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MR, AGRONSKY: Senator Dirksen, in the light of
the Chinesec Communlst uvltimatum Lo India. the Indians
have asked for ald from the United States, Biritain and
the Soviet Union. Wnat should ouwr country do?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: There are several fhings we can
do, We can make an entireaty not Co go any further witn
this apgsressive nove.

Secondily, w2 could issue a formal warning not to
Zo any iurther,

Third, we mignt offer some kind of aid.

Feurth, we miznt offer.bur good offlices as an
intermadiary in the nope thnat all sides will accept,

If you ask me wnat kind cof ald, that's probably
a guestion that experta should answer. bzczuse obvicusliy
in a siftuaabtion of Chis kind 1t would aluost have to be
military ald.

THE ANNOUNCER: From CBS Washington, FACEH THE
NATION, a spontanecus and unrehearsed news Interview
with the Senate Republican leader averett Dirlcsen
of Tliinole. Senator Dirksen will be questioned by
CBS News Correspondent Roger Mudd, Ben Bagdikian of
the Saturday £vening Pcst, and £o lead the guestioning
CBS Newis Correspondent iMartin Agronsky.

e shall resume the interview withn Senator Dirksen

in Just a moment,



MR, AGRONSKY: Senator Dirksen., former Vice
President Nixon has charged that Fregldent Jonnson
has proved himself dmpotent to sCop the war between
India and Pakistan. How do you feel about %hat
accusation?

SENATOR DIRKSEMN: Well, can an oubtsilde couniry
aver stop a war? e probatly came cloger €o i¢ ln
the Congo vwhere we offered planes and I presume s=me
weapons. That went a good widys in crder o bring that
to an end, We did not stpp a vuar in Vietnam, T am not
sure uwnen you have major powers lLilkke Pakistan in Indla
that you can categorically say tnat by our interventlon
vie ¢an snLep a war, becauge there are the conflijicting
partles to be taken into account, and perhaps they will
not yield in princliple on tne posiftlon fthey take. Then
what does {he Unlfted States or any otner country actually
do?

MH ., AGRCNSKY: Senator, I take it you disagree with
Mr. Nixon?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I am Just tHtrying $o gilve
you a facbual answer to tne question as I undersiand it,
anc I try to project mysell intoc %he position of %he
President of %he Unilted Sta%es 1n determinlng what course
%0 pursue in the hope tha®% the war may be shopped, but a

hoge is one thing, actually 3topoing conflict is guibe



another,

MR, BAGDIKIAN: UWell, Senator, pursulng tnat
same polint, Richard Nixon has also said that he thinks
that Amevican fereign policy under Ghe Johnsen Adminis-
tration is progerly geing o be an issue in the 1966
election campaign, You have been Torthright in support
of the Pregident's feoraign nelicy. Is this ancther
serlious diiference befvween you and lMr, Nixon?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: Well, nob par:icularly, because
There are many facets Lo foreign policy.

You remembeir in 19606 oﬁé of the great lssues was
the low prestige of the United SPates in all parts of
the world, I do net believes thatf prestige has been
improved, In fact, T ¢nink it has been impaired. That,
of cowrsze, is one of the fnings that cecmes cut of Chis
crucible of dilfferences btetbueen countries that are
located ten, twelve Thousand miles avay. Bub since
that issue was made in '8} it wWill Be o recurring issue
In Gthe davs ahead.

MR, MUDD: Senator, specifically wv:ud Mr, Nixon's
comments, deo you think that President.Jcnnson will
sguccumb to the tempbation in South Vietnam fo agree
to a coalition or neufralist government ?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I can only csay I hope noft.

That's a tremendous lure in crder to bring hostilitcies



to an end and stop the blood~letting. But will it
have been a durable answer 1f 1f's done, because if
1t's neutralist obviously 1% can go 1n one direction
or another.

MR, MUDD: By houpea not, d0 you nope against hope
or do you have some feeling that the President would
succun to the temptatblon?

SANATCOR DIRKSEN: Vell, I dc not know what the
Presildent will do, T can only say I hope he will not
succumb to 1t untll every other device, every other
posslble remedy has been tried. Where has a state of
neutraliszm ever gotten us? Laos is a classical example
ot where embracing tnat doctrine has Pallied and it has
cnly agravated our troubles in the Far .ast.

MH, AGRONSKY: Well, Senator, suppose, to use your
own words, Gthe Fresident had tried everytihlng else and
T'elt that thls was the only solutGlon. Would you then
support him?

