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WBF:........This week Senator Kuchel has been obliged to leave Washington on an
emergency trip. In his absence, Senator Everett McKinley Dirksen of Illinois has
generocusly agreed to pinchhit for his colleague. Senator Dirksen with whom Senator
Kuchel is closely associated in conducting affairs of the United States Senate is a long-
time veteran of Congressional service. He now is the Minority Leader of the Senate
and is serving his second term in that body. Before coming to the Senate he served

in the House of Representatives for 8 terms. Senator Dirksen, Senator Kuchel is very
grateful to you for substituting on this occasion.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: It is a delight to be able to help him and I was quite grieved over
the fact that what you call an emergency absence was really a bereavement in the family
of which I am terribly distressed and so 1 am more than glad to be of assistance if I can,

WBF: As you know, the Senate has been on sort of,j‘slow down while he has been away
80 he has not missed any important roll calls or any significant business,

SENATOR DIRKSEN: That is quite correct. After that long tour de force we had on
civil rights which went for 8 solid weaks it is now necessary, of course, for the
committees to gat busy and huild up other legislative matters that command importance.
In-due course we'll be busy all over again. ! have an idea the Senate will take on an
accelerated tempo thal! will mean long sessions if we undertake to get out of heres by

the time the first convention convenes in L.os Angeles on the 11th of July.

WBF: Senator Dirksen, Irnefer to you as a close association of Senator Kuchel, you
and he work quite intimately together on a lot of scheduling of legisiation and things,
don't you?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: That is necessarily so. He is a part of the leadership teaam,

He sits in on all the White House conferences from time to time and I raly very heavily
upon him because among other things he makes certain that the members are about
when important roll calls ¢come along and also the purpose of hearing the discussions
that are pertinent to some of the issues that are of vital interest to the whole country.

WBF: Senator Dirksen, Senator Kuchel thought that you would be in a particularly good
position to comment on a subject of great interest and importance in California, that

is the prospects for world peace and disarmament. As you can appreciate being on an
exposed Pacific slope looking to the West, the people cut there are naturally quite
apprehensive. What is your guess about what may come ocut of the Summit Conference.?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: First of all, as a general thing, let me say, that there is no more
important challenge before the whole wide world and certainly no more important
challenge before this country than this whole question of disarmament and a continuing
durable peace. I thought of it over the weekend in connection with the recoliection that
next month we will be observing the 15th anniversary of VE Day. It seoms almost
incredible that hostilities ceased and the guns were silenced 15 years ago next month

in Europe. And yet here we are standing on the pinnacie of 15 years looking back,
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armaraent expenditures become heavier and heavier. We talk about cold war; there is
talk about sconomic penetration and the difficulties we had from time to timme to persuade
the world that we have no interestmoceptx except to maintain peace and lift this awful
load of armament from the backs of humble tax payers, not only in this country but
elsewhere. Now I might inject a parenthetic thought there, our budget this year, as

it has been for the last several years will run in the neighborhood of 41 thousand million
dollars. That's 44 billion for a single year. If you add the expenditures for mutual
security, sometimes mistakenly called foreign aid that would bring it up to about 45
billion, I see that in context when I think of the gross appropriations for all purposes
of government when I came to Washington in 1933 because we ran the whole business

for less than 4 billion dollars and today for armament alone it is 11 times that much.
That is why this is a challenge and I am hopeful that if any degree of good will and
tolerance at all is brought to the Summit Meeting by all the leaders of the countries that
will be represented there we will get somewhere, [ think I see some signs of moral
fatigue, a® I call it. Waelve been bothered with it 5o long that people everywhere, and

I suppose that goes for the Soviet Union as well as fny other place are wondering whethe
at long last, we can say that an era of durable peace is on hand and that gradually we
can reduce this armamaent burden. 1 doubt very much whether it will come over night
but surely the destructive force of nuclear weapons can not help but impress people
everywhere so that if there should be another conflict there will be no victory because

it will mean co-annihilation.

WBF: Senator Dirksen, you've just touched on a thing I wanted to ask you about. In
your position as Minority Leader and because of your long service, you have watched
closely 1 know, the preparations of the United States to go into the space field, in%o
satellites and new devices. How do you feel in view of the constant debate whether we
are keeping up with the Ruseians?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: From the very outset when I had l% discusgions on the Senate
fioor about this, it was my contention that we keep up with them and the standpoint of
balance, I think we are well ahead of them. Now when we talk about space, perhaps
we didn't have a moon shot and perhaps some of cur vehicles or instruments that have
gone into space were not as large as theirs but I think the last summary will indicate
that in a 3-year period we had 23 orbital shots as againat 8 on their part, asiar as we
know, And of this number there are i4 US instrumentalities still in orbit as against

2 for the Soviet Union.

