


t h e r e  Is no  d i f f e r e n c e  about  o b j e c t i v e s ,  b u t  we recommenaed 

t h a t  t h e r e  be a Kennedy-type qua ran t ine  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  P o r t  of 

Hyphong is  concerned, and then s p e c i f i c a l l y  recommended t h a t  we 

use  convent iona l  nava l  and a i r  power t o  bomb s t r a t e g i c  

t a r g e t s  i n  c r i t i c a l  t a r g e t  a r e a s .  

MR. BRUNER: You a r e  p leased ,  then ,  w i th  t h e  l a t e s t  -- 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Indeed I am p leased  and I suppor t  i t .  

I thought  i t  should have been done long  ago.  Because t h a t  was -- 
seven months ago that we made t h a t  s t a t emen t  and we a r e  g e t t i n g  

around t o  t h i s  bombing on ly  now ."- 
Now I am n o t  c r i t i c a l  of t h a t  d e l a y ,  I o n l y  s a y  t h a t  

t h a t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  b e s t  concensus t h i n k i n g  of Republican 

l e a d e r s  from a l l  over  t h e  country .  
~. 

M R ,  MORGAN: The p o r t  of  Kgphong has  n o t  y e t  been quarsn-  

t i n e d ,  mined o r  bombed, Do you t h i n k  i t  must be? 

SENATOR DIRESEN: Well, l e t q s  w a i t  and s e e  what t h e  n e t  

r e s u l t  of t h e  two bombing strikes w i l l  b e .  

Now we have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  morale Is d i m l n i s h h g  

r a t h e r  r a p i d l y  In  North V i e t  Nam. I n  f a c t  t he  t was d i s c l o s e d  

t o  us a t  that l a s t  b r i e f i n g  s e s s i o n  which was t h r e e  weeks a g o  

tomormw a t  t h e  White House. You m y  remember that I had t o  

h a r r a s s  the P r e s i d e n t  a l i t t l e  In  o r d e r  t o  g e t  the j o i n t  

l e a d e r s h i p  back t h e r e  bu t  we d i d .  Among o t h e r  t h i n g s  we d iu -  

covered that i n  t h e  i n t e rv i ews  of t h e s e  V i e t  Cong p r i s o n e r s  

~ l m o s t  un i formly ,  now, t h e y  were t a l k i n g  abou t  what was 



lmppenlng t o  the  morale i n  North V i e t  Nam. 

V i D  BRUNER : Well, then, you th ink the c r e d i b i l i t y  gap 

that you have described i s  no longer a problem? You th ink now 

you a r e  g e t t i n g  the  information you need? 

SENATOR IlaKSEN: We a r e  g e t t i n g  the  information w e  need. 

I have s o  s t a t e d ,  You see i t  took a long time t o  get that 

j o i n t  meeting s o  t h a t  tre were f ~ l l y  advised of what the exac t  

impact of our  ac t i on  was, 

MR, MORGAN: I n  o the r  words, ?pu t h ink  the Pres ident  is  

now l eve l i ng  with t h e  people and probably doing s o  because of 
"- 

your p r i o r  c r i t i c i sm?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I wonPt sag t h a t  he has not  levelec 

with t he  people before ,  There is such a th ing a s  not q u i t e  

d i s c lo s ing  a l l  t he  th ings  t h a t  we t h ink -wes~agh t  t o  know. - He 

m y  have q u i t e  o the r  ideas.  That s t i l l  doesn ' t  open him t o  

t he  charge of l eve l ing .  It i s  only t h a t  it gives us ammuni- 

t i o n  and it f o r t i f i e s  us because we a r e  not  only access ib le  t o  

t he  public b u t  i n f i n i t e l y  more aocess ib le  then he and of colame 

when you go back home the r e  a r e  people -- and t h i s  is the  Boo 1 

top ic  i n  t h e i r  minds, and you have got  t o  have something marre 

than a s u p e r f i c i a l  answer. 

