} THE CONGRESSIONAL FRONT | lass7
By Congressman Everett M, Dirksen
16th (Ill) District.
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At twelve ofclock noon on January 3, 1945, the 78th Congress passed
into the history of what had becen and the members of that Congress who
for one reason or another did not find a place in the 79th Congress
also passed into legislative history. Onc of thesc was Martin Dics of
Texas, chairmen of the committcc on Un-fmerican Activities which was to
beccome known throughout the land as the Dics Committec. The lifc of the
Dies Committee automatically expired at noon on January 3, 1945 but the
ghost of that Committec was to make the transition from 78th to the 79th
Congress and be roe-~energized into new and permancnt life, It come about
when an amcndment was offered to the Rulos of th® House to create a
new stending committcc on Un-American fictivitics and since the Housc is
complete master of it's own rulc-mecking power, the Dics Cormittce was
clothed in the garment of pcermancney or until the House should by 1t's
own action otherwisec deccrcc,

TLLOGICAL OR NOT,
There scems to be somcthing singularly illogical about such a proceccding.
One of the last acts of thc *78th Congress was to enact Senate Concurrent
Resolution No,., 23 introduccd by Scnator Maloncy of Counnecticut to crecte
a Joint Committcc of 12 Scnators and Represcntatives to study and make
recommendations looking toward the sinplification and strengthening of
the operations and structure of Congress and it's committecs, That thae
is a crying necd for such rcorgenizaetion i1s so very manifest from the
fact that so much of the prestige which Congress once enjoyed in public
estecm is noticeably obscnt. It is nlso noticeable in the overlapping
jurisdiction of stending Cormrittces which decl with the same general
subject matter. One necd but cxemanc the procecdurc relrting to cleoims
and pcnsions generclly to get the full significance of that obscrvation.

4 POINTED EX/AMPLE,
4 pension claim arising out of service in the Indian Wars (and there
are as of today 4082 such pcnsions in force) would under cxisting rules
go to the Committce on Invalid Pensions. If it was a ponsion clain
arisin% out of service in the Spanish American War (and there are
130,016 veterans and 69,653 dcpendents drawing these pensions today)
it would go to the Cormittce on Pensions, If it was a clain of a come-
mercial nature arising out of World War 1, 1t would go to the War Clans
Committee, If it was a clain in the nature of disability or death con-
pensation or a clain of a widow or orphan arising out of World War 1,
1t would go to the Cormittee on World War Vetcrans Legislation, If it
was a generrl claim such as ¢ disability or danage dernand resulting
from the negligence of a mail truck driver, 1t would go to the Claing
Cormittece. Here is an ecxanmplec of lack of coordination end adninistra-
tion of clains on the Federal governnent which needs inprovenent. If
this type of work were consolidated and properly staffed, 1t would
result in speecdier and riore effective action on cll typecs of clainms.
One might clso obscrve that while rost legislation dealing with Banking,
currency and rneonctary ratters is handled by the Cormiittce on Banging
and Currency, legislation on fractional coinoge is handled by the Con-
nittee on Coinage Weights and Mecasures, Sinilarly, ncarly all matters
rclating to the Judiciary arc recferred to the Judiciory Comnitzgo qﬁile
the necchanical and supcrvisory work of reyis and_codi¥ying o laws
is handled by a Commf%tee On Revision of thoi%ng. Thaee.gre put a tewh
of the exarfples which have persuaded students of the.leglslaZ%zgeﬁtanc
of the governnent that overhauling of the structure 1s 1nper .

The author of the FRONT has been dcsigneted as onc of the 6 mernibers of
the Housc of Representatives to scrve on that Rcorganization Cormiittee
end shares thce bolicf of nen like former Senator Byrnes (now the Ecommic
Mobilizer), the American Political Science Associaction, and mony nonbers
of the House and Senatc, thet rcorganizotion is a job long overduc.
Thore are nany who entertain the conviction that through consoladation
and nodification, the number of Cormittees of the House and Scnatc can
be drastically reduced., It scoms 1llogical, therefore, that on the

first day of the 79th Congress, cnother stendaing cormittec should have
been added to the list instead of placing this problen in the lap of

the Reorganization Cornittce which is st11l in cffccet so far as the
Senate is concorned and which will be re-created by the present Congress




