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South Vietnam.

New, in pursuing that, ne has Lodge over in Parxis at the
present time, and while that has been going wather slowly,
I ¢hink some progress has been made.

In addition, of course, his meeting with Presidentz Thien

255

in Midway Island added up, I bzlieve, %to some real pro

8]

because he diseoverad that Thieu was quite flexible Zor one
thing, he was inowladgeable, he understcod pretty well what

-
had to be deone, and those factors taken togather with the kin

f ccunsal tha: he got from Gemneral Abrams, was enough to

e

suggest that perhaps we could for the first time start bringi

live bedies back in thie nurber of 2Z5,00¢ and to do it as

».

guickly as possibla.
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beaginning i the Xeresan war, ha Repubiicznz ussa

12 Supday afterncon. He conferved with nc one, He took

MR, LAWRENCE: Senalor, uowards the end, though not at the
to ... that
Trumel’e war, How, Y noticed the cther day that the New York
Times galled this onz "Nixon's war,” Is thet
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, ara they aver fziv under these
circumstances? I suppose I denuvminated the Korean strugole as

Truman's war, But I point out this essenvial diffarence: You

i e M T - e . it 2t e A & o A e o2 b g W

forget that Truman ordered the treccps in, as I recall, on

advantage of a little gap ia the Hpited States cperation and
ordered the trocps to Xoreza, and titled it a police action.

NMow this is a different undertaking. Behind this you have
goi three Admiaistrations, The Administration of Prasident
President Jchnson, and befcre that, President
Eisenhowz2r, and ncw you have President Nixon. So this is an
inherited position, this is a legaecv wvhat he has yotten from
hisz forabears, 3o =0 speak, and he is undertakirg tc do the best
he wan with a rather solid problem.

MR, DROMALDSON:  Senatow Dirksen, 28,000 men %o be withdfawn
shovrtly, and many hints that that will be feilowed by another
25,030 and perhaps even mors increments iwithin a nine tn 12
menths’ paricd. Do vou thinX that the South Vietnamese Army
is ready %o £ill this gap or are we really just f‘rying to buy
time for the Nizxon Adminigstration?

SENATOR DIRKSEZN: wWelli, Ffirst of all I xrhink I can respond




i

directly by sayving that I do beiilewve that they are ready to

i

s B o 4 A e e e e n e AT A

2 fill that gap. I think in talking about pulling out trocps, 1'a
3 : rather think in terms of raplacements by the Souvthvietnamese,

4 % o2 of the problems we had out there was =o make sure that a

5 ; larger number was being equiprzed with the M-16 rifle. That

s 1}l was a rather sliow process. But ithat was one of those morale

[
+

builders that rsallv built up and exhilarated these South Viet-

5 |name@se trcops. Sc all signs baeing eqaal, I think they will be

L)

equal to the situation and to the challenge.
10 MR, DONALDSON: There is also a hope explicit in .l >
31 txoop withdrawzl that North Vietnam might match it, might also
i
H
92 { gdeescalate by withdrawing some of her own troops. Do you think
13 || that is 2 real possibility?
i
14 | SENATOR DIRKSEN: It is hard to tell. On the basis of
_i
15 ;| their expressicns thus far, one might not believe so, but I
J
1
%5 { think there are certain factors in the picture that add up
17 i substantially to the hope that perhaps it could happen.
18 |
!
15 |
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MR. LAWRENCE: Senator, during the Xorean War again vou |
|
‘f
and nther Pepubklicans were guite fres in veour criticism of the:
way the war was being conducted, Why are vou So extraordinar-
iiv sensitive new when 3enator Xenazdy suggests that mayvbhe
Mr . Mizorn isn’t zrunning thiz war right?
SIMATCR DIRYSEM: RBRill, I don’t bhelleve I can racall whah |
!
anynoedy on ocur side of the political fence ever zast any }
‘ i
agpersiors whatsozver cin ouy militerv command in Xorex. 3Buit |
}
you see; tha statemenz that the Senator meds waz a diresct !
affront,; I thought, and a direct reflection upon our d&vlest ;
commandars in Vietnam. :
. A
Now, who will deay that Gerneral Creignitcn Abrams i3 che cf
H
t
onxr warv finest commanders and a man whe gtudiad in the i
|

mili

o

LY

ry art?

