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THE ANNOUNCER: Here comes t h e  fu tu re :  From Washington, 

D. C., we  present  COLLEGE NEWS CONFERENCE. Our  guest  today 

is t h e  Honorable Evere t t  McKinley Dirksen, Republican Senator 

from I l l i n o i s ,  who w i l l  meet our  co l l ege  r e p o r t e r s  i n  t h e i r  

unrehearsed news conference. Now here s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  Ruth 

Hagy is our Moderator, Peggy Whedon. 

MISS WHEDON: Hello, and welcome t o  COLLEGE NEWS CONFERENCE. 

I am Peggy Whedon, s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  Ruth Hagy who is on 

vacation. 

Our guest  today is Senate Republican l eader  Evere t t  

M. Dirksen of I l l ino i s .  Senator Dirksen, it is a g r ea t  

please t o  have you with us again. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Delighted t o  be back on COLLEGE %EWS 

CONFERENCE. 

MISS WHEDON: Now I would l i k e  you t o  meet our  panel of 

un ivers i ty  repor te r s .  From R o l l i ~ S  College, Nancy Nystrom. 

From Johns Hopkins Universi ty,  L e w i s  Gawthrop, From LDvea 

Park, I l l i n o i s ,  represent ing  t h e  American Legion Auxi l iary ' s  

1959 G i r l s  Nation, Darlene Senatre .  

SENATOB DIRKSEN: Peggy, you have t o  pause t h e r e  while I 

give a s p e c i a l  s a l u t e  t o  Darlene, I have been i n  her  home 

town j u s t  north of Rockford, I l l i n o i s ,  and I am de l igh ted  to  

see her here.  

MISS WHEDON: She was s e l e c t e d  because she  came from your 

s t a t e ,  Senator. 



3 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: That is r i g h t .  

MISS WIIEDON: From Georgetown Univers i ty ,  J e r r y  Williams, 

and from American Universi ty,  Holly O'Connor. 

A s  t h e  Minority Leader, Senator  Dirksen is respons ib i l e  

f o r  t h e  Republican program i n  t h e  Senate, a program t h a t  may 

decide t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f u tu r e  of t h e  Republican Pa r ty  i n  1960. 

So l e t ' s  begin t h e  quest ioning with Holly O'Connor. 

MISS O'CONNOR: Senator Dirksen, you and M r .  Halleck 

have spent  a good dea l  of news reel t i m e  a t t a ck ing  Democratic 

spenders f o r  feeding i n f l a t i o n a r y  fevers ,  

However desp i t e  your e f f o r t s  t he  Gallop P o l l  today shows 

t h e  vo t e r s  picked Democrats a s  t h e  pa r ty  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

keeping p r i ce s  down. Now do you concede t h a t  your anti-spending, 

an t i - in f l a t ionary  i s sue  is a f a i l u r e ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: No, I would j u s t  say t h a t  I would lose  

a l l  f a i t h  and confidence i n  t he  Gallop P o l l ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of 

t h e  e f f o r t s  t h a t  w e  have made and t h e  measures t h a t  we have 

contr ived i n  serving t h e  cause of a n t i - i n f l a t i o n  and economy. 

MISS O'CONNOR: Well, i f  you face  t h e  fearsome f a c t s ,  

haven't  t h e  Democratic leaders ,  Senator Johnson and Speaker 

Bayburn, with t h e i r  promises t o  c u t  t h e  P re s iden t ' s  budget 

by a b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  a c t u a l l y  snatched your i s sue  away from 

you? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: 1 doubt it very much. I t h i n k  i f  you 

look a t  t he  record you w i l l  discover t h a t  a f t e r  w e  made t he  
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i n i t i a l  f i g h t  they f e l l  back from one pos i t ion  t o  another and 

f i n a l l y  w e  got down t o  manageable proport ions i n  t he se  budget 

items s o  I r e f e r  t o  it on occasions a s  '*Operation Re t rea tw o r  

"Operation Fall-Back." 

MXSS O'CONNOR: What was your own r o l e  i n  bringing t h e  

Demcc r a t s  around? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Constantly s tanding by t h e  P re s iden t ' s  

budget. 

MR. GAWTIIROP: Senator, Senator J a v i t s  has r ecen t l y  

s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Republican Par ty  is concerned "I 

don't th ink  a s  ye t  it is c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  American 

minC with an a f f i rmat ive  program of its own." 

