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M R .  AGRONSKY: Sena tor  Dirksen,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of  

the Chinese Commun'ist ultimatum t o  Ind ia ,  the I n d i a n s  

have asked POP a i d  from t h e  United S t a t e s ,  B r i t a i n  and 

t h e  SovLet Union. Iihat should our COuiltry d o ?  

SGNATOH DIRKSEN: There a r e  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  he can 

do,  We can make an e n t r e a t y  n o M o  go  any f u r t h e r  r i i t h  

t h i s  aggresseve  move. 

Secondly,  wp could  'issue a formal  rmrning no t  t o  

g 3  any f u r t h e r .  - 
Third ,  we m i ~ h t  o t k r  some k ind  of a i d .  

- 
Four th ,  we might o f f e r  our good o f z i c e s  a s  an 

Ln te r r ad i a ry  i n  the hope t k a t  a l l  s i d e s  vi:ill a c c e p t .  

If you ask me nhat  k lnd  o f  a i d ,  t h a t  Is probably 

a quesLion t h a t  e x p e r t s  should answer,  because obv ious ly  

'in a s i t i i a t i o n  of t h i s  k ind  it would almost  have t o  be 

m i l i t a r y  a i d .  

THE A N N O U S E R ;  From CBS Washington, FACE THE 

NATION,  a  spontaneous and unrehearsed news I n t e r  vfef.q 

with t h e  Sena te  Republ i c a n  l e a d e r  Eve re t t  Dirksen 

of I l l i n o i s .  Sena to r  Dirksen w i l l  be ques t  foned by 

CBS New Correspondent Roger Mudd, Ben Bagdikian of 

the Sa turday  Evening Pos t ,  and t o  lead t h e  question' ing 

CBS News Correspondent Mart i n  Agronslsy . 
We s h a l l  resume t h e  i n t e rv i ew wit.h Sena tor  Dir"ksen 

in j u s t  a moment. 



MR. AGRONSKX: Sena to r  Dirksen, former Vice 

P r e s i d e n t  Nixon has  charged t h a t  Pres iden t  Johnson 

h a s  proved himself  impotent t o  s t o p  the war between 

I n d i a  and Pak i s t an .  How do you f e e l  about t h a t  

a c c u s a t i o n ?  

SEXATOR DIRKSEN: Well, can a n  ou t s ide  count ry  

e v e r  stiop a war? We probably came c l o s e r  t o  it i n  

t h e  Congo where we o f f e r e d  planes  and I presume s?me 

weapons. That  went a good Wys i n  o rde r  t o  b r i n g  t h a t  

t o  an  e n d ,  We dLd not s t o p  a war i n  Vietnam. I am n o t  .- 

s u r e  when you  have major powers iFke Pak i s t an  i n  Ind ia  

$ h a t  you can c a k e g o r i c a l l y  say  t h a t  by our i nke rven t ion  

we c a n  s t o p  n war, because t h e r e  a re  t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  

p a r t i e s  t o  be t a k e n  i n t o  account,  and perhaps bheg viill 

not y i e l d  i n  princip1.e on the  posLtfon t h e y  t a k e ,  Then 

what does  the United S t a t e s  o r  any o t h e r  count ry  a c t u a l l y  

do?  

MR. AGlIONSKU: Senator ,  I t a k e  it; you d i s a g r e e  wlth 

M r .  Nixon? 

SENATOR DXRKSEN: Well, I am just; t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  

you a f a c t u a l  answer t o  t h e  ques t ion  as I understand LC,  

and I try Co p r o j e c t  myself i.nt.0 t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t ~ e  

Pres iden t  of &he United S t akes  s n  dei;ermining what course  

60 pursue i n  t h e  hope t h a t  t h e  vjar nay be stopped,  buG a 

hope is one t h i n g ,  a c t u a l l y  s topping  c o n f l i c t  is quLte 



a n o t h e r .  

MR. BAGDIKIAN : Well, Senat  o r ,  pur suing t h a t  

same po in t ,  Richard  Nixon h a s  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  he t h i n k s  

'chat American f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  under t h e  Johnson Adminis- 

t r a t i o n  is  p r o p e r l y  go ing  60 be an  i s sue  i n  t h e  1966 

e l e c t i o n  campaign. You have been f o r t h r i g h b  f n  support  

of t h e  Presiclznt  Is f o r e l g n  po l i cy .  Is b h f s  ano'chw 

s e r f  ous d i f f e r e n c e  betiween you and Mr. Nixon? 

