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MR. MOVINS: Senator hrerett Dirksen is the  Republican 

Leader i n  the  Senate. He i s  responsible f o r  managing the  

Republican progran, a program which probably w i l l  decide the 

p o l i t i c a l  destiny of h i s  par ty  i n  the  next Presidential  

election. He is here now t o  FACE W E  NATION. 

Senator, I suppose w e  could t a l k  with you about almost 

anything from anti-missl les t o  zero :.lour at Geneva. Letss 

f-lnd out what t h i s  rirst question w i l l  be -- frvn M r .  Lawrence. 

IVIR. LAWREXCE: Senator,  ever^^-recent public opinion p o l l  

has shown t h a t  President Eisenhower's personal popularity 
. .. 

remains very high, but t h a t  the  popularity of the  Republican 

Party, b r  i t s e l f ,  is low, 

Now, does t h i s  mean i n  the  absence of Eisenhower from 

your t i c k e t  i n  3.950 t h a t  you a r e  going t o  have a tough t i m e  

electing Nixon o r  Governor Rockefeller o r  whatever candidate 

you name? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, &. Lawrence, I don3f  suppose 

ii; w i l l  be an easy time t o  e l e c t  e i the r  a Congress or a 

President on our t i c k e t  i n  1960. But I believe, kowever, 

the issues  wfth whfch we a r e  dealing a t  the  present time 

are going t o  make the  case, and I f e e l  reasonably confident 

t h a t  we a r e  going t o  win i n  1960 on chose issues,  because 

they have basic appeal t o  the  people, 

IYIR, CHURCH: Well, Senator Dirksen, carrying B i l l ' s  

question a 1k"itle b i t  fur ther ,  it st- ikes me t h a t  every-thing 



I 've read seems t o  -- seems t o  say %hat the  Deznocrats thifnk 

they are  going t o  make a complete sweep of "cis thYfig, 

Could 1 be a l i t t l e  b i t  spec i f ic?  Now are  you goingto 

s top t h a t ?  . What leg is la t ion ,  what t a c t i c s  a re  you going 

t o  use? 

SEXATOR DIRKSEM: ifell, of course, we are  a long ways 

off from t h e  e lec t ion  i n  1960; f o r  the  Presidency, there has 

t o  be a Convention, and then, of course, there  u r i l l  be the - 
campaigning p r io r  t o  November or" 1960. In t h a t  t i m e  I 

believe a l l  our  candldates w i l l  gn t o  the people and theyel l  

pifig a l l  the changes on w!w.t I think ase  the  basic things 

t h a t  do have a rundmental  appeal, and I believe you w i l Z  

see  a d i f f e ren t  score i n  November of 1960, 

MR. DUFFEE: Well, now, Senator, r igh t  along: Chat l i n e  

you are  talking about, t h a t  1960 Co~venC-lon, do you foresee 

any poss ib i l i ty  that Vtce Presidezfc Nix02 w i l l  not be the  

nominee? 

SEXATOR DIR-SEN: Well, of course, 5 never %ry t o  get  

i n t o  tha t  speculative s i tua t ion ,  I have a great  a f fec t ion  

f o r  Dick Nixon. I know: hovievei.? t h a t  T f  one i s  anticipatory,  

o r  rather,  premature i n  hLs speculations, he may have the  

r e s u l t s  02' the ConventLon f a l l  an him, 

I have no c rys ta l  b a l l ,  I do not k"iiov? xhat the 

Convention is gojag t o  Bo, but I am coni'ident, of courhse, 

they are  going t o  be h-igh?-y se lec t ive  a i d  pick us a good 



candidate, and it could be Dick Nixon. 

And I m i g h t  sey pa ren the t i ca l l y  t h a t  he would be a good 

candidate. 

M R ,  DLFFEE: I ga ther  by that, Senator, t h a t  Nixon i s  

your first choice f o r  the nomination, 

SmATOR DIRXSm: Well, I dont t  put it q u i t e  i n  tha'c 

frame, of course, but I would be v e w  happy i f  Dick Nixon 

were the candidate, 

MR. NOKCNS: A s  happy a s  i f  Mr.2-'~ockefeller were t h e  

candidate? 
- 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I know him b e t t e r ,  or" course, 

and probably some of 'chat personal  f e e l i n g  en t e r s  i n t o  it, 

although 1 must say that I have known Nelson Rockefeller 

f op  about 25 years,  and I bevf him r a t h e r  in t imate ly  when 

he  was on duty here  i n  Washington, 

NRR. NOVINS: Which man could lead you, i n  your opinion, 

t o  victovy more ea s i l y ,  Mr,Nixon o r  Mr, RockePeLler? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I am more ce r ta in ,  of course, 

about t h e  general  p o l i c i e s  and p r inc ip l e s  t h a t  Dick Nixon 

pursues. 

