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4R. AGRONSKX: S e n a t o r  Dirksen,  a r e c e n t  Republ ican P a r t y  

; ta tement  r ead  by you blamed P r e s i d e n t  Johnson f o r  t h e  

r a c i a l  r i o t s  . Your Republican c o l l e a g u e ,  S e n a t o r  Thrus t on  

rIorton, denounced t h i s  a s  i r r e s p o n s i b l e .  D o  you a g r e e ?  

;ENATOR DIRKSEN: W e l l ,  I d i d  no t  f a s h i o n  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t .  

r was a s o r t  of an  in t e rmed ia ry  who was impressed i n t o  s e r v i c e  

t o  read  t h a t  s t a t emen t .  But a committee a c t u a l l y  fash ioned  

t h a t  s t a t emen t .  

WNOUNCER: From CBS Washington, i m o l o r ,  FACE THE NATION, 

a spontaneous and unrehearsed news i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Sena to r  
.,- 

Republican Leader E v e r e t t  Dirksen of I l l i n o i s .  S e n a t o r  

Dirksen w i l l  b e  ques t ioned  b y  P e t e r  Lisagor  of t h e  Chicago 

Dai ly  News; CBS News Correspondent Mar t in  AgronsKy; and 

EBS News Correspondent John Har t .  
7- - 

MR. AGRONSKY: S e n a t o r  Dirksen,  though the  s t a t e m e n t  was a 

Republican Coord ina t ing  Committee s t a t emen t ,  you d i d  r e a d  i t ,  

and you s t i l l  r e a l l y  have not  answered m e ,  s i r . .  Do you a g r e e  

with S e n a t o r  Morton's  denunc ia t ion  of i t  a s  i r r e s p o n s i b l e ?  

SENATOR DIREEN: W e l l ,  I have n o t  gone a s  f a r  q u i t e  as might 

be impl ied b y  t h a t  s t a t emen t .  I l i k e  t o  be  r a t h e r  cau t ious  

snd  c a r e f u l  about any a l l e g a t i o n s  or  a c c u s a t i o n s  t h a t  I make. 

And s o  I th ink  I would b e  c o n t e n t  t o  let  t h a t  answer drop  j u s t  

abou t  t h e r e .  

MR. LISAGOR: Sena to r  Dirksen,  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  Committee, 

of  which you a r e  a member, has  been spending some t i m e  



l i s c u s s i n g  or hea r ing  on t h e  a n t i - r i o t  b i l l .  I would l i k e  

:o ask you how t h a t  a n t i - r i o t  b i l l  would prevent  r i o t s  of 

:he kind t h a t  occurred i n  D e t r o i t  which has  been d e s c r i b e d  

ss home-grown or  indigenous.  

;E%P.TOR DIRKSEN:  Well, of t h e  w i tnes ses  t h a t  t he  Committee 

1as heard  thus  f a r ,  it is q u i t e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  i n  a  good many 

:ommunities t h e r e  ,were o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  came i n  and 

r a  .her t r i g g e r e d  t h e s e  r i o t s .  Now,  t h e  b i l l  b e f o r e  t h e  

Zommittee, which i n c i d e n t a l l y  has a r r eady  passed the  House 

of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  i s  designed t o  .- g e t  a t  people who cross 

j t a t e  l i n e s  w i th  i n t e n t  ta  under take c i v i l  d i s o r d e r ,  and by 

t h a t  means make them s u b j e c t  t o  very heavy p e n a l t i e s .  

Now I t h i n k  the  b i l l  i s  probably wanting i n  some p a r t i c u l a r s  

and t o  be  e f f e c t i v e  would probably have t o  b e  f i g h t e n e d .  It 

i s  a  l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t ,  of cou r se ,  i f  you use t h e  word " i n t e n t "  

i n  a  s t a t u t e  t o  prove t h a t  i n t e n t  a s  t h e  reason  f o r  go ing  ac ros  

a s t a t e  l i n e .  

MR. HART: Sena to r ,  there is  one more summer t o  g o  through 

b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n s ,  a  summer i n  which t h e  convent ions  w i l l  

be  he ld  i n  a  l a r g e  c i t y .  Aside from t h e  people wbose l i v e s  

and p r o p e r t y  might be  i n  danger from such a  summer, what 

p o l i t i c i a n s ,  which p a r t i e s ,  f a c e  a  g r e a t e r  t h r e a t ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I d o n ' t  q u i t e  know what you mean when 

you s a y  t h r e a t  t o  a p o l i t i c a l  pa r ty .  Are you speaking about 

a  p h y s i c a l  t h r e a t  -- 



YR. HART: I am speaking  of a p o l i t i c a l  t h r e a t .  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: W e l l ,  by t h a t ,  of course ,  you mean t h a t  

they  a r e  no t  l i k e l y  t o  succeed i n  November of 1968. Well, 

it is ha rd  t o  t e l l .  It is pu re ly  s p e c u l a t i v e .  That i s  a long 

wzys from now, a s  you know. We w i l l  have fou r t een ,  f i f t e e n  

months t o  go. So  many t h i n g s  can happen t h a t  may r e p l a c e  t h e  

i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  b e f o r e  us  today. And who s h a l l  s a y  what t he  

jominant i s s u e  w i l l  be  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

?@.. HART: W e l l ,  now, you s a i d  two7Seeks ago  t h a t  t h i s  count ry  

das r a p i d l y  approaching a s t a t e  of anarchy.  Is t h i s  moderated 
"- 

i n  t h e  las t  q u i e t  week? 

