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FOOTNOTE 70 HISTORY

It was 1n that grim and dark period of 1914. The dove of peace had
flown, The Legions rolled and the deep-voiced guns intoned over the
fi1elds of Europe A Canadian went to the front His name was John
I'eCrae For four years he eiperienced the hideousness of war He died
1n January 1918, ten months before the 1ssue was finally resolved. Be-
fore death blacked out the stirrings of mind and the straivings of his
soul, he set down upon crumpled paper a deathless message which the

world now knows as Flanders Fields Beautiful and brief, 1t goes 1in
part

We are the dead Short days ago
Je lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch, be yours to hold 1t high
If yve break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppes grow
In Flanders fields

? OMUIDNTAL STRUGGLE
A soldier left that enriching message for posterity He was a part of
the greatest conflict in all history- greater, more horrible 1n some
respects than the mechanized conflict of today far 18 a swiit moving
enterprise today A generation ago 1t was entrenched On a{400) four
hundred mile line across Europe nearly 250 divisions faced cach other
in the grim business of dcath - 1 every four miles., The shell shocked
vetorans of today bear mute testimony to the forocity of that conflzict
In the shambles of Verdun, thore were morc than 700,000 casualties It
was th price of a 3 mile advance. When stillness roturned to thz carth
and th. reckoning made, there werc morc than 37 million casualties.
There were more than 8 million dead

TINE ROLLS ON
Time rolls 1t's ccaseless coursc Twentv five years have gone by Therc
1s healaing in the years The grass, like som. mystic bencdictlon covers
the woundés of carth Then th. guns wcre silenced, statosmen grappled
with the problems which sprang from victory  The GHonate of thc United
States labored with th. question of ontrv into the Leagu. of Nations,
mombership in a Jorld Court It was a fruitless cffort. The years went
by and the f.rment of conflict was at work,

BLACK~OUT
The lights went out again Twenty years and nin. months lator, the blat
bogan and 50 million mon in all parts of the carth moved into uniform
Tt was th. arbitram.nt of war. Again the epric voiccs of millions coulc
sing from patriot graves, "Ue arc the dcad, short days ago, w< lived,
f.lt dawn, saw sunset glow, lovcd and werc loved,”™ But a gced of hope
had becn plant.d long ago It lay 1n th. hcarts of thosc who served in
the same conflict with th. poct Th.y had come back to hclp darect the
world There aic 168 of thom i1n the Housc of Reprisintatives Thcey are
39% of the memborship There arc 35 of them in the bHenate 0f the 531
membors 1n both branches, 171 have sons and daughters in uniform Fif-
tecn hundred of th.ir scer tarics, clerks, and aids have also gonc O
war It 18 a rather personal busincess now

ACTION

Somchow thc foolish busincss of killing must stop., Forty ninc Ropubli-
can governors, Scnators, Congressman met on an i1sland 1n the Great Lakce:
to agr.c on collaboration By a vote of 360 to 29, the Housc of Roupre-
sontatives dcclar.d foi the nccessary machinory of statccraft as a move
toward cnduring peacc 1n the future On Novemb.r 5, - just 6 days shori
of the 25th anniversary of the armistice - the Scnatc by a votc of 85 tc
5, adopted a rcsolution, looking toward .nduring pcacs thro collaboratic
In the Scnate arc thrce who woere there in 1919 and who opposcd collabo-
ration On Novembor 5, 1943, thcy voted for the rosolution  They arc
Sena tors McNary of Orcgon and Cappcr of Kansas, both Republicans, and
Sonator Walsh of Massachussets, a Domoecrat. What an cpic footnote o
history P.ace will yot heve an opportunity to cndure.