SENATOR DIRILSEN : Well, r@t par: i c u l a r l y ,  because 

t h e r s  a r e  many f a c e t s  Go f o r e i g n  po l i cy .  
.- 

You remember -in 1960 one of  Lhe grear; i s s u e s  bas  

t h e  low p r e s t i g e  of Ghe United S t a t e s  i n  a l l  p a r t s  of 

t h e  world.  I d o  no t  b e l l e v e  t h a t  p r e s t i g e  has  been 

improved. I n  f a c t ,  1 t h i n k  l t  has  been Lmpaired. That ,  

of c o ~ r s e ,  i s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  thal; comes ou t  of this  

c r u c i b l e  06 d t r f e r e n c e s  between c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  a r e  

l o c a t e d  ken, twelve thousand miles aeray. Bug s l n c e  . . 

t h a t  f s s u e  was made i n  '64 It w L l 1  be a r e c u r r i n g  i s s u e  

i n  t h e  days  ahead .  

MR.  MUDD: Sena to r ,  speci i" ica1ly  un M r .  N k o n l s  

comments, do  you t h i n k  t h a t  P re s lden t  Jct-.nson w i l l  

succumb t o  %he tempbat ion i n  Soubh Vietnam t o  agree  

t o  a c o a l i t i o n  o r  neu 'cra l isd  government;? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, 1 can only s a y  I hope n o t .  

T h a t ' s  a  tremendous live i n  o rde r  t o  b r i n g  h o s t i l i t i e s  



t o  a n  end and s t o p  t h e  b l o o d - l e t t i n g .  But w f l l  it 

have been a du rab le  answer i f  i t ' s  done, because i f  

I t 's  n e u t r a l i s t  obv ious ly  it c a n  go i n  one d f r e c t i o n  

o r  a n o t h e r ,  

M R ,  MUiID: By hupe n o t ,  d o  you hope a g a b s t  hope 

o r  do you have some fee l ing :  t h a t  the Pres iden t  would 

succumb t o  t h e  t empta t  i o n ?  

SJNATOR DIRKSEN:  Well, I do not know what t he  

P re s iden t  w i l l  d o .  I c a n  o n l y  say I hope he w i l l  not 

succumb t o  i t  unl;Il e v e r y  o t h e r  dev lce ,  e v e r y  o t h e r  . - 
poss ib l e  Pemedy has  been t r i e d .  Whece has a  s t a t e  of 

neu t r a l f sm cvei. g o t t e n  u s ?  Laos 1s a classical example 

oY where embracing t h a t  d o c t r i n e  has f a i l e d  and It has  

only  aggrava ted  o u r  t r o u b l e s  I n  t h e  F a r  J a s t .  

&In. AGhONSI(Y: Well., Sena to r ,  suppose, t o  use your 

own words, the P r e s i d e n t  had t r i e d  eve ry th ing  e l s e  and 

Yelt  t h a t  this was t h e  on ly  so1ut;ion. Would you then  

support  nim? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I would p r e f e r  not t o  c r a s s  

that  br idge  u n t i l  I Came t o  i t ,  bu t  i: would like t o  see  

eve ry  o t h e r  dev lce ,  e v e r y  o t h e r  approach t r r e d  first 

and t r i e d  e r f e c t e v e l y  b e f o r e  you get t h a t  faP, 

MH. B A G D I K U N :  Well, are you sayLng, Senato?, 

that  you a r e  not  i n  yous* own mind r u l l n g  out  a p o s s i b i l t t y  

of a  negotiated peace o r  a c o a l i t i o n  gwernrnent, i%at 



you might accep t  i t  under some c o n d i t i o n s ?  

SENATOR DLRKSEET: Well ,  maybe i t  i s  t h e  ul.tirnate 

end t o  t h i s  thLng i n  p l ace  of c o n t i n u i n g  conflict, but 

t h i s  c o n f l i c t  can  spread  and f i n a l l y  engul f  t h e  e n t e r e  

world .  Tkat makes, of cou r se ,  a b e t t e r  cho ice  between 

r e a l l y  two extremes.  T h a t ' s  why I s a y  5 don1 t l i k e  t o  

proJecl; myself t h a t  f a y  i n t o  eke f u t u r e  and come up ~ i t h  

what seems l i k e  a  c a t e g o r i c a l  enswer.  

MR. MUDD: Sena tor ,  Mr. Nixon a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  - 
by 1968 un lc s s  M r .  Johnson suSSered a major f o r e i g n  

po l i cy  c r i e i : 3  o r  a domect i c  '6conomic upheaval 6he 

P re s iden t  woulc be i n  a n  even s t r o n g e r  p o l i t i c a l  pos i tLon .  