SENATOR DIREEN: W e l l ,  it has  been approaching a s t a t e  of  

anarchy.  But  on t h e  o t h e r  hand now t h a t  they  a r e  g i v i n g  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  and obviously  xi&& a n d  - -. 

tumult  and d i s o r d e r  is n e a r l y  on everybody 's  tongue, t h e r e  w i l l  

be an a m e l i o r a t i o n  of t h a t  cond i t i on ,  I am s u r e ,  long b e f o r e  

November of 1968. I f  there is  n o t ,  then ,  of  course ,  i t  is 

o ing  t o  be one of t h e  monumental i s s u e s  i n  '68. 
< 

MR. LISAGOR: Y e t ,  S e n a t o r ,  you have j u s t  been quoted a s  

s ay ing ,  i n  a WASHINGTON P E T  s t o r y  which t a l k s  about t h e  

restless mood i n  t h e  Congress -- and I quo te  - -  "I have 

always gone on t h e  t heo ry  t h a t  n o  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  is eve r  

d e f e a t e d  by a n o t h e r ;  i t  d e f e a t s  i t s e l f " .  

SENATOR DIRXSEN: That is r i g h t .  

MR. LISAGOR: "And t h a t  is what i s  happening. Lyndon has  



? x c e p t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  s k i l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  is always a f i r s t  t i m e . "  

lees t h a t  mean you t h i n k  he has  about had it? 

:ENATOR DIRKSEN:  I j u s t  mean t h a t  when you pu t  i n t o  a bundle  

:he problems of V i e t  Nam and t h e  d i s s i d e n c e  t h a t  i s  developing 

in t h e  coun t ry ,  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  of r i o t i n g ,  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  

ire people  who w i l l  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  Adminis t ra t ion  may i n  p a r t  be  

s t  f a u l t ;  and t h e n  of cou r se  t he  r eques t  f o r  a 10 per c e n t  

surcharge,  and add t o  it a few o the r  t h i n g s ,  you have go t  

f o u r s e l f  q u i t e  a package. And i t  ifs by t h e  accumulation of 

those d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  p a r t i e s  u l t i m a t e l y  . - d e f e a t  themselves. 

I t  i s  l i ~ e  t h e  o l d  s h i p  t h a t  g e t s  enough ba rnac l e s  t o  put i t  

su t  of b u s i n e s s .  

flR. AGRONSKY: Well, S e n a t o r ,  where do you s t and  on t h c s e  

? a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e s ?  W i l l  you suppor t  t h e  Presi-dent on a 10 

p e r  c e n t  t a x  i n c r e a s e ,  f o r  example? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN:  I t a k e  them a s  t hey  come. I th ink  my views 

on V i e t  Nam have been p r e t t y  w e l l  known. I have supported 

t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  I g o  on t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  i n  h i s  corner  he has 
- 

t h e  Ch ie f s  o f  S t a f f ,  he has t h e  b e s t  m i l i t a r y  t a l e n t  we have, 

he has  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  £ran V i e t  Nam, probably every hour on the  

hour. And obv ious ly  he is i n  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  know ab.out 

what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h a n  a layman back he re  12,000 m i l e s  from 

t h e  s c e n e  of o p e r a t i o n s  who has  no t  been t o  V i e t  Nam i n  a long 

t i m e ,  and who is i n  n o  p o s i t i o n  to judge. 

Now, t a k e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e s e  l a s t  r a t h e r  massive a s s u l t s  t h a t  



have been made i n  t h e  las t  few days.  How t e l l i n g  and how 

e f f e c t i v e  w i l l  t hey  r e a l l y  be? They may add up t o  something. 

I am i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  t e l l  a t  t h e  moment, on t h e  b a s i s  of the  

d i s p a t c h e s  t h a t  come from t h e r e .  It may be e f f e c t i v e .  

t@. LISAGOR: Your House co l l eague ,  Represen ta t ive  Gerald  Ford, 

has s a i d  of t h e  V i e t  ~ a r n  war t h a t  it has  been shockingly 

mismanaged. He  seems t o  Know what i s  go ing  on t h e r e .  Do you 

ag ree  w i t h  t h a t ,  o r  d o n ' t  you? 

SENIITOR DIRICSEN: Well,  I hope t h e s e  is somebody who knows. 

