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SENATOR DIRKSEN INTERVIEMED 

HUGH WWNS: "Late yes terday,  t he  Senate, i n  e f f e c t ,  k i l l e d  
t h e  1966 C i v i l  Rights  B i l l  f o r  t h i s  session.  -- 

"The c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  Senate b a t t l e ,  as i n  previous 
C i v i l  Rights B i l l s ,  was Republican Everet t  Dirksen of I l l i n o i s .  
With h i s  he lp ,  t h e  earlier b i l l s  passed., Without h i s  help,  
t h i s  b i l l  d id  not;  

What  happens now, who is t o  blame, and w i l l  t h e  C iv i l  
Rights  B i l l  rise again? W e l l ,  NBC News White House Correspondent 
Ray Scherer  took an  NBC f i lm  c r e w  t o  Senator  Dirksen's o f f i c e  f o r  
an in terview,  and now, by way of f i lm,  t o  Mr .  Dirksen's headquar- 
ters off  t h e  Senate f l o o r ,  and Ray Scherer." 

SGHERER: "Good morning, W e  a r e  going t o  g e t  -right t o  t h e  
point.  Senator Dirksen, why d id  t h e  1966 Civ i l  Rights B i l l  f a i l  
when t h e  o the r  C i v i l  Rights  B i l l s  a l l  more o r  less went through?" 

DIRKSEN: "Oh, Ray, you can ass ign many reasons,  but  i f  I 
were t o  ass ign  what I th ink  is t h e  fundamental reason, is t h e  
de fec t i ve  t h ing  about t h e  b i l l ,  t h e  weaknesses, t he  poor d r a f t i ng ,  
t h e  poor approach, and t h e  failure t o  come t o  g r i p s  wi th  t he  r e a l  
problems involved. Now, of course.  they say t h a t  t he  marches and 
demonstrations had some effect on it. I have no doubt t h a t  they 
heightened t h e  passions somewhat i n  t h e  emotions of people. But 
s t i l l ,  you can make something out of nothing, o r  v i ce  versus. You 
can" t ake  a b i l l  t h a t  i s  inheren t ly  bad and then expect t o  do 
something with it," 

SCHERER: "Do you feel t h e  country -- t h a t  is t h e  vo t e r s  -- do 
no t  w a n t  t h i s  b i l l ? lS  

DIRKSEN: "Exactly so ,  and I th ink,  of course,  t h a t  everything 
t h a t  has come t o  my a t t e n t i o n  by way of cumrmnications, personal 
approaches, one th ing o r  another ,  and not t o  underestimate what 
happened over i n  Maryland, i s  very s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t he  people 
did not wan t  it." 

SCH=rS(: What  d id  happen i n  Maryland, Senator?" 

OFFlCLS IN. NEW YORK . DETROlT . LOS ANOELES . WASHINGTON. D C. ' SAN CRANC16CO. NEW ENGLAND. CHICAT0 



DIRKSEN: ' W e l l ,  they had an e l e c t i o n  over t h e r e  yesterday 
and a s t r ange  thing, t h a t  one of t h e  candidates  f o r  governor, on 
t h e  Democratic t i c k e t ,  had only one plank i n  h i s  platform -- i f  
he  had any others ,  I never heard about it -- he s a i d ,  'A manes 
h m e  is h i s  castle'. He w a s  abso lu te ly  opposed t o  open occupancy. 
H e  d id  no t  weasel, he  d id  not  go about it i n  a half-hearted way. 
And when they counted t h e  r e s u l t s ,  he  w a s  on top, And I am con- 
f i d e n t  t h a t  he  d i d n t t  spend anywhere near t h e  money, nor  make 
t h e  representa t ions  nor have t h e  b i l l boa rds  and t h e  workers, t h a t  
t he se  o ther  candidates  had. But people, of course, went f o r  h i s  
brand of gospel, and t o  bear  t h a t  out  just a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r ,  I 
know of one Senate o f f i c i a l  whose w i f e  had as an assignment c a l l i n g  
up 300 vo t e r s  in Maryland. She c a l l e d  up every one of them. They 
wanted t o  know t h e  answer t o  onlv one auest ion.  and t h a t  was. 'What 
was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  Republican candidaee on t h e  sub jec t  &f 
open occupancy?'. She was c a l l i n g  Republicans, of course,'* 

SCHWW: "Senator, i s n ' t  Margland a p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ?  
Doea t h e  v o t e , f o r  Mahoney mean t h a t  Maryland d idn ' t  l i k e  open 
housing, o r  do you th ink i t  means t h a t  al l  people don't  l i k e  open 
housing?" 