SENATOR DJRKSEN: Well, I would prefer not to c¢ress
that brildge until L came to it, but I would like to see
every other device, every other aperoach triled rirst
and tried etfectively tefore you get that rar,

MK, BAGDIKIAN: VWell, are you saying, Senator,
that you are not in your own milnd rullng out a possibility

of a negotlated peace or a coalltlon government, that
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you might accept it under zome conditions?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, maybe it 1s the ultimate
end to thils thing in place of continuing conflict, but
this conflict can spread and Tinally engulf the entire
world. That makes, of coursge, a behter cadice betueen
raally tuo extremes. Trat's why I say 1 don't like €o
oroject myseld that far into the future and come up witch
what secms like a categerlical ansuer.

MR, MUDD: Senator, Ir, Nixon also sald that
by 1968 unl=2zs Mr, Jonnsen suffered a majJor forsign
policy ecrisis or u domestic economic uphecaval the
President would be in an even stronger politlical position,
Do youti agree that as yet the Presgident has not sulfered
a major rforeign policy crisis?

SENATOR DIRKSIN: Up to this point I do nobt helieve
he nas.

MR, MUDD: VWhat do you do then with the Dominican
Republic? How do you categorize Soutn Vietnam?

SINATOR DIRKSEN: Well, first of all, the Adminis-
tration's policy In Vietnam is In a nature a continuation
of what we tiried to undertake in a limited way before.
That goes back to the Geneva accecrd in 1954, And under
that accord we vere permiftted to gend 1n sometining less

than 700 advigsers. Buf as thiz preblem Cook on new

[§2]

dimensioneg in Vietnam, we had ¢0 make a bulld-up there
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and try toe train the Vietnamese army, and that's the
0ld stery. You move a little further each tlwe and
finally you are in difficultles up to your neclt, so

that today L thiank it 1s erebty conceded theb we neve

]

more than 125,000 groops of all Kinds, meaning msintenance
troops, operational troopsz, and 80 forth, In Vietnam.

Now there iz speculatiosn as to wnebther cor nof we nezd

even mere, ard I am not crepared ©o say uhetheyr they

w1lll he sent o' not. It is P@ing discucssed, That I

can say.,

MR, AGRCNSKY: But ycu don't feel that thisz will
e an lssue in the campalign? Ycu would exclude 1g?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, you can't laugh tnls thing
off entirely, but it 1s a fact that we made scme pledges
o Vlietnam mere than eleven yz2ars ago and we certalnly
do not want to be In a pogition of having any country
say that we repudiated our pledzesz and we welcned on
the promises that we made,

MR, BAGDIKIAIl:; Well, Senaftor, do you agree with
what is commonly gsald that President Johnson is very
strong and able on the domestic slide of polley and
practlces, but that his weakness is foreign gollcey,
and do you think this is true and do you cthink this

will make a difference in the coming electlions, that

this 1s hils vulneraole point?
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SENATOR DIRKSiEN: Well, ncw, wvihen you talk about
strength on the domestlc slde, you are talking, I suppose,
about the capacify and Tacllity of the President to get
his program througn Congress, but thsre is another stanza
to that whole story, and that is if it 1z taken through
Congress guccessfully, 1t 3till has to be made to work.
And the guestion is will 1t work?

I cite as an example the so-called poverty program.
I addressed myself to that at considerable length on the
Senate floor and pointed out some of the peculiar and
almost silly undertakings, like 437 young ladies, 1f I
may use the term, ages 13 to 15, being talken around and
gshown how to drive a truck, how fo dance the ballet, and
so forth, to gilve them a hint as to vwhat kind of future
occupations tney might want to pursue, Well, what a lot
of academic nonsense that really is,

Now, you can multiply 1t in a lct of quarters. So
1t's not tne fact that Conpress approved the antl-poverty
program, They have to take responsibility for making
the program work and that's quite a different thing.

MR . AGRONSKY: Senator, one arza in which you are
completely at odds wlth the Pregident 1ls on the right to
work amendment that 1s being proposed, so-called 14(b}
to the Taft-Hartley Act,

SENATOR DIRKSEN: You are qulbe right.



MR ., AGRONSKY : Rigiit. Now, you have sald that
you are orepared to filibucster that 't£il thne snow {lies.
Do you intend to keep Congress hnere *'til Christmas? I3
that the thrust o7 your obhservation?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, Martin, first I must

corrsct you, I never used tnat odious word "filibuster.”