~ u t  I t h i n k  it would b e  h igh  p r e t e n s e  on my p a r t  i f  I t r i e d  t o  
..- 

under take t h e  role of an e x p e r t  on V i e t  Nam. I have t o  t a k e  

i t  f o r  what it is. And I t r y  t o  b e  a  r e a l i s t  about i t .  Who 

do we have t h e  J o i n t  Ch ie f s?  Why d o  we have t h e  b e s t  t h a t  t he  

Army could o f f e r  b y  way o f  a s t a f f  u n d e r  t h e  l eadegsh ip  of 

General  Westmoreland o u t  i n  V i e t  Mam? And t h e n  of course  

e i t h e r  i gno re  o r  b r u s h  a s i d e  t h e i r  demands and t h e i r  adv ices?  

MR. AGRONSKY: I f i n d  it ha rd  t o  b e l i e v e ,  S e n a t o r ,  t h a t  you 

would a b d i c a t e  i n  e f f e c t  t h e  role of t h e  c r i t i c  of V i e t  Nam 

p o l i c y  or  any o t h e r  p o l i c y  because  you f e e l  t h e  ~ d m i n i s t r a t i b n  

has t h e  e x p e r t s  and y o u m e  n o t  an  e x p e r t .  You c e r t a i n l y  

do  no t  s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h a t ,  s i r .  

SENATOR DIRWEN: I under take  t h e  r o l e  of  a  c r i t i c  when I have 

s u f f i c i e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on which t o  p r e d i c a t e  what I t h i n k  is 

sound c r i t i c i s m .  

MR. HART: W e l l ,  S e n a t o r ,  a r e  you going t o  suppor t  t he  



? r e s i d e n t  a l l  t h e  way on guns and b u t t e r ,  f a c i n g  t h e  d e f i c i t  

3nd t h e  r e c e s s i t y  of a  t a x  as we f a c e  t h i s  year;  are you 

3oing t o  s u p p o r t  him a l l  t h e  way, or is t h e r e  a  b reak ing  po in t ?  

SENATOR DLRKSEN: Now, you a r e  a s k i n g  f o r  a r a t h e r  a n t i c i p a t o r y  

m n c  l u s  i on. 

YR. HART: W e l l ,  d o  you a n t i c i p l  t e  any b reak ing  po in t ?  

;ENATOR DIRXSEN: W a i t  j u s t  a minute ,  u n t i l  I f i n i s h  an answer. 

r h a t  t a x  su rcha rge  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  go  t o  t h e  Sena te  Finance 

Zommittee. I a m  a  member of t h e  Cofmittee.  W e  w i l l  probably 

; t a r t  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Treasury.  W e  w i l l  have .,- 
witnesses  g a l o r e . '  And I t r u s t  I can be a t  every  s e s s i o n  of 

t he  Canmittee and hear  t h e  tes t imony.  

?That I want t o  know is what w i l l  be t h e  impact of a t e n  pe r  cen t  

surcharge  upon t h e  economy of t h e  ceun i ry ,  &what will_he_ t he  

impact of a  p o s s i b l e  $30 b i l l i o n  budget  d e f i c i t  on t h e  economy. 

One must n e c e s s a r i l y  outweigh t h e  o t h e r .  

Yow, I r e a d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  b y  t h e  economist f o r  t h e  Bank of 

America t h i s  morning who t h i n k s  t h a t  a  t a x  i n c r e a s e  would be 

;hocking f r a n  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of what it w i l l  do  t o  bus ines s .  

well, we w i l l  have t o  f i n d  o u t .  And I want t o  f i n d  o u t .  Then 

I am i n  a f a r  better p o s i t i o n  t o  r ende r  judgment. 

I would h a t e  t o  t h i n k  of a  $ 3 0  b i l l i o n  d e f i c i t  s t a r i n g  us i n  

t h e  f a c e  and v h a t  i t s  impact w i l l  be on i n f l a t i o n ,  because w e  

may have t o  pay more i n  t h e  g roce ry  s t o r e ,  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  

s t o r e ,  i n  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s ,  i n  t i g h t e r  money, i n  nea r ly  e v e r y  



o t h e r  phase of a c t i v i t y  t h a n  you would i f  you had a t a x  i n c r e a s  

But I j u s t  d o n ' t  c l o s e  t h e  dcor  why should  I -- u n t i l  

we have had t h a t  tes t imony.  

MR. HART: Well t h e  q u e s t i o n  is could t h e  s t r a i n  become such 

that you would withdraw your f u l l  suppor t  of t h e  war. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I have t o  s e e  what t h e  e f f e c t  t h e r e  

w i l l  be. What are t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s ?  S h a l l  w e  withdraw? 

Where does it l eave  us? Where does i t  l eave  our  p r e s t i g e  

s o  f a r  a s  the  world is concerned? ail1 we have to  make a 

s t a n d  e lsehwere  a t  some o t h e r  time? Because i f  we d i d ,  t h e r e  
".. 

is  no defense  l i n e  between Sa igon  and Singapore .  

N o w ,  what do we do  w i t h  our  P a c i f i c  de fense  l i n e  -- p u l l  i t  

back t o  Alaska and Hawaii? Then they  a r e  on ly  2 ,000  m i l e s  

from C a l i f o r n i a .  