M R ,  .MORGAN: Senator,  t h e  Pres ident  s a id  t h a t  t h i s  bombing 

was aeceasary  becausa we had t o  r a i s e  t h e  p r i ce  of aggression 

a t  t h e  s o m e e ,  A t  every p r i o r  time t h a t  we have increased our 

s t reng th ,  the  enemy has m e t  the price.  What i f  the  enemy 



con t inues  t h e  p r i c e  and we run o u t  of  t a r g e t s  i n  North Viet; 

Nam? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well ,  now, we w i l l  'know whether o r  n o t  

t h e  enemy w i l l  meet t h e  p r i c e .  The e a s i e s t  way t o  determine 

i t  is  whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  i s  a  sudden c e s s a t i o n  i n  t h a t  
V i e t  Cong 

s t e a d y  m r c h  of v e h i c l e s  and s o l d i e r s  down t h e  Ho C h i  

Minh T r a i l ,  part o f  which goes through Cambodia. 

Now t h e  l a s t  f i g u r e  we had w a s ~ . t h a t  t h e  i n f i l t r a t i o n  w 3 s  --~ 
about  4500 a  month, and that has  been r a t h e r  cons t an t .  Now 

we w i l l  watch and see what t h e  e ' r fec t  i s  go ing  t o  be. When 

you f i n d  e diminut ion  i n  t h a t  e f f o r t  then you know t h a t  t h e  

strikes have been exceed ing ly  e f f e c t i v e ,  The on ly  way you v i l l  

g e t  f u e l  down there then w i l l  be on t h e  backs of c o o l i e s  i n  
- -- 

t h e  form of heavy drums of g a s o l i n e  and t h a t  w i l l  be e q u a l l y  

t r u e  when you t r y  t o  f u e l  your a i r p l a n e s ,  

MR. BRUNER: Bu t  Sena to r ,  one of t h e  b i g g e s t  concer rs ,  

before ,  las t  Janua ry ,  when t h e  doves i n  t h e  House and t h e  

3enate  s e n t  t h e i r  le t ter  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a sk ing  a  cont inua-  

t i o n  o f  t h e  bombing pause,  one o f  t h e i r  concerns was whethell 

w n o t  Red China might come i n t o  t h e  war on the  s i d e  of t h e  

Yorth Vietnamese.  Now If we con t inue  t h e  heavy bombing 

r a i d s  i n  North  Vietnam, does t h a t  n o t  b r i n g  Red China c l o s e r  t o  

l av ing  t o  meke a  d e c i s i o n ?  

SENATOR DLRKSEDT? I s e e  no reason why, 1 have never  been 

too  seriously d i s p o s e d  ove r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  have been 



c o n s t a n t l y  made t h a t  it i s  a n  open . l n v l t a t l o n  t o  b r i n g  Red Chini 

i n t o  t h i s  c o n f l i c t .  After a l l ,  Red China is  vu lne rab le  i n  

h e r  own r i g h t .  Here s h e  has set up t h e s e  n u c l e a r  i n s t a l l a t J . o n s  

and obviously we know where t h e y  a r e  because of t h e  e f f e c t l v e -  

nes s  o f  o u r  rezonna issance .  

Xow suppose i t  should  happen and you had t o  go i n  and 

bomb o u t  a l l  t h e s e  installations, t h e  f r u i t  o f  a long-time 

l abo r?  Red Chlna d o e s n v t  have a n y a l n g  much t h a t  is d l s p o s s b l e  

except  manpower, and m l l l l o n s  of i t .  But  when a l l  Is s a i d  and 
.,- 

done wl thout  weapons, what  Is i t  l i k e ?  

MR. MORGAN: Tomorrow Is t h e  F o u r t h  of d u l y  and indepm-  

3ence Day would h a r d l y  be independence Day wi thout  a Uirksen 

speech somewhere. Have you g o t  one booked fsr t h e  Fourth?  