D~RKS~JI "1 don't know w h a t  o the r  conclusion you can reach 
on t h e  baa i s  of that vote. They just d i d  no t  l ike it, Naw, of 
couree, Finan had h i s  f r i ends ,  s o  d id  Sickles ,  and they would get 
a fa i r  share  of t h e  vote.  I donn t know who had t h e  regular organ- 
h a t i o n ,  but  Sicklam, of course, had a s p e c i a l  o r  a n i z a t i ~ ~  He 
had t h e  two Sena*ors i n  h i s  corner ,  and they s eemf n g y  wers f o r  
open occupancy* Later on, they began t o  trim a l i t t l e ,  as I 
underatand, but  here w a s  Mahoney's s ta tement  just as clear aa 

and t ha t ' s  a l l  people had t o  know,. That wae t h e  only 
d e l i n e  they needed t o  i n d i c a t e  how they were going t o  vote." 

SCHERERI "Senator Dirksen, t he r e ' s  a good deal -- good deal 
being s a id  about bleme for t h i s  C i v i l  Rights B i l l  going dawn, A 
l o t  of people saying you are t h e  key t o  t h e  blame. H w  do you 
feel about t h a t ,  Senator?" 

DIRICSm: "Oh, Ray, I ' m  no atlas, They t r y  t o  gu t  t h a t  globe 
on my shoulder as much as t o  say t h a t  I c a r r y  t h e  weight of t h e  
world when it carnee t o  a matter of t h i s  kind. W e l l ,  t h a t  high 
f l a t t e r y ,  but I ' m  a f r a i d  it doesn't sound i n  fact i n  a mat ter  of 
course. So, somebody has  t o  t ake  t h e  l eadersh ip  i n  a s s e r t i n  a 
p o d t i o n  on t h i s ,  on m y  o the r  p i ece  of legislation, and i f  f t  
has  t o  be me, a l l  r igh t .  I can th ink  of nobody, from t h e  atand- 
po in t  of t i t l e ,  who would have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  it b e t t e r  
than I, if I ' m  opposed t o  it.** 

SCHERER: '%w much of a push did you get  from t h e  White 
House on passing t b h  b i l l ? "  



DIRKSEN: 'Well, we had a meeting a t  the  Q i t e  House just  a 
day o r  two before. The President cal led;  he thought, of course, 
t h a t  I might be persuaded a t  the  l a s t  minute, even as they thought 
I w a s  persuaded i n  ' 5 7 ,  '60, '64 and ' 6 5  on these other r ights  
issues and b i l l s .  But, I have calculated pre t ty  carefully,  and I 

* knew what w a s  i n  the  m i l l ,  and from t h a t ,  there w a s  no re t rea t ,  
because i f  I re t rea ted ,  it would be a miserable surrender of 
conscience," 

SCHWER: "How hard did t h e  President lay  it t o  you t h i s  time?" 

DIRKSEN: ' W e l l ,  I h e s i t a t e  t o  comment on that .  Obviously, 
if h i s  heart.  is r e a l l y  i n  it, he can give you qu i t e  a bad time if 
he wanted to." -- 

SCHERW: "Senator, i f  t h i s  b i l l  canes back next year, i n  
more o r  less the  same form, w i l l  it have a b e t t e r  chance?" 

. 

DIRKSEN: "1% not sure, because you're Likely t o  have a 
d i f f e ren t  Congress. That would be notably tnae s o  f a r  as the 
H a u s e  i s  concerned. I still  think t h e r e ' l l  be very substant ia l  
Republican gaina i n  the  Home of Representatives, There'll be 
some gains an t h e  Senate, I hope. And tha t  w i l l  give it a d i f -  
f e ren t  frame and a d i f f e ren t  jazz. So if they come along with 
an iden t i ca l  b i l l ,  o r  something eubstant ia l ly  the  same, i t  may 
have even grea ter  d i f f i cu l ty .  W e  s h a l l  see.'' 

- 
SCHERER: Y3uppose the b i l l  comes back with the jury pro- 

vision,  but without the  open occupancy provision. Would tha t  
engender your support?" 

DIRKSEN: ' W e l l ,  there's a good deal  of controveray about 
those two jury t i t lea.  I could mention i n  d e t a i l ,  probably time 
doesn't  permit, but Senators I-kuaka and Erwin have given special  
a t t en t ion  t o  T i t l e  I, dealing with Federal juries and s t a t e  . There are buga i n  it. I don't know how many Federal 
udgee weeve had who sa id  they just would not work. We brought 3""" 

i n  numberless c le rks  of court, who've s a i d  you can't  make it 
work. So what do you do in the  face  of expert testimony l i k e  
that?" 

