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JOHN E. GROTBERG
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COMMITTEE ON BANKING, FINANCE
AND URBAN AFFAIRS

The Honorable John 8. Herrington
Secretary

U.S. Department of Energy

James Forrestal Building

1060 Independence Avenue, SW
ashington, D.C. 20585

Dear Mr, Secretary:

We are writing to encourage your support for the construction
of the Superconducting Super Collider (SSC) project, and to reguest
that sufficient funds be made available in the Department's [High
Energy Physics budget for the critical vear of PY 1987. ‘The PV 1986
budget proposal for continued research and deve lopment nf the 88C,
which is working its way through the Congress, is $20 million. It
is our united view that the time has come to take a giant step
toward the next frontier of high energy physics research. The
discoveries certain to be unveiled by the 88C will lead to an
understanding of matter and new technological duVPlHONLW» nwvov
before anticipated. It will further ensure 2 Lol
continues to ba the worid leader in advanced

The Department of Energy has besn informed that the high
encrqgy physics community and many other scientific disc 30¢113Q Are
urianimous in thelr agreement that a new generation particle
accelerator is needed to advance our uuderutandqu ct tho basic
constituents of matter. By failing to take advantage of thio
opportunity, the United States will fall behind the Buroprsans in
high energy physics research. We need to comnit to building the
S58C now in order fto retain our bright scientists and lure the
best creative minds from all over the world. If we neglect this
endeavor we will allow cur technological and industricl precuinence
to slip away. We are confident, based on the Fermilab experience
in Illinois, that building the 88C will return considerable
societal benefits to the COUPtLY not the least of which is a
reinvigoration of scientific effort uLLLuutlng guality students
and ensuring a bright future for American science.

s

it is ssontlal that sufficient funds are made availlable
in the President’s budget for this project over the nexi fow years.
We view FY 1987 funding as C%pecial1y important to the timely
development of the $SC and sty onqu urge your Department to allocate
sufficient funding for this project in yvour leng-range planning
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efforts. We believe that an initiative of this importance must ,
be maintained at appropriate funding levels or we may risk abandonme:
or unnecessary cost increases. A schedule calling for construction
early in FY 1988 of the SSC is immensely important to the future

of the project and our country.

We are aware that the Central Design Group (which is charged
with setting forth the technical specificiations for the SSC) has
submitted to the Department a draft site criteria document. We
strongly encourage you to expedite publication of this document
as a Request for Proposals so that interested states and other
entities can prepare quality responses.

We want to be perfectly clear with you that Illinois is
interested in being selected as the host site for the S$SC. We
believe that Illinois is the best location for building and
operating a project of this magnitude. The success of Fermilab's
Tevatron is an excellent example of the State's ability to work
with the Department to meet and exceed scientific challenges. In
fact, the State of Illinois, has already implemented an aggressive
plan to lay a firm and comprehensive foundation from which to
compete for and successfully conduct a scientific undertaking of
this scale. We further believe that Fermilab in Batavia, Illinois,
is the most advantageous location for construction of the SSC.

Ample supplies of electricity to power the SSC are available there, .
as well as facilities to manufacture liquid helium used to super-cool
the magnets, It is also well located with excellent schools,
adequate transportation systems, diverse cultural activities and
attractive housing.

While Illinois is very interested in housing the S$SC within
our borders, we recognize that a project this size necessitates
that the Department conduct a competitive selection process. We
welcome this approach and are confident that the proposal
evaluators will find Illinois the most qualified candidate.

Your personal participation in this project will ensure
that construction is begun as soon as possible. We wish you well
in your new assignment and appreciate your attention to this issue.

\ Sihcerely, ‘
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William O. Llplnskl, M.C. Terry L. Bru%e, M.C.

Harrii/ﬁylFawell, M.C.
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i%;f%7n Martin, . Lane Evans,

Edward Madl an, . Ric ard Durbin, M.C.
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Kenne Grayl/ifzi?ii;&1j L{ln Prlce, M.C.

Marty Russé, M.C.
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~ Cardiss Collins, M.C. Si dney R. Yates, M.C.
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Phlllp M Crane, M.C.
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