Now, when you

and irrasponsinle,

then senseless and

2

K

, had to be taken at face value

talk an operation and say it was sensels=ss

well, whoever ordered that operation was

irresponsible in doing it, and that, of

Senator, i didn't maan to suggest L

oriticized General MacArthur. Far from lt.

calring akcut was your criticism of Mr.Truman.

s s s
NLCilLsme

-

arnd some responge nag

.
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ne Republiicans that you wouldrn't benb mayaad

taking at Heartbreak Hill, which

crivileged=-sanctuary theory, the terorible

5uUDDROES
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iz just another nama for Hamburger Hill in ancther

nizce of real estate in the Far East. Ve didn’t hoid

+

Heartbreak Hill =ithexr. We gave it back ir the settlement.

o

idn't von make those criticisms?

SENATOR DIRKEEN: I made ny chare of criticishs at that

cime, but I was very careful not to reflect upon the capacity

of those wine were lesading the troops.

Now, the Commander-in-Chief is a different thing. He

g~

is not

o

military man --

o

M. LAWRENCE: He is fair game”

SENATOR DIRKSEN: He is fair gamz in the sense that he
is President of the United Sviates and he is a pelicy-maker,

MPB, LAWRENCE: ind he is another politician.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: He is the Commander-in-Chief but he is
not an officer in the field and that sets him zpart.

MR. DCONALDSON: But Senator, we have a fundamental
guestion here of how tc fight this war when we are engaged
in negotiations. Let’s loock at the zearch and destroy
operations and the operaticins like the cne on Ap Bia
Mcuntain, Hambarger Hill. There arz many peopie, including
Ambaszador Governor Hayriman, who believe we have to de-
escalate the fighting; ve have to da-sscalste the engagement .
Dc you approve cf continved military operafions That throw
Zmericar units against the =znemy in %hzse filerce assaults when

«he2n they give up the tarritory?

et
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SENATOR DIRKBZEN: Sam, I could make vou a kind of a
mixed answer but I don't think I shall;, and for a wvaxry go'd
regascn., I am act cover there, I can’t tell, 12,200 miles awav,

what the situaticn dictates, vhat they shocld do at a given

astanrce, and how should they do it. That is a military de-

pate

cisicn that has o be made and if ¥ were t£o make it, I think I
would lav myself open to the chavge that I am trying to run the
war just like this Commit:tee on Conduct of the War, that we
-

had when Lincoln was the President.

MR. DONALDSCN: #Well, zre you saying Senator Kenredy
is disloyal then? You almost --

SEMATCR CIRKSEN: Oh, no, not for a mcmment have I aver
venturad in that field., I tried to be temperatzs as I could.

I insisted that what I said didn't dislocate my affection for

nim, but I did believe that it was an unwarranted affront to

the iwdgment of our military commanders over thera withont
knowing, without having been there, cr being there, and under-
standing very fully.

MR, IAWRENCE: Senatere, T think it is fair o say that the

American people nave an attiiude that thev want to give Mr.

Nixon plenty of tiaa Lo settlas this war by negotiation, but

[N

they do want it setitled,

Lt

SENATOR

3

IRKSEN: Tfeas.
MR. LAWRENCE: How much time doas he =211y have before

he has to show some real »rograss?
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SENATGR DIRKSEN: Well now, we have made this much

nrogress at leasts Tha first eontingent coming home n oz

g

moneil oy two. dNow, behind that there ought to be some actic

£1]

2ow long would it take? Well, of ccurse, vou are dea
diffioult peopla,; with an oriental caste of wmind, My own

-

2lizf is tnat probablv, after this {irst contingen: comes

o

n

tiome, you will have a four or five months paricd wher nothing

aztually developed, but then scmething zan wverv suddenly

-

MR, LAWRENCE: Politically you bette
the '70 elections tinough, hadn't you?

SENATOR DIRKIEN: Well, this is a considerable distance

MR, LAWRENCE: I know, obut isn't it true --
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SENATOR DIRXSEN: But a lot of progress ought to be made

not only ~- well, not in fiscal '69 because that ends up on
June 30th, but in calendar '63 there gught to be reasonable
progress.

MR. DONALDSON: But what about Bill's questicn, if you

o~

don't sertle iz by the *70 elections, are you going tc fail

in an effort to win seats? Are you going to lose seats?
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, obvicusly it is going to have an

impact on the elactorate in this country. We have becen at

this now a long time. I have said time and aqgain we have

beer thersz just too long, and the longs
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aur paopie become, and, of course, tha way they register
anhapoiness is con elecctlion dav.
(Announcements)

X Ok k& W %

MR, DONALDSCN: The big vote ccoming u2p in the 3anate

is on tIie ABM Bafeguard Missile System. Do you think that the

Pra2sident can win thair vote withcut a further compromise?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, Sam,mis there a compromise?