ShNAl'OR I)IHT;SEN\I: W e l l ,  l e t  me s a y  1 had one booked anti 

s t r a n g e l y  enough 1 had It booked f o r  t h e  F o u r t h  o f  J u l y ,  1955, 

Phe same p l ace ,  the same speech,  perhaps ,  f o r  1966. But a 

year ago,  two days o r  a day  b e f o r e  t h e  F o u r t h  of J u l y ,  I was 

Ln an ambulance on the way t o  Wal t e r  Reed H o s p i t a l  because o f  

recurrance o f  those  i n t e s r i n a l  spasms, T h i s  yea r  I was s o  

m f o r t u n a t e  a s  t o  tumble o u t  of that high-geared bed i n  t h e  

3ame h o s p i t a l  and c a m  ? ~ p  w i t h  a f r a c t u r e d  h i p  and I am a s  f u l l  

)f hardware a s  a c o u n t r y  hardware s t o r e  -- t h i n k i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  

) a i l s  and o t h e r  gadgetry t h e y  p u t  i n ,  because they  n a i l e d  me 

;oge t h e r  . 



MR, MORGAN: So you a r e  n o t  go ing  t o  make a Four th  of 

J u l y  Speech, Th i s  w i l l  be t h e  second time i n  how m n y  yeaas  

tha  t you haven t ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: 3: suppose s i n c e  e t e r n i t y ,  But you taw 

me hobble i n  he re  on c r u t c h e s ,  i n  a wheelchair ,  and t h e  survqeon 

d o n s t  l ike the idea  o f  me g e t t i n g  v e r y  f a r  from a medical  tlase 

f a r  one th ing ,  o r  clamoring around on a i r p l a n e s  f o r  a n o t h e r ,  s o  

I have g o t  t o  be c o n t e n t .  But  I w i l l  be thinking,  I w i l l  b e  .-- 
rumina t ing  about  t h a t  g r e a t  day,  which i s  the g r e a t s 8  t day i n  

o u r  c i v i l  c a l enda r .  - 
PIR. BRUmER : 1s t h i s  go ing  t o  a l s o  a f f e c t  your campaigning 

t h i s  f a l l ,  Sena tor?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, Wally, I am a f r a i d  s o  because them 
--_ . 

---. _ 
comes a time when t h i s  hardware has t o  come o u t  and I r a t h e r  

dread t h e  thought  because then there w i l l  be a n o t h e r  conval-  

escence  per iod .  How long,  X c a n 3 t  sag, b u t  it w i l l  be a good 

many weeks b e f o r e  commencement Por me. 

I t  Now i f '  you ask me whet Commencement" i s ,  it i s  when 1 

gradua te  from c r u t c h e s  t o  a cane ,  

MR, MORGAN: Cont inu ing  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  b u s i n e s s  f a r  

j u s t  a minute before we have to  i n t e r r a p t ,  S e n a t o r  Dirksen,  

s i n c e  you can t a k e  sowwha t  o f  a de t a t ched  view of the campaign 

i n  f l l i n o i s ,  bow do you judge the Percy  Douglas race a t  t h i s  

po in t ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN e Well, shouldn t mention th i s  because 



., 
I 

it i s  my own e s t i m a t e  before  I even hew it, b u t  somebody o n l y  

t h i s  morning, wi th in  t h e  l a s t  hal f -hour ,  gave me a l i t t l e  

f i l l - i n  I am of t h e  opinion t h a t  o u r  Republican c a n d i d a t e  

i s  go ing  t o  win. And now t o  fill i n ,  I unders tand t h e s e  

e a r l y  p o l l s  show our  candida te  i n  a p r e f e r r e d  p o s i t i o n .  

* +  * 

MR. MORGAN: Sena to r  Dirksen,  you have been a T a f t  R e -  

publ ican,  an  Eisenhower Republican, a Goldwater Republican,  

and some people  even c a l l  you a Lgndon Johnson Republ ican.  