WEF: Senator, that was before last week's shot cut there at Vandenberg.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: That's right and then, of course, the new instrument that is taking
photographs and sending them back is at once one of the most entrancing and ons of the
most revealing things that has happened in this whole field. I think it ocught to bring

a great degree of confidence to our people as they take not e of vur achievements in

this field.



WBF; Senator Dirksen, you are well aware that water as a commmogity is tremendously,
pricelessly, important in the western states. You have been out on inapection trips and
visited projects in California and other states of the arid west. It is important this
year that we get some indication whether we are going to get any water legislation that
will benefit our psople at the present session of Congresa. Could you say anything
about that?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, first let me say this. I suppose ] never appreciated what
watar meant to the West so much as after the first trip I made out there in 1944, I
covered a good deal of the area and then some years later went back and at that time I
saw that great Central Valley for the first time. It was at once one of the most revealing
and most impressive things I ever say but I discovered the worth of water to the

western domain. And I think I can say without being offensive at all to my colleagues
from the midwest or the east that unless they go out there and lock themselves they
cannot fully appreciate and fully understand what water and water conservation really
means to the West. Lock at the gravitation of people toward the Pacific Seabeard.
Thoae states are growing as no other states and I venture the opinion that within a few
years, the chances are that population-wise, California will probably exceed New York.
You have got to .make provisions for people and that means that when making provision
there has to he a subsistence. But if the 80il will not yield water then the great
challenging question is from what source shall you obtain water. That is why it becomaes
at once so important. And 1 have seen what water will do that thirsty soil out there - it
will make it bloom: as the rose. ] can undergtand and that is why I bave shared that
interest with Senator Kuchal and I was quite glad when the Budget Bureau put the seal

of approval on the San Luis Project and it passed the Senate, There was a gooddeal of
spirited debate but it passed by a very very substantial majority and is now pending in
the House of Representativew,

WBF: Are we going to get any action on it this year, Senator”?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I want to express the hope that under the procedure, the Rules
Committee which is really the Steering Committee in the House will give that measure
a rule because I think from the discussion and from the statement from the Budget
Bureau that it was fully justified and that it will be indispensable to the well-being of
California in the years that lie ahesad.

WBF: You refered to the fact that we are going to have to apeed up the pace and the
tempo of the Senate and the House to get doane before the Canventions. In the moment
or two remaining could you indicate what further legislation is likely to come up. I8
there anything going to be 28 hot as the civil rights fight~

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I can speak from the Senate side and say that there are atill a good
many appropriations bills on which we have taken no action. Probably the most
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controversial biil that will come along will be the mutual security »ill - both tbe legis -
lative bill and then the appropriation to cover it. That has always been a matter of

high cantroveray in ths Senata and I presuma this year will be no axception.Bhen, in
addition this year, of course, yau've paen the discussion or you hava read a great deal
in the public press about hoalth insurance for the aged. There ig a biil to amend the
rminimurn wage act still pending in the Labor Committee and there is a so-called
Simpson Keogh nill ta giva} certain benefits to the self-amployed to put them oa a
better vasis and a more aqual status with sthers who enjoy retirement and annuity rights
Those are just soiue of the bills that are pending and there is one other that is probably
of some interest. I presume Californla dces produce some sugar, insofar as I know.
‘The sugar Act expires on the last day of the year in 1960 and obviously there is groat
interest in its extansion. There is considerable controversy as to whether it ought to
be extended for a 4-year period with discretionary power in the hands of the President
or only for a ona year pariod but certainly with some 22 or 23 states interested in bhoth
beet sugar and cane sugar, that's another measure on which thers muat be action be{ave
wa ad;curn for the convantions.

WBEF: That is particuarly important to Talifornia, senator. Tha lateat statistics indicat
that Califormia has the largest acreage of heet crop and the largest production of beet
sugar in the whole United States,

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Then i am sure it is of high interest to your peopls.

WBF: Senator, do you think they are gaoing to have to come nack in Congreas after the
conventions to clean up some loose ends”

SENATCR DIRKSEN: I hope not and | do not believe sa, largely bacause so little 15
achieved in a special sesdsion and the members will want to go home and not come back
to Washington and I think that is a nearly unanimous view om the part of the memhers ol
both House and Senate.