Do you agree w i t h  t h a t  s tatement ,  Senator? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Def in i t e ly  not.  I t h ink  we a r e  

i d e n t i f i e d  with a program. &r program goes back t o  t h e  

pb l i cy  i n  t h e  Convention of 1956. I t  is t h e  same fundamental 

program t h a t  it has always been and I t h ink  it is s u i t a b l y  

i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t he  public  mind w i t h  those bas ic  and fundamental 

th ings .  

MR. GAWTHROP: Well, Senator,  i s n ' t  it a f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

Democrats and Republicans a r e  s o  c lose  together  on i s sues  t h a t  

t h e  1960 P r e s i d e n t i a l  race is j u s t  going t o  reduce i t s e l f  

t o  one of pe rsona l i t i e s?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: You would not have thought so i f  you 

had taken good account of t h e  i n i t i a l  s tatements  made i n  

January when the 86"121 Congzess  bega an, because t h e r e  were s o  
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many th ings  t h a t  were proposed t h a t  have not eventuated a s  

y e t  and a r e  not l i k e l y  t o  eventuate,  meaning of course t h e  

program from t h e  o ther  s i d e  of t h e  a i s l e .  

Aa f o r  ouraelves,  w e  s tand exac t ly  where we stood l a s t  year . -. . - 
and t h e  year before,  and t h a t  gives implementation t o  t he  

f a c t  t h a t  our  program, I th ink,  is w e l l  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t he  

pub l ic  mind. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Senator,  another Gallop P o l l  made publ ic  

l a s t  week s a i d  t h a t  i f  e l e c t i o n s  were held today, a Democratic 

group composed of Adlai Stevenson f o r  President  and Senator 

J ack  Kennedy f o r  Vice President  would win over a combination 

o f  Nixon f o r  Pres ident  and Rockefeller f o r  Vice Pres ident .  

Now i n  view of t h i s  seeming lead,  how can t h e  Republicans 

hope t o  offmet t h i s ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, J e r ry ,  about t h e  best answer I 

c a n  give you i e  t h a t  it is st i l l  16 o r  17 months u n t i l  

e l e c t i o n  day, and oh how th ings  can change from month t o  month 

i n  t h i s  country: 

MISS WHEDON: Senator,  t h i s  br ings us  t o  our p r ize  

ninning le t ter  which has t o  do w i t h  e l e c t i o n  day. It comes 

t o  u s  from Mrs. R .  K. Bush, of 117 Anderson Street, Columbia, 

Missouri. For t h i s  le t ter  Mrs. Bush w i l l  receive a complete 

30-volume set of Encyclopedia Americana. She asks: 

"Back a t  t h e  1352 Republican Convention, you, along with 

o t h e r  backers of Sexator T a f t ,  lashed out  a t  Thomas E ,  Dewey 
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f o r  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  secur ing t h e  P re s iden t i a l  nomination f o r  

General Eisenhower. NOW it is widely repor ted  t h a t  Mr. Dewey 

may be t h e  king maker behind Governor Rockefeller a t  next 

yea r ' s  convention. Is h i s t o r y  repeat ing  i t s e l f ?  HOW do you 

exp la in  M r .  Dewey's considerable inf luence i n  t he  Republican 

Party,  and do you th ink.  it is good f o r  t h e  party?" 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, the answer t o  the f i r s t  part probably 
J S .  . 

is t h a t  it would be s t range  t h a t  a man who has servqd w i t h  

d i s t i n c t i o n ,  a s  Governor of h i s  s t a t e ,  wouldn't continue t o  

be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p o l i t i c s .  N o w  when it comes t o  inf luence,  

o r  behind t h e  scenes a c t i v i t y ,  t h a t  is a matter  on which I 

c a n ' t  very w e l l  comment because I do not know. I know, 

however, over a long experience i n  Washington t h a t  inf luence 

is assigned t o  o r  ar rogated  t o  t h i s  ind iv idua l  o r  t h a t ,  and 

t o o  o f t e n  the case  is highly overs ta ted  and t h e  inf luence 

is overra ted .  But it would be s t range  i f  M r .  Dewey a s  an 

American c i t i z e n  d i d n ' t  continue h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

l i f e .  And obviously he is f r e e  t o  s tand behind o r  t o  endorse 

o r  t o  select f o r  himself any candidate t h a t  he de s i r e s .  That 

is i n  the  good American t r a d i t i o n .  

MISS WHEWN: W i l l .  you chal lenge him i n  1960 should he 

propose Governor Rockefeller? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, t h a t  is a long ways o f f  and there 

a r e  s o  many deolsiocm t o  be made, and maybe t he r e  would be no 

occasion t o  chal lenge.  38ho knows? That is e n t i r e l y  i n  t he  
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MISS WHEDON: Darlene -- 
MISS SINATRE: You have Men  a f r i e n d  of Governor Nelson 

Rockefel ler  f o r  q u i t e  a long t i m e  and I would l i k e  t o  know, do you 

th ink he would accept  second place ,  or Vice President? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Darlene, I haven't  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  idea. 

