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Jackle Recbinson calls the GOP "The White Man's Party,"

true or false,

fAnnouncement )

THE ANNQUNCER: You have heard the issues. Now for the
answers from the Senate Minorlty Leader, the Honcrable
Everett McKinley Dirksen, Renublican of Illinois,

Here to interview Senator Dirksen 1s ABC Commentator,
Howard K. Smith.

MR. SMITH: Senatcr Dirksen, Jgu are wldely acknowledged
to be the Number One ‘Rapublican In the natlon until your
party choses a Presidentiszl ncmlinee.

Now what do wvou think about the statements that
are belng made repeatedly now that Senator Goldwater
1s so far ahead that he 1z virtually the Republican
nominee?

ENATOR DORTIEEN: Well, filrst may I say thanks for tim
complliment and secondly, as a candlidate 1t would
appear from all the nclls that I have ssen that he is probaolyw
t he front-runnzr in %Zhe Presidential primary contast fcr htns
Republlezan nominaticon.

MR, SMITH: How whan Governor Ronkafeller went to
fhers werz no Illinoils Repubiican lzaders f£o meet
Rim., Do you tnink this indicates thart tThe 3tatement vcu

ailso near rapeatedly hhat Governcer Rockefellar has nc chance,
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IENATAR DIRKSEN: Oh, no. You have to qualify that.

You see we had a %100 di:caer last winter
In Chilecago and I was there to Introduce Helson Rockefeller.
I don't think 1t is incumhant on me always to be at every
function —— every dinner, every activity, but I was
there and I =zave him what I thoucht was a prefty eaod
send-o"f,

How you are pr-.ltably referring to the meeting
they had in the neirshborhocd of Rockford, Illinois, and
in so far as I ecan recall from the news acocunts, there
were some Repubhllican leaders pra2sent, some Republlcans
nct present,but as for myself at that time I had a few chores
to pertorm in YWashington.

As you Xnow I pecume somethling of a cantive here,
as a result of thiz very unpredictable lesislative,
and particular Seratorial schedulsa.

MIR. SMITH: Senatur, then you wouldn’t

~

rr03s Rockefeller off yet as some ceonle are doinc?
SENATOR DIRKSEN: Well, I never cross anyone off,

952, Vou s3ee T nominated

bl

because I had my comeupodance 1in

o

Bob Taft ac the Conventlon, and I Zhousnht he was a sure nominee,
and a sur2 winnsr, but destiny: had other thines in store.
MR, SMITH: Well, ncw some Ooldwaher supportars say

that the anly thiny they think zan ston floldwater 13 1f there
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around whom a maJority might unite.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Howard, T think we always ought to
remember that the HRepubllcan National Convention is still
ten months In the offing. So many thines can happen,
Politicg is flulda, as you know, and particularly on a natlonal
scale. And ss a result there can be many developments
Letween now and Conventlon fLime that zan completeliy reverse
or chanrse or modify or alter the course of political
destiny for the Republican Party;rr

MR, SMITH: Now let me ask you, in view of the traditional
difficulty of unhorsing an Iincumbent President who wants a
second term -- it generally takes a nreat depression or
something —- 11 view of the voting record of the Republican
Party in the off-yezar election when you fTalied to gmet the
usual galn that the opposition rets, is it possible that the
Republican candidacy ia 64 will be a tnrow-away
candidgcey?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: 0h, indeed not, Ferhaps I can best
illustrate out ¢of my own experlence. In 1950 T ran against
the then Majority Leader of tne United Siates Senatea.

The delecationy wWho came To @2ntre=ab m=2 Lo heaome a
candidate, and sy Trilends, and those whe had pelificaxn:
now-now said "O7 eourss you can’o win. If courae thera
isn't a show.”
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virtually in a 13 months’
if T embraced the snirit of
course, you haven't pot a ch

But I had a chance.

and I think we do have a chance, even though the

is never an easy one.

MR, SMITH: FExcuse me,
moment we
( Announcement )
MR, SMITH:

yeora

vantage peint of Minority Leader in the Senate.

do you think 1s tThe

defexzt, and said

ance."