What i s  your d e f i n i t i o n  of a Dirksen Republican? 
. - 

SETJATOR DIRXSETJ : Well, a garden v a r i e t y  o f  Republican 

who takes s e r i o u s l y  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  of h i s  pa r ty ,  t h e  p r e c e p t s  

of Abraham Lincoln and very  no tab ly ,  of course ,  h i s  constant ;  

snd un remi t t i ng  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  Declara-  

t i o n  of Independence, and t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s .  

lnd i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  is  a good n o t e  t o  strike, be- 

:ause we a r e  on t h e  t h r e s h o l d  of Independence Day, 

Wasn't i t  Lincoln ,  when he s tood  i n  Independence H a l l  i n  

Philadelphia who s a i d  i f  he had t o  g i v e  up those  p r i n c i p l e s  

i e s d  r a t h e r  d i e  on t h e  spo t?  And mind you, he was on the way 

t o  t h i s  man P s  town t o  take t h e  o a t h  as P r e s i d e n t  o f  the Un i t ed  

j t a t e s ,  bu t  he ded ica t ed  himself  t o  i t ,  n o r  d i d  he e v e r  d e p a r t ,  

is a me t t e r  o f  f a c t .  

MR. BRUNER: Sena tor ,  though, I t h i n k  you w i l l  concede, 

ind I w i l l  s a y  i t  i n  a complimentary way, t h a t  a few y e a r s  



back -- f don ' t  know j u s t  how many ; perhaps you can t e l l  us  -- 
you suddenly seemed t o  rise above t h e  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c a l  pf.c- 

t u r e  and now you a r e  i n  t h i s  r a r i f i e d  atmosphere of s t a t e s n ~ a n -  

s h i p .  When d i a  t n i s  come abou t  and what brought i t  absnt,? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN n Oh, Wally, I don t know. Maybe it I s  

i n t r o s p e c t i v e  , 

You know, I have a f a v o r i t e  q u o t a t i o n ,  o f t  tiaes, :{hen 

't 
I am thoroughly  f r u s t r a t e d  1 can s a y  a s  Soloman s a i d ,  Lz:'ra, gi7 

-.-i 

,I Thy s e r v a n t  an  unders tanding h e a r t ,  and when you get, en  

unders tanding h e a r t  and you g e t  -perception and some wisdom 

a f t e r  t h e  manner of Aristotlo, of cou r se  t h e  road  is i n f i n i $ e l y  

e a s i e r  than i t  o therwise  would be .  But I t h i n k  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  

happens,  You see age  g i v e s  pe r spec t iva ,  to_oo, You look  back - -_ 
- 

and you t h i n k  abou t  t h e  people who were he re  before we we?; 

he re ,  who b u i l t  themselves i n t o  t h e  roads, the  b r i d g e s ,  t he  

f i e l d s ,  t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  eve ry th ing  that constit1.1tes America, 

and t h e y  made t h e i r  s a c r i f i c e  and then t h e y  moved o f f  i n t o  

i n f i n i t y ,  and then came ano the r  g e n e r a t i o n .  So j u s t  t h i n k ,  

we a r e  t h e  l e g a t i e s  o f  a l l  t hose  who have been i n  t h i s  zo lmtry  

be fo re ,  s o  we have a n  o b l i g a t i o n  to the  past, that. we so rea3ilg 

f o r g e t ,  today.  And wi th  i t  goes a concomitant  d u t y  t.o ths 

f u t u r e  and t h a t  we are l i k e l y  t o  f o r g e t ,  But when we remmber 

it ,, I t h i n k  it begins  t o  s t a b i l i z e  your views and beg ins  t o  

s e t  you up on h ighe r  ground. Whether you l i k e  it o r  no t ,  i t  

becomes a l m o s t  a Very flxed t h i n g  and you are bound t o  tak49 



those  views, 

MR.MORGAN: I th ink  you a r e  going t o  have t o  r e t r a c t  t h a t  

s tatement  t h a t  you weren't going t o  mke an Independence Day 

address .  You ju s t  made a capsuled one which f i t s  i n  very well .  