There a r e  some s t r a t e g i c  and long-range o b j e c t i v e s  t h a t  have 

t o  be e v a l u a t e d  b e f o r e  you come t o  t h a t  k ind of a conclusion.  

MR. AGRONSKY: Sena to r ,  c l e a r l y  you s u p p o r t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  

p o l i c y  i n  V ie t  Nam. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I d e f i n i t e  l y  have. 

MR. AGRONSKY: OK. Now, what we have today everyone a g r e e s  

is a q u e s t i o n  of p r i o r i t i e s .  W e  must f i g h t  t h e  war i n  V i e t  Nam. 

You suppor t  t h a t  c a n p l e t e l y .  And a t  t h e  same t i m e  we must 

d e a l  w i t h  t h e  problem of t h e  c i t i e s  and t h e s e  r i o t s .  

Now, your j un io r  co l l eague  from I l l i n o i s ,  Sena to r  Percy,  

has  s a i d  t h a t  i f  we can spend $66 m i l l i o n  a day t o  save 



16 m i l l i o n  people  i n  South V i e t  Nam, we have the  funds t o  move 

up t o  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y  t h e  s av ing  of 20  m i l l i o n  urban poor i n  

t h i s  coun t ry ;  and i n  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a s  he p o i n t s  ou t ,  t h a t  we 

simply cannot t o l e r a t e .  W e  have t o  a s s i g n  t h e  urban crisis 

in America, he  naw says,  as t h e  number one p r i o r i t y .  Would you 

agree  w i t h  Sena tor  Percy? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: W e l l ,  t h e  f a c t  of t he  ma t t e r  is  t h a t  t he  

1968 f i s c a l  year  budget  had a b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  i t  f o r  u rban  

development. And i f  you want t o  kKOw how t h a t  was s p e n t  o r  

a l l o c a t e d ,  j u s t  t a k e  a  look a t  what t h e  Chairman of t h e  House 
.,- 

Appropria t ions  Committee s a i d  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  D e t r o i t .  You 

o i l 1  f i n d  it a l l  i n  t h e  record .  And when I hear  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  

t h a t  t h e  Congress has been a t  f a u l t ,  t he  Congress has been 

n iggard ly ,  t h e  Congress has been nothing- o L k k . . k i n d .  --AXIL. .. 

when we g e t  Mayor Cavanaugh be fo re  t h e  Committee -- and I 

t r u s t  we w i l l  have him p r e t t y  soon -- I w i l l  p l y  him with t h a t  

l i n e  of ques t ion ing ,  and t h e n  r ead  t h e  f i g u r e s  t o  him o u t  of 

t h e  r eco rd  and see whether we have been n igga rd ly  o r  no t .  

k. AGRONSKY: Le t  m e  p l y  you w i t h  t h i s  l i n e  of ques t ion .  Do 

you th ink  t h a t  m have a l r e a d y  s p e n t  enough and should no t  

spend more on t h e  c i t i e s ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Maybe w e  have n o t  s p e n t  enough.. I would 

l i k e  t o  see t h e  r e s t  o f  -- 
MR. AGRONSKY-. Well,  t h a t  is i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  s i r ,  wi th  your 

argument b e f o r e .  



ZENATOR DIRKSEN: Why? 

tR. AGRWSKY: V7el1, your argument i s  t h a t  w e  d i d  spend 

?nough and i t  is d id  no t  p revent  t h e  r i o t s .  I am ask ing  you 

l e t h e r  or not  we should spend more. Many people f e e l  we have 

15t s p e n t  enough and must spend enormous amounts more, a s  

; ena to r  Percy.  f o r  example. 

;ENATOR DIRKSEN: You a r e  making i t  appear t h a t  th i s  Administra- 

:ion has  no t  been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  urban development. Why d i d  

P 

they ask  f o r  a  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  -- and we  gave them a  b i l l i o n  

9ol . lars .  They a r e  a sk ing  f o r  a  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  now. And they  

q i l l  g e t  a  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  i t .  Now, do they need much 

nore? A l l  r i g h t  -- le t  them come i n  £ran var ious  p l aces  and 

r e n t i l a t e  t h e i r  needs. 

now, t o  show you what I mean -- we had t h e  Cl i i35F-C~-  Pal* - 

3f C i n c i n n a t i  b e f o r e  t h e  Sena te  J u d i c i a r y  Committee. I s a i d  

t o  him "Do you have a  g h e t t o .  i n  C i n c i n n a t i ? "  K e  s a i d  " W e  

30 not." . I s a i d  "What is  your housing s i t u a t i o n ? "  H e  s a i d  

"Our housing i s  i n  p r e t t y  good shape." "What kind of 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  do  you have?" He s a i d  " W  a r e  proud 

of it." I s a i d  "What about your s choo l s?"  "Our schools  

a r e  i n t e g r a t e d  and we b e l i e v e  they  w i l l  match t h e  schools  of 

any p a r t  of  t h e  country." 