Do gou agree  t h a t  as y e t  the  P r e s i d e n t  has not  s u f f e r e d  

a major f o r e i g n  po l i cy  c r ls is?  

S!ZhIATOil DIRKSEN: Up t o  t h i s  p a i n t  I do nol; b e l i e v e  

he h a s .  

MR. MUDD: What do you do then  With the Dvmfnican 

Republfc?  How do you c a t e g o r i z e  South Vfe'inam? 

SENATOR DIRKShTJ: Well, first 01 a l l ,  t h e  Adminis- 

t r a t l o n r s  po l i cy  i n  Vietnam i s  lin a n a t u r e  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  

of what be t r i e d  t o  under take f n  a l i m i t e d  uay b e f o r e .  

That  goes back t o  t h e  Geneva accord  i n  1954. And under 

t h a t  aceord  we viere permi t ted  t o  send i n  something less 

t h a n  700 a d v i s e r s .  But a s  t h i s  problem took on new 

d lmens iom i n  Vietnam, we had t o  make a build-up t h e s e  



a 
and t r y  t o  t r a i n  t h e  Vietnamese arn!y, and t h a t ' s  t h e  

01.d s twry ,  You move a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  eaeh t ime and 

f i n a l l y  you a r e  i n  d i f f i c u l t i e s  up t o  your  neck,  so 

t h a t  bouay I th-ink ft i s  p r e t t y  conceded t h a t  tie have 

more t h a n  125,000 t roops  of a l l  k inds ,  meaning msfntenance 

t r o o p s ,  o p e r a t i o n a l  t roops ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  i n  Vietnam. 

Now t h e r e  is s p e c u l a t i o n  a s  t o  whether o r  not  we need 

even more, and I am not prepared t o  s a y  whether t h e y  

will be sen t  o r  n o t .  It i s  Wing d i s c u s s e d .  Tha t  I 

can sag.  
,- 

MR. AGRONSKY: But you donf  t f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  

be  a n  i s s u e  i n  t h e  campaign? You would exclude i t ?  

SFNATOR DIRKSEN: Well, you c a n ' t  laugh t h i s  t h i n g  

o f f  e n t i r e l y ,  bu t  it f s  a f a c t  t h a t  we made some pledges  

t o  Vietnam more than  e l e v e n  y e a r s  a g o  and we c e r t a i n l y  

do n o t  want t o  be i n  a  p o s i t i o n  of having any counhry 

s a p  t h a t  we repudia ted  our  pledges  and we welched on 

t h e  promises t h a t  we made, 

MR. BAGDUCTAN: Well, Sena to r ,  do you ag ree  w i th  

what is commonly s a i d  t h a t  P re s iden t  Johnson is ve ry  

s t r o n g  and able on t h e  dornest i c  s i d e  o f  po l icy  and 

p r a c t i o e s ,  bu t  t h a t  h i s  weakness is f o r e i g n  po l i cy ,  

, and do you t h i n k  t h i s  is  t r u e  and do  you 'chlnk t h i s  

w i l l  make a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  coming e l e c t i o n s ,  that 

t h i s  i s  h%s  vu lne rab le  po in t ?  



L. 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, now, when you t a l k  abou t  

s t r e n g t h  on t h e  domestic s ide ,  you a r e  t a l k i n g ,  I suppose,  

about t h e  Capaci ty  and f a c i l i t y  of t h e  Pres iden t  t o  g e t  

h i s  program through congress ,  but t h e r e  i s  ano the r  s t a n z a  

t o  that whole s t o r y ,  and t h a t  i s  Pi' it is taken  th rough  

Congress s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  i t  s t i l l  has  t o  be made t o  work. 

And t h e  q u e s t i o n  is  w i l l  i t  work? 

I c i t e  as an  example the  so -ca l l ed  poverty program. 

I addressed myself t o  t h a t  a t  cons fde rab le  l e n g t h  on the  
C 

Senate  f l o o r  and pointed O L I ~  some of t h e  p e c u l i a r  and 

almost  s i l l y  under takings ,  T%ke 437 young l a d i e s ,  i f  1 

may use  t h e  term, ages  1 3  t o  15, befng taken around and 

shown Mow t o  d r i v e  a t r u c k ,  how t o  dance t h e  b a l l e t ,  and 

s o  f o r t h ,  t o  g ive  them a  h i n t  as t o  Pihat k ind  of f u t u r e  

occupa t ions  they  m i g h t  want t o  pursue.  Well, what a  l o t  

of  academic nonsense t h a t  r e a l l y  i s .  