Senator Dirkson.

-
T

Senator, you have watehed the first

5

campalgn among ten million peonle
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I thoucht I had a chance,
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But you've mot an agricultural issue as well., You have
a forelgn assistance 1ssue, because the Forelpn Ald
Propgram 1is now 19 yeérs old and as I have sald often, it 1is
in long pants, it is almost ready to vote. And we have
expended $100 blllion under that program, and belleve me
when I say that peonle are extremely articulate about that
issue, so you have a farm issue, you have a fiscal issue.
you have a foreirgn z3sistance is;ue and there may be still
others before we pet Throurh.

MR, SMITH: Well, let me ask you about the fiscal
issue. Now the President's tax cut bill soes to a Senate
Commitfez now and there is a report in a national newsnapsar

thisz mwezk That Republlcans 12 the Senate, led by you and

Southern Democrafts, arse formlns an informal coalition to

i

delay the passage of that bBill untill next vear.
SENATCR DIRKSEN: You Xnow I never cease to be amazed
at the Taet that we ceme so lirmhtly by this talk
off coaiiticns, T £old a group of 50 or 70 students
I =z21d, "I have been to nc cozliftion meeiln

» ever 3incs

I nave hean in the 3ewacz,”
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the tax blll, you shaould have heard Senator Gore in the
Senate this week, because when he was querled as to
whether he was tryins to delay the tax billl, he said
"Delay! I am tryines to kill it."

Well, that dldn't come from a Republican, that
came from a Demoerat. He is on the Finance Committee. 3o
am I. But we all see accordine to our lishts and
our endowments and there is a lot of difference of opinion,
and sharp differences wlth respect'tb a tax blll, unless 1t
is accompanled by not necessarily“an equivalent cut in
spending, but at least a show in that directlon.

MR. SHMITH: Well, wouldn't 1t be better to set the bill
to the floer and kill it, or pass it -- but the Briltish
introduced a tax bill in April, they had a full Zdehate
in both houses and they voted on it, they decided to pass
1t. We are in our second year of consliderinsg 1it, and it really

never nad mottzan to the flcor of the Senate yet.

Doesn't that diseredit the Senste, the continual
delave rather than passare or kllline of the bill?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: It denends on heow deep your conviection
is. If you have a decided zanviction with respect to =
bill and think its approach is wrong hevcause it i3 net accompanled
Gy a spending zut, and hthen you =o cut there an that fleld
and tuere are 12 fellows corn the other tz2am and ¢ on yours,

what do vou do?  Chwiosusly 7ou amnlay what vow thnink 13 very



rood stratepy and Justifled stratemy, If you think it is

In the 1Interests of the country. And there 1s

deep feeling about this tax blll, as to whether

it should come now, because it misht be better to have 1t
next year, after the 1965 budret has been submitted, because
we have every reason to belleve that the '85 budeet 1is

oinm to be sharply lareer than the budret with which we

now deal,

MR, SMITH: Let me ask you sa;;thinn aAbout that. Now

when the tax blll came out of Committee In the HFonuse,

you made a statement saying that the President must staop
runaway spendingz. Now 1lsn't it a fact that in fact Coneress
appraoprlatss the morney and oniy Congress can stop runaway
spending? Aren’t you asking the President to do what yeu have
to do?

SENATOR DIRKSEWN: Well, you use the Presiuent s a

symbol of his party and you should more properliy say

tha Administraticq, But it 1s 30 easy to say

"the President,” for after all that budmet can never come

to Conpress unless it Tirst nces Trom  The Budret Bureau

to his desk and 1t has his approval. So that 1s the first
stamp of apsroval on tne budret. And bthen of course c.omes
the effart te tely it 17 you can. But when you've got

ers on tinis side and 33 on the other, vou

)
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articulate your own program and platform.