Now, then ,  what o t '  er f i e l d s  of a c t i v i t y  do  you th ink  we 

ought t o  g e t  i n t o  i n  o rder  t o  spend some money? Is i t  iobs?  

I asked him about jobs.  C i n c i n n a t i  is a  machine t o o l  ceneer ,  



made i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  Adminis t ra t ion  program. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well ,  I suppose i f  I had been on t h e  S e n a t e  

Foreign R e l a t i o n s  Committee I might have gone f o r  a  deeper  c u t  

than t h e  Committee d id .  I t h i n k  they  c u t  roughly about 

$350 m i l l i o n  o u t  of t h a t  b i l l .  

MR. LISAGOR: Are you t a l k i n g  about f o r e i g n  a i d  now? 

SENATOR DIRIGSEN: Fore ign  a id .  

MR. LISAGOR: Y e s .  

SENATOR DIRIGEK: Now, I might h a v r a d d e d  more. You w i l l  

r e c a l l  t h a t  l a s t  y e a r  I au tbo red  a  c u t  of $250 m i l l i o n  i n  
"- 

f  ~ r e i g n  a i d ,  which was approved b y  bo th  the  IHouse and the  

Senate .  L a s t  yea r  I o f f e r e d  an amendment t o  c u t  t h e  pover ty  

program, and I c i t e d  a  l o s t  of t h e  was te ,  a  l o t  of  t h e  l a g  

i n  t h e  pove r ty  p r q r a m ,  and t h e  Sena te  and S e w e - b e t h  appzoued 

i t .  

Now, q u i t e  a s i d e  from whatever t h e  good a s p e c t s  of t h a t  program 

a r e ,  h e r e  you are c o n s t a n t l y  conf ron ted  w i t h  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l  

i n s t a n c e s  and examples of where you g e t  waste .  Do we s i t  
- 

i d l y  by and let  them go, o r  do  we d i scha rge  our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

and pu t  t h e  k n i f e  i n  i f  w e  th ink  the  k n i f e  ought t o  go  i n .  

MR. AGRQTSKY: Nobody a rgues  a g a i n s t  t h e  need f o r  economy 

and us ing  t h e  monies t h a t  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  and 

#ell .  That  i s n ' t  t h e  p o i n t .  

SEtqATOK BIRKSEN: What is t h e  po in t ?  

MR. AGRONSKY: Well,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  is have w e  s p e n t  enough? 



Is it j u s t  hoodlumism and c r i m i n a l  e lements  t h a t  causes  t h e  

r i o t s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s ,  o r  i s  i t  a deep-seated s i c k n e s s  i n  our 

urban s o c i e t y ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEF: Well,  l e t  people  who speak wi th  lincwledge and 

s-ome degree  of a u t h o r i t y  come and l a y  i t  on the  l i n e .  It i s  

one t h i n g  t o  cane b e f o r e  a committee and W e r e  openhandedly 

s a i  "Well, you have g o t  t o  add a b i l l i o n  he re  and two b i l l i o n  

t h e r e  ." What a r e  t h e  f a c t s  i n  e v e r y  ca se?  That  is why I 

a l l u d e d  to C i n c i n n a t i .  I could a l r u d e  t o  Nashv i l l e ,  or t o  

Cambridge, o r  t o  P l a i n f  i e l d ,  or any of t h e s e  -- i n  every  c a s e  .,- 
I pursued t h a t  l i n e  of q u e s t i o n i n g  b e f o r e ,  a s  you say ,  I wanted 

t o  f i n d  out  whether t h e r e  was  a s i c k n e s s  t h e r e .  

But what do you do  when your c h i e f  law e n f o r c i n g  o f f i c e r  comes 

b e f o r e  a Sena te  Committee and i n  response U e s e - q u e s t i n n s  

s a y s  " W e  d o  no t  have t h a t  problem." 

Now, from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  t h e y  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  us ing  t h e  

word "ghe t to" .  "You have t o  g e t  a t  t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  g h e t t o  

and g e t  r i d  of them, and you have t o  meet t h e  slum problem." 

A l r igh t .  But t h e r e  has  g o t  t o  b e  some s p e c i f i c s ,  and i t  has 

g o t  t o  b e  t i e d  t o  a s c e r t a i n e d  amounts, n o t  j u s t  something o f f  

the  t o p  of somebody's head. 

MR. HART: S e n a t o r ,  a moment ago you c i t e d  the  Admin i s t r a t i on ' s  

i n t e r e s t  i n  urban problens .  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Y e s .  

MR. HART: That sounds l i k e  a r e p u d i a t i o n  of t h e  s t a t emen t  



 laming t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h e  r i o t s .  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I d i d n ' t  b lame t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h e  r i o t s .  

WR. HART: The s t a t e m e n t  you r e a d  -- 

SENATOR DIRKSEN:  W e l l ,  I & d n l t  b lame t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h e  

rzots.  I made it c l e a r  as c r y s t a l  t h a t  I r e a d  a  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  

was b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  a cmmittee o f  t h r e e .  