NON, you can mult l p l y  i t  In a  l o t  of q u a r t e r s .  So 

i t  Is not  t he  f a c t  t h a t  Concress approved t h e  an t i -pove r ty  

program. They have t o  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  making 

t h e  program work and t h a t ' s  q u i t e  a  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g .  

MR. AGRONSKY: Senator ,  one a r e a  en which you a r e  

complete ly  a t  odds w i th  t h e  President; i s  on t h e  r i g h t  t o  

work amendment t h a t  i s  being proposed, so-cal led 14  (b 1 

t o  t h e  Ta f t -Har t l ey  A c t ,  

SEXATOR DIRKSEN : You a r e  q u i t e  r i g h t .  
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MR. AGRONSfl: Righ t .  Now, you have s a i d  t h a t  

you a r e  prepared t o  E i l f b ~ ~ e t e r  t h a t  I t  i1 t h e  snovi TiLes , 

Do you in t end  t o  keep Conpposs here  ' ti1 Christmas? Is 

t h a t  the t h r u s t  o i  you r  observa t ion?  

SENATOR DIRiCSdT : Well, Mart i n ,  first 3 must 

c o r r e c t  you ,  1 never  used t h a t  odious  word " i ' i l i h u s t e r  ." 
I l i k e  t o  t h i n k  of it i n  terms o f  ex'cendec! d i s c u s s i o n ,  

MR. MUDD: Why i s  it s o  odious, Sena to r?  Why is  

that  word od ious?  - 
SENATOR DLRKSEN : Well, somfbocig at tached a  r a t h e r  . - 

odious  c o n n o t a t i o n  t o  t h e  word and s o  I l i k e  t o  avoid i t ,  

bu t  extended d i scuss2on  i s  a f a r  b e t t e r  term. Moreover, 

i t ' s  more r e a d l l y  t r a n s l a t a b l e  i n t o  g i v h g :  in format ion  

t o  t h e  c o u n t r y .  You s e e ,  Thomas Jeff 'erson once s a i d ,  

"To inform t h e  minda of t h e  country  and t h e n  ab ide  by 

t h e  judgment of t h e  people i s  t h e  duty of a pubblic se rvan t ,  I I 

S:, 1 am J u s t  b iy lng  t o  inform t h e  people.  

MR. AGRONSKYr How long do you in t end  t o  inform t h e  

people?  L e t ' s  put i t  t h a t  way, 

SENATOR DIRKSEN : Well, it depends somewhat on what 

the i s s u e  is, khe t ime of t h e  year ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  whether 

t h e r e  is something -- 
M R ,  AGRONSKY: Well, l e t ' s  t a l k  about t he  r i g h t  t o  

work amendment t o  t h e  Taf t -Har t ley  Act .  

SII;NATOR DIRICSEN: Y e s ,  e'c ' s  going t o  come a t  about 



the r i g h t  t ime of t h e  y e a r .  The c h i l d r e n  a r e  i n  

s choo l .  People a r e  back from theLr  v a c a t i o n s ,  They 

now a d d r e s s  themse lves  t o  more s e r l o u s  businesa  and t h e y  

r ead  more c r i t L c a l l y  t h a n  t h e y  have be fo re  and t h e y  l i s t e n  

t o  your  programs more c r i t i c a l l y .  And as a  r e s u l t  they  

w i l l  bc do ing  a l o t  of t h i n k i n g .  So we ruant t o  on ly  

l a y  out  f o u n d a t i o n a l  material .  t h a t  w i l l  be a  g u i d e l i n e  

f o r  them t o  t h i n k  th rough .  

MR. MUDD: Have you got  some information, Sena tor ,  
F-~ 

i n fo rma t ion  come t o  you t h a t  perhaps t h e  Adminis t ra t ion  

w l l l .  no t  push 1 4 ( b ]  t h l s  f a l - l ?  Mike MansefEeld t h e  

o t h e r  day i n d i c a t e d  that  bhe d e c i s i o n  t o  c a l l  it; up 

was not  i r r e v o c a b l e .  

SENATOR DIRKSEIJ E Yes, but I have no informat i on ,  

t h a t  i s  t o  s ay ,  I have no e x a c t  knowledge on t h a t  p o i n t .  

Sometimes I g e t  f e e l e r s  f r m  one sLde o r  ano the r .  