MR. SMITH: Now in the course of the talk
about this tax bill, Republicans have mounted a major
offensive apainst deficlit spendilng. Jew - Neilan,
the new Chairman of the U. 8. Chamber of Commerce, has
made the point the other day that there may be a kind of
2 bijartisa—ship, there may be some necesslty behind

deficlt spending that affects both partiles,

President Eisenhower came to o?%ice with a promlse
to balance the budget, In fact, flve times out of eight
I think he failed, and created the bignrest deflcits in

nistory., Is that not a possibility?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Yes, irst you look at the inheritance
of the Elsenhower Administration., ilad we not used
the pruning knife and used it effectlvely, those deficits

wou..3 have been iInfinitely laremer, But what 1s often
forzntten is this, that these commitments are made In
advance Adminlstraticons. Once they so on the statute
book, you are committed, unliess you want to throw the
proyram overboard. Trying to ret prosrams repezled 1s
not.an e2asy thing. And if you Are committed, then

of coursa the

=

onay up Lo a noint at least beccomes almost

why I have fussed all tnis year about the
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the bill was on the Senate floor we had three tie votes

in the same afternoon. Notwith:standing this disparity

of membership. But there you had an example of a new function
t hat we could do without, and there were about $9 billion

of new functions in the 1964 budeget, if they are all

finally approved.

MR. SMITH: UYow some people arecue that you can't do without

ti...  that the national unemployment rate is up 5.6

percent, but the juvenile emnloyment rate among whites

is three times that and the Negroes' rate six times that.
Wouldn't That give a ¥1nd cof nriocrity to a bill like that,

to spend money on 1&?

SENATCR DIRSKEM: T den’'t €hink so. D¢ you want
Lo know why? |
MR, 8SMITH: Yes .
SENATOR DIRKSEN: 'There are two employers in this country.

4 L

One menerlcally 1s goverment, whether it Is local, county,
state or naticnal. The other necessarlily has to be our
whole prilvate aptarprisze system, whethser 1t is General
Motors wisn 645,000 people, cor a ¢crner rrocary store. operated
by the oropriefor himselr”. But that 1Is the whole entervrise
plecture.

Now 13 wnere any hope »7° solving ohias preblem, unless
you are zoingg to pul them all on the federal, local,
morreay T YD "-."'4“11\‘:5\-")
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How are they goling to exnpand? How are thay
golne to enermize business and so bexin Lo absord
and take up the slack? It has alwavs been done,
and I see nn other hope.

I was here under Pranklyn Roosevelt when after all the v
vears, gettinm up almost tc the time when the hombs
fell on Pearl Harbor, and we had in the area of 10 million still
noemployed after seven or eight years of effort. Hadn't enerrlized
the szystem, and & at 1s what 1t takes.

MR, SMITH: Now 1n vour statement about the tax
ti1lt that voun made at the tlme the House Committee passed

it, vou sald President Kennedy 1s passing the buck

z
to the next guneraftion to hold the bay., I think -- something
1ike that, Is that not the course of all eccnomic rrowth,
that you imereass your debt, but your assets wlth
your dabt? AT&T has lncreased its debt from gne billicn
to eight nlllion dollars, and orivate indivicuals do
too. Isn't that nermal?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Yes, I think up So a polint there
1s some fustlflczatlon for 1t. It i3 1ilke a
younester wno wants to e Lo o laze and doegn't have

any money. {2 indebdits himsel!” Yor books and tuition

nd that =ari of

o]

thlne 1n e pa2llaf that cut of lapcer

o

arning nowvar he can pavy it off 3t s later time.
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absolutely balanced, but there is a polnt beyond whieh I
do not belleve that you can safely ro, Filrst because 1In
the case of our own country, as your debt rmoes un, your
Intarest gfoes up, The interest on the publle debt evary
365 days, 1s now over $10 billion and that 1is
three and a half times the whole cost of rcovernment
since I came here as a freshman Congressman.,

Now then, can you contlnue tQ put that load
in your appropriation every year and every year
and not suddenly discover you hQQe fallen in a well,

and you can't get out.