Those a r e  ind iv idua l  dec i s ions  t h a t  t h e  ind iv idua l  i n  quest ion 

must make and what he would do under given circumstances, 

only t i m e  can d i sc lose .  

MISS NYSTROM: Senator  Dirksen, do you th ink  Vice President 

Nixon's t r i p  t o  Moscow has r a l l i e d  p o l i t i c a l  support behind 

him and advmceQ -h i s  p o l i t i c a l  and P r e s i d e n t i a l  prospects? 

SENATOR DIBKSEN: I t h i n k  he has done himself s i gn i f i c an t  

good. F i r s t ,  because he has exh ib i t ed  a tough-minded a t t i t ude ,  

h e  spoke up t o  Khrushchev, he accepted every challenge, he 

showed no t im id i t y ,  even though he was a gues t  i n  t h a t  

country.  And I t h i n k  he has helped our  cause. I th ink he 

has helped himself ,  and f rank ly  I am q u i t e  proud of h i s  

performance i n  t h e  Soviet  Union. 

MR. GAWTHROP: Granted, Senator ,  t h a t  he may have helped 

himself,  do you t h i n k  t h e  Vice President"  t a l k s  with 

Khruahchev have fu r the r ed  our  fo re ign  po l icy  with Russia i n  

any respects? 

SENATOR DIBKSEN: Y e s ,  I f rank ly  do, because I bel ieve 

o u r  pos i t i on  is best enhanced when w e  i nd i ca t e  our s t reng th  
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and do it courageously and i n  f o r t h r i g h t  s t y l e .  And s o  

t h e r e  was no weasling, t h e r e  was no t i m i d i t y  whatsoever on 

t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Vice Pres ident  and t h a t  i n  my judgment 

served our cause bes t .  

MISS O'CONNOR: Senator,  you made headl ines  t h i s  week 

when you t o l d  a Senate Jud i c i a ry  Subcommittee t h a t  i f  one 

of your cons t i t uen t s  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a quas i - jud ic ia l  

hearing before one of t h e  f ede ra l  r egu la to ry  commissions, 

t h e  na tu r a l  t h ing  t o  do would be f o r  you t o  make an off- the-  

record contact  with a commissioner, o r  a hearing examiner, 

whom you had met perhaps a t  a c o c k t a i l  pa r ty .  The ques t ion  

was, would you make t h e  same s o r t  of off-the-record 

approach t o  a f ede ra l  judge about a case  pending i n  h i s  court?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Holly, my f i r s t  comment is, I never 

cease t o  marvel over t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p l a i n  t r u t h  and p l a i n  

candor can ea rn  e d i t o r i a l s  and g e t  headlines.  I a l luded t o  a 

p r ac t i c e  t h a t  has been going on every  s i n c e  I came t o  t h i s  

town more than 26 years  ago. But t h e  answer is i n  t h e  

case of a f ede ra l  judge9 d e f i n i t e l y  not.  You see w e  serve  

here i n  a repreeen ta t ive  capaci ty .  we se rve  s o  many people. 

And t h e  emphasis t h a t  I placed on my comment was t h a t  when a 

proceeding is pending somewhere and your constituents want 

to  get some idea of what its s t a t u s  is, you make inquiry  without 

any endeavor t o  inf luence  anybody. I never f e l t  t h a t  I could 

inf luence them i n  4% f i r s t  p lace  because i f  I f e l t  by a 
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telephone c a l l  t h a t  I could inf luence someone who is i n  an 

a jud ica to ry  pos i t i on  i n  government, probably he ought not  

t o  be i n  government, a s  a matter  of f a c t .  

MISS OICONNOR: Since these  regu la to ry  commissioners 

have to come t o  Congress f o r  appropr ia t ions  and for reconfirmation, 

when you make inquiry  don't  you i n  f a c t  put  considerable pressure 

on them t o  decide i n  favor of your cons t i tuen t?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: You say do w e  i n  f ac t ?  

MISS O~CONNOR: Yes. Don't you i n  fact? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, the answer is very d e f i n i t e l y  No, 

because s o  o f ten ,  and more o f t e n  than  not ,  t he se  adversary 

s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  they speak of involve more than one of 

your own cons t i tuen t s ,  and obviously you wouldnlt want t o  be 

p a r t i a l  o r  take  one s i de  o r  t h e  o the r  under those  circumetances. 