MR. MUDD: Have you g o t t e n  f e e l e r s  on t h i s ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: And a l l  t o  o f t e n  t h e r e  is always 

coupled w i t h  one of t h e s e  probes a  l i t t l e  t a g ,  whether 

you w L l 1  do a c e r t a i n  t h i n g  i n  January o r  i n  t h e  second 

s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  89th Congress If t h i s  i s s u e  is  thrown 

overboard.  

MR. AGRONSIN: D o  you now have r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

r e a p p o r t  i onment dec is-ion, i s  t h a t  it ? 

SENATOR DIRICSEN : Both, reapport ionment and a l s o  



l 4 1 b ) .  

MR. BAODIKXACAM: Well, Sena to r ,  i t ' s  commonly 

thought thak  on r e a p p o r t f o m e n t  on which you h e r e  

defea ted  t h i s  t ime on the a t t empt  t o  c a t e r  down t h e  

Supreme Court d e c i s i o n  on one man, one vote,  t h a t  you 

d i d  g e t  a concess ion  from t h e  AdrninfstraCion i n  having 

that the T i r c t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  ?+hen Congress recon- 

venes i n  January,  and many people have supposed t h a t  

t h e r e  was some k ind  of arrangemeht,  some k i n d  of d e a l  -- 
on which you got  t h i s  and t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  t a g  connected.  

Is t h i s  t r u e ?  And, if so, id-iat was t h e  t a g ?  

SENRTUR DIRKSEN: IrJcll, 1 am a f r a i d  on that i s s u e  

you a r e  a l T t t L e  Loo p o l i t e .  I do knotv t h a t  I g o t  a 

concess ion ,  I kncw t h a t  I went i n t o  the J u d i c i a r y  

Committee armed irrl'ch everyChing I needed w i t h i n  t n e  

compass of t h e  r u l e  book and s a f d ,  "'NO reapport ionment,  

no immigration," because t n  a committee you c a r  put a b i l l  

t o  s l e e p ,  It only  t a k e s  two people,  and I had two o r  t h r e e  

at my r i g h t  hand t o  he lp ,  because i n  a morning' e s e s s i o n  

you ge;r. p r a c t i c a l l y  a good hour  i n  o r d e r  trj deba te  a n  i s s u e ,  

And once you get t h e  f l o o r  they  c a n ' t  t a k e  it away from 

you. So we could  have k e p t  t h a t  going u n t i l  Christmas 

e a s i l y .  A t  long  l a s t  t h e  v o t e  waz changed. I do  not 

know what ex t r aneous  f o r c e  was ii l t ruded t : r  change t h a t  

v o t e ,  I on ly  know that when 1 s a i d ,  "Ikls e i t h e r  t h i s  o r  
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e l s e , "  t h a t  suddenly t h e r e  rrjas a change and ins tead  

of a t i e  vote i n  t h e  f u l l  comm'itkee t h e  vobe was 9 t o  7 

and the  reappor(Eionment i s sue  went on the  ca lendar .  I 

- 
made t h f s  one concession. I wauld not try t o  have L% 

c a l l e d  up u n t i l  January.  

14.R BAGDIKIAN : Do you t h i n k  Y O U  w i l l  w1n i n  January 

where you were bea ten  t h i s  t ime?  

SENATOR DIRKSLZ: Well, I: never go on a long t r a i l  

l i k e  t h a t  without f e e l f n g  thz6  when you get  t o  t h e  end 

of t h e  t r a i l  you can h o i s t  . .. t he  f l a g  of v ic to ry .  

MR. MUDD: To r e t u r n  j u s t  b r i e f l y  t o  t h e  1 4 ( b )  

extended debate,  you have s a i d  t h a t  you have got 25 men 

you can count on t o  run  t h i s  f i l i b u s t e r .  Most people 

can' t ,  count bur; 17.  And i n  your o f f i c e  last week when 

you had a meeting on it only 11 showed u p .  

Now, the  f a c t  is, Senator,  t h a t  uhat you got  

~ L l l i n g  t o  f i lLbus te r  a r e  same o ld  men and some &id- 

west Republ icans  who have never gone through a f i l i b u s t e r  

before . 
Now, do you r e a l l y  t h i n k  you can mount an  a l l -ou t  

c r a t o r i c a l  d i sp lay  t h a t  w i l l  r equ i re  t h e  Administrat ion 

t o  r o l l  back? 

