
MINUTES OF THE SIXTY-NIq_H MEETING OF THE JOINT

REPUBLICAN CO_GRESSIONAL LEADERS CALLED FOR THURSI_Y,
OCTOBER I0, 1963, AT II:00 A.M. IN THE CAPITOL OFFICE
(S-230) OF THE SENATE MINORITY LEADER, THE HONORABLE
EVERETT MC K_ DIRKSEN

Present

¾embers_ SenatorsDirksen,Kuchel,Morton
CongressmenHalleck,Arends,Byrnes,Brown,Wilson

Guest, TheHonorableWilliamF. Knowland

Absent, The PresidingOfficer,Congressman.WilliamE. Miller
SenatorsSaltonstalland Hickenlooper
CongressmanFord

Also Present_ Robert Humphreys,Harry Brookshire,Mark Trice

Senator Dirksencalled the meeting to order at 11-18 after a delay

causedby the early conveningof the House of Representatives. Senator

Dirksenthen read the agenda of the meetingwhich was as follows:

Collapseof Latin AmericanPolicy

JFK vs Will of Congress

Other LegislativeMatters

Collapse of Latin American Polic_

Prior to the readingof the prepared statementby SenatorDirksen,

CongressmanHalleck spoke of the White House meeting on the subjectof

Wheat° He stated that this was anothercase of being advisedafter the

decisionhad been made and that he had still receivedno answersto the

questionswhich had been previouslyraised on the subject.

There were several slightchangesmade in the Dirksen statementand it

was approved_a copy of which is attached.

JFKvsWillof Congress

CongressmanHalleck,fortheinformationof thosepresent,firstread

the fact sheet before readingthe prepared statement. After minor changes

the statementwas approved. A copy of the statementis attached.
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Minutes of the Republican Joint Leadership Meeting - 2 October I0, 1963

The question of Wheat was again raised and Congressman Brown thought that

the President had given the impression to the country that there had been

Congressional approval of the matter.

Congressman Byrnes thought that the main issue involved in the Wheat

proposal was whether the President should proceed in the light of a declared

policy by Congress. The question was also raised as to who might have been

contacted and the information was ventured that perhaps Senators Hicker_looper,

Aiken and Young of North Dakota and Congressman Frances Bolton had been

talked too Congressman Halleck expressed the opinion that the Johnson act

was fairly bindingo

Other Legislative Matters

Congressman Halleck stated that he had recently attended several

meetings in regard to Civil Rights and stated he would like to see the Senate

act first° Senator Dirksen, however, thought that Senator Mansfield had no

intention to schedule the legislation at this time but would wait for House

actiono

The opinion expressed was that the Democrats in the House were trying to

put the burden on the Republicans to strike certain language in the sub-

committee billo The consensus was that Robert Kennedy should appear before

the Committee and say what was satisfactory and recommend the changes to be

made°

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon.

f

ok j ctln Pg Secretary
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