I hope you d o n D t  consider  t h i s  question impertinent,  bu t  

I am a f r a i d  that w e  i n  t he  j ou rna l i s t i c  t rade  may have t o  plead 

Gui l ty ,  a l i t t l e ,  t o  having made s l y  remarks from time t o  time 

about  the  organ q u a l i t y  of your voice and your h i s t r i o n i c s  a s  

a p o l i t i c i a n .  

Has t h i s  ever  angered you? What has been your reac t ion?  
.,- 

SENATOR DIRKSEN : Oh, no. I n  public l i f e  there is no 

such th ing  a s  impertinences,  After  a l l  i t  i s  give and take.  

You throw and you a r e  thrown a t ,  and a s  Brother Truman s a i d ,  

i f  you canf  t take  the  heat ,  get out  of the kitchen. And a l l  

th ings  go. And you have go t  t o  accept  i t  i n  good grace. 

Look a t  the  lawyers who go i n t o  a cour t  room and they 

f i g h t  l i k e  dogs, almost t o  the  name-calling s tage .  But i n  

t he  evening they walk ou t  of the  cour t  room almost arm in  arm, 

even though they a r e  on opposi te  s ides  of t he  case. So you 

have something of t h a t  same a t t r i b u t e  i n  public service  and 

you ought t o  demean yourself  accordingly. 

MR. MORGAN: Speaking of the kitchen, s ir ,  we a r e  s i t t i n g ,  

a s  i t  were, r&ht  in f r o n t  of i t .  This bui ld ing has been 

your workahop some t h i r t y  years.  

SEIOATOR DIRKSEN :: I am glad you used the word "worksho~. I1 

t t  i s  s o  f requen t ly  forgot ten  with respec t  t o  the Capitol.  



MR IR. MORGAN: F i r s t  you were over  on the  House s i d e  for, 

s i x t e e n  y e a r s  and you have been here  on t h e  Sena te  s i d e  f o ~  

more than f o u r t e e n .  What do you cons ide r  your most importent  

accomplishment, l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  o therwise?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I f  I had t o  px t  i t  i n  t h e  l a r e e ,  

probably it would be my endeavors t o  s t o p  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h z t  

was n o t  i n  t h e  priblic i n t e r e s t ,  Because I have followed the  

o l d  p r e c e p t  o f  Gibbon, the g r e a t  h i s t o r i a n ,  who s a i d  "Progress  -- 
i s  made n o t  s o  much by what goes  on t h e  s t a t u t e  book but r a t h e r  

by what i s  kep t  o f f  and what is 'Eot pu t  on., I1 

MR, BRUNER: Can you g i v e  us t h e  one b i l l  that, you stopped 

t h a t  you a r e  h a p p i e s t  abou t?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I t h i n k  I have had & part i n  s t a p p i n , ~  

s good m n y .  A s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  r e p e a l  S e c t i m  

14Ib)  i n  t h e  T a f t - H a r t l e y  Ac t  There, of course ,  t h e r e  was a 

3e te rmina t ion  t o  do  e x a c t l y  t h a t  a t  t h e  expense of t he  freedon: 

of t h e  American worker, and I took  a lmost  e solumn, r e v e r e n t  

vow that i t  would be ove r  my dead body. A s  a r e s u l t  we 

organized and we were organized  on bo th  s i d e s  of the  a i s l e  s o  

t h a t  i t  was n o t  a p a r t i s a n  endeavor,  it was a  b i p a r t i s a n  e n -  

Seavor and I was v e r y  candid wi th  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  about  i t .  