I like to tnink of 1¢v 1n terus of 2xtended discussion.
MR. MUDD: Why is it so cdicus, Senator? Why 1is
that word ondious? -

SENATOR DIRKSEM Well, =zomebody attached a rather
odiousz connotatlon to the word and so I like to avoid it,
but extended discussion is a far bestber term, MNMoreover,

1t 's wore readily Granslatable into glving information

to the country. You see, Thonas Jzilerson once 3nid,
"To inform the minds of the country and then abide by
the Judgment of the people is the Jduty of a public servant .’
So T am just btrying to inform the oveople,

MR, AGROMSKY:. How long do you intend to inform tne
people? Let s put 1t that way.

SEINATOR DIRKSEN: Well, 1t devends somewhatc on wihak

the issue 1z, the time of thz year, and so fortn, whether
there iz something --
MR, AGRONSKY: Well, let’sz talk aboulb the rizght Lo

for]

work amendment to the Taft~Hartley Act.

SeMATOR DIRKSEN: Yes, it's going co come af aboud
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the rignht tlme of the year, The children are in

school, People are back from thelr vacations. They

now address themselves Co more serious busihess and tney
read more critically than they have before and they listen
to your orograms more critically, And as a result they
will be doing a lof of Thinking. S0 we want to only

lay out foundational materlal that will be a guldellne

for them to think through.

MR, MUDD: Have you got some information, Senator,
information come Lo you that perhaps the Administratilon
will not push 14(b) this £all? Mike Mansef{leld the
other day indlcated fthat the declsion to call i% up
rwas not irrevocable.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Yes, but 1 have no information,
tnat is to say, I have no exact knowledge on that polnt.
Scmetimes I get feelers from one slde or another,

MR, MUDD: Have you gotten feelers on thils?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: And all To often there 1s aluays
coupled with cne of these probes a little tag, whether
you will do a certain thing in January or in the second
session of the 89th Congress 1f Tihis issue is Chrown
overboaird,

MR . AGRONSKY: Do wou now have reference to the
reapportlorment decision, is that it?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: Botn, reapportionment and also



to

14{n}.

MR, BAGDIKIAN: Well, Senabor, it's commonly
thought that on reappcrticnment on wnicin you uwere
defeated this tlme on the attemot Lo water down the
Supreme Court decision on one main, ohe vote, that you
¢ild get a concession from the Auaninistratlon in naving
that thne first order of business when Conglress recon-
venes in January, and many people have supposed that
there was some kind of arrangemgnt, some kind of deal
on whichn you mot this and there was & little tag connected,
Is thiz true? And, if so, what vias the tag?

SENATOR DIRKSEN Vell, T am afrald on Chat issue
you are a little too polite, f do know that I got a
concession, I &now that I went into the Judiciary

Committee airmed with everytning I needed witnin the

|3

compase of the rule book and said, "Mo reapgortionment,
no immigration," b“ecause in a commiftee you car put a bill
cleep. It only takes two people, and I nad two or three

at my right nand to nelp, because in a morning's sesslon

you geu practically a good hour in order to devate an issue.

And once you get the floor they can't take it away from
you., S0 we could have kept that going until Christmas
easlly. At long last the vote waz ciiang=d. I do not
know what extranecus force was Lnbtruded tw change Chat

vote. I oniy know hhat when 1 sald, "It's either thnis or
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else, tnat suddenly there was a change and instead

of a tie vote in the full committee the vote was 9 to 7
and The reapportionment iszue went or the calendar, I
made this one concession. I would not try to have 1
called up untll Januvary.

MR, BAGDIXKIAN: Do you think you will win In January
where you were beaten this time?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I’never g0 on a long traill
like that without feeling that when you get to the end
of the trall you can holst the flag of vichory.

MR, MUDD: To return just briefly to the 14(h)
extended debate, you have sald that you have got 25 men
you can count on to run this filibuster, Mozt people
can't count but 17. And in your oiflce last week when
you had a meeting on 1t only 1l showed up,.

Now, the fact is, Senator, that wnat you got
willing to fililibuster are zome o0ld men and some Mid-
west Republicans who have never gone through a filibuster
belfore.

Now, do you veally think you can mount an all-out
cracorical display that will require the Administiratlon
to roll back?

MR, DIRKSEN;: First, Roger, I am sorry if my

strategy threw you off traclk, You see, I only Invited

as many to that strategy meeting in my office as were
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there. BEveryone 1 invited was there, I didn’t ask
Tor tihe rest of them. I knew wners they wers and who
they viera,
MR. MUDD: You nave tricked me before, Senabor.
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Ch, I am sorry, Eub I know now

many we got on both sides,

MR, MUDD: VWell, now many do you have?