And those  c a l l s  i n  t h e  main a r e  c a l l s  of inquiry,  because 

t h i s  is a b ig  and baf f l ing  and bewildering goverment and I t  

is not a t  a l l  s t r ange  t h a t  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  should g e t  a l i t t l e  

l o s t  because even Congressmen and Senators  of tent imes g e t  l o s t ,  

t o  a sce r t a in  where t o  go and l ea rn  who speaks with au tho r i t y  

on these  th ings .  

So you t r y  t o  inquire  and you h e l p  them t o  t h e  ex t en t  

t h a t  you can impart t o  them what t h e  s t a t u s  is. 

But i f  there is any be l i e f  t h a t  a mere telephone c a l l  of 

inquiry  inf luences  a hearing o f f i c e r ,  o r  an examiner, o r  a 

commissioner on 04s of tile regulatory agencies ,  w e l l  nothing 
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i n  my judgment could be fu r the r  from t h e  f a c t .  

MR. GAWTHROP: Well, Senator ,  I th ink  you a r e  being 

unduly modest here.  Cer ta in ly  a telephone c a l l  from t h e  

Senator Minority Leader -- t he  r i g h t  hand man t o  t h e  Pres ident  

-- must c a r r y  a c e r t a i n  amount of inf luence with it, j u s t  a s  

it d id  with t h e  Pres ident ' s  a ide ,  Mr. Sherman Adams. And 

it seems t o  m e  t h a t  t h a t  is what the whole case was about 

a s  f a r  a s  M r .  Adams was concerned. 

My point  is, won't you concede t h a t  t he r e  c e r t a i n l y  is 

a l o t  of pressure  behind a phone c a l l  -- even i f  it is 

implied -- not e x p l i c i t ?  

SENATOR DPRKSEN: No, L e w i s ,  I wouldn't concede -- and let's 

make it very personal.  Suppose you were a commissioner 

on one of t h e  regula tory  agencies l i k e  the Federal Trade 

Commission and I should c a l l  up and make inquiry  about a pending 

case ,  What would be your a t t i t u d e ?  

MR. GAWTXROP: Well, I would p re fe r  you t o  make the 

inquiry  i n  an o f f i c i a l  capaci ty r a t h e r  than -- 
SENATOR DIRKSEM: You tel l  m e  what would you do under t he  

circumstances? 

MR. GAWTHROP: Under t he  circumstances knowing t h a t  I had 

t o  appear before you possibly f o r  appropr ia t ions  f o r  my agency 

and a l s o  poss ib ly  f o r  Senate confirmation f o r  my reappointment, 

I t h i n k  I would give it se r ious  considerat ion.  

1 SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, then,  depending on how much 
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conaidera t ion  you gave, I th ink  a t  once you would confess  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  you shouldn' t  be i n  government i f  you were influenced 

so e a s i l y .  

MR. GAIATHROP: I still don' t  th ink,  Senator,  t h a t  uno f f i c i a l  

i n q u i r i e s  by pub l ic  se rvan t s ,  o r  publ ic  o f f i c i a l s  i n  l i f e  -- 
I mean they should be done i n  a more o f f i c i a l  capaci ty,  

wouldn't you say t h a t ?  I mean would you ob jec t  t o  any of 

t he se  i n q u i r i e s  being inse r ted  o f f i c i a l l y  i n t o  a public  

record? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I don' t  th ink  I would, a s  a matter 

of f a c t .  

MR. WILLIAMS: The U. S. Court of appeals  i n  t h e  recent  

Sangaman ( 7 )  TV case  held t h a t  adversary proceedings by t he  

regu la to ry  agencies  a r e  of a j u d i c i a l  na ture  and a l l  tho 

j u d i c i a l  process procedures apply, including a probibi t ion  

aga in s t  off-the-record communications with t he  judge. 

Would you make t h e  same kind of off-the-record approach 

t o  a f e d e r a l  judge about a case i n  t h e  cour t  on which he is 

s i t t i n g  i n  judgment? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I f  it is a case  between one o r  two 

people o r  even more people, on an adversary proceeding before 

a f e d e r a l  judge, very d e f i n i t e l y  not. Here, however, you a r e  

dea l i ng  with a pub l ic  l i cense  issued by t h e  government t o  a 

TV s t a t i o n .  That is public  business. Somebody c a l l a  

and wants to make B ~ ~ u i z r y ,  I could never see the re  was 
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anything wrong i n  making an inquiry  because a l l  you t r y  t o  do 

is g e t  t h e  f a c t s  and convey those  f a c t s .  You become 

nothing more than  a t ransmission belt. 

