRKSEM: Well, now, you know this has taken
*)

a goecial turn., John Williams of the Senate Finace Committes

a Republican from Dezlawaraz, has set out about a l0-noint

vrogram, He makss that 8 percent on corporiticns and 6
ngroenic ¢a individual taxpavers. But you will note that 1% is
coupled sith a verr substartial decrease in expenditures and

a cut-back in appropriacions,

MR. CLARX: Ars you saying if Corgress makes the

———

spaending cuts that 3enator Villiams recommends you would

D
oy
©
3
w
o
i
o]
o
fda

tax proossal For a € per cent general
Lncreasa--

SENATGR DIRKSEN: I would be mach c zr to it than I am

}_J
@]
|47
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MR, CLARK: You think you could support that --

Qre

[¥p]
Eh

ENATOR DIRXSEN: You will remember that last vear be
the session wound up, I 4id throw a little suggestion to
che Presiient and to the <ountry, that I ha® said =z the
Pragident, "AlLl right, put it on a spcrting ground: We will
give vou $4 hillion in taxes, you give us 2 $4 billicn

cut, and we want to be sure that it is a cut.

In other words, the guid nro quc from both sides.

Now, thera are other zhings in this package. aAnd

I ilocoked et that package pretty carefully znd 1 seems to e
racher reasonable, and I bellieve we zould go somewh=re with 1

MR, REVNOLDS:  Whera would vou cuil, Senatox?
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SENATCR DIRKSEN: Oh, ther2 are a lot of places irn that
budget that yocu can cut. But vou have got fo be selective.
Now, vou cut often wh=aye it hurts mesit. And where does

it hurt mcst? So far as Sernators and Congressmen are
concerned, it will be in projects cout home.
Well, you've cot to take rhe bitter with the sweet.

You cannct have L1t both ways.
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I have been asked: "Well, are you willing to throw your

projects in the state overhoard?"

am, i1f that is going to keep this country solvent

-4

Tes,
and get a iittle closer to this payments balance problem that
wa hawve. »2nd then, of course, =the frightfully unmanageable
deficit tnad you

oresas now, nHacause, as Senator Williams put

1% out, he would foresze a deficit for fiscal 1969 of $28 b

-

l_
l:on, and that is not manageablgﬁ?n a free country.

MR. CLARK: Senator, we are just about out of time but I
would like vyour quick answer. Is this electicn-year Congress
going to wote a tax increase?

SENATOR DIRKSENM:i1 am not at all sure, and I see the
representations from both House and Sernate from time to time.
That is whelly in the speculative field for the moment.

MR, CLARK: I hate to stop you there, but we ars about
cut of time. Thank you very much, Senator Dirksen, for bheing

with us on ISSULS AND ANSWERS.

(February 18th shew: Maver John V., Lindsay (R.-New York))