I s a i d ,  "You s h o u l d n ' t  have s e n t  i t  b u t , "  I s a i d ,  " s i n c e  

you d i d ,  you a r e  go ing  t o  g e t  a  f i g h t ,  and i t  w i l l  be f ightFng 

3 1 1  t h e  way," 

MR, MORGAIT: The Congress has s topped you upon o c c a s i l ~ n  



- 
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a s  we l l .  They s topped you on your e f f o r t  t o  make a Const i - ,  

t u t i o n a l  Amendment e f f e c t i v e  r e p e a l i n g  t h e  Supreme Court ' s  

one-men, one-vote. Where d o  you t h i n k  you w i l l  g e t  wi th  your 

amendment r e g a r d i n g  p r a y e r s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s choo l s?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, I am going  t o  win. I am going  t o  w i  

i n  a g r e a t  big way, I am s u r e .  

Now on apport ionment ,  we had a d i f f e r e n t  problem. It i s  

a l i t t l e  a b s t r u s e  f o r  t h e  ave rage  c i t i z e n  t o  exp la in  t o  him 

and develop t h e  kind o f  backgroundAhat  you should have,  Be- 

cause  a s  L inco ln  once said, "Without t h e  people,  l i t t l e  can be 
..- 

accomplished. With t h e  people ,  no th ing  w i l l  f a i l  , I 1  

B u t  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  w b t  you mean by t h e  r eappor t ion ing  of 

your s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  and then  you a r e  i n  something o f  a 
- - 

d i f f i c u l t y  i n  making t h e  c a s e  o u t  i n  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d ,  Here *we 

can make it because we have a f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  t h e  language 

and w i t h  t hose  techniques .  Bu t  w i t h  t h e  P raye r  Amendment, 

t h i s  i s  j u s t  as simple a s  i t  can be. I have had t h e  b e n e f i t  

~f a d v i c e  of those a t t o r n e y s  who were i n  the New York Board of 

Regents c a s e  b e f o r e  t h e  U. S. Supreme Court ,  and also t h e  
7 

s t t o r n e y s  i n  t h e  S t e i n  v. Oshinsky case ,  where t h e y  r e c i t e d  

t h i s  l i t t l e  prayer :  

"God i s  great, God i s  good, and we thank  him 

f o r  t h i s  food. I1 

ind t h e y  s a i d ,  " I t  w i l l  n o t  do," and as a r e s u l t  whi le  t h e  

J. 3, D i s t r i c t  Judge upheld t h e  p a r e n t s  who i n s i s t e d  on having 



t h e i r  c h l l d r e n  s a y  t h a t  p raye r ,  t h e  C i r c u i t  fudge  s a i d  No, end 

it d i d n q  go on appea l  t o  t h e  U, 3. C o ~ t  but t h e  Board o f  

Regents case  d i d ,  

BRUNER: W e l l ,  why d~ you f e e l  s o  s t r o n g l y  abou t  t h i s ?  

SBIATOR DIRYSEN: Because,  Wally, f t h i n k  pra:ier i s  a 

p i p e l i n e  t o  God Almighty, and we recogn ize  Go<? I n  e l r s ~ g t h i n g  

WD do. 

Go i n t o  t h a t  House chamber and s e e  i t  c h i z z l e d  i n  t h a t  - 
I1 I t  new pane l ing ,  there: I n  God l;e t r u s t .  Ve have done It on 

o u r  c o i n s .  -- 
M R ,  MORGAR: Is that a governmental f u n c t i o n ,  s i r ,  t o  

provide t h e  channel?  

SEMATOR DIRKSEN: W e  a r e  n o t  t ry ing '  f;snnrka- I t  a gover 2- 
- --. -- _ 

mental  func t ion .  We j u s t  s a y , i f  t h e  p a r e n t s  want t h e i r  child re^ 

t o  pray In  t h e  p & l i c  school ,  v r o l u n t a r i l y ,  t hey  ough+ t o  be 

pe rmi t t ed  t o  do  so, 

You ~pec IP ICa11y  i n  t h e  amendment p rov ide  th6t no  school  

board,  no school  a u t h o r i t y ,  shall p r e s c r i b e  t h e  form of t h e  

prayer  o r  t h e  text o f  the p r a y e r ,  But i f  t h e i r  parer?ts want 