MR. DIRKSEN: F, i rs t ,  Roger, I am sor ry  i f  my 

s t r a t e g y  threw you off  t r a c k .  You see ,  I only i n v i t e d  

as many t o  t h a t  s t r a t e g y  meeting i n  my o f f i c e  as were 
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Ghere . Everyone I i n v i t e d  was t h e r e .  I dicln' t ask 

f o r  t h e  r e &  of '%hem. I knew where t h e y  were and who 

t h e y  were. 

MR. MUDD: You have t r l c k e d  me be fo re ,  S e n a t o r .  

SE3IATOR DIRKSEN : Oh, I am s o r r y .  Eut I know how 

many we g o t  on bo th  s i d e s .  

NR. MUDD: Well, how many do you have? 

SE3IATOR DIRKSEN: Well, must I d i s c l o s e  - - 
i4R, 14WD: You s a i d  25 once,  -- 
SEWATOR DRKSEN: Well, if I s a i d  2 5 ,  &hen I c a n  

st ill s t i c k  by 25. 

MR. ACTZICXSKY: Are t h e r e  enough t o  h o i s t  t h e  f l a g  

o f  v i c t o ~ y ,  Sena to r?  

SEIJATOR DLRIGSEN : It migilt be more , 

Well, I t h i n k  so .  

MR. AGRONSKY: When? 

SEWTOR DIRKSESI: I beg in  t o  s e e  the steam column 

rise a l l  OVeF the country on t h i s  I s s u e  o f  14fb1 ,  and 

b e l i e v e  me, t h a t  Is not  l i m i t e d  t o  people u n i d e n t i f i e d  

w i t h  unions.  You viould be s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e  number of 

card-car ry ing  members i n  l abop  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  who are 

w r f t l n g  i n  cons t an tkg  day afte? day agaLnst t h e  r e p e a l  

of l & ( b ) ,  So rue b e l i e v e  we have g o t  t h e  count ry  i n  our  

corner ,  and I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p o l l s  that 

a r e  c a r e f u l l y  t aken  w i l l  s u s t a i n  t h a t  obse rva t ion  and 



that Judgment . 
MR. AGRONSKY : Senator,  despite your r e s i s t a n c e  

t o  the Administrat ion and the  Pres.ident on 14  (b) , t h e  

Right-to-Work Act, many people f e e l  t h a t  t h e  Presldent  

has you unequivocally i n  h i s  corner  any time he r e a l l y  

wants you. Do you t h i n k  'ihat s f a i r ?  

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I m never i~nequivocal ly  i n  

anybody's co rne r .  When 7: t h h k  the President  is r r g h t ,  

t hen  I a m  i n  h i s  corner .  When .I t h ink  he is wrong, I 
v- 

t e l l  him s o  and I tell. hen, i n  language 1 am sure  he 

N R ,  AGRONSKY: He seems t o  demonstrate a remarkable -- 
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Because we icarncd  a svct  of  a 

common language Wen we w r e  leaders toge the r  i n  t h e  

Senateand an& we could t a l k  t o  each o the r  f r e e l y  at 

h i s  o f f i c e  o r  i n  mine, and you could ttwow i n  a few 

e x p l e t i v e s ,  you toad thraru the punctuation s e r i e s  out 

of t he  window and we a n  emphasis Lhat d o e s n ' t  always 

sound good i n  publ ic ,  But when we got  th ro tgh  we knew 

where we s tood.  

MR. 33AGDIKIAbT: But, Senator,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  

Ghere i s  ano the r  important Republican l e a d e r  who has  

had a s  c a s u a l  r e l a t i o n s  with the  last  trm Democratic 

P res iden t s  a s  you have and wi th  the D~aiocra'cic l eader sh ip  

on t h e  H i l l .  I s  t h i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  of the face  t h a t  tho  
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Republican s t r eng th  i s  very weak a t  t h i s  tLme fn numbers 

and we perhaps don ' t  have cr rea.1. trifo-party system buC, 

as someone sa id ,  a one-and-a-half parcy system, and does 

t h i s  cord ia l9 ty  and irequent  cooperat Lon M a t  you have 

p i i t h  t h e  Adniinfstratlon a matter  of convLction o r  i s  i t ,  

h e l l ,  expedLency, t h e  bes t  you can get, under the  circum- 

s t ances?  

SEBVATOR DIRKSEN : Well, norla t h a t  s a very involved 

ques t ion and maybe we ought toF@arse it Like you do a 

sentence. . - 
F i r s t  02 a l l ,  i s  t h ~ r e  any reason w i q '  I shouldnTl; 

maintain t h a t  long-standing frfendoh9p ur-i'ih the  Prosldent 

and s t i l l  be ab le  t o  d isagree  r*i.ith h i m  and do b t  v io lent ly  

r l g h t  i n  hLs presence rihen we have a sess ion?  He  under- 

s t ands  f u l l y  and s o  do I. 