W. AGRONSKY: How c o u l d  you l e n d  y o u r s e l f  t o  r e a d i n g  i t ,  s i r ,  

i f  you d i d  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  i t ?  

-. 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Look -- you are  a p a r t y  f u n c t i o n a r y ,  and  

when you have  maybe f o r t y ,  f i f t y . . p e o p l e  a r o u n d ,  and  t h e y  t h i n k  

you ought  t o  r e a d  what  w a s  a g r e e d  upon b y  t h e  C o o r d i n a t i n g  

Committee,  and unan imous ly  -- 

m. AGRONS~Y: S e n a t o r  I.Sorton, who is  a f o r m e r  Chairman 

of t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  K a t i o n a l  Commit tee ,  a member o f  your  p a r t y ,  

denounced i t  a s  i r r e s p o n s i b l e .  Re would n o t  h a v e  r e a d  i t .  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Who else denounced  i t  a s  i r r e s p o n s i b l e ?  

Who e l s e ?  Now t h a t  you b r i n g  u p  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  -- wl-o e l s e ?  

MR. AGRONSKY: N o  merrbers o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  d i d  t h a t  I arc - 
aware o f .  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: E x a c t l y .  

MR. AGRUITSKY: I t  w a s  w i d e l y  c r i t i c i z e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  

fc e d i t o r i a l s  . 
SENATOR DIRISEV: You s a y  one man. L e t  i t  d r o p  r i g b t  t h e r e .  

MR. HART: Vlell,  S e n a t o r ,  you seem t o  be a l i t t l e  

u n c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  i t .  



SENATOR DIRKSEN: I .am not a b i t  uncomfortable.  

MR. LISAGOR: S e n a t o r ,  may I a s k  you what R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ford - 

SENATOR D I R B E N :  But you d o n ' t  pursue t h e s e  t h i n g s  t o  t h e  end. 

MR. HART: What is  t h e  end,  s i r ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: And I t r y  t o .  W e l l ,  you t a l k  about  t h i s  

sicfcness. You mean t h e s e  v a r i o u s  urban problems. A l l  r i g h t .  

W e  have had a look a t  them, and we con t inue  t o  t a k e  a look a t  

them. And when t h e y  ci te t h e  need,  very w e l l .  And what would 

b e  the  reason  f o r  exp lo r ing  t h i s  li+e of q u e s t i o n i n g  w i t h  t h e  

w i t n e s s e s  coming b e f o r e  the  J u d i c i a r y  Committee on t h i s  a n t i -  
.,- 

r i o t  b i l l  un le s s  I want t o  f i n d  out  whether those  economic 

f a c t o r s  a r e  t h e  push f o r  c i v i l  d i s o r d e r  and v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  

law? 

MR. LISAGOR: S e n a t o r ,  your co l l eague  -in t h e  Fouse! Co~g-qes-sman 

Ford,  aga in ,  t h i n k s  t h a t  t h e r e  is a consp i r acy  involved i n  

t h e s e  r i o t s .  D o  you t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  one? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: W e l l ,  consp i r acy  i s  a d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g  t o  

prove,  t o  s a y  t h e  least. You see, i t  takes more than  one 

man t o  make a consp i racy .  

MR. LISAGOR: You would not accep t  t h a t .  

SENATOR DIRYSEN: Well, un l e s s  you can f i n d  two w i t h  t he  

same i n t e n t ,  ope ra t ing  w i t h  t h e  same i d e a  and t h e  same 

d i r e c t i o n ,  and i n  t h e  same f i e l d  of a c t i v i t y ,  a t  a g iven  t i m e  

Then of cou r se  you can prove a consp i racy .  

MR. LISAGOR: S e n a t o r ,  on t h e  s p e c i f i c  h i l l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  ti-e 



gun c o n t r o l  b i l l  has  been languish ing  i n  t h e  Congress f o r  q u i t e  

some t i m e .  

SENATOR DIREEN: So i t  has. 

MR. LISAGOR: And I unders tand t h a t  you favor  what bas  been 

c a l l e d  the  more l e n i e n t  b i l l ,  a s  compared t o  t hose  who . 

would i n c l u d e  r i f l e s  t h a t  t h e  s n i p e r s  have been u s i n g  i n  t h e  

c i t ies ,  t h e  r i f l e  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy w a s  a s s a s s i n a t e d  by. 

Why a r e  you n o t  i n  favor  of a  s t r o n g  gun c o n t r o l  b i l l  whicb 

would p reven t  t h e s e  r i f l e s  from f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  hands of j u s t  

anyone? - 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: W e l l ,  i f  it s a  reasonably  p r e d i c a t e d  b i l l ,  

a n d  i f  i t  can be made e f f e c t i v e ,  t h e n  very w e l l  and good. But 

I have o f t e n  thought  t h a t  t h a t  is a  job t h a t  can b e t t e r  be  

done a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  than  a t  the fe-&era1 level . .  Although - 

w i t h  a  moderate b i l l ,  I would b e  i n c l i n e d  t o  g o  a long,  I t h i n k .  

