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IMPRISONMENT, Tho Prosidont is virtually o prisonor. Io surrondors his right to
cono ond go without survoillance whon ho ontors offico. Soorot sorvice mon olosoly
guard overy ovonuo to tho Whito Houso, Whon the Prosidont attonds o mooting at tho
Capitel, the U,S. Capital Police, secret service men, and large detatchments of
Weshington police are on hand to police highways, guerd approaches and keep back
crowds. Receptions at the White House are striotly policed and supervised. When
the President retires for the night he is most securely locked in. e has no choice
and could not discharge secret service vigilance if he o dosired.
STRANGE DISPARITIES. Nevado with o total population of 91,000 has one Representa=-
Tive and two UsS, Senators; likewise Wyoming with o population of 225,565, New
Mexico and Arizonn likewise with total populations only slightly in excess of
400,000, The 16th Illinois distriot is oredited with a population of about 260,000,
THE MCLECD BILL, Thore are still 1448 notional banks in the UsSe with assets of
million dollars in roceivership and tho purpose of the kMoLood Bill is to diroot
tho Reconstruction Finance Corporation to take over these assets, issue money in
exchange therefore and direct the receivers and comservators to immediately pey
this money to the depositors. Illinois would be directly affected bocause there
are 169 national banks in roceivership ond 28 nationn} banks under conservatorship
in Illinois, This is more than tho total number in New York and Pemnsylvania
combinods Committee hearings aro now boing held.
REEDVILLE WEST VA, Secmingly littlo matters ofton provoke groatest controvorsys
¥rs, Roosovolit, tho First Lady, was intorcstcdinlocating a small factory at
Roodsvillo, Wost Va. to give cmploymont to about 125 mon who worc onc time skilled
wood vorkors, later worked in tho minos, and whon the mines were exhaustoed, worc
loft in umomploymont. At hor instance, tho Senate addod an amondmont to a Houso
appropriation bill providing onc holf million for this purposce The Houso struck
out tho cmondmont aftor furious dobato during which the cry of socinlism was raiscd,
Clinching argumont howovor was o lottor from a furniture manufocturer in North
Corolinn who offerod to soll his factory to Uncle Sam for $52,000 (ono tonth of the
omount roquostod in the bill) domate helf millien foot of lumbor suitable for
manufacture of furnituro and then offered his service for one year in a supervisory
capaéity for one dollar, One hundred sixty four Democrats voted against the First
Lady.
BENEFIT ACREAGE PAYMENTS, Aotual payments under the acreage reduction program of the
AAA for cotton, wheat ond tobacco total 194 million as of Feb, lste Poyments on corn
and hog reduction have not yet beon tabulateds Preliminary figures howover on wheot
cotton and tobacco show that southern states have fored well, Toxas 46 million
dollars for cotton and whoat; Oklahoma 15 nillion; Konsas 15 million; Arkansas
11 nillion; lHssissippi 10 nillion; Alabamo 10 nillion; Georgia 8 million. Illinois
has received 1% million on whent rcduction., This will bo onlargzed considorably whon
hog-corn checks are issued. However, in proportion to the amount peid by Illinois
in the form of income and excise and internal revenue taxes for the support of the
Government, it will receive far less than most states and infinitely less than the
southern states,
ACTORS AND ACTRESSES., The depression has also affected the stage. Iundreds of
actors and actresses are unemployed. licamwhile producers have managed to engage
Europeon players ot snlaries far below tho level of American stage salariocs and
have continuod to bring such actors and actresses to the United States beoouse the
present law permits them to entor for six months periods, by merely affirming boforo
on Amorican consul that they aro actors, artists, singers, musicions. A bill now
pending before the Immigration Committee provides for their exclusion under the cone
tract labor provisions of the law unless they are distinguished or celebrated in
their porticular fields, Hearings have been of interest and among witnesses heard by
the Committee were draoma crities, playwrights, actors and notrosses of distinetion,
IMPENDING BATTLE, On Januory 12, tho House passed the Indepondent Offices Appro=-
priation £ill providing funds for the oporation of various indopondont establish-
monts of tho govormmont, sularios otec, This bill also containod approprictions
for votorans and provided that the pay cut of all Fedoral employccs should continuo
until July lst, whon 5% would bo rostorede Tho Houso was dotorminod to liberalizo
thoso provisions but the bill was considerod undor tho gog rulo, which rulc passod
by the narrow morgin of 6 votese. Tho bill was roportod in tho Sonato on Fobe 12,
whoro no gog rules obtaine Ropublican: and Domoerctic Somators joincd hands in tho
rovolt and ocmondmonts wore addod to tho bill providing for o 5% rostoration of pay
to Fodoral cmploycos on Fobe lst and tho othor 107 on July 1lsts rostored tho 25%
poyeut inmposod on sorvico comnoctod war votorans by tho Economy Act; rostorod about
23,000 insanoc and tuboroular vetorans who had boon removod from ponsion rolls by
the Spoecial Roviow Boards set up undor the Economy Act, rostored the ponsions of
Spanish War votorans and their widows and orphans to 90% of what .thoy wore rocciving
prior to the passago of tho Economy Act, gavo to all votorans, whothor <thoir
disabilitios worc sorvico ocomectod or not tho right to bo hospitalizod in Votorans
hospitals if thoy had no money to pay for such treatmont, and in goneral complotely
liberalized tho Economy Act, Tho bill with attachod amondmonts passod tho Sonato
by o voto of 41 to 40. It wos thus roturnod to tho Houso for actions Ordinarily