them t o  u t t e r  a l i t t l e  p raye r ,  l e t  t h e r e  be  a l i t t l e  

co rne r ,  a l i t t l e  space ,  a l i t t l e  v e s t i b u l e ,  a l i t t l e  room, 1 

d o n ' t  cape what i t  i s  Take them up on top of t h e  roof  o f  the 

school  b u i l d i n g  i f  t h e y  l i k e  or  down i n  t h e  d e e p e s t  basement 

of  th8 achool ,  b u t  wherever it is,  l e t  them, of cou r se ,  keep 

;hat connec t ion  and neve r  c u t  t h a t  p i p e l i n e .  
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MR. BRUNER! Well, Senator,  you sound l i k e  someone wha 

has f i r s t -hand knowledge t h a t  prayer helps 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I do, Wally. I t o l d  you once 

I/ before  when my eyes ight  was i n  the  balance and I q u i t  t h a t  
I 
I branch on t h a t  end of the  Congress, 1 was on my knees on a 

Pennsylvania t r a i n  and I sa id ,  "Lord, i s  t h i s  it, o r  i s n s t  it?" 

H e  s a id ,  "NO." J u s t  a s  emphatic a s  i t  could be. And 

when t h e  surgeons go t  the  o ld  kni fe  ou t  t o  c u t  t h i s  eye out  -- 
/ I  t h a t ' s  my good eye -- I sa id ,  "NO.& 

You see, you don ' t  f l y  i n  the  face  of the  advice of a 
.,- 

good many surgeons -- and t he r e  were seven on the s t a f f  -- 

ll without a t  l e a s t  having something more than a s lender  reed t o  

f a l l  back on, and t h a t  reed had t o  be an almost consuming - 
f a i t h  t h a t  the re  was work f o r  me t o  do i n  t h i s  world and they 

wanted t o  keep me around f o r  awhile,  

MR. MORGAN: Senator ,  do you th ink a l l  of your Republican 

/ /  c o l l ~ g u e s  have a p ipe l ine  t o  the  precepts of Lincoln? I a n  

/I th inking p a r t i c u l a r l y  of the s tand p o l i t i c a l l y  t h a t  some of 

them take i n  the  South regarding r a c i a l  matters. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Oh, I can only hope that they can see 

1) t he  d i s t i l l e d  wisdom of Lincoln a t  a l l  times, a s  these problems 

I/ come up, There a m  a c t u a l l y  no new problems. They have a 

I / d i f l e r e n t  form, a d i f f e r e n t  context ,  but  e s s e n t i a l l y  and 

I/ bas i ca l l y ,  problems no t  unl ike those that have been here be fore ,  

And Lincoln knew what they were, And w h a t  was the  l a s t  word 



he s a i d  i n  the l a s t  of the seven debates? He s a i d ,  "Though 

the tongues of Douglas and myself w i l l  be s t i l l ed  -- " and 

he meant Stephen A ,  Douglas, with whom he was debat ing  -- h e  

sa id ,  "I hope I have put  down some blows f o r  c i v i l  l i b e r t y  

that w i l l  count and be remembered," 

That was the  8:ibstance of t h e  l a s t  sentence i n  the  last 

of those seven debates.  And I t r y  t o  follow exac t l y  t ha t ,  

MR. BRUNEI?: Senator,  looking ahead, now, w h a t  a r e  you 
v-. 

looking forward t o  most i n  the years  ahead? What do you see  

a s  your goal ,  today? -- 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, a s t a b l e  country,  A Country 

t h a t  has a t a b l s  money, a countlry 
t h a t  goes s t e a d i l y  forward. And over and above everything e l s e  

a country where the  morale c l imate  t f  f r e e d o m u i l l  not  f a i l .  