But  I d o n ' t  want them t o  put t o o  muck of a  r e s t r i c t i o n  upon our 

people .  

MR. AGRONSKY: Sena to r ,  t h a t  kind o f  -- 
SEUATOR DIRKSEN: I t h i n k  t h e  r e a l  i s s u e  tfere is t h e  c o n t r o l  

o f  hand guns,  as much as r i f l e s  and shotguns.  

MR. AGRONSKY: Sena to r ,  i t  w a s  a  long gun, not  a  hand gun, 

t h a t  a s s a s s i n a t e d  P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Y e s .  

IaR. AGRONSm: And long guns t h a t  are be ing  used by s n i p e r s  

i n  t h e  r i o t s .  



SENATOR DIRKSEN: W e l l ,  we r a i s e d  t h a t  ma t t e r  of  long guns w i t h  

one of t he  c h i e f s  of  p o l i c e ,  and he d id  n o t  know what w e  were  

r e f e r r i n g  t o  when we s a i d  l ong  gun. 

MR. AGRONSKY: W e  mean a  r i f l e .  

SENATOR DIRXSEN: Well, a r i f l e  can  b e  longer  o r  i t  can be 

s h o r t e r ,  a s  you w e l l  know. 

MR. AGRONSKY: I am merely t r y i n g  t o  p o i n t  out  t h a t  i t  is a  

r i f l e  t h a t  t h e  s n i p e r s  have been  us ing  i n  t h e  r i o t s ,  i t  is a 

r i f l e  t h a t  k i l l e d  P r e s i d e n t  Kennedz  

SENATOR DIRXSEN: I a m  i n c l i n e d  3gree  w i t h  you, p a r t i c u l a r l y  . 

MR. AGRONSKY: Then why not  c o n t r o l  them? 

SENATOR DIRICSEN: Y e s  -- i t  i f  i t  a  long-range r i f l e .  ~ n d  I 

would n o t  be  a v e r s e  t o  t h a t ,  e i t h e r .  

MR. HART: S e n a t o r ,  you j u s t  s a i d  that- conr;pira.yr. is _ 

awful ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  prove. And y e t  t h a t  i s  e x a c t l y  what t h e  

a n t i - r i o t  b i l l  would need t o  b e  proved. You f e e l  t h a t  t h a t  

could b e . e f f e c t i v e ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: No. You d o n ' t  have t o  prove consp i racy ,  

because any i n d i v i d u a l ,  i f  you can prove h i s  i n t e n t  t o  go  

ac ros s  t h e  s t a t e  l i n e  -- 
MR. HART: Is t h a t  e a s i e r  t o  prove than  consp i racy?  

SENATOR DIRXSETT: C e r t a i n l y  -- i n  t h e  c a s e  of one man. But 

you have t o  show c o n c e r t  of a c t i o n  between two people i f  you 

a r e  going t o  prove consp i r acy .  

MR. LISAGOR: Doesn ' t  t h a t  r e q u i r e  mind r e a d i n g ,  and can you 



p u t  i n t o  a  s t a t u t e  an  e x e r c i s e  l i k e  mind read ing?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, you know, when you t r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

i n t e n t  t o  the  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of t h e  ju ry ,  you have t o  d o  i t  

beyond a  r ea sonab le  doubt. And t h a t  is no t  an  easy  matter. 

Now, i n  t h e  c a s e  of an o rd ina ry  crime, t he  i n t e n t  i s  i n f e r r e d  

from t h e  f a c t  i t s e l f .  But here  you go a  l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r ,  

because a man c a n  go  a c r o s s  a s t a t e  l i n e  wi thout  such i n t e n t ,  

b u t  when he g e t s  t o  h i s  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  he may g e t  i n t o  c i v i l  

d i s o r d e r ,  b u t  he d i d  no t  have an  i m e n t i o n  t o  do s o  when he 

c ros sed  t h a t  l i n e .  

MR. LISAGOR: On t h i s  q u e s t i o n  of i n t e n t ,  Sena to r ,  Governor 

Rornney has  s a i d  t h a t  people l i k e  S t o k l e y  Carmichael,  one of t h e  

m i l i t a n t  Negro l e a d e r s ,  now i n  Cuba, ought t o  be charged w i t h  

t r e a s o n .  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  ought t o  hagpen?_ _- --- - 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, t r e a s o n  is  p r e c i s e l y  def ined  as  g i v i n g  

a i d  and comfort  t o  t h e  enemy. Now you have t o  prove i t .  And 

I would be t h e  l a s t  man t o  ever  put  t h e  f i n g e r  o f  t r e a s o n  on 

anybody u n l e s s  t h e r e  was a p r e t t y  c l e a r  showing, because t h a t  
- 
i s  a  t e r r i b l y  s i n i s t e r  charge t o  make. 