SMERER: "Sanator, does the  f a c t  that  Hubert limphrey was 
not s i t t i n g  i n  the  Senate ae a United States  Senator make any 
difference i n  what happened t o  t h i s  b i l l?"  

DIRKSEN: IWo, it wouldnl t have made a p a r t i c l e  of d i f fe r -  
ence." 

SCHERER: "Do you think t h a t  even i f  he9d been there  with 
a l l  t he  fervor  t h a t  he  showed i n  the  other bills..." 



DIRKSEN: 'Yes," 

SCHWW: "...it still would have gone down?" 
I 

DIRKSEN: 'That 's  r i gh t .  Because you d idn ' t  have it wi th  
which t o  work." 

S m :  "You mentioned demonstrations before. Didn't t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  of Stokely Carmichael make it d i f f i c u l t  f o r  you t o  
sell t h i s  b i l l  t o  your fe l low Senators?" 

DIRKSEN: 'Yes, but don't l i m i t  it t o  h&-. Carmichael, Think 
of t h e  o ther  l eaders  who've gone i n t o  t h e  whi te  areas of Chicago, 
f o r  instance;  t h a t  is. after a l l ,  ca lcu la ted  harassment. It's 
a spec ies  of int imidat ion.  It's l i k e  saying they ' re  e i t h e r  
gonna do t h i s  o r  else. -Well, t h e  Congress has  go t t en  t o  t h a t  
pointwhere it's go t  its hackles out ,  and i t  doesn't propose t o  
legislate i n  t h a t  kind of atmosphere and under t h a t  kind of 
implied cunpulsion. . - 

SCHERER: "Senator, some of your fe l low Republicans a r e  
saying t h a t  your action i n  not  being f o r  t h i s  b i l l  has  h u r t  t h e  
Republicans nat ional ly,"  

DIRKSBV: "Is t h a t  t h e  great quest ion,  o r  is t h e  b i  ge r  
quest ion,  *What does my party do f r a n  a s tandpoint  of p r  nciple?'  
And with me, t h i s  is a case of principle." 

f 
SCKW%R: "If you were t o  write your own c i v i l - n i g h t s  B i l l ,  

t o  f i t  these  times, what would be i n  it?" 

DIRKSEN: "Oh, t ha t ' s  hard t o  say. Now, we have worked and 
labored and stewed and f r e t t e d  wi th  t h i s  T i t l e  I V  f o r  months. 
Together with staff, we've thought up substitutes, a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  
new approaches, we couJ.dn*t th ink up anything t h a t  was  acceptable." 

SCHWW: "Senator, what do you t h ink  about t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
demise of your o ld  f r i end ,  Joe Martin?" 

DIRKSEN: ' W e l l ,  it hurt  me  a g r e a t  dea l ,  because Joe was 
a s e i s t a n t  leader  i n  t h e  House when I came t h e r e  i n  1933. I saw 
him come up through t h e  cha i r s ;  when old B e r t  &ell(?) of New 
York passed away, Joe  then became t h e  %publican Leader, subse- 
quently became speakes, and w e  set high s t o r e  by him, because he  
had a heap of common sense, always, i n  approaching any kind of 
problem i n  government, and, of course, thatqa a l l  t oo  evident  
t o  people if you go out on t h e  platform and campaign, o r  ifi  you 
make any television-appearances.  That camesa is a c r u e l  i n s t ru -  
ment, I can te l l  you, because it'll catch  every blemieh, every 
crowns foo t ,  every mark of Father  Time is ch i se led  r i g h t  t h e r e  
s o  you g o t t a  be careful about it. W e l l ,  I d o n D t  know ff he went on 
t e l e v i s i o n  or not ,  but  if h e  did,  o b v i ~ ~ g l y  h i s  age and h i s  hea l th  
became all  t o o  t ransparent  and a l l  too  obvious t o  people," 



SCHWW: "Thank you, Senator Dirksen, I'd l i k e  to  think 
that our, camera has been kind to* you t h i s  morning." 

DIRKS!B: 'Well, i f  the camera haantt been kind, pm're a19 
w@ya kind." 

S a m :  '"i'bnk you so  much, 

"And now back t o  Today i n  New York," 

D(IWN$: "On that kind note, we thank Ray Scherer and Senator 
W e n . "  


