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Dear . . .:

- ,e have been pursuinz the location of a synthetic fuel
plant for 3outhern Illinois but it appears that the :latter
is aornant _ '_̀ .L the TIo-ent until late July o2 early Au-us!..

.;_s the situation now stanas, the Departreent of Interior
ana the Defense ?roduction Aaministratien e=ect to enter
into contract with so :ae appropriate private fira for the
construction o± the plant and the location of

	

olant will
to a considerable extent be aeterminea by the service and
enzineerins study which the prospective private contractor
-mu... aal':e.

lasts are under way now on Illinois coal and insofar as
we have been able to learn those contractors who are inter-
estea in this project have e_ tressed preference for an
Illinois location . ITothins further will be done until
the coal tests have been cola letea.

:Te shall continue to tiaintaia contact with this project
and will ao our best in the hope of bringin this inaustry
to Illinois because it would be a very useful contribution
to the alleviation of the aaploynent aistress which now
exists there.

Sincere17,

Everett IdcKinley Dirksen
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