MISS WHEDON: I don' t  q u i t e  understand then why you would 

ob j ec t  t o  having t he se  i n q u i r i e s  put i n  a public  record f o r  

a11 t h e  pub l ic  t o  see. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I have never gone i n  f o r  concealment 

of anything t h a t  I do. Your l i f e  here  is l i k e  a go ld f i sh  

and consequently I never mind d i sc losure .  

MR. GAWTHROP: Well, Senator ,  i n  connection with t h i s  

you s t a t e d  t h a t  you f e e l  t h a t  your usefulness  i n  public  

l i f e  w i l l  end i n  t h e  event t h a t  Congress should happen t o  

pass  a law which would prevent you from making these  uno f f i c i a l  

approaches t o  o f f i c i a l s  on behalf of your cons t i tuen t s .  

Would you say  t h a t  t h i s  is an  example o f  modern 

Republicanism, sir, and may w e  a l s o  assume t h a t  t h e  President 

shares  your b e l i e f s  on t h i s ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: N u m b e r  one, I haven't  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  

idea what t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  be l i e f  is on t h i s  score.  Number 

two, it has p r e c i s e l y  nothing t o  do with modern Republicanism. 

or any o the r  kind of Republicanism, and t h i r d  perhaps my s t a t e -  

ment should have been modified t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I might say 

some of  t h e  use fu lness  goes ou t  f o r  t h e  very  good reason t h a t  

i n  a r ep re sen t a t i ve  capac i ty  you a r e  j u s t  t r y ing  t o  serve 

your people back h o q  and when you do it without any i n t en t  
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to  influence, pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  an adversary proceeding -- 
t h a t  has been going on s o  long, and comes within the  framework 

df representat ive  government. 

MISS O'CONNOB: The House Labor Commit tee  has j u s t  reported 

out  a labor reform b i l l  which is considerably watered down 

from the  Senate-approved version. I wondered, i f  the House 

passes t h i s  Committee b i l l ,  what w i l l  be your a t t i t u d e  i n  

Conference Committee? Do you feel t h a t  t he  House b i l l  is 

be t t e r  than no b i l l ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: My a t t i t u d e  would be about the same 

t h a t  I have expressed pr iva te ly  and publ ic ly ,  even before 

the  Senate f i n a l l y  concluded its act ions  on t h e  b i l l  t ha t  

w e  sent  t o  the  House. I thought t h e  Senate b i l l  was weak. I 

thought it was inadequate. I fe l t  t h a t  it did  not meet t h e  

challenges on the  labor-management reform horizon today, 

and so i n  proportion a s  the  House waters down the  Senate - 
version, w e  ge t  even fu r the r  from the goal  we hope t o  

rea l ize .  

MISS O'CONNOR: Is it so bad you would advise t h e  

President to veto it i f  the b i l l  is watered down -- 
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SENATOR DIRKSEN: Holly, I cannot t e l l  you because at the 

moment my best information is a l i t t l e  s t a t i s t i c a l .  I under- 

stood the House Labor Conrmittee wrote 104 amendments I n t o  the 

b i l l .  I cannot imagine, of course, tha t  most of those o r  

even a good share of them were designed t o  s t reng then  the b i l l .  

I am quite aertain they did very l i t t l e  if anything with 

secondary boycotts, with the so-called nomansland cases and 

the so-called blackmail picketing issue and those are the 

things that have crowded upon the attention and ingratiated 

themselves into the in teres ts  of the people and unless Congress 

does something about it, I think i t  fails in that f ie ld .  

MR. WILLIAMS: Senator, on the other hand i f  the House 

passes a more stringent labor b i l l ,  what do you think w i l l  

happen in the conference? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: W e l l ,  you never know u n t i l  you haw gone 

Into conference, you have been there f o r  awhile and everybody 

has had an opportunity t o  express at least agleliminary opinion 

and estimate, and the thing begins t o  bottom down and then you 

can t e l l  bet ter ,  

MR. GAWTHROP: Senator, since you w i l l  be one of the 

conferees -- probably w i l l  be one of the conferees -- could 

you t e l l  us what your position would be? 

SENATOR D ~ K S Z N :  I w i l l  be f o r  the strongest b i l l  that we 

MISS NPSTROH: Senator Dirksen, do you personally f ee l  that 



the Congress should pass a b i l l  that is capable of controling 

labor leaders such as  Jbmie  Hoffa, even i f  It is aver the 

decision of organized labor? 

