THE CONGRESSIONAL FRONT
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THE TEACHER PROBLEM. War has provoked problems for every field of humen
endeavor. <The teaching field is no exception., Normally, about 50,000
new teachers are prepared for this profession éach year, of which abdut
15,000 are young men. The draft has taken many. Others have enlisted.
Still others have forscken the teaching profession for work in defense
plants: It is estimated that at the present time, there is a teacher
shortage ranging from 50,000 to 68,000, that should tickle thc youngstew:
FRANKLIN AND DAVIS, Elmer Davis, Chicf of the OWI (Office of War Infor-
mation) paid a glowing tribute to Benjamin Franklin in his testimony
before the Houseo iAppropriations Committce recently when.he termed
Franklin the first man in our history to scientifically employ the art
of propagonda., It wgs Franklin who used his diplomatic skill to develop
gympathy in Europc for our causce wheon the Colonics were struggling for
}ndepcndence. Hc not only developed sympathy but very substantial aid
in the form of ships, supplics and military and naval lcaders. His was
a classic bit of work.

VICTORY TiX. Perhaps an cexamplc will moke it clear how the so-called

5% Victory tax will work. Take » single man carning $3000 per yecar, If
his not taxable income is $3000, he would pay a stroight incomc tax of
$431, Nc§t comes the calculation of the Victory tax. From his totel nct
taxrble income he must deduct $624 which is at a rate of $12 per weck
for 52 wecks. That lcaves $2376, Five per cent on $2376 would be $118.8C
That would be the net Victory tax. 4After the war, the taxpayer would be
ontitlgd to a refund of o certain perccentage of this tax. In the case
of o single man, it would be:25% of the tax or $500, whichever is the
lessor. 5% of 118,80:is $29.70, That,-would :be the- amount of the refund
after the war.Now, cortain credits can be-token by the taxpayer. He can
deduct for premiums on lifc insurcnce.. Hc can deduct for payments on
dcbts. But thc whole amount deductiblc cannot cxcced the post-war
credit which 'in this casc is $29.70.: Even. the premiums: andi payments: on
debts - might b6 $500 in the instant. caso, thogmost~he;pdpld,deduct,would
be:$29.70. . If-such -deductions arc made which arc cqual. to-the post-war
refund, -the. baxpayer, would then have no refund, coming- after the war.,
LGRICULTURAL LABOR RELATIONS:ACT. .- There-has beeon: introdueced: in the U.s,
Sonate 1 Sories.of balls which. are. designed to meet the critical- labor
Situotion on the farmscof: the natipn, ., The first of these is-in-the: xw
Naturc of -an amendmont. to the Nptional Labor Relations ict,: extonding -
‘£he beneTIfs 6f Gollective bargaining to -cmployces in industriclized
agriculturc. . The sccond bill is'an ‘cmendment bo- the Falr Labor
Standards-Act: popularly: known s -the: Wage-Hour Act-and is,designed tou
provide minimpm weges and maximum-hours for workcrs' on large industrial
farms, ' The ithird bill :regulates the proctices of privatce .omployment::
agencies with respoet to-farm-lebor, -:The fourth bikl crectes. an. .-
Agricultural Wages Bpard with- power.to issue wage orders -for thc purpos:
of  cffeeting. fair ond, reasonable wages for farm labor. This bill would
‘prohibit. the shipment of -any foarm cormodity. inm interstate commerice whicl
was' produced, processed pr preparcd by agricultural labor which hed beo:
‘cmployed in violction of a wage, order :by the' Lgriculiural Wages Board.
The fifth, bill would provide Social ‘Security benefits for Tfarm workors:
to be paid.out o0f -a:3%.cxcise tax. paid by cmployers of  agricultural
labor. ‘Thesg bills represcntiien all-inclusive program which is far. .
reaching in. its -coverdge-of farm labor in overy section: of thc land.
THE: MOVING:. FINGER. On.the morning of. October 20, 1942, the' Moving Fingor
touched William Tyler-Page and: he sloptes ;His passipg is of more than
ordinary; intercst. . On:Dccepbor 19, 188l at thce age.of 13 years, he:
camc from Frederigck, Moryland where: Tived ithe 'guthor if the Stor Spangl-
od Banner and became:a page boy .in the Housc of Represcntatives. He has
bocn;in-tho-sorviccyof;the:Congress~from»that}day until his death, He
wos' o decendant off o signer of 'the Declaration -of Independenco. His..
government: career. began when. President /jrthurn was 'in the Whitc House.
Qucen Yiomoria~was~onwthe‘throno\of;England;.Disraeli was the Prime-
Minister ond . Bismarck.was ruling:tho destinics of Germany, 4t that. tinm

therc were but::38 stotes, For 60, yeors, William Tylor Page faithfully
‘goyved his coluntiy ‘and was a living witnoss to .the unfolding of the
Republic in its- ewentful. years. 4 great scrvant has gonc. . roe
MONUMENTAL TASK. -Writing an 8-billion dollar tax bill is a monumental.task. For month:
"Testimony is taken .from experts on taxations Then begins the work of preparing the
bill and estimating what. it will: yield. ."As it firstipassed the House it was hundreds
of pages in length, ..Then: it begen its journey ‘thru the Senate Finance Committee. and
thru the Senate,:.The -Scnators added 504 amendments. Some were inconsequental, such.’
as clarifications of language and changes in section.numbers.. Others were substantial,
such as the.new Victory Tax. In-its final  form, the.bill wes. 801 pages in length, ‘
Then began -the task. of ‘ironing out differcnces ‘between House and Senate, -After ten .
moenths ' of ‘labor; this measure, = .the largest tex bill in the history of thé ‘world: =
is ready for the President's sigpature. It was truly a monumental tasks,