W
W
1

SENATCOR DIRKSEN: Vell, must Y discloe
L. MUDD:  You =aid 25 once.,
-

SENATOR DIRKSEM: Welil, 1if I gaid 25, then I can
still stick by 25,

MR, AGRCNSKY : Are tnere enough to holst the Tlag
i victory, Senator?

SENATOR DIRKSIN: Tt migpnt Be move,

Well, I think so.

MR , AGRONSKY When?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: I Begln Lo see the steam column
rise all over the country on Ghls issue of 14{b), and
belleve me, that's not limited €o people unidentified
wilth unions, You would te surprized at thnie number of
card~-carrylang members in labor organizations who are
writlng in constantly day after day agailnst the rejeal
of 14{p}, &S0 we belleve ue have got Ghe country in our
corner, and I do 2elleve that the national polls that

are carefully teken will sustain that observation and



14
that judgment,

MR, AGRONSKY: Senator, despite your resistance
to the Administration and the President on 14(b), the

Right-to~Work Act,

many people feecl thalt the President
has you uneguivecally in nis corne any time he really
vwants you. Do you Chinik that's falir?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: T am never unequivocally in

anycody'is corner, then T taink the Presgident 1s right,

then L avn In his coiner. Wihen -7 think he is wrong, I
-

tell nim 50 and I tell nim in language I am sure he
vnderstands .,

LR, ACGRONSKY: He ceems t0 demonstrate a remarkable --

SENATOR DIRKSEN: PBecause ve laarned a scrt of a
common language when we viere leaders together in the
Senateand and we could telk to each other freely at
his office or In nine, and you could throw In a few
expletives, you could tnrow tne punctuation series oub
of the window and use an emphasis that doesnit always
sound goed in public. But when ve got through we knew
where we stood,

MR, BACDIKIAN: But, Senator, I don‘t think that
there is another important Republican leader who nas
had as casual relationg with the last tuwo Democratic

Presidents as you have and with the Democratvic leadership

on the H11l. Is this a reflectlion of the fact that the
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Republican strength is very weak at this time in numbers
and vie perhaps don't nave a real two-parcy system bub,
as zomesne sald, a one~and-a-half party system, and does
tails covaiallty and iregquent cooperaticon that you nave
with the Administratlon a mattelr of conviction or is 1t,
uell, expedicncy, thz best you can get under the clreum-
stances?

SENATOR DIRKS®EN: Well, nov, that'ls a very involved

gueation and maybe we ought to parse it like you doc a

(i3

-t

Wirst of all, ig there any reaeson vwey I shouldn't

malntain that long-standing friendocnip with
and still e able o disagree with him ang do it violently
ripnt ln his presence wvhen vwe nhave a sezzion? He under~
stands fully and =o do T,

Very often, you talk about one and one-hall parties.
I remind you that thoze very catcehy cliches that are in
tne air today you couwld reproduce from the literaturs of
1928, when after that electinn they zaid the Temocrat
Party 1o donhe, Isn't that vwnat they said? Why they had
all the wireathes ready, the hdle was dug in the cemetery,
the marhle slab was prepared: dere iicz the Democrat

Party

VRS

But parties ares rather viable and durable insti-
tutlones and they don't die on the vine quite that way.

And it only takes events to infuse n2w interest in a party.
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The Republicans are sCill here, Somet imes they tempo-

rarily switch to the other szide. You got the Independent

vote to uwork on and to lure back into the Republican Party,
How, T will give you an example. In 1950 I rang

all the changes in the campalipgn &falnst the majorlty

ieader of the Sencte, who is my friend and has always

-

(o)

gen my friznd and who comes to sce ms, and you ¥Knou that

I am referring to the Honorable Scott Lucas formerly

United Stateaz S

<

Tllinols, DBut

e

nator from the State of

-
the day that the werd came Chat the Croops viers moving
intec Kerea that put an entively different face upon the
camzalgn. From then on tiere was only cne issue,

So wnan I say events, those are the criftical thilngs
thot give direction tio a party and give direction to the

I

thinking of the pcople when they go to thes polls Lo vote,

And Tinally, just thig broad obzervation, ttho was

o

he professor at the Univergivy of Wisconcin yeare ago, I

think his name was Monvoe, who sald, "Parties don't defcat

Hi

aog defeat Chemzselves. And I think

1=

ecach other. Part
that's pretty nearly a political Yruism,.

MR. AGRONSKY: BSenator, theire are many more things
that we would like to ask you and we wWill resume tne

guestioning in a moment.