SENATOR DI~XSEN: Very defini tely so. And that  is one 

o f  the things we had in mind by the various amendments that 

were offered, when the b i l l  was under consideration in the 

Senate. Unfortunately we failed. We could not get enough . 
votes t o  write those amendments into the Senate Version, 

but we must deal with it, even as we had t o  deal W i t h  the 

monopoly power of big business a great many years ago. Today 

we have big government, we have big business and we have big 

labor. There must be that degree of decent regulation without 

infringing upon the r ights  of the average worker, but at the 

same time protecting those rights against leaderso when there 

is trespass on those rights.  

MISS SINATRE : Since the administration favor8 neither 

the Senate b i l l  or  the House version, does this mean that 

the PmsSdent w i l l  veto e i ther  one? 

S&ATOR DIRKSEN : Darlene, t h i s  gives me a good chance t o  

say w h a t  I have said on other occasions J but it d i m f  t reach 

out f a r  en-. I am never advised whether the President is 

golllg to  veto a b i l l  o r  not. I do not ask him. He does not 

volunteer the information u n t i l  it is on h i s  desk and he has 

had a chance t o  examine and analyze it, along with h i s  adviaore 

and a ~ s o c i a t e s  so I woulc?n't h o w  what the President Would do but 
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I can say  t h i s  by way of a f f i rmat ive  response t o  your ques t ion  

t h a t  t h e  Administration b i l l  which was s e n t  up t o  t h e  H i l l  

e a r l y  i n  t h e  s e s s ion  had provisions r e l a t i n g  t o  blackmai&- 

p icke t ing  and secondary boycotts and s o  f o r t h ,  and was 

i n f i n i t e l y  s t ronger ,  and my deepest r e g r e t  is t h a t  w e  d id  

not get t h a t  b i l l  through t h e  Senate and over t o  t h e  House. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Senator, do you th ink  either of t h e  present  

b i l l s  -- t h a t  is, the  one before the  House and t he  Senate -- is 

adequate t o  d e a l  with labor l eaders  such a s  M r .  Hoffa, and 

t h e  abuses revealed by t he  Committee? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: In  my judgment and i n  s o  f a r  a s  

I am f ami l i a r  with what t h e  House has done t o  t h e  b i l l ,  t h e  

answer would be No. 

MISS OICONNOR: Do you t h ink  it w i l l  cramp M r .  Hoffa 's 

s t y l e  even a l i t t l e  bi t?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Holly, t h a t  is one of those personal  

ques t ions  t o  which I couldn ' t  g ive  you a Fsa l l y  good answer. 

I wouldn't know, a s  a matter  of f ac t .  

MR. GAmIIROP: Senator,  t h i s  morning's news s t a t e s  t h a t  

Hoffa is going to organize a p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  committee i n  

t h e  Teamsters t o  prepare f o r  t he  Congressional e l ec t i ons  i n  

1960. How e f f e c t i v e  do you t h ink  such a c t i o n  would be? 

Does t h i s  d isburb  you personally? 

SENATOR DIBKSEN: I t  has never d is turbed me .  I have 

seen it happen before i n  o the r  f ie lds ,  but I want t o  make 
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t h i s  genera l  comment: When W e  get t o  t h a t  day, t h a t  each 

l a rge  economic group i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  has a p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i o n i s t  group, then  it becomes olily a ques t ion  of time of 

who has  t h e  l a r g e s t  group, who w i l l  con t ro l  government, and 

when t h a t  day comes, we a r e  going to be i n  a so r ry  s t a t e .  

MR. GAWTHRCP: Then I i n f e r  then t h a t  you a r e  opposed 

t o  such groups a s  labor  groups having their own p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i o n  committee? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I would never deny t o  a group, never 

deny t o  an  ind iv idua l  a r i g h t  t o  t ake  p o l i t i c a l  ac t ion  because 

it is a f r e e  represen ta t ive  country,  where represen ta t ives  

a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  l o c a l  s t a t e  and nat ional ,  a r e  selected, and 

who have their funct ions  i n  government -- Congress a s  an 

example has t h e  exclus ive  law-making funct ion  i n  t he  federa l  

government. But when it c a r r i e s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  point  where 

it w i l l  dominate, and t h e  answer is "You w i l l  either 

give ua t h i s ,  o r  else," then of course we begin t o  throw our 

economy i n t o  t h e  s t r a i t j a c k e t  of what a s i n g l e  group wants 

and t hen  t h e  f i g h t i n g  w i l l  r e a l l y  s t a r t ,  Lewis.  