tho procodurc would be to call it up at onco for action on the amendments, Howevet
the Speaker and leaders knew the attitude of the President and underauthority wvested .
in ths gbeaker, the bill was referred back to the House appropriations Committee.
This was an unusual practice which had not been used for years., It looked a bit
transparent and at once, a petition was filed so that the Committee might be dise
charged and the bill brought to the floor. Heated accusations and charges flew
freely, that it was an attempt to thwart +the will of Congress, Leaders promised

to bring the bill out but meanwhile it is resting in Committee and the rules experts
are probably laboring on some kind of procedure to bring it forth with additional
amendments, in tho hope that it will not be subjeet to the desire of House members
to freely amond it. If it is amended again, it must go back to the Senatc. Admin-
istration leadors arc hopeful that the bill can be passed without a rollcall voto.
PERSONALITIES. Sonator Huey (Kingfish) Long foirly roars and bristles when he
speaks on the floor of the Senate., Senator Borah has aged much in the last year.
Congressional mail and telegrams is reported to be heavier now than during the war.
Of a total of 526 bills on the Private calendar, consisting of various kinds of
claims against the U.S. only 59 were disposed of ot a three hour night session on
llarch 1lst. One claimhas been on the calendar since 1913, This is o fair indication
of the laborious slowness of procedure, At 4:00 p.m, Friday iarch 2, with only 69
members present the IHouse considered o short bill extending the authority of the
Federal Reserve to use government obligotions for collateral in the issuance of
Federal Reserve notes. The authority expired on lMarch 3, 1534 and by terms of the
bill was to be extendod for three years, An amendmont was offored to limit the

time to threeo months until the bill could be properly considered.s On o division
vote, the amondment was lost by one votos Tellors worc demandod. Wot cnough mombors
arose to obtain o tellor votes Tho proposor of tho amendmont made the point of no
quorumes The bolls range Tho rollwos being calleds Membors loft their officos and
their dinners to comoc to the floor. A motion was mado to closc the docbatoe The
motion loste The debate began in oarncste Crios of"eramming legislation dowm
Congrossionnl throats by the Banking Committoe without propor deliboration wero
hearde" Tho situation grow worse. Pandononium roigned. At soven ofolock the
majority lcador moved to cdjourns Tho bill was not passods The penalty was that
mombors worc denied a Saturday vacation so that thoy might spond ontiro day in
their officos dovoting time to mail and the study of bills to come up the following
wook,