MR. 3MITH: Now Secretary of Labor Wirtz said

something the other day which had a certain losgle to many —-

T

am not quotlnz him exactly, so don't hold thils arainst

nim, btut he sald the deficlts we oupght to be worrying

about are the deflclts In educatlion, the defleity for
training for jobs In the automated world, the deficits

-

L

nealch and

i

in cn, a2ll the things thare requir

¥

We i

spendins. should worry abecut said, and not

about The bhookkeeping defleits,. What avout that?

SENATOR DIRBKESEN:

The “roubla2

sassed the Xerr-
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the neshitn of our
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coeratior iz in the hands of the states. It 15 elocoe Lo the
peenle.
iTnder the gso-called Medicare profrar sponscried Dy

this Administraticn, yeu would bulld up an ever lareger

d
hureaucracy and enhance the pewers o fthe central povernment.
Trere is an essential and basic 1ssue befween the two
narties. So you can aprlyv that prebty nearly anvuwhere.

You gan do it wlth Ald to Educatién“ We think they have
cvrergtabfed the case. And we Just look at the nunter

cf school! bulldings that have been bullt, the

number of tend lssues that have been issued, where

pecrnle, of eourse, take It to thelr heavts to see that theilr
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white dome dowr In Washington.

Let's go duwn there, Put they don't appreciate that

there 15 =z tzr connected wlth it and thst 1s a d2oree of

feders) repsuvlatlon and dirzetior and control.

{p scme 2ther 1szues - civil rightz. Now at one rolnt you
sion to the Publice Azcommodatlaons Clzuse

¢f the 21ivil rizhts 2111 2nd zvar sirce they Neooao
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, L would like to ask you now, and shift
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placing = commercial inferw:sts above human rishts of
Negroes to have shelter and food, recardless of race,
What 1is your answer fto that?

SENATOR DIRKESEN: My answer 1s simply this: Here
you are taking roughly 20 millicn people in our country and
equatinmg riphts against the other 170 mililon, because the
Census ciock announced yesterday or last night that
our populatlon was not 170 millioq:'

MR. SMITH: 190 million.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: 190 million. My job as lesislator
13 €0 thinik not atout one secment or one seciluyn cr cone
zroup, 1t is tc think about the interests of all
of the people cof this bountrv, Now I have to have
some regard for my oath as 3 lewislator. I have held up
that hand 11 times and took an oath to support and
defand the Constitution. The decision of 1883
whilch said Congress had no such power is stlll the law of
the 1and and has been reaiffirmed in court decislions from that
day to this.

Now I have heard no cne in authority yet say it isn’t
the law and 1f 1v 13 Lhe Zaw, and 1t was a constltutional

do not propcose Lo vinlate

+-

interpretaticn,
my oath. T propose ©2 aceept 1T s such. How Shat 1s one aspect

of If.
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worsen and aesravate 1t when you coms alone with a
nropasal llke Title TI, on arcommodations and faeilities?
You are dealing with the whole property structure, and don't
foreet the framers of the Constltutlon made 1t aburdantly
clear that wither 1ife rnor liberty nor nronerty shall
be taken without due nrocess of law,

The Suureme Court knows that. Do you thin vnu can do

1t by lermislative fiaf until 1t has been tested out
in the hipgh £ribunal? There are other aspects of 1t,

but you can make 2 case orn that .slde,

MR, SMITH: Senator, Jackie Roblnson, who was the
former baseball playver who iz nov A business exccutive,
wrotre a little article Tor the Saturday Bvenling Post
récently in wnich he said -~ 2 Fuprortsd Hixon
in the last Presldentlal campalen —-- sald the GOP is
beconing a "White Mar's Party." Whet do you say
to that?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Let'e just put that down as
Jackie Robinson's oninicn. How T had an equally fine
gentleman 1n myv office this week. None other than
Dicik Gregsory. I sp=nt a half nour with Dick Grerory and we
dlscussed it =zc¢ross the cvatle. beeause he i3 a splandid
gentleman, »ut in =2vary case T sald "Give me 2nd those who
share mv vliews a%t least 4She carnefit of consclasnce and

conyiction 1a annrosan Za2r, 2nd vou arpreacn 1o
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in the same fashion."