MR. GAWTIIRQP: And Senatorsyou would a l s o  apply these 

remarks t h a t  you j u s t  made t o  such groups a s  t he  American 

Farm Bureau and t h e  National Association of Manufacturers? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: P would say any l a rge  economic group. 

MISS Q'CONPIBR: Is there any bas i s  to  t h e  repor t  t h a t  

s e v e r a l  l ead ing  B e p b l i c a n  Senators a r e  planning t o  run 
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f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  next year on right-to-work platforms? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I n  s o  f a r  a s  I know, Holly, I do not 

t h i n k  so. 

MISS O'CONNOR: And considering t h e  way t h e  i s sue  

boomeranged l a s t  year ,  would you advise agains t  reviving i t ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEM: Well, you would have t o  r e f i n e  your 

ques t ion  a l i t t le .  When you say on a right-to-work platform, 

you d idn ' t  i n d i c a t e  whether you mean a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  o r  

a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  l eve l .  

MISS O'CONNOR: A t  t h e  s t a t e  l eve l .  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: A t  t h e  s t a t e  l eve l .  

That I could not t e l l  you. There hasn ' t  been too  much 

sentiment c e r t a i n l y  i n  t he  Senate o r  i n  t h e  House about a 

f e d e r a l  right-to-work s t a t u t e ,  because I th ink  everybody is 

p r e t t y  w e l l  aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you j u s t  bui ld  up 

another bureaucracy. Trying t o  enforce it and implement it 

from Washington through t h e  country would be beset with g rea t  

d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and besides, it is dubious whether it would be 

advisable  a s  such. 

MR. WILLIAMS: T h i s  week GOP Senators  J a v i t s  and C a p h a r t  

b l a s t ed  Pres iden t  Eisenhower's housing ve to  message. Were 

you consulted i n  t h e  d r a f t i n g  of t h i s  message? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Do you mean t h e  message of Senator 

Capehart o r  t h e  ve to  message? 

MR. WILLIAMS: The veto  message. 
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SENATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, d e f i n i t e l y  not. We have had a l o t  

of discussion6 about housing a t  t h e  l eadersh ip  conferences a t  

the White House, but I have not been consulted on t h a t  o r  

any o ther  ve to  message. 

MR. W I L L I A M S :  Senator Capehart s a i d  he was not consulted. 

Why was he not consulted? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I do not know. 

MR. WILLIAMS: H e  i s  t h e  housing exper t .  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I am not sure it is t h e  custom fo r  

the President  t o  consul t  a l e g i s l a t i v e  branch about a ve to  

message because they were responsib le  f o r  the  l e g i s l a t i o n  

i n  the  first ins tance .  

MISS WEEDON: Senator, do you a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  Democrats 

may be ab l e  t o  l i n e  up enough vo tes  t o  over r ide  the  Pres ident ' s  

ve to  on the housing b i l l ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: That you can not  t e l l  f o r  t he  moment. 

I th ink  their chances i n  the  House would be somewhat less than 

they a r e  i n  the Senate,  but you never know how many switches 

and changes t h e r e  w i l l  be u n t i l  it is t i m e  t o  vo te  on the veto  

message. 

MISS NYSTROM: Senator Dirksen, on J u l y  9 s e c r e t a r y  

Herter announced t h a t  he would l i ke  the ab l e  ca ree r  man and 

exper t  on Russian a f f a i r s ,  Ambassador Charles  Bohlen, a s  

h i s  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t .  Why d id  you oppose Ambassador Bohlen's 

appointment, and wasn't t h a t  a s l a g  a t  Secre ta ry  Herter and 
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our  supposedly b ipa r t i s an  fore ign policy? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Nancy, I am a f r a i d  you a r e  wrong on 

two counts. In  t h e  first place  I d idn ' t  oppose it a s  such 

because there was nothing before us.  I f  he was going t o  be 

an  advisor ,  t h a t  was something f o r  M r .  Xerter t o  determine, 

but i f  somebody wants t o  know what t h e  general  sentiment is 

i n  a good many q u a r t e r s  on Capi to l  H i l l ,  I f e e l  r a t h e r  duty- 

bound to  so ind i ca t e  it. So it was not a s l a p  a t  Mr. Herter 

and a s  f o r  M r .  Bohlen, I can only say t h a t  i f  and when h i s  

name should be s u h i t t e d ,  I might have some comment t o  

make, but up t o  t h i s  good hour, I th ink it has been mainly 

conversat ion i n  s o  f a r  a s  I know. 