Very of ten ,  you. t a l k  about one and one-half pa r t fks ,  

I remind you t h a t  those  very catchy clLci?es t ha t  a re  'in 

t he  a i r  today you c o ~ i l d  reproduce from the 1 i t e r a t3me  of 

1928, irjhffi a f t e r  t h a t  e l e c t i o n  they s a id  the  Democrat 

Par ty  is done, I s n ' t  t h a t  vrhat they sa-ld? Why they had 

a l l  the  wreathes ready, the  hole was dug i n  the  cemetery, 

the marble s l a b  was prepared : Here l ies the  Democrat 

Party.  But  p a r t i e s  a r a  r a t h e r  v iable  and durable i n s t i -  

t u t i o n s  and they don ' t  d i e  on the  vine qu i t e  t ha t  way. 

And i t  only t a k e s  events  t o  infuse new in t e r e s t  i n  a party.  
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,?he Republicans a r e  st ill here .  Sometimes they tempo- 

r a r i l y  switch t o  t h e  o'cher s fde .  You got the  independent 

vote t o  work on and t o  l u r e  back i n t o  the  Republican Par ty ,  

Now, I x i 1 1  g ive  you. an example. In 1950 1 rang 

a l l  t h e  changes i n  t h e  campaign ZzalEst t h e  majori ty 

l eader  of t h e  S e n a x ,  who i s  my f r i end  and has alcvays 

been my f r i end  ail$. ?vho comes t o  see me, and y o u  lcnoir t h a t  

I am referring t o  the  Honorable Scott  Lucas formerly 

United S t a t e s  Senator  from the  S t a t e  3f I1Zlnois.  But  -- 
tile clay t h a t  t h e  kord came t h a t  the  t roops were movlng 

i n t o  Korea t h a t  p ~ . t  an  enL'ir'Gly d i f f e r en t  face upon the  

campaign. Fron then on t he re  has only one f s sue ,  

So when I say events ,  Chose a r e  t h e  c r i t i c a l  th ings  

t h a t  gfve d i r e c t i o n  60 a parsby and glve dfrecl;lon Lo t h e  

bhink-lng of t h e  people %then they go t o  'the po l l s  t o  vo t e ,  

And f i n a l l y ,  j u s t  t h l s  braad obse-cvaCion. Who was 

t h e  professor  a t  t h e  UnSversfiq of Wiscon~fn years  ago, I 

'chi& h i s  name vias Monroe, who said,  "Pari;Les don ' t  defcat 

each o ther .  P a r t i e s  defeat  themselves . I' And I think 

t h a t ' s  prtei;ty near ly  a p o l i t i c a l  'mufsm. 

MR. AGRONSKY: Senator,  t he re  a r e  many more Ghings 

chat  we would l i k e  t o  ask you and we w i l l  resume the 

questioning i n  a moment. 

- . " -  
MR. AGRONSIQl : Senator Dirlcsen, you have indicated 
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t h a t  you refuse t o  be discour?aged about t h e  prospects 

f o r  your party i n  t h e  forthcoming e l ec t i ons  i n  '66 and 

I presurne i n  168. Who do you see on t h e  Republican scene 

who could lead your party i n  l$u? 

SENATOR DIRKSEN: We3.1, you cause me p e a t  d i s t r e s s  

of s p i r i t  when you ask t h a t  question, k c a m e  it would be 

necessary then f o r  me t o  f igure  some persor: ou t ,  I can 

give you names, 

MR. AGRONSKY: That  woulg-73e i n t e r e s t i ng  . 
SE8ATOR DIRKSEN: That doesn't  moan t h a t  they w i l l  . - 

go anywhere wi th  t h e  party when khe chips a r e  down. But 

former Vice Pcesldent Nkxon is  s t i l l  out i n  f r o n t ,  t h a t  

:is to sag, i n  f r o n t ,  I mean i n  f ron t  of the  public . There 

L s  Governor Romney of Michigan who ge t s  around t h e  country 

a good deal  . There is the  Governor Pennsylvania, Whether 

he has ambitfons i n  t h a t  f i e l d  I do not know, but I 

ppesume there  w i l l  s t i l l  be o thers  when t h e  tlme comes, 

and i t ' s  qu i t e  a long ways t o  1968. 