. D m :  Senator, t he re  has been some t a l k  j u s t  

t h i s  very week end by some of your Republican col leagues 

about t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a Nixon-Rockefeller t f cke t ,  i n  

t h a t  orde?, with Che V i c e  President on top and Governor 

Rockefeller i n  t h e  seco-nd spot ,  
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How vmuld you regard the  chmces of such a t i cke t ,  o r  

would you favor such a t icke t?  

SEXATOR DLRWB?: Well, i 'c  becomes a question of 

consummating a t i cke t  l i k e  tha t ,  and you know tha t  when men 

have gone p r e t t y  far i n  the  p o l i t i c a l  f i e l d ,  t h a t  it would 

be d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  orf and have one s e t t l e  f o r  number one, 

and one s e t t l e  f o r  number two. If it could be done, I think 

it would be a vex-y happy thing f o r  the  party. 

MR. CHURCH: Senator, would be a happy thing f o r  the 

party i f  it had a show-dourn i n  New Hampshire i n  the  primary 
. - 

as betv~een Mr. Nixon and the  Governor of New Yo~k? 

SENATOR DIRIZSEN: Well, I do not know; that38 high1'y 

speculative, of course, and anything could eventuate ou'c of 

a s i tua t ion  l i k e  tha t ,  

MR. NOVINS: Senator, you said  a moment ago t h a t  you 

f e l t  confident t h a t  your party would win the  next election.  

I wonder i f  we could break tha t  down a l i t t l e ,  

D i d  you mean t o  say bhat you would win the Presidency? 

What about the  Coigress? 

SEWTOR DSRIGSZN: Well, Ilm hopeful t h a t  we:ll win the 

House. I e m  not  so sanguine about wiming the  Seaate, F i r s t > a s  

I assag the mattee, note who is going t o  run i n  1960, and 

l?ow many we have on our siae,  it would cer ta inly be an u p h i l l  

p u l l  f o r  the  Republicans t o  win the  Senate i n  1960. 

3% NOTIINS; You said the -- 



NRm LAWRENCE: Well, then, -- 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Over i n  the House, however, i t t s  qui te  

a different  thing. 

MR, NOVINS: fib* Lawrence. 

MR. LAWRENCE: The t ru th  is, i snf  t it, Senator, tha t  i n  

the  wake of the  big Democratic sweep i n  e58 that  the arithmetic 

of the  Senate i n  1960 i s  almost completely against you? 

SENATOR DIR-CSm: Well, Mr. Lawrence, you oughtn:t t o  be 

qui te  so, sha l l  I say, bruta l  t o  m$ because having been 

the  Chairman of the Senatorial Campatgn Committee fo r  four 
" 

years, I always had t o  deal. i n  the  ve r i t i e s  of arithmetic, 

and Ism afraid you a re  rim6 when you invoke arithmetic i n  

t h i s  case, a s  I so well how. 

#2 f ls .  
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MR. LAWRENCE: Senator, i f  I may r e f e r  back t o  an ear l lop  

qirestian, you suggested t ha t  there were basic issues t h a t  made 

the  Republican Party popular with the people. Are these 

issues of which the people are nor2 unaware, becauseJace it,sii-, 

the pol l s  show the  Republican Party i s  not popular. 

SBNATOR DIRKSEN: They are not dramatic as yet, I would 

say, 'auk the  people are  aware of them, And they have t o  be 

dramatized and brought home. i doubt whe'cher there is a more 

compelling issue before the co~mtr;y. today than the issue o r  

infla%ion, And the way you dramatize it,  of course, i s  i n  the 
." 

manner of tvhat Russell Maglll d i d  i n  an a r t i c l e  in iZeaders 

Digest. I think the t l b l e  was, "Am We on the Way t o  a 10-Cent 

Dollar?" Tinat of course people @an understand. I think i ' c r s  

one of t he  reasons why the President guts constant empl?asis on 

dol lar  erosion and a sound dollar,  because i n  proportion as i ' c  

b~tya fewer pork chops and fewer things a t  .$he s tore  and the 

market, t ha t  issue you can drma'cize as never before, 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well now, l e t ' s  take t h i s  problem of 

inf la t ion .  What causes it? Is it b ig  Government spending 

m.mg ,>%her t h k g s ,  t o  a largn extent? 