MR, AGRONSKY : Senator Birksen, you have indicated
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that you refuse to be discouraged abouh tihe prospects

for your party In the forthecoming elections in '€6 and

I presume in '68. Who do you cee on {he Republlcan scene
uno could lead your party in 196u7?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, you cause we prea%t distress
of spirlt when you ask that guestion, kacatse 1t would be
necessary then for me to igure some persor: out, I can
glye you names.

MR . AGRONSKY: That uould be interesting.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Thathdoesn‘t mean that they willl
20 anyvhere with the party whnen the chips are down., But
former Vice Precldent Nixon Is stlill out in front, that
in to say, In front, I mean in front of the publle, There
Ls Governor Romney of Mlchigan who gets around fthe country
a geood deal. There Is the Governor Pennsylvania, Whether
he has ambltions in that field I do not know, tut I
presume there wlll still be others wihen the time comes,
and it's quite a long ways Go 1968.

MR, MUDD: Will your party go through 1n 1968 what
it went through in 1964, that 1s, a show-down between
the moderate wing of the party and the conservablves,
or is that fight over 1ln your party in ccnvenblons?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: T belleve, Roger, that to a

considerable extent that's over. I we had To have

a lesson, and 1f you can call it a lesson, then left 1964



stand as that lesson.

MR, AGRONSKY : What was the legson yvou gob Trom
184, Senator?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, you had a popular candidate
who had been coursing tnis country Tor a long time. And.
frankly, T do not lknow how you viould have assembled any
sroup of delegations and denied that nomination Go Barry
Golduater. He traveled early and late, rpefore clubs and

groups and political mweevinge all over the country day
and night, rain and shine. Nogédy i{rom the astandpoint
cf energy and hard work could ecver match that record.
And a candidote doesn't buliid himsell up in a day. You
don't do it in newspaper headlinec.

MR, AGRONBKY: Senator, is zeal and ecanecrgy a sub-
sbiltute for capacity?

SEHATOR DIRKSEM: Oh, no, If requires all of those,
butt I am specaking onlty nou of what happrened in San
Francisco, because these people had seen him. They
had shaken hands witnh him. They Y%Xnew him. They dildn't
know scme of these gther candidates exceolb That those
were names that appeared cn the Tront vage or over radio
or on television. But beyond that -- you knguw, it has

a deep impress if wyou see a man's name and say, T Know

nim, T zaw him. e grabved my hand ana gave me a vigorous

handshake ." And nere you had the fruits of many years
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0

o7 endeavor, because he was at 1t all %he while that
e was a memher of thne Unifed States Senate,

MR, BAGDIKIAN: But, Senabor, haven't you saild
that even in hindsigh®t you would do It all over again
in nominacing Barry CGoldwatrer and presumably knowing
rhe disaster “hat wcould come [rom thab?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: Yell, acting and speaking from
hindslght cuba me in some Alfficulty, but I think T
would have done preciszely whaE I d1ld before, ¥Filrat,
hecause I fhoupght ne was golng To get fhe nomination,
but more importantly as a célleague he asked me %o
nominate him.

MR, MUDDt  Senator, In jush the brief moment we
nave go% lef* can I pin you down on a Tlat predictlon
a3 40 when the filrsh sesslon of the 3%h Congress willl
finally get ocut ol Wasningtoen?

SENATCR DIRKSEN: Well, T could gilve you a half a
dozen dates, I could say, "'Get your Thanksgiving turkey
nou, " or "Buy the htrimmings Tor your Christmas hree."

Yhe Knows?
MR, MUDD: ‘Uhat do you Hhink?

SEMATOR DIRKSEM: We have golt some vitallfy and 1f

14{b) iz going to be dished up [ can assure you thakb
there iz golng to be extended discusaion.

MRt , AGRONSKY: Senator, I am awfully sorry,



20

gentlemen, I am awfully sorry bub ocur time is up.
Thank you, Senator Dirksen, for being here with
us on FPACE THE NATION,

A word about nexit uweek's guest now Iin a moment.

THE ANNOUNCER: Today on FACH THE NATION Senate
Republiéan leader Zyerett Diritzen of Xllinoia was intor-
vieved by CBS neviz correspondent Roger Mudd, Ben Bagdikian
of the Saturday svening Post , TES news ¢orresnondent Martin
Agronsky led the questioningf Hezt uveei Under Secretary
of State George VW. Ball will FACE THL NATION.

FACE TiE NMATION wmas prerecorded in Washington.