And differences of opinion in this country, of course,
are not at all sinmular. As a matter of fact 1t is one of
the attributes of a preat free system where everybody can
freely sneak hils plece.

MR, SMITH: I am coverlnzs a lot of 1issues fast. T
want to ask you about foreirn ald. Now when the cuts
were made in the House, you nade a.statement seemline to
favor the cuts, President Kennedprointed out the other day
that according to those cuts we.yill heln all Latiln
America with a sum equal to what the Russians are putting into
Cuba alone, and he ¢all that 1rresponsibvle. What is
your comment on that?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: Howard, T sald to the opress the other
day, in my bock there 1s nothins llite an absolute,
because things are just too fluild. Now T said this
foreign aid rpoeram has cost us in excess of $100 billion
and the people are becoming thoroughly and fervently
vocal avout it. It Is our business fto take a good, hard
look to see what we are pettlng ITor our money, and I fhink

Fal
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now much can you cut and stiil
maintaln an efTective prozram. In dollars and cents, if

you were %o ask me, I wouldn't know.
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The necpls in the House of Hapnresentatlves felt fthat
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hablt, as you, know, of restorine funds and taking a little
We shall see.

addltional testimony./ But I would venture to say that the

estimates submitted by the Adminisztration and then reduced

as a result of the Clay Committee report will be cuf further

than that and the Zppropriatlions Committee in the House

of Representatives, if I am correctly Informed, really has

the axe sharp thils time.

MR, SMITE: Well, 1sn't it danserous for our position

—_—

v

in Latin America? Milton Elsenhower has written a book
Indicating explosleons are imminent there,

SENATCOR DIRK3EN: Yes, but supposing much of your money is
wasted? Supposing you are servieins defaulted bonds In the hands
of sneculators as 1Is the case of Belivia. Do you think vou
are justifled in srendling rood money of the taxnavers
of thils country for a purnose like that? Frankly, I don't.

MR, SMITH: Excuse me Jjust one more moment, nlease,

Senator Dirksen.

w

In just a2 mcment we will he back with moye
1ssues,
(Announcemant )
ME. SMITH: Sa@nator, can vou olve me a quick praphesy
on when you exnect the fax b1l to he weoted on, and the civil

SENATCR DIRKSEN: Well, Lf it nust be nuick, flrst the

oriefiag neriad e MR IDA S WESES eee D0

0]

bazriar nericd, threes
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weeks, four weeks. Diresting the testimony, two weeks.
Marking up the bill, considering the amendments, three
weeks,

Now you eqguate 1t and in my book fop any
calculatlon, that would add up to Christmas, Christmas
1s only a goed twe weeks from the time when the second
session of the 88th Conrress berins. S0 you see ycu have
a calendar and a clock staring you In the face.

—

MR, SMITH: Let me ask you a question of political

philosophy: 1Ia 30 years, the Republicans have won Congress
only twilce, Does that surprest thers is ething that ourht

o be ananged in the Republlican Party?

SENATCOR DIRKSEN: Not necessarily. T know what the
trends are in £he country, the desire for spendineg and that
sort. of thinm. But let me put it in this lirht: T am a
nolitlieian. T readily admit it. I want to win. T like
patronage iike anybedy el3e. But there 13 somethine that
roes ahead of all %that and that 1s to articulaze the expressed
conviction and oladges that youn havs made to your country and
1f you can redeem them as a minority party you have
sarvad Just The =zame.

MR, SMITH: Well, I hesltate to inverrupt you, bue I
must, unforsurataly. Our Zime has run out and we can’t
apnropriate a chanege in Lhat .

SENATOR DTARG Pnank you.

f“ i
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MITT:  Thank you very much, Senator Dirksen,
for beinec with us on ISSUES AND ANSWERS.

THE ANNOUNCER: Today's ruest has been Senate Minority
Leader, Senator Everett McKiniey Dirksen, Republican of
Illinols.

Senator Dirksen was intereviewed by ABC Commeniator
Howard K. Smith. We hcpe you will join us next week at this

time for ISSUES AND ANSWERS.