Tney indicate, of course, that if you re~label it and call
it "Research and Development,"”;hat that might make it
easier and more palatable to swallow, but that is not a com-
promise. That is just changing the label on the can.

MR. DONALDSON: But you are not deplceying then?

SEMATOR DIRKSEN: 1 know, but for myself I just don't
want to go down that alley. This is a very serious business.
And, insofar as I know -- and obviously I can't put words in
the moutin of the President ~-- but insofar as I know, there is
no compromise. It's got to be a deployable ABM and if we
can't get that your hands are tied.

MR. DONALDSON: Are yvou saying thnen that you would not
at this time entertain any compromise? ¥u are known to be
very flexible when a big issue is important and you %think it
needs to De gotten through the Senate.

SENATOR DIRKESEN: Well, Sam, I think vou ought to ax-

press that anotcher wav, T become flexible upon occasions when |
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¥ think [ have to. i
MR, DONLLDSON: Do vou have to now?
SEMATOR DIRKSZEN: T don't helieve so.
MR. LAWRENCE: Senatoxr, does it help you any when Mr. g
!
Mixon's Safecouard moved the missiles out to the missile ;

zitae and tock them out of those well-manicured Republican

-

suburbs arvound Chicageo liks Libertyviltle whare Sentinel would
nave besn located?
SENATOR DIRBKSEXN: Well, it didw’t make ms feel different

one way or *he other abeout it. When yvou are thinking in terms

oZ national defensz, you are thinking of the fifty states.
Yo are thinking ¢f the whols country and if per chance militar&
i

rajulirenents dictate that they ought to put one out there, then
who am I Lo quarrel with the decision of the axperts in this
Zieid?

R, DOWAZLDSON: Well, if there is no compromise,when then
will the Senate vote and what will the vote be?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Who knows? If an amendment were offered
I
tnis week to the Second Supplemental Appropriation Bill, vou
mignt at lasst ger & test vote.

MR. DONALDSCN: Are you planning to do that? i

SEMNATCOR DIRKSEN: Weli, 7 am nhot planning toc do 1t be-
cause I am very much for the ABM. I have sald to my people,
"Unuil you =an comwe along with meore persuasive evidence than

I have ssen, certainiyv I am going to support the ABM Safeguard
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missile.” Neow, they haven't dome z0 and I have tried to

ollow this rather thoroughly.
R, DONALDSCM: Ycu o think you will win?
SEMATOR DIRWSEN: I do.
[R. DONALDSOW: Wha~ if veu win by just two or three or

Zgur vokas?  Might you lose in the long run as far as the

acministration program in the Senate is concerned?

SEMATOR DIRKSEN: Well, Sam, isA*t it like winning a
fvocpball game with a kick after pcints? That is the way it is
in the Congress. You win and th;;'s what counts.

MR. LAWRENCE: Senatcr, Iwant to change the subject.

e nava zrecently bean through a rather searing experience

of esthical conduct by at least cne, perhaps twWo

justizes of the United States Supreme Court, We all know
thers have been breaches of conflict of interest within the
Senate and within the House from %time to time. Hew wouid ycu
feel about a government-wide code of ethiecs that required dis-
closure of 2ll sources of outside income?

SENATOR DIRKSEM: Well, 383ill, now that you are so
generous, why limit it to that? Why not include all the

federal traxupavers in the United States?

MBR. LAWRENCE: Well, I think the federal taxpavers do

V-

in their --
SENAT™OR DIRKSEN: Oh, it is not disclosed.

MR, LAWRENCY: That is true, but we elect these peopls.

e

e Rt e
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We expect them to be above conflict of in‘erest. They are
selecitad representatives of ours. We have a right to expect

ain standards of them, do we not?

r+

0

er

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Bill, tell me iow long you have been

Py
&

in the newspaper business.
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4R, LAWRENCE: Lest's say I have been in Washington 31 years

and a biit f3nger “hean chot in the --

SEMATOR DIRKSEN: Then you nave a pratty tair idea of what

a2 tramencouns ¢rision nakey a newspaper really is. In nf)porticn

tnat it infiuences pusliic opinicn, obvicuesliy I think they ought |
!

o hawve an accounting of theilr stewardship. How about vour

them nail up =heir income taxes

e
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on che frontdoor? It is a contention I hawve made all along.

vt those who have b2er-slected to public i

b
:ﬂ
“
-
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citicey +f vou ars trving to estabiish a conflict of

iect of intersst, that

=

wasl 1f there is a coaf

LS preizy 2&5y o @staplish,
MRR. UCNALDSON: You know the argument 1s always that

o]

Congress raguiras or the Executive, and now because of the

publicity, the Juxiciary Branches ¢f government a srrict
not requive this ot i1ifselil, Why nct? What :s the

SENATCE DTEKSEN: The difference is simply this: Those

T

i
lidicferance?
i
1
]
¥

iwho ara confirmed tc high spots ia the Executive Branch or

o e e o L o ———— it b o iy o o

ito the Fadeval bench have to be approved and passed on by

riy

iz is a confirmablie spct. 5o befeors
!