W e  a r e ,  today, what we a r e ,  because t he r e  is an atmospmre 

here, where you can go ou t  and you have an opportuni ty t o  do 

it f o r  yourselves.  There a r e  no ba r r i c ades s  ?To impadiments 

standing i n  the  way i f  you can do it. So you can enr ich  your- 

self and while  you a r e  doing it you en r i ch  your fellow men 

alao.  

Show me any country i n  the  world where there a r e  no such 

b a ~ r i c a d e s .  Here they a r e  the  exception,  But now we a r e  

moving i n  that d i r e c t i o n  and t h a t  d i s t u r b s  me. 

MR. BRUNER: A country t h a t  has a fu tu r e  has t o  have a 

pas t .  You c e r t a i n l y  a r e  a man of h i s t o ry ,  Why, then, a r e  

supparting the change i n  the West f r o n t  of the Capitol ,  
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which some people say  w i l l  des t roy  a l l  the  vhtatageln of his- 

t o r y  remaining i n  th fs  Capi to l  bui lding? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN s For t h r ee  o r  four  reasons,  No, 1, 

the re  is a s a f e t y  f a c t o r  involved, here.  You must have looked 

a t  that wall  and seen the  bulges and the  cracks,  Secondly, 

t he r e  a r e  f i v e  volumes over i n  the  A r c h i t e c t q s  Off ice  by a 

s k i l l e d  engineering company from Brookline, Massachusetts, t o  

show that that wall  is  dangerous. And i f  we could go over 

t he r e  we could see these  wooden supports t h a t  they th ink  a r e  

going t o  hold up that wall .  
"- 

Now about  two weeks ago they had a l i t t l e  seismic tremor 

down around Alexandria. Suppose we go t  one here? Who could 

give any assurance that that wall cou ldns t  f a i l ,  and with it 
- 

sverything that hangs on it? 

Now t h i n k  of it. T h a t  is  f o r  sa fe ty .  But th ink  of it 

in terms o f  t h e  people who go through here,  Th i r t y  Thousand 

9 day. 

Mi?. MORGAN: Senator,  t he  opponents t o  t he  change i n  the 

{eat  wall of t h e  C8pitol  argue t h a t  it can be shored up and 

oade s a f e  without t h e  enormous expense of a l t e r a t i o n .  W h e t  

about i t ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: You can put  new so l e s  on an o ld  pair of 

3hoes bu t  they are s t i l l  old.  And that is still  going t o  be 

an o ld  sandstone wall ,  and w h a t  have you go t  f o r  the  expenditure 



and i a  F t  sa fe?  And th ink  of t he  toaurists who go through t he r e  

P ro j s c t  i t  now on t he  basis t h a t  the re  w i l l  be 50,000 a day 

In 1 $5. 

MR, BRUIPER: Senator,  one f i n a l  quest ion before you g e t  

away from us, today: 18 Lyndon Baines Johnrron a goad Pres ident  

Xow do you evaluate him? 

SENATOR DZRKSEN: Well, he i s  a sklllcrd p res iden t .  H e  

i s  a pres ident  who l a  founded i n  h i s t o r y ,  And when he was c i  
-. 

major i ty  leader  end we were opposi te  numbers, we went on a 

theory t h a t  t h i s  waa a two-vay skreet and government had t o  

be mde  t o  work, and he s t i l l  undertake8 t h a t ,  and h i s  door 

i s  open any time I want t o  see him* My door i s  open any t i n e  

he wants t o  see me, My telephone l i n e  is  men. any time he 

wants t o  c a l l ,  And s o  from the  s tandpoint  of a cooperative 

endeavor between that p a r t  of the l e g i s l a t i v e  branch t h a t  I 

have the  p r iv i l ege  t o  represent ,  and t he  executive branch, :i 

must say he has done quite well. 

MR, BROHER: Thank you very much, Senator  Dirkaen, f o r  

being with us on ISSUES AlfD Al?SWERS. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Thank you. 

MR. MORGAN : Thank you, Senator.  

f * +  

NEXT WEEK, W ,  Averell Harlrimn, United S t a t e s  Ambassador A t  

Large, 