MR. GAWTHROP: Senator, do you feel t h a t  t h e  Republicans 

w i l l  have t o  make a dea l ,  so  t o  speak, with the  Southern 

Democrats on the c i v i l  r ights i s sue  i n  order  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  

Pres iden t ' s  ve to  on housing? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, L e w i s ,  I must be a s  emphatic a s  I 

can, t h a t  never a r e  t he r e  any dea l s  of any kind. We do not 

deal .  It  is everybody f o r  h imse l f .  We know p r e t t y  well what 

w e  want t o  do, and I u t t e r  the hope t h a t  perhaps we can ge t  

a c i v i l  r i g h t s  b i l l  out  of the  Senate Jud ic ia ry  Committee 

to  the Senate floor, and t h a t  we can enact  it before t h i s  

s e s s ion  terminates .  

MISS OICONNOB: well, Senator Johnson seems t o  see some 

dea l ing  ahead i n  the c i v i l  r ights  i s sue  i n  t h a t  he announced 
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today t h a t  Republicans and Democrats w i l l  agree on a b i l l  

before t h e  end of t h i s  sess ion .  I wonder on what kind of 

grounds can you Republicans Come toge ther  with t h e  Southern 

Democratic leadership? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, Holly, I wouldn't say  f o r  a moment 

t h a t  t h a t  kind of language would c o n s t i t u t e  deal ing,  o r  a 

desire t o  d e a l  by t h e  very d i s t ingu iehed  Majority Leader. 

I t h ink  I can say f o r  h i m ,  he would l ike  t o  have a c i v i l  

r i gh t6  b i l l .  For myself I t h i n k  I can s ay  I would l i k e  t o  

see a c i v i l  r i g h t s  b i l l .  The ques t ion  is, what can  you 

con t r ive  i n  every case,  o r  what can you pass through t h e  

Senate o r  through the House. 

MISS O'CONNOR: That was my ques t ion .  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: It becomes an  exe rc i s e  i n  what they 

c a l l  "The a r t  of t h e  possible ."  

MISS O'CONNOR: Well, what do you t h i n k  w i l l  be poss ib le  

t h i s  session? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: W e l l ,  I am hopeful  t h a t  t he r e  w i l l  be a 

c i v i l  r i g h t s  b i l l .  How much w i l l  go i n t o  it ie another 

ques t ion ,  because I am c e r t a i n l y  not  i n sens ib l e  of t h e  v a r i e t i e s  

and of t he  emotionalism t h a t  goes along wi th  t h a t  i s sue ,  

MR. WILLIAMS: Senator ,  you r e c e n t l y  s a i d  t h a t  a summit 

conference s t i l l  remained a glowing hope. I n  view of t he  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Big Four fo re ign  min i s t e r s  conference seems t o  

be proceeding from crisis to crisis, do you still have t h i s  
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glowing hope? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, d e f i n i t e l y .  J e r ry ,  what would you 

do without hope? And t h e  conference w i l l  not have f a i l e d  

u n t i l  they have packed t h e i r  bags and s t a r t e d  home. So 

w e  must wait .  And who knows what t h e  impact of t h e  Nixon 

v i s i t  w i l l  be upon t h e  thirnking of M r .  Wlrushchev. 

MISS WHEDON: On t h a t  op t imi s t i c  note,  I am a f r a i d  w e  

have t o  b r ing  t h i s  to a c lose .  

Senator  Dirksen, thank you s o  much f o r  a very i n t e r e s t i n g  

in terview and thank you panel f o r  your i n t e r e s t i n g  quest ions.  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Thank you Peggy, and thanks t o  t h e  

panel. 

MISS WHEDQN: For you a t  home who would l i k e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n  COLLEGE NEWS CONFERENCE, p lease  send your quest ions on 

na t i ona l  and i n t e rna t i ona l  a f f a i r s  t o  Encyclopedia Americana, 

Box 83, Washington 4, D. C. 

The prize-winning ques t ion  w i l l  r ece ive  a complete, hand- 

somely bound 30-volume set of Encyclopedia Americana. 

We hope you w i l l  a l l  be with us  again  next week when 

Ruth Hagy w i l l  be back t o  moderate and o w  guest w i l l  be 

Senator.Jacob K. J a v i t s ,  Republican of New York. Unt i l  then 

good bye and a good week from Buth Hagy, Peggy Whedon and a l l  

t h e  co l l ege  correspondents of COEILEGE NEWS CONFERENCE. 

THE ANNOUNCER: You have j u s t  seen COLLEGE NEWS CONFEBENCE, 

where t h e  l e ade r s  of tomorrow meet t h e  l eaders  of today. 
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