MR, MUDD: W i l l  your party go through i n  1968 what 

it. vient through i n  1964, t h a t  is, a show-down between 

the  moderate wing of the  party and the  conservat lves,  

o r  i s  t h a t  f i g h t  over i n  your party i n  conventions? 

SmATOR DIRKSEN : I believe, Roger, t h a t  t o  a 

considerable extent  t h z t ' s  over. If we had t o  have 

a lesson,  and if you can c a l l  it a lesson,  then l e t  1964 



stand a s  t h a t  lesson.  

MR. AGRONSIZS1: What tias t h e  lesson YOU got from 

'64, Senator? 

SENATOR DDXSEN: Well, you had a popular candidate 

who had been courslng t h i s  country i"or a long t h e .  And, 

f rankly ,  I do not know how you would have assembled any 

group of delegat ions  and denied t h a t  nomLna5:ion to Barry 

Goldv~ater. H e  t r ave l ed  e a r l y  and l a t e ,  before clubs and 

groups and po lk t i ca l  meetings al.1 over t h e  country day - 
and nLght, raen and shLne . Nobody Srorn t h e  standpoint 

of enerky and hard  work could ever  match that- reeord,  

And a cand-idate doesn ' t  burld h i a s e l f  up i n  a clay. You 

don ' t  do it in newspaper headlines . 
MR . AGRONSKY : Senat or,  i s  z e a l  and energy a su.b- 

st 9 tu te  f o r  capacj ty?  

SENATOR DIREiSEN : Oh, no. 'It r equ i r e s  a l l  oP those, 

bu t  I am speaking only norj of what happened i n  San 

Francisco, because these  people had seen him. They 

had shaken hands wLth hLm .m, The.y knew him. They d idn ' t  

know some of these  o ther  candidates except t h a t  $hose 

were names thak appeared on t h e  f r o n t  page or  over r ad io  

o r  on teelevision. Buk beyond t h a t  -- you know, it has 

I I  - a deep .impress i f  you see a manis name and say, I know 

h5m. L saw h h .  H e  grabbed my hand and gave me a vigorous 

handshake . " And here y o ~ t  had t h e  rru5-ts of many years 
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of endeavop, because he was a t  it a l l  the  while t h a t  

he was a member of t h e  UnlCed S t a t e s  Senate,  

MR, BAGDIKIAN: But, Senator, havenl'G you safd  

khat even i n  hindsight, you would do it a l l  over sgalin 

In nominat ing Barry Goldwater and presumably knowing 

Che d i s a s t e r  that woad come from Ghat;? 

SENATOR DIRISSd13 : We11 , sob Zng and speaking from 

hindsight puts me i n  same dLfPicull;y, but I khink I 

wou3.d have done precise ly  what 'I did  before.  F f r s t  , - 
because 1 thought he was going t o  get t h e  nomination, 

but more hpo r t ank ly  as a c&league he asked me t o  

norninaee hlm , 

MR , MUDD: Senator, i n  jusb the  b r i e f  moment we 

have got lefC can I pln you down on a f l a t  predic t ion 

as 'Go when t h e  f i r s t  sess ion  of $he 89th Congress w i l l  

f i n a l l y  get  oa6 of hfasliington? 

SENATOR DIRKSEX: Well, I could give you a ha l f  a 

dozen d a t e s .  I could say, "Get your Thanksgiving turkey 

now, " o r  "Buy t h e  trimmings f o r  your Christmas tree :" 

Who knows ? 

MR , MTJDD: What do you th ink?  

SEMATOR DIRKSEN: We have got some v i t a l i t y  and if 

14(b) is going t o  be dished up I can assure  you t h a t  

the re  is going t o  be extended dLscussfon, 

MR , AGRONS,KY: Senator, I am awfully sorry ,  



gentlemen, 1 am awfully sor ry  but our time i s  up, 

Thank you, Senator  Dirksen, f o r  belng here with 

us on FACE THE N A T I O N  . 
A vjord about nexi; vreek s guest now 'Jn a moment . 

- " "  

THE ANNOmTCUI: Today on FACE T H E  NATION Senate 

i i e p ~ ~ b l k a n  leader  E v e r e t t  DDlrksen OF I l l , l n s%s  rias 'inter- 

viewed by CBS news correspondect Roger M~rdd, Ben Bagdlklan 

of the  Sctt  Wday SvcilLng Post . T B S  news carrespundent M r t l n  

Agronsky l e d  the  questfoning.  Next tjeek Under Secre tary  . - 
of Skate George W. Bal l  ~ l l l  FACE TI-IC l ?ATION.  

FACE TEE NATION was prerecorded i n  liashfngton. 