WBY: Everybedy waats to hit the campaign trail bat they want to get a little vacation
before doing that.

SENATCR DRDIRKSEN: That is quite trua,

WBF: You have just hsard a report from Washington by United States Semator Dirksen
from lilincis, He has substituted for your United States senator irom California,
Thomas . Kachel who 13 regularly heard on this program. Jenmator Kuchel will be
back with you again in two wesks, We reaturn you new to your station announcer.
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WBF: Usually th:s prograin: 18 a report to you by your United States Senatcr, Thomas
H. Kuchel. He has been obliged to lzave the Cap:tal on an emergency trip. This week
his close associate and good iriend, United States Senator Everett McKinley Dirksen
of Illinois, the Senate Minority Lieader, gener-usiy nas ciiered to substitute ior
Senator Kuchel,

SENATCA DIRKSEN: Lacdles anu Gentiermen. It :5 a genuwine pleasurs to substitute
for my fr end, Torn. Kichel but frankly I was quite distressen abiout the matter that

entorce.’ . atsencs _vo.oo v shongtun, § aws suve you have learned by now acout
the bercav .. 2ot .o tae 2i..:v.anl that 1s always a highly distressing mmatter. And

solarmr niore than i fo 24y a teW Words .o ius sehall to malatain the continulty

of his progrars. 1 have ¢ cez2p affection for Senatsr Kuchel or he has grown in my
affection and I tnink that 15 mutual, We think so highly <f him 1n the Uni:ted Stz t==
Senate. There is aoout him a <iligence and an affaoility that is truly heart-warming
and he makes 1r:envs as easily as any person [ evel knew. As you know, he is the
Minority Whip., I presame you miay oe a little curisus about that term "whip''. Well

its a derivaticn /roun a parbiacentary poooceiucs n angland loag azo,. Tacre taey
called t a man in th: House & Conraons the W a2 an. as.ong a5 cdties was suamoning
the members fur vacorr vates, coll calis ana z2is - tu ks sdre taat tney were ocn hand
when that parliancentary Loy was taking sommethung anter celowesat.on o particular
importance. Zecause the cdties ann junctiins o Liwnorsity Whio are ust 2 part of
Senator Kuchel's cutrtes. you see ne serves on tws ol the very wapoertant comvnittess

in the senate. Lne s the A2Dr .2 :ations O Tiee ame tus otite s s tas latecior
Commuttes., Tizoe was a tine when all the Legosiative cuaig
Senate turnsa n ail the:r .wn a»pr oi:abtion s sut assut f=

L-tleee an tie clouse and

Jedios ago when we
e Sudget ana Accoant.ag 2ct. ail th.s power was lodged in the han.s 0 a single
cornmittee ana { aave ¢ ten considered Appripriat: e as the .nost puowerial anc the
most irapoctant comaunttee wn e-ther tae House or the seaate o lne Congréess.  And
then in ac..it.-on, :f c.urse, ne 1s an the latercov Committee wansre he can give

special attention tc those thinga that are 21 especial interest, not only to him but of
especial interest to you, flood cuntrol, flood przvention, natural rescurces, water

and so forth. 1 recall the tour thatl s.ade through the West a good many years ago.

I came back and rzporten to my colleagues in ths touse at that tume. [ sald you will
discover when ycu go out West and stay there long enough that water 18 really gold

and they inean it. I: every member o+ the 1 use and Senate coula oniy go out therae

and see what water and the conservation oi these natural resources rzally mean he gets
a bhetter understanding of a great open section o: the country toward which peasple

lare gravitating in larger numbers year by year and so as wvinor.ty Whip, as a mgmber
of the Appropriations Coramniftee and as a member 5i the Interior Committoe%
with th- publie domain out there with flood contr¢l and prevention and reacurces. Then
the special Comimnittee of which he i3 vice chairrian dealing with natural resources,
you can see that he :s quite a busy person and so it is a delight for me to substitute

for him today and tc have the privilege of addressing, what I know tc be a large
California audience. It's so good to visit with you. It's always a privilege. Thank you
80 much.

WBF: you have just heard United States Senator Dirksen of Illinois who has substituted

on this program for your United States Senator Thomas H. Kuchel of Calitornia. Senato:
Kuchel wiil be bakk with you on another of his regular reports in two weeks.