SENATOR DiR?Gm: Well of course your unbalanced budget, 

o r  borrowTng m~nisy i n  order t o  meet current b i l l s  simply 

heighbens "Lose inf lat ionary fevers and moves you rusther and 

P ~ r t h e r  down t h a t  torturous roab.. 

MR. LAWRENCE: T&o has the biggest peacetime der"icit i n  the 



histoqr  of the Republic? This Adninistrat;%on? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: T h i s  Admin i~ t ra t ion~  and tha t  s another 

thing t o  be dramatized because 93 per  cent of t h i s  whole deb$ 

was accumulated under Democratic Administrations, not under 

~epub l ican  Aclministrations. 

MR. LAFJRENCE: O h  come now, Senator -- 
SENATOR DIffKSEY: lndeed so. 

MR. LAWRFNCE: The President seat t h i s  budget t o  the - 
Congress. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Look a t  your World War I1 debt, look at  

your Korean debt -- 
MR. LAImNCE: No, no, I am not t a l k k g  about debt ,  I am 

talkrtng about t h i s  year ' s  de f i c i t ,  t h i s  ourrent year, t h i s  

f i s c a l  year, the greatest  peacetime de f i c i t  i n  the -- 
SENATOR DIXSEN: Fiscal  Year 19597 

MR. ZAMREXCE: Yes, sir. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN : Y e s ,  

MR. LAWRENCE: The biggest peacetime de f i c i t  Ln the 

history of the Republie, 

SENATOR DIRICSEN: Quite correct .  

MR, LAWWNCE: Proposed by the  President and voted by a 

Congress and spent by t h i s  Adniniadration, 

SEXATOR DSRPCSEN: Much of it not proposed by the President, 

and much of Zt of course i n  the 11aeure of those back door 

approaches t o  the Treasumj t ha t  f i na l l y  piled it up as high a s  



it did,  plus one other fac t ,  and t ha t  is tha t  we had a 

recession which began and I thi22k it had its well spring l a t e  

i n  1957> moved very deeply i n  1958 as  you well Icnow, a l l  the 

way up t o  1959 and t o  some extent a t  l eas t  tha t  2ccounted f o r  

some expenditure. But when a l l  i s  sa id  and done, i t ' s  the 

CongreaB tha t  authorfzes, and i t ' s  t he  Congress tha t  

appropriates, and i t ' s  the Congress tha t  has exclusive power 

over the purse, and i t ' s  the  Congress t ha t  m u s t  ahare primary 

responsibi l i ty  f o r  whatever happens-& the  30th of June, the 

end of the  f i s c a l  year. 

MR. LAWRXNCE: But the ~ongre& C a r i O t  compel the Executive 

t o  spend money, sir. 

SENA!TOR DIRKSEN: Well, not in that par t icu lar  way. Y e t ,  

when they enack legislation which fo r  a l l  prac t ica l  pv.rposes 

becomes a mandate, t o  what extent can the  Executive r e s i s t  the 

Congress in these a c t i v i t i e s  tha t  have become -- seemingly an 

essent ia l  par t  of Government -today? 

MR. DUFFEE: Senator, along t h a t  same lLne though, abouG 

the  Congress and spending, now your Democratic colleagues 

i n  Congress con%end tha t  up t o  t o  date I believe they have cut 

the Presidentis budget i?@quest by a total. oP about $800 million, 

Now, you tend t o  put the blame on %he Democrats f a r  thfs .  You. 

t a lk  about back door spending but so Tar I think you w i l l .  f'i'iad 

t ha t  of Yne appropriations b i l l s  t ha t  have cl.eared both Bowes, 

they have been cut over the P~esi.den%ls or ig ina l  raquest. 
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Cite some of t h i s  back door spending f o r  us. Are you 

referring t o  the foreign a id  b i l l  or what? 

SBNATOR DIRI6SEN: Well, foreign aid is one, tha t  was 

handled. by d i rec t  appropriation heretofore. The Senate b i l l  

w i l l  now pmpose of cgurse a long-term program f o r  economic 

development loans where you borrow f r o m  the Treasury instead of 

apprepriatine; the money. . There you have an example of course of 

back door spending. 

Now there are  some things i n  t%e budget and offhand I 

can' t  t e l l  you how many t ha t  are  a f t e r  a l l  ,just a l i t t l e  on 

the spurious side. Now, I: w i l l  give you an example. We had 

the agricul tural  appropriation b i l l  on the  Senate Floor 

not so long ago. I was going t o  move t o  restore  a hundred 

million dol lars  f o r  t h i s  reason: The losses on surplus farm 

commodities, e i the r  given away o r  sold, has been ascertained 

and was incurred over a year ago. It has been reported t o  t he  

Treasury. The Cmmeodity Credit Corporation is a corporation 

-, under the  law, LT. makes i ts report,  and yet it3 ~ e q u e s t  was 

cut by a hundred mill ion t o  l e t  that appmgriation b i l l  look 

just a l i t t l e  bLt be t te r  and yet here is an absolute obligation 

of the Goverrment. The loss  has been incurred and it m u s t  be 

paid. 

MR. BEFREE: A l l  rlght, so much f o r  the  moment, Senator, 

on t h i s  inflation-budget; ba t t l e  which seems t o  go on week a f t e r  

week. 
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What are  some of these other issues that you are  going t o  

take t o  the people i n  1960 and win tho election on? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: That w i l l  be the basEc issue,  of course 

because -- 
MR. DWFEE: Yes, but what e lse? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Everything goes back t o  it. 

Now then, from the standpoint of *he economy, I think we 

are  i n  p re t ty  good shape. The l a s t  report on employment and 

unemployment was quite e n c o ~ r a g i n g ~ w a s  quite heartening I 

would say. I think it i s  a testimony t o  the  soundness of the 

At3iainistration:s approaah and its resistance t o  every effort; t o  

knock Z t  off .L;he perch and go i n  and embrace some of these 

monumental spending proposals tha t  have been bouncing around 

here since we came in to  session in  January. 

MR. CHURCH: Senator Dirksen, you spoke of the necessity 

of dramatization of these issues t o  reverse th i s ,  what w e  w i l l  

c a l l  a Democratic trend. Had you been wmple'cely sa t i s f i ed  

with the act ive leaclership of the top of the Republican Party 

i n  t h i s  par t icu lar  aspect of the f igh t?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well I suppose under every circumstance, 

one who has been i n  %&is po l i t i c a l  arena in the  Nation's 

Capital f o r  25 years develops sme  of h i s  own ideas and always 

$hiinks tha t  sanething is wanting, I would say as a general 

matter tha t  drama'cizing and cer tainly more publicity fo r  these 

basic objectives and achfevements is a resu l t  devoutly t o  be 



desired because I do not believe we have adequately to ld  our 

story . 
MR. CHURCH: It must be a l i t t l e  b i t  diPSfoult f o r  you a s  

the leader of the  Republican Party i n  the Senate t o  c a l l  dGl1an 

spenders one moment and have t o  JustffJr hi& budgets the  next, 

is  'chat t rue?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well I never have any di f f i cu l tg  i n  that  

f i e ld ,  I may asswe you. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, why not, e n a t o r ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I know of no reason why I should, I 
. - 

have considered myself as the one who carr ies  the f lag  fo r  the  

Admlnistsation, and I prooeed t o  do it and t o  justi,fy it as 

best I aan and I think under eve- circumstance it can be 

just i f ied.  In t h i s  part icular  instance, speaking now of t h i s  

first session of the  86kh Congress, I didn' t  think it was too 

d i f f i c u l t  a job ko just i fy the  W n g s  tha t  the AftmLnLstration 

wanted and the things tha t  the Administration will r e s i s t  and 

has resisted.  

MR. NOVINS: Senator, a moment ago when you were talking 

about de f ic i t s ,  you a lso  talked about spending. Now i t ' s  a 

Tack tha t  a d e f i c i t  occurs not only because of spending but i t f s  

%he relationship between spending and income, 

,3ENAI1'UR DIXKSEN: O h  definltelyly,  
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MR. PJQVLNS: Well, now, would it be possible, do you 

suppose, f o r  your par ty  t o  move i n  the direction of increasing 

revenue t o  the  Government i n  the  form of increased taxes t o  

pay f o r  some of 'chis spending? 