E.-‘-

ithe nited Statas Senate,

lvou oonfirm, you just ask the necessary gusstions, you find

1

{ 3 L] - .
fout what 13 4he harckgrcocund, find out what is in the portrolic,
i

|

if thare is, and that mekes guite a difference.
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—r————_
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SENATOR LIKKSEN: WNWow look, Judges are appointed and

eprointad, Members of Lhe Hounse and S2nate are elected. They
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ided by the Constitu-
tion, I have been zhere eighz time g whmn I was in the House,
and eight tim2s primary and gereral slacticna since I have zeen

in ithe Seaate. Now, 1Y anybody warnts tec teXe me apart, all he

G
£u

has © o ig get down there in the audience and say, "Wait a

1

minute,” and thern ask me a quastion and demand an answer.

MR, DONALDSCON: Somecne took youa zpart in a sanse in a

national magazine, Newsweel, %*his past --
ENATCR DIRKSIN Oh, he didn't take me apart.

MR, DONAZDSON: I have to give you a chance o answer i,
it was ths long acticie talking about your law fixm ties and
work in other areas, and the article says "There is the othex
even malevolent figare,” How do vyou respond to that?

SENATOR DJIRXIEN: Well, B3i:l, vou must remember the days
of the muck rzke in journalism, or do you?

MR, LAWRENCE: Y23, sir,

SENATOR DIRKEEN: Sure you do. A managing sditoxr for a

paeriadical or a newspaper cails in nis favorite hatcheuman ar

3avs, "Co out o Pekin, Illincis, and take a gaadezx at Senator

e et

Birkean, the 2ne who is not lovable, ard this cne is z dark an£

1

3

é
i
{
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|
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Dirksen and get the dirt on and then go up to Peoria an

3

brouse arovund tha* law fiew vow an ge: out cf

)
=

I have bezn a mambar that law firm so n

4

n

r

vl

-
<

long I o«

ramamber whan it was T

(4]

- PO

us’

1l

o iy

aame on trhe door, He founé nothing

MR, LAWRENCE: Do you svactizs any law,

92

ENATOR DIRKSEN: Certainly I don't prachicae law., If T

wants To haowve reisren

-

Fa

ind something, if somebody writes me.

“o a lawyer, if I car dc it, and it is non-fedsral, T

do it.

But lez me add the rast of it. They weat ¢ Chicago and

zalked to the Demncratic politicians, including my ocponent

in 12¢8,

They came up wizh nothing., They want owves to sae

the Household Firance Cerporazicni on the ILlincls corpo

incident. Because [ mage

Al

Why? speach

They operate in Canada and this <ountry,

rather fancy honerariugm, So suralv my law filirm must represe

them. Nect my law firm, what was ornce my law firm.

MR, DSONALDSON: wny wouldn’t it Ze 7your law £:

4

Yo

z£i1il Drince them business from Zime to bime zud vou

recelve remuneration? You 4o still rocalive

do youn net?

th

SENATCR SIRXKEEN:

-

olsiness. Bul now L0

California has a

Well, now they
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o
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Weli, I said "Certaiply there ig a firm there. Once upon
a time I was a paviner of the firwm." Why shouldn't I

tmake that refarsnee? I'd lika ¢

O

know., And if they want

to remmnerate me for it, why not? Where is the conflict of

interest?
MR. DONALDGHON: How much do you make from your law

o 1

SENATGR DIRKSEM: Well, now that is a nice question, !