MR. AGRCNSKY: Does t h a t  mean you would not  be  a g a i n s t  t he  

naming of Carmichael  a s  a  t r a i t o r ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well,  i f  you can e s t a b l i s k  t h a t  f a c t .  

But you cannot  p u t  t h e  t a r r e d  s t i c k  on anybody un le s s  you 

p r e t t y  w e l l  know. Is it any e a s i e r  than  t o  say  t h a t  a  man 

is a  murderer u n l e s s  you have some r easonab le  ground f o r  



;uch b e l i e f ?  

C?. AGRONSKY: You demonstra te  a concern t h a t  is wide ly  shared  

in t h e  count ry  t h a t  perhaps t h i s  b i l l  on what i s  i n  e f f e c t  a n  

> £ f o r t  t o  r ead  p e o p l e ' s  thoughts  and i n t e n t  may be open t o  

xbuse, may g o  t o o  f a r ,  may t h r e a t e n  our c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

?recesses. Doesn ' t  t h a t  concern  you, s i r ?  

;ENATOR D I R E E N :  Well, I have n o t  examined t o o  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  

z o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  b i l l .  I was t h i n k i n g  i n  terms 

3f t h e  language i n  t h e  b i l l  i t se l f , -and your d i f f i c u l t y  i n  

f i nd ing  f a c t s  of  p r o b a t i v e  v a l u e  i n  o rde r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  such a .,- 

zharge. Because i f  you cannot  d o  i t ,  t hen  why have i t  on tl-e 

s t a t u t e  books. O r  b e t t e r  y e t ,  look fo r  a m o d i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  

#ill d e a l  w i t h  t h e  prohlem, t h a t  w m l d  appear  t o  be b e f o r e  u s .  

%I. AGRONSKY: Sena to r ,  d o n ' t  you f e e l  that -=bas  t h i s -  

concern about t h e  p o l i c e  approach t o  t h e  r i o t s  and t h e  

r e s t o r a t i o n  of law and o rde r  is go ing  t o  obscure  t h e  under- 

l y i n g ,  fundamental  need t o  d o  something about t h e  c i t i e s ?  

You k e p t  p o i n t i n g  ou t  what proof i s  t h e r e  t h a t  w e  need t o  pu t  
- 
i n  more. W e l l ,  t h e r e  a r e  s ta t i s t ics  th ,a t  demonstra te ,  f o r  

example, t h a t  f o r t y  per  c e n t  of  t h e  a d u l t  males i n  Negro 

g h e t t o s  i n  our c i t i e s  a r e  j o b l e s s  t h e s e  days ;  t h a t  one ou t  of  

t e n  of Negro boys and g i r l s  a r e  a b l e  t o  g e t  a  h igh sc ' rool  

educa t ion .  &renlt t h e s e  demons t ra t ions  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we 

do  need t o  do more, t h a t  t h i s  is what c r e a t e s  tbis element t h a t  

goes out  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t s  and r i o t s ?  



SENATOR DIRBEN: I w i l l  g o  s o  far  a s  t o  concede  t h a t  t h e r e  

is j o b l e s s n e s s  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  among t h e  younger  p e o p l e .  But  

I w i l l  admonish you a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  t e s t i m o n y  we had  

l a s t  y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  Committee by  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  

ciiow, and  b y  t h e  r e s e a r c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n  from S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  

$ i s p r o v e d  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  t h e y  were  u s i n g .  But  I 

d i l l  c o n c e d e  t h a t  t h e y  are s t i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l .  A l r i g h t .  L e t ' s  

s e e  w h a t - i s  t o  be done a b o u t  i t .  I a m  m i t e  w i l l i n g .  But  

dhen you s a y  we l e t  t h a t  be obscurFd b y  t h e  t u m u l t  and  t h e  

j i s o r d e r ,  wha t  d o  you wan t  t o  d o  -- l e t  t h e  t u m u l t  and  t h e  criml .,- 

and t h e  l o o t i n g  be o b s c u r e d  b y  t h e s e  o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ? -  

3r d o  we come t o  g r i p s ?  I f  s u r v i v a l  i s  n o t  t h e  f i r s t  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e n  you j u s t  as w e l l  f o r g e t  

3bout  t h i s  b u s i n e s s .  - .  - -- . . -- - 

Q7. AGRONSKY: S e n a t o r ,  I w i s h  I had a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

r e spond  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  we have r u n  o u t  o f  

t i m e .  Thank you v e r y  much f o r  b e i n g  h e r e  t o  FACE THE 

BATImJ, s ir .  

A word a b o u t  n e x t  w e e k  ' s  g u e s t  i n  a moment. 

WTNOUNCER: Today on FACE TKE NATIOhT, S e n a t o r  R e p u b l i c a n  Leader  

3 v e r e t t  D i r k s e n  o f  I l l i n o i s  was i n t e r v i e w e d  by  Peter L i s a q o r  

of t h e  C h i c a g o  D a i l y  News;  CBS N e w s  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  M a r t i n  

Agronsky; and  CBS News C o r r e s p o n d e n t  J o h n  H a r t .  