SENATOR DLRKSEN: I fancy t h a t  when the report  is  made 

on the  30th of June, you w i l l  see a ra ther  encouraging 

increase i n  the  revenue estimates, and of course thatas  

going t o  be r a the r  helpful ,  

Now, t h a t  was one of the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  f i s c a l  1958. -. 

You look a t  an analysis  of the  Budget, and you discover t h a t  

probably ha l f ,  maybe not qui'ce h&f, resulted through 

diminished income, and t h e  other  ha l f ,  of course, came 

about through spending. 

MR. LAiW3iVGE: Senator, 17ve  noticed over the  l a s t  few 

years, both a s  a newspaper repor te r  and as a newspaper reader, 

'chat we have s o r t  of an m a 1  story, t h a t  the President is 

going t o  take his case t o  the  country and over the  head of 

Congress, and so for th .  

I must confess t h a t  i n  the  previous years I 've read th i s ,  

I 've scarcely been avrare when the appeal vms taken. 

Now, is Lhere sozething more concrete t h i s  time, o r  i s  

t h i s  jus t  another what w e  might c a l l  hot weather story? 

SENLYTOR DIRKSEN: Ch, I think the -President w i l l  be 

qui te  spec i f i c  i f  he goes t o  t h e  c o u n t ~ j ~  

MR, M1dREXCE: TI" he goes? 



SENATOR DIRKSEN: Yes, 

MR. LAWFiiNCE: Tha'crs what I ; m  get t ing a t .  Do you 

think h e ' l l  go, any more than he ever has? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, there has been some speculation 

about it, I am frank t o  say rhat  it was discussed a t  the 

leadership conferences a time or  two, but itcs a decision 

that  the President and h i s  advisers must make fo r  themselves. 

IviR. LAUTBNCE: But i n  the presence of the  leaders, you 

have no def in i te  commitment t ha t  'G.Gs is going t o  take place 

- right': 
. "  

SWATOR DIRK;jEN: No. I h w e  a fond hope that it w i l l  

take place, because I think there are many things about which 

the  President can ta lk ,  and because he i s  always front-page, 

a s  you well know, heel l  ge t  a vexy respectful hearing from 

the country, and 3 2  he cam pui5 some of these things i n  

coocxete packages, he is going t o  have a very earnest 

l i s tening audience, 

FIR, DUFFZE: Senator, l e t r s  shift scenes here f o r  a 

moment, This Capital City has been reverberating f o r  weeks 

actually, a d  especially in the  l a s t  couple of days, over 

the  reject ion by the  Senate the other night, the other 

morning, I should have said ,  of Lewis Strauss f o r  Secretary 

of Cmerce ,  

MOW, there have ueen statements from Senators from both 

sides tha t  t h i s  action, which most of the  Democrats voted 
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against Mr, Strauss, is going to bring on an increased period 

of tension between the two parties, and between Congres~ and 

the President. 

Does your party, the RepublicaryJ,do you plan to make 

thfs a political issue in l960? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I have no intention of making it an 

issue, and for a very good reason: First place, I think the 

President has a right to feel chagrined and disappointed, 

because a President does not select a Cabinet Officer unless 
T- 

he is quite sure of his competence, his character, and his 

background. And when he sends his name to the Senate, he 

sends it with a degree of confidence in the man whom he 

named. 

Now, on the other side, of course, I recognize the right 

ox" the Senate not to consent and not to advise on a nomination, 

and I do not quarx-el with individual Senators who may see it 

differently fnr? myself. And I make no issue of it, as such. 

I just say that I was quite disappointed, myself, that we 

failed to secure the necessary votes to confirm, 

?'EXliR. CHURCH: Senator, have you figured out in your own 

mind what the basic reason for the defeat of IvLr. Strauss was? 

To put it another way, perhaps, if he had been as blunt in 

his answers as we have sometfmes heard, oh, Harry Truman, 

for example, speak, would he have been confirraed? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: It 1 s hard to tell- Now, khe Committee 
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Report, of course, mentioned that  they turned i n  an aciverse 

Judgment part ly on the evidence, arid I suppose niainly on h m  

demeanor before the Conunittee. But I noticed also, of course, 

tha t  public power, as such, got in to  t h i s  a SLttie biz; h i s  

possible a t t l tude  on TVA, although I didnit  know that  he 

actually had an actltude on tha t  subject, suaa the Dixon-Yates 

controversy. There was a great admixture here, but it was 

rather refreshing t o  see that  the Committee thought chat hls 

demeanor bef'ore the Committee had %.good deal t o  do with h m  

rejection, because tha t  was the coricluaing thought i n  the  
. - 

Committee Report. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Is it f a i r  t o  say, Senator, tha t  when 

t h i s  nomination went t o  the Capitol, and before the hearings 

began, tha t  there was an undoubted large majorizy f o r  the 

confirmation of Admiral Strauss? 

SIJTaATOR ljIRICS1?3N: It was so saLd, but whezher tha t  was 

correct o r  not -- 
MR. LAWRENCE: Well, cePtainly the leadersn~p took pol ls ,  

sir, Really, now: 

SENATOR DIRKSW: Well, 1% was up t o  the Committee in  

the f i r s t  instance, of course, t o  report him. 

MR. LAlnlRENCE: 1 know, bu-c L:m calking about G'ne 

Republican Leadership surely had an opmiofl as to wnethe-P 

or not t n i s  mar? coulci -- 
SENATOR DLRYSEN: We had a hope, of course, that he 



would be confirmed, and that we would have some votes to spare. 

MR. DUFFE: Did you have a doubt -- 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: 1811 be very frank in saying that. 

I thought we would have no real difficulty in effectuating 

his confirmation. 

MR. DUFFEX: Did you have any -- 
MR. LAWRENCE: Well, sir, -- 
PIR* MOTZIPITS: Mr. Lawrence. 
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MR. LAWREXCE: Just  f o r  a moment -- you said a moment ago 

tha t  you had no quarrel with any individual Republican, with 

any individual Senator about how they voted on this, it was 

up t o  them. 

Now does t h i s  go a l so  fo r  the two Republicans who voted 

against confirmation? 

SEMA!COR DIIUCSEN: Very defini tely so. I can say tha t  I 

would hope tha t  they could see f i t  t o  vote fo r  him, but I do 

not quarrel with the motivation of wy Senator because they 

share prerogatives and privileges and rights that  are equal t o  
. - 

my own and i n  proportion, as they never question my motivation, 

I don't believe I should, question the i r r s .  

Now I should add one thing t o  round that  out, and tha t  is 

this: You hear about resolutions, you know, of censure or 

orit icism fo r  depart- from what they thought was the Party 

stance. Well I have encountered that before too but I have 

mentioned so oftenl even on some of these programs, that  the 

Republican umbrella i s  a pre t ty  large umbrella f o r  a l l  shades 

of opinion and I have had no occasion t o  re t rea t  from that 

position and therefore I do not quarrel when they depart from 

a majority pos i t im .  

MR. LAWREWE: But there was no position by the Republicans 

making t h i s  a parQf policy, tha t  you had t o  vote f o r  Admiral 

Strauss ? 

SENATOR DIXEG3EM: De fb i t e ly  we t r i ed  t o  avoid maMng it 



a policy party issue as  such. 

MR. DKFFEE: Senator, do you f e e l  as  has been charged i n  

some quarters tha t  the -- your counterpart i n  the Senate, the 

Democratic leader, Senator Johnson was primarily responsible 

f o r  the defeat of Admiral Strauss, t ha t  he took the lead i n  

l ining up the votes t o  re jec t  him? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well I had heard on occasion that  there 

was nose counting and one thing and another. 

MR. DUFFEE: Do you thlnk that-he took the lead though? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, he made na speeches on the subject, 

as  you well how. He made no conuluding remarks l a t e  i n  the 

mornlng when we f i n a l l y  got around t o  a vote. 

MR. CHURCH: Could tha t  be because he didn ' t  think it was 

necessary? 

SBNATOH DfHitSEN: Well, t ha t  could be possible, of course. 

dui. i n  a l l  m s  utterances and M s  demeanor on the Senate floor,  

he gave no hfnt t h a t  he was campaigning one way or the other 

f o r  the defeat of Admiral Strauss or fo r  his confirmation, 

MR. DUFFEE: Well, a s  we know, Senator, -- 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: And I want t o  do f u l l  justice by the 

Majority leader by saying tha t  he has never campaigned me, he 

has never told me about any campaigning and I heed nothlnn t o  

that effect  on the f ioor  lrcm him. 

MR, DUFFEX: A s  we know, Senator, he doesn't always operate 

through speeches. 



SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well I understand that ,  of course. 

MR. DUPFEE: Along tha t  same l b e  Senator, you are a 

shrewd, experienced po l i t i ca l  -- and successful po l i t i ca l  

practit ioner for many years. D9 you honestly think that the 

Democrats hurt themselves or tha t  your Republican Party was 

helped by the outcome of the Strauss thing? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well l e t 3 s  put it on a l i t t l e  larger 

ground, Mr, Duffes. 

MR. DUPFEE: A l l  r ight,  put it-as large as  you want to. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I do not believe that  the Senate as  an 

ins t i tu t ion  helped i t s e l f  because I know Admiral Strauss. I 

think highly of him.  The President thinks highly of him. He 

served with Herbert Hoover, he served under I*ranklin Roosevalt, 

and under Harry Truman and now has served i.n various capacities 

under Dwight D. Eisenhower. A man doesn't change his charaoter, 

his complexion, W.8 outlook overnight. And  if  he brought that 

cconpetence t~ his job that gave him such breadth of service the 

Government -- 
MR. DUPEEE: Can I -- 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Why, it seems t o  me that  the Senate 

should have looked a l i t t l e  longer and a l i t t l e  more carefully 

before turning down kls nomination. 

W., CHURCH: Senator, may I go back Tor a moment t o  the 

question of the t ~ o  Republicans who voted against M r .  Strauss. 

United Press International says tha t  the Young Republican 



meeting out In  Denver I believe it was, by a voice vote 

overvthelmingly passed a resolution t o  censure Margaret Smith 

and Senat;or Langer 1as.c night. Would you agree with -- rha t  

would you have voted had you been a t  the Young Republican 

meeting? 

dE;ENATOK DLnKSi%: Had I been there I would have counseled 

them not t o  do it. 

iU. IWVXNS: Senator, I wonder i f  we could change f i e l d s  

just  a iitti;le D l t ,  IT6 have been t;t;mking aaout domestic po l i t i c s  

and I want; t o  get in to  inzernational a f f a i r s  f o r  just  a moment, 
. - 

In  view of what has happened a t  Geneva, Ln vview of this 

recess now un t l l  July U th ,  what is your feel ing about a 

possible s m i t  meeting regardless of what may happen with the 

Foreign MinfsCers? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: It s t i l l  remains a glowing hope, whether 

r t  w i l l  be consummated f s  q u i t e  anoi;her questlon, 

iv&. NOVIXS: lvhat would you consider t o  be a prime 

requis i te  f o r  a surmnit meeting a t  this stage? 

SE&&VO& DXKKSEN: Well, the President l a i d  down a format, 

He thougnt tnere ougnt t o  be specif ic  concrete and basic things 

Lo engage tne at tent ion of a summit conference. 

.-- a . 7  TiR, iil0v~:ua: Would just the removal of the Berlin threat  

be specif ic  anu tangiole enough? 

A 1 :  I am not, so sure vrhetncr tha t  v~ould be 

t rue  or not. 



MR. LAWRFNCE: Senator, you said that  the summit remained 

a glowing hope. I am unaware, and thfs  Government -- 
SENATOR DIRElSm: Oh, I said I have a glowhg hope. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well yes, that  is exactly what I was get t ing 

a t ,  sfr. I am unaware i n  the Government there has ever been 

a glowing hope fo r  z summit. I thought tha t  rather reluctantly 

we m i g h t  go if there was some progress a t  Geneva but  there 

hasn I t  been. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: well M r .  Lawrerice -- - 
MR. LAWRENCE: Surely the President -- 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Mr. ~awrence, of course tha t  doesn't 

prevent a person from hoping and hoping tha t  something m i g h t  

s t i l l  eventuate, t ha t  Mr. Gromyko and Jir. Khrushchev might 

relent a l i t t l e  i n  some of the positions they have taken and 

that  we'll  continue a firm stand and that  out of the clash of 

opinion tha t  w i l l  come s t i l l  a f t e r  the 13th of July, tha t  it 

w i l l  be no other deadlock but tha t  cer taln things w i l l  be spread 

on the agenda in to  which a summit conferenoe can get Its tee th  

and out of which we may st911 hope fo r  somethiiig. 

What e l se  is there, I ask you, i f  we don't hope and continue 

t o  labor and show a rare kind of res t ra in t?  Tile other end of 

it of course i s  a continuation of the cold war and whatever may 

go with lit. 

MR. LAItRE3JCE: Well sir, I suggest this  i s  not a question 

you should address t o  me but which you should address t o  your 



own Administration. I do not disagree with you tha t  pephaps 

there should be a glowing hope f o r  the  stmrm9t. But a11 I was 

t rying t o  po9nt out was t ha t  within the Government there was 

not suoh a hope. 

SENATOR DIIiKSETJ: Well, u n t i l  they lmer the boom I must 

continue t o  hope, tha t  goodwill w i l l  continue t o  manifest 

i t s e l f  and have its impact upon those who s t i l l  w i l l  sit arouna 

the council table  a t  Geneva and we might have something yet.  

MR. NOVINS: Senator, even tho-- the Geneva Foreign 

Ministers t a l k s  fa i l ed  t o  produce . - any apeernent so f a r ,  a t  l e a s t  

i n  the problem of Berlin, do you consider it a poss ib i l i ty  tha t  

a ~mit  t a l k  if it should occur might take up other subjects 

l i k e  nuclear t e s t  control, tha t  so r t  of thing? 

SENATOR DIRKSEM: Well, is  there  enough t o  engage a s m i t  

confe??ence? 

MR. NOVINS: That 's  my question t o  you, sir. 

SENATOR DIFXSEN: Yes. I don't know. And I don't believe 

anybody can t e l l  u n t i l  we see what comes a f t e r  the 13th of July. 

This may be a stalemate, 1 don't  know. 

MR. CK[TROW: Senator, you seem t o  be putt ing yourself up 

along with Senator h lbr ight  andl the Bri t ish Ebreim off ice  i n  

plugging almost f o r  a s m i t  meeting. This is i n  opposition 

if I am not mistaken,to the Administration stand. How cane? 
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SENATOR DIRKSEN: Here a r e  two ideologies, l e t  us say, 

f o r  siznplification, i n  the  world, and they have been i n  a 

s t a t e  of constant c lash more o r  l e s s  f o r  a long period of 

time, How s h a l l  the i ssue  be resolved, par t icu lar ly  when 

the  cold war i s  sharpened i n  the  economic f i e l d ?  Is tha t  

a l l  t he re  i s  f o r  our people t o  look fornard to, o r  a re  w e  

going t o  cui t inue t o  nurse our hopes and struggle as best 

we can? I always go back t o  a def in i t ion  t h a t  was put in ,  

i n  Admiral MahanCs book or. Sea Power; as I recal l .  He sa id  
-. 

war i s  a form of p o l i t i c a l  action. 

Well, an te r io r  t o  war, of co"urse, there  i s  constant 

p o l i t i c a l  ac t ion  i n  the form of negotiation i n  the  hope 

t h a t  t h i s  ul t imate  can be avoided, and t h a t t s  the  best I 

can say ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  

MR. NOVINS: Well, do you f e e l  any optimism fa the  f a c t  

t h a t  the  May 27th deadline has come and gone without any 

ser ious incident? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I think we have t o  be optimistic. 

Shal l  w e  announce t o  a l l  the  world through a megaphone tha t  

nothing except g r h ~  pessfmism suffuses t h i s  country, its 

people, i ts  leaders, and i ts negotiators? If t h a t ' s  the  

case, +,hen we?d jus t  a s  w e l l  have no summit conference and 

Khmshchev m i g h t  walk off with the laure ls .  

MR. ITOVINS: Senator, I donlt think anyone could c a l l  

you an i n t e ~ n a t i o n a l  prophet of gloom and doom, 



SENATOR DIRKSEN: Indeed not. 

MR. NOVINS: Thank you very much, indeed, sir, f o r  

coming here t o  FACE THE NATION. 

manks a l so  t o  our panel of' newsmen: 

To Warren Duffee, of the  United Press International;  

Wells Church, or' CBS News; and 

William H. Lawrence, of the  New Pork Times. 

This i s  Stuart  Novins. 

We inv i t e  you t o  join US nextweek a t  t h i s  same time 

when our ,guest w i l l  be Admiral Arthur Radford, Special - 
Consultant t o  the Secretary of Defense, and former Chairman 

of the  Joint  Chiefs of Staff .  

Our program today originated i n  Washington, 
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