MR. CONALDSON: You have never answer=d it befors.
TENATOR DIPKSEN: I certainly hawven’'t, and I don't intend |
to. But now let me finish this story, They went down to FloridJ

because Mrs., Dirksen built a little house dewn there. They got

an awfully bad picture of the hcuse. They didn't even bother

01 TR

t2 inguire what the mortgage was, and they go:t nothing out of th

| nzighbors. so that was a water haul, Then he came back to
Washington and talked about the Federal Powar Commission and aboux:
these other +things, about the Department of Labor, Well isn't
it rather strange, S5am, that a fellow could have been here 35
yzargs-cius, in the House 15 vears, in the Sena%= going on 19

vears, and have focled pecple nere all this zZime? You tell me,

Sam,
{Aanocuncements )

v
e o e e e A b e ot <8+t b et e At
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MR. LRWRENCE: Senator Dirksen, thig is the i5ch of

SJune and in 15 davs the surtax will

.
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days can Congress finally stir itse
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oot houses?

SENATCR RIDESEN: Bill, it conld, but I am not sux

£

whether it will o not, WNeow, when they vote that out of the

conmiti2e, it goes o the Rules Cocmmittee in the House. Ther,

2% course, you have to take time te-finish the debate in tas
House. Then it comes to the =enate, Now, I don't Xnow

whether Chairman Long is agreeakle tc this kiand of an arrange-

ment 9r aot, but we always have miner tax bills perding

.
(1}
(Vs
n

=nate Tinance Committee,

NMow. vou <couid take this and alsc that a2xemption for
the poverty people that is carried in that House proposal, you
could tie tha’ into a minor tax oill and quickly get it to the

Senate flcor. Then the guestion iz, how much debate will

e A e R e e et i = e

there be before the deadline arnd can you agrge with the
House, get it out <of there, get it down %o ithe President ir

time f£cr signature,

SV S

MR. LAWRENCE: If you don’t, what thea?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, you have got thiz proilem and

[

that is the withholding tables, t
MR. LAWRENCE: What about a simpls sxtensicn fer 30 dais

ig it feasible?
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MR. LAWRENCE: Do you think you can?

SEMATOR DIRKSEN: I zam nct sure, but at jeast a try will
be made,

MR. LAWKENCE: What 1f you can't get it? What about
these wage and prics controls?

SENATOR #IRKSEN: On the withhcldirng tables, of course,
I think they will be quite agreeable to an extension ot time

so that you don't get caught foul, but whether or not they

will actualiy =xtend the surtax bevond the deadline is another

thiang, o

In the House they will do it, I am quite sure. In the
Senate it might be a differenz dish, and it is difficult to
get any kind of a hard nocse count as a predicate for an
ahsolute statement that it will be dome, but I am hopetul.

MR, LAWRENCE: Senator, we are almost out of time. Let
me ask ycu some guick guestions now about politics if I can.
Do you agree with so many Republicans and so many Democrats
that Senator Ted Kennedy is the inevitable challenger of
Richard Nixon in 13727

SENATCE DIRKSEN: Well,. it could be latexr. It might not
necessarily bpa 1672.

I think those who are 1n Teddy's corner obviously are
astute enough ta assess the possibilities in 1%72. He is a
voung man and you wculdn't want to waste that future if you

thought >t was in jeogpardy in '72. That is a matter thaz you

e e
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can't detarmine until yen havs the inpact ¢f all these con-
ditions on tne naticnal mcood and how they may vote in '72.
MR, DONALDSON: You know voun have nhad a number of gspats
now publicly on the flocr with Teddy Kennedy and there is an
interesting theory that it is all part of a plan to begin to

undercnt him and te aid Fresident Wixen in '72. Is that what

[ha

you are doing?

SENATCR DIRKSEM: Ch, Sam, pefish the thought, My aifec-
tion for Teddv, as you know, is as high as the highest star,
and it is as deep as the deepes;-ocean.

But, if these ar= things that ccme along which may be
a reflection upon the capabilities of our commanders in the
field, then obviously I must respond, I ftried to be as

classical about it as

[

could. I even dipped into hisvory,

168 B. C, =~

MR, DONALDSON: But you read that speech and there is
the theory that it was coordinated with the White House be-
cause you normally don't r=ad a speech., Was it coordinated
with the White Hcuse?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Cam, if you have got Lo Know, scme lady
cut on the Pacific coast sent this tc me. That was the

(?) |
tnuatent of General Paulus, wrhich is recorded by the historian
P
Livey. How T forgot it in all my years; I don’t kaow, but
it was right ¢n the ncse, as they say, and so in ithe most

-

temparate wav I could wmeka the pcint and stiil not invaite aoy
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real repercussion.
MR. DONALDSOMN: Thank you very much, Senator
being with us today on ISSUES AND ANSWERS.
SENATOR DIRXSEN: Thank you.

{(Next weex: Senator J. William Fulbright.)
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Dirksen